
should 
America's 
This 
health 

afOiclion, 

public 
the 
What's 
Cor 

rf>' 
. 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld thinks a sign 
be placed over the doors of 

public schools: "Warning: 
school may be dangerous to the 

and safety of your child," 
Public schools themselves have an 

said Blumenfeld, a (ormer 

and private school teacher and 
author of six books on education. 

more, he said, there's no cure 

.'111 CHI::ll OIGGS 
.rllf.<;, . 

Nonheasl Mississippi teachers should examine 

re(ully the policies and values of tbe National 

iucation Association belore joining the org.tniu


ln, a (ormer teacher and author of sLl book! on 

ucalion said Monda), in Tupelo. 


Samuel L. Blumenfeld, author ot "N.E.A,: 'fro... 

n Horse in American Education," c:b ried that 

eJ'�·EA has become more 1.olerested 1.0 exerting 

1Iltlcai power to implement liberal program

an in leachIng children to read. The r '"" 
arming illiteracy rate can be tr

m changes sponsored bv , .. 

the affliction. 
- -' . .  _ -



Po I·Cr(" (enl phOtO bv Bob Boeten 

"The whole format of public education is made for the convenience 
of teachers... .. Sam Blumenfeld 

SAHUEL L. BLUNENFELD 

A m erica ' s 

lost Controversial Critic 

Of Public Education 



Crucial Issues in Education 

Academic Failure 
Violence in the Schools 

The Affective Domain 
Drugs and Alcohol 

Death Education 

Teen Suicide 
Sex Education 

Teen Pregnancy 
Functional Illiteracy 


Ritalin 

Vandalism 


Teacher Burnout 

Values Clarification 

Sensitivity Training 

Ph0 n i c s v s. "Wh0 1 e Lan gu age" 


Special Ed 

Monopoly Unions 


Multiculturalism 
Globalism 

AIDS 
Decline in Math 

Decline in Science 
Bilingual Education 

Accountability 
Pornography 

Humanism 
Evolution vs. Creationism 

Prayer 

Parents Rights 
Educational Malpractice 

Dyslexia 
Condom Distribution 

H ealth Clinics 
Teen Abortions 

Testing 

Child Abuse 




Lecturer Sam Blumenfeld said Wednesday that teen suicides can be attributed to 'death education' classes 

Controvers"!'.
, 



The Conspiracy Against Literacy! 

Controversy! 

Parents Rights! 

Educational Malpractice! 

How Public Schools Cause Functional Illiteracy! 

Dyslexia: You Get It In School! 

Public Education: A Failed Monopoly! 

Teach Your Child to Read At Home! 

How Public Schools Fail America! 

The "Whole Language" Fraud! 

Who Killed Excellence? 

Needed: A New Philosophy of Education! 

Why Education Reform Will Fail! 

Do Our Educators Know What They're Doing? 
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JFK Death 'Red Conspiracy' 
By BOB PEARS 

stafl Writer 
Despite the Warren Com.. 

mission conclusions that Lee 
Harvey Oswald, assassin of 
President John F. Kennedy, 
was an Wlbalanced loner who 
had no help in the deed, .sam 
Blumenfeld, a pubUsner and 
lecturer, said last nlght that 
he had no doubt the murder 
was a well.planned action of 
t he Communist conspiracy. 

Speaking efore about 300 
peIsons at the PhoenU Wom.
en's Club, Blumenfeld, 
president of Coleridge Pub
lishing Co. and publisher of 
America · France Report, 
gave several reasons why 
t he Communists decided to 
get rid of President Ken
nedy. In brief, they are: 

1. To remove Kennedy, 
who had become a liab1lity 
to their program. 
- .:. To proauce mass pub. 
lic indignation against rlght 
wingers, whom they believed 
would be blamed for the act. 

3. To eliminate the Sen. 
Barry Goldwater threat by 
l inking his SUppOl't to the 
right. 

4. To put a dampeI on 

r Ight.w1ng ideas, destroy the 
effectiveness of anti.Red 
leaders, and eUmlnate criti 
cism of lett-wing ideas and 
lnfluence. 

5, Re • establish Demo
cratic Party 1n1luence in the 
South. 

Blumenfeld's lecture was 
s ponsored by tile local Am
erican Oplnion Forum, an af
filiate of the John BlrchSoc.. 
lety, 

"I believe President Ken
nedy was assassinated Nov. 
22, 1963, by an agent of the 
Communist conspir acy in an 
e ffort to destroy the conser. 
vative movement and to 
nullify Sen. GoldWater's 
chances of getting the pres. 
idential nomination," Blum
enfeld s ald. 

He sald he believes the 
Reds had a program plan
ned againSt their right.wing 
opponents 1f Oswald hadn't 
been caught and that they 
intended to use their in
fluence over mass com
muuicatiuns media to set off 
a wave of indlgnation and vio
lence. 

In regard to the Warren 
Comnllss10n Report itself, 

Blumenfeld s aid that it Is 
filled with facts but leaves 
itself wide open to cr1tlcis~ 
in the way it connects and 
appraises the facts. He sald 
in many caseslt cltes certain 
facts, lhen falls to follow 
through In explalningtilem. 

One point which the pubo 
lisher brought lJut, for in
s tance, is that the report 
says commission studies 
s how t here Is no MVD (Sov. 
Ie secret pollee) s chool for 
ass assins in ~Unsk, Russia. 
where Oswald lived a'ld 
wurked whlle a defector to 
lhe Soviet Union, However, 
an interview with Soviet in
telligence agent Col, Michal 
Goleniewski, a defector to 
the United States, whIch ap. 
peared March 4, 1964, in tile 
New York Jouroal. Amerlcan 
reveals that there is a GRU 
(Soviel m1l1t ary intelligence) 
school fOr killers in Minsk. 

The Warren Report, 

Blumenfeld s ald, brings out 

t he close connection between 

the MVD and the GRU in a 

footnote, but does not men

tion this GRU school. Nor did 

the commission 

Col. Goleniewski, he 


interview 
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Warren Commission Scored f r t: 
Seeina Red Influe ce inJ r D~th : 

Ry TlffiO .J EAN KENYO I liE All) TUE Warren C0I11- 11963) especially to meet l\Iarina 
.Ia" Wrllcr mi sion exhibited "bias" in the !o. wald and lake her on as a 

A speaker de. cribed in ad· ' techniques it used. listing these friend, so that Lee ~ould ~e ' 
vance publicity as "one of the as : "being most uninquisitive I' free to make COl11l11Ul1lSI11 a lit
best known and most active anti· about the m 0 S L•u picious per- tie more inevitable ." I 

Communists on the American sons, not confronting witnesses Blumenfeld aIm commented 
s c e n e today," excorIated .the WIth contr.aolct~ry statemen~, upon the indi vidual members of 
Warren Commission last mght and acceptll1g wItnesses at their the Wanen Commission. who 
for not finding a Communist con- own words. " w 'e pieJ\Cd by Pr ident Joh n
spiracy in the assassination of B I u men f e I d. in particular son to carry alit the inve:tiga
President Kennedy. mocked day by day financial ac- tion. lie said Chief .Justice Earl 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld, 39-year- colints which Ihe Warren Com- B. Warren whn hNlfled the Com
old publisher of a monthly jour· mission set up to show how Lee mission had "made a prejuoi
nal "United States Report" and Harvey Oswald. Kennedy's as- cial slatement a fe\ hours af. 
head of Coleridge Press, was Ihe assin. managed to have $170 in ter Ihe assassination when he 
first of six speakers in a lecture a wallel at home the day of the said 'a great and good Presi. 
selies sponsored by the Patriotic assassination even though he dent has suffered martyrdom 
Citizen's Forum. 1made little salary. ias a result of haired injected by 

B I u men f e I d, speaking 10 WIIII.E COMMUNIST agents bigots.''' The speake: tra~s.. 
around 120 persons at I'eoria receive money surreptitiously,' lated bi"'ots 10 mean nght-wmg i 
High School a u d ito r i u m, said Blumenfeld, the War r e n conservali ves. 
charged the Warren Commis- Commission went to g rea t HE CENSU UEJ) both A II e n 
sion with conducting its investi- lengths "to fabricate a ph any Dulles, head of tbe C.I.A. (Coun. 
gation "in a manner so as to financial setup" for Oswald. ler Intelligence Agency) , and 1 
elecit ~he. least information" Blumenfeld said a study of .John .1. McCloy, both Commi" . 
and said It ."bent ~ver back· Ihe Commission's financial set- sion members, and told Ihe 
'."~rd t.o" avoid showmg a con- 'up for Oswald shows he and his audience "senalo~, ~ussell was 
splrac~. wife lived on $1.65 a day aver- the only can enallY(' on the 
lie also asserted, "it is likely age in the 17 months after he re- Commission." I 

important information about Ihe ,lurned 10 Ihe Uniled States 1 At the outset of his lalk. 1 
Cl~sBssination was suppressed by from Russia. "So by starving Blume.nfeld noted thaI among 
the C0111I11ission." Ihimself and his family . he was ?I'ticlrs found in I.re Oswald 's 

able to have a surplus." 1'00111 afler thc a sas Ination 
Other pOints that drew Rill' were two books b~' (an Flem

menfcld's attention focused on In~ aI:tlUt Agenl 007 .James 
the ease with which Oswald Hond. III' said he thou~ht it 
was able 10 oblain a passport was lI'onic becallse President 
to i\lexlco in 196:1, despite Kennedy helped to make Flem
Oswald's previous defection to ~ng famous by. kccpi~g Flem
the U.S.S.U. IIc said he be- 109 books on Ius b dSldc table. 
Jievcd Oswald went to Mexico i "He was reading all about the 
to obtain his instructions for Soviet organization Sl\1.ERBI.I ' I· 
the assassination. Iand there it was, planmng his 
The backgrounds and rela- I ass~s inaU?n." He told t?e i 

tionships between the Oswalds audience, ,. SMERSH does eXISt I· 

and RUlh and Michael Payne you know. 
of Dallas, the couple with whom l The speaker was introduced , 
1\lal'ina O~wald was living at hy Dr. Roberl Russell. and Dr .i 
Ihe time of the as as 'illation, David Cope pre~ ided at Ihe 
and a Russian couple who intro- meeting. 
ducec\ the Payne~ and Oswalds, 
I\'.HS al~o explored by Blumen· I 
reid as part of the conspiracy 
he believes existed. 

mSCREPANClES a~d incon- I 
sistencies in the te tllnon), of 
the Paynes and 1\1 arina Oswald I 
were read at some length bY '11 
Blumenfeld as part of his 
speech. He said "il is my belief I 
that Ruth Payne was invited to 
the a l' t Y (in lh summer of 
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Poverty Progr In 

C- eel eel lot 
fly .TOE nOSTER iI~ R ('OIttlllUni,t ron~piracy Lo 
Obi I' ver SI.ff W,ilpr takl' ol'('r the eosnlry,

The ,S, po · r l · t ~. Pl' 02r'lfT1 

WIlS desrrihen '1"hurliTlay l1i"ht This dwcrlpt if)n eilme Cram 
SalT1uP! L , Rlum en{l'ld of Bos

ton, Pllbl1~hpr of a news analy400 Hear lIis anrl r eriel\', ann I,he speaker 

for the l\lerklenburg Speakers 

f'lub at Myers Pilrk HighDiscussion 
School. 

'lbe speakr[s cluh Is heilnenOn ~"anlilies by Geor):!e A. "'ikon, local 
c oonlinalor for the John Birch 

AhC11Jt 400 ~tllliPnl~ ::Inri parl'nts 
Society.turned C1llt at Norlh l'>1 ecklenburg 

lligh School Thllr,da~; night to Blumenreln said the pOl'erty
hear a wide-ran:::ing discussion of program was selling up com
frtmily j1rohlrms hy four panelisL, 

munity action commillees,"at Ihl' s(,hool's annual ,J. WaHon 
Wilson symrosium, sLaffed by left-wingers Illld 

ommunisls, 10 lake ol'er Ihe 
"The F amih': (';],;1051'Oot <; Of OlH' 

The pa nelists who lllullerl o\"er 
I;0l'ernmcnt in el'cry lown in 

;,oci ety" I\'~re Dr. Catherine T, thE' Cniled Slates,"n nnis, 8t ale supc.rl'isor of home 
economics education; Dr, Ed "When the tim~ [I)r Ihp 
Il'ard Pohlman, hrarl of thr t.ilk(>ol'rr romr~, they'll just 1:1)
sociologv deparl ment at Queens 

in and shool Ihr mayor and the
Colle!!r;" Pill T;1\'lol', slaLc rcprp· 

City Council .md Ihen [ilkE' Ol·r.r5€ntalive from' \radc,<;\1o]'o <lnd 
former s )1rakrr of li1f' N,C:, anci report direcUy to Washif1g
Bouse: ,JlIr!~e Will ard Gililing of ton," 
nlUne~1 ir~ r:rlal ions (ourt hE'1'(, 
and Willi;lln Flowers, assis ~anl II. crowd of ahouL 7~ appl'lml

ctepuls direclor of the Norlh en hearliiy when Blumenfrld 
Carolina Fund, said Ihpy would not hRI'e to 

Pohlman hriefly drscriherl Ihe !':hoot the mayor (Repuhlican
anthropolC1g ical aspects of the 

John Lindsa~' ) or NI'w York,f;lmil~', s<lying that Ih(' rarIirsl 
"heciluse he's working withfamily "were dominall'd hy th 

them,"fem::lIC'," and added, "I imagine 
then> are s ome o[ vall mfn who 
would S'ly that . nothing h a.> Prior II) the f~"~oHr, Blum

rn[cld said, thue would bl!changcn," 
"'''hat ;Jr€ IhI'. cril cri,1 fnl' ;J pnlice rr.view iloll rd~ r~lab

lish"" to "dpmOTIlIi7,e and 
de~tro;l" pollre forrrs." 

'succe~sful' family?" Flowers 
asked, 

"DoE'S It mean three kids 
~tandin,!! wilh their parrnl, C1n Anr1 in rrsponse to a quC's
the steps of il house of II'rrship" lion, he S<lirl Ii likel" rr'lSOn 
Or ;J family pir-nicking with a [or Ihe war in Vielnam wa s 
rnodrrn Cilr slanding nearhy:" 10 get IhE' nation's nest 

"Would il surprise you to fighling mrn out of ihe 
know.'" he asked, "lhat we fOllnrll rounll'Y 10 make the takeo\'(~r 
;1 film it\' in Ihis slate Il'ilh 1~ 1 easiers, 
children' Ih;J1 did noL knoll' what 
CilllS(,S children':" , RlLlIYlpnrelrl ;Jlso tolrl th" au

"Why we h;lI'c p('ople \,:ho I dienc!? fh;Ji neil's media II'orkf'd 
don't Ililnt If) work," (;allin:: said lI'ilh "power clique" l"ild hv 
l.1ler. "We hal'" propl" who arc "lhe r:orkpfrll"rs" to hirle th~ 
hahi tua l dene!1drnls lil'in::: nn trulh from the American peo
wol[are. Ou;' sodel v is grll in.!! plf', 
<frpa l r in terms 'of ils oll'n ..I,... The clifJlle, BlulTlcnfeld sairl, 
sic lmes :' h'lrl heen running this emlllln,', 1 

Tllylor spok!' "r Ih" slalr's role sl arl in.[( worlrl Will'S "nrl Nf'grn I 
with the family in lhal milny of riots, and allempting to set lip I 
the responsibilities are governed 'l 1I'0rlrl gOI'crnmC'llt since 1912, 
by ~talul('. I 

Rut wh"n all ('l~r f,9115 , Tavl qr RiulYlenfrlrl SlI l!gcs lrn th:'tt 
aridrd, the las t lel: isl ture 'had 0'1(' II'Ry Ihe audience cO ll ld 
dp.cl'eascd [h I> wailm.(! lim " for find nul th.,. "truth" \\,::IS by 
divorce in 1':orlh C;!l'olina from rpilriinl! neIl's reporls such as 
two y il S 10 one yP'll'. I the rel'ip\\, he publishpd, 
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Blumenfeld 
Views JFI( 
Death 

Many Americans believe the 
contention of the Warren Com
mission that Lee Harvey Os
wald - acting along - shot and 
killed President John F. Ken
nedy. 
. There are two divergent 

views from opposite ends of the 
political spectrum. 

The e.xtreme left wing believes I 
the Warren Commission white- I 
washed the assassina tio.n to cov-I 
er up an obvIOUS nght-wingl 
conspiracy. I 

The extreme right wing, on 
the other hand, believed the 
Warren Commission white
washed the assassination to cov
er u~ an obvious left - wing 
conspiracy. 

The latter view was ad
vanced for several hours last 
night by Samuel L. Blumenfeld, 
a conservative who writes com
mentary for a publication called 
"Review of the News." 

Blumenfeld told an audience 
of about 90 people at the Com
muni ty YMCA that the assassin
ation was the work of a well
Ol:ganized Soviet conspiracy 
with Oswald as the trigger man. 

He was featured speaker for 
the third lecture of the Ameri
ca nist Lecture Series for the 
fall season, sponsored by the 
Burlingt.on Chapters of the John 
Birch Society. E. A. Daniels 
(See BLUMENFELD on 7-B) 

Burlinll~()n. N. C. 

BLU'MENFELD II 
') 

(Continued From Page 1-B) I 
J r" section leader, introduced 
the speaker . 

BlumenIield acknowledged 
that the Communists call the 
president's murder a right-wing 
conspiracy. 

"Why? BecaU.'le the Commu
nists often accuse others of 1 
crimes they themselves com
mit," Blumenfeld said. ---== - - --==--== 

Another reason, he said, was known Communist backgrounQ, 
that there was "too much evl- was given "special considera
dence of a conspiracy" and the tion" by the State Department 
Communists afe trying to blame in getting a second passport 
the right wing. after returning from Russia . 

Blumenfeld said the Warren I Blumenfeld said this was not 
Commjssion conducted only a surprising. 
superUcial investigation into "The security of the State 
Kennedy's death. Department," he said, "is so 

"The commission started. out lax and slovenly . . . that an 
on the p~emise that there was army of Soviet agenlJl could 
no conspIracy and went about enter and leave the United 
to substantiate their views rath- States." 
er than to judge the evidence Yet the Warren Commission, 
objectively," said Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld said , exonerated 

Blumenfeld said Oswald was the Slate Department in its re
getting money from some un- port acd criticized the FBI. 
known SOllrce but the Warren I Blumenfeld admitted thaL the 
Commission tried to cover this i FBI was no t as effective as it 
up by concocting a phony £i-I could be, but said it was not 
nancial report for Oswald. the fault of Director J. Edgar 
_ l!e said_~swald , despite hi;; Hoov~ Il l' his agents . 

http:Burlingt.on


FINANCIALLY UNTENABLE 

·Public·Education Held 

The Scourge Of Youth 


By LOIS BOYLES 

. "Public education is hopeless and 
., within the next 10 years we are going 

to see a real Jive debate on whether it 
should continue to exist.'.' 

This is the belief of Samuel Blumen-
feld. Boston, Mass., author, who will hP. 
in Phoenix tomorrow to participate in 
the L5th annual Reading Reform 'Foun
dation conference at Mountain Shadows. 

Blumenfeld, who WI' 0 t e . "How to 
Start Your ~ Private School and 
Why You Neel'One," "The New Illiter
ates" and "How to Tutor," declared in 
a telephone interview: 

"I'm inclined to believe doing away 
with public education is the best thing 
that could ever happen to this country. 
We shouldn't have to do it, but 1 think 
it is the only way we can save the 
si tuation." . 

BLUMENFELD called public educa
lion a "tremendous and destructive 
luxury" that no one can afford. 

"The taxpayer can no longer afford 
it. the parent cannot ariord to have his 
child destroyed intellectually in it, and 
the nation cannot afford it if we are to 
maintain our level of technological and 
cultural advancement." 

He said "the whole hippie generation 
came out of the public schools" and 
noted "we're probably going to have a 
similar kind of generation coming along 
now." 

BLUMENFELD labeled the "trem
dous turn to alcohol" as the possible 
form this will take and called beer 
drinking among high school and college 
students "incredible." This group no 
longer talks of drinking a six pack of 
beer, said Blumenfeld, they talk of 
drinking a case." 

These things, as well as the numb\.'r 
of drop outs and school vandalism. 
"conld have been avoided if professors 
of education had really wanted to solve 
the rl'ading problem." he conlend(ld. 

Nol being ablr to read makp~ slll
Clents "totally inaClequale t.o drill with 
thE' complexities of modern Ii/r ," he 
lIaid. 

Becausr or readin/: han/: \lp~. thl' 
l'IU said collc~rs :irp r~writin~ t(lxt· 
hooks ·to accommodllie smillieI' vocahll

._" . 

laries, medical schools arE' eomplaining 
their students cannot handle difficult 
texts and law schools complain students 
can't write decent briefs. 

"This is going 10 cause tremendou!l 
problems in I his country," said 
Blumenfelu. "We have a lot of pcople 
turning away from occupations that 
require any real literacy." 

TilE 'TRAGEDY, hr sairl. is thllt. 
"we're becoming a functionally iIIitt'r
ate nation." 

Pointing an accusing finger at thp. 
teachers colleges, Blumenfeld said it is 
the professors who writp the look·say 

Turn to .EDUCATIO~, PlIge 8-2 

e· EDUCATION SteORED 

(Concluded from PaJ(e 8-1) 

reading texts and who promotp. the 
si ht method over the phonics system. 

Another thing he said is happening is 
that schools are "so concerned over 
open class rooms, sex education, 
behavior modification and forced inte
gration they're no longer interested in 
reading." 

FOR THESE reasons, he said, :'I 

movement toward private education is 
underway "all over the country." Hp 
said parents are getting togethel' in 
many places to raise the money and 
create their own schools. 

It ' the trend continues, he said, "puh
Iic education will. exist only for those 
who can't manage something else." 

And he predicted the "leaders of 
tomorrow probably will come oul of 
pl'ivate schools:" 

Blumenfeld wiII speak during the 
general se!1Sion at 4 p.m. tomorrow. 

TIlE AUTHOR has a new book 
coming out soon: "The Retreat h'om 

Motherhood." dealing with the chanllinjil 
attitudes of women. • 

He pointed to a sliding bilih raft ~ 
an increase in child abuse, runaway. 
and juvenile suicide as evidence of • 
decline in the quantity and qualit1 of 
motherhood. 

116 P Otnix Gaze t te 

iay 22, 1975 
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BOOK REVIEW 

NEA: TROJAN HORSE IN AMERICAN EDUCATION 
By SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD 
284 pages3 The Paradigm CompanY3 P. O. Box 45161 3 Boise3 Idaho 83711 $9.95 

By now, the fact that American public education is a disaster area is widely 
recognized. Once, a small number of well informed critics were voices in the wilder
ness attempting to make Americans aware of the declining standards and virtual chaos 
which had come to characterize the public schools. Part of the message has taken 
hold. When Time3 Newshleek3 US. Nehls & World Report3 NBC, CBS and ABC begin to re
port about the story, there can be little doubt that things have deteriorated drama
tically. Unfortunately, most of the discussion of our declining public schools fails 
to identify properly the reasons for the decline. Instead, we are told that the an
swer to our problem is more money. Such a statement overlooks the key fact that we 
now spend more money on the education of children than any country in the world. 

The U.S. spent 6.8 percent of its GNP on education in 1980-81 (or $200 billion), 
up from 3.4 percent in 1949-50 and more than any other country. Yet, in an academic 
compete~cy test comparing average American sixth graders with their counterparts in 
seven other Western industrialized countries, American children ranked last in mathe
matics and not much better in science and geography. The poor U.S. showing was de
scribed as "alarming" by Glenn Seaborg, the Nobel Prize-winning scientist who helped 
direct the science portion of the test. In April, 1983, the National Commission on 
Excellence in Education issued its historic report, "A Nation at Risk." The report 
declared: "The educational foundations of our society are presently being eroded by 
a rising tide of mediocrity that threatens our very future as a nation and as a peo
pIe •... " 

In this important new book, Samuel L. Blumenfeld, an authority on American edu
cation who has taught in both public and private schools and has written extensively 
on the subject, persuasively argues that our deteriorating public schools did not just 
"happen." A dedicated and ambitious group of men and women - the National Education 
Association (NEA) - has consciously caused our present dilemma, he charges, and has 
an agenda for our future as well. 

For many years, the NEA has been implementing its "progressive" philosophy of 
what schools should do. Mr. Blumenfeld shows that this approach can be found in the 
report of the NEA's Commission on the Reorganization of Secondary Education in 1918. 
The reform recommended by the Commission reflected the influence of John Dewey's new 
educational agenda as well as the new psychology which was being introduced at Ameri
can universities. 

Mr. Blumenfeld writes that, "The shift in emphasis from intellectual development 
to social development was revolutionary. Dewey strongly opposed the traditional 
system which encouraged the development of the independent mind ready to compete in 
capitalist society. 'The mere absorbing of facts and truths,' he wrote in Sehool and 
SoeietY3'is so exclusively individual an affair tl.at it tends very naturally to 
turn into selfishness.' And to Dewey selfishness wa., synonymous with capitalism. 
If education was to lead the next generation to socialism, it would have to be much 
less intellectual and much more social." . 

The NEA - some seventy years ago - embraced a philosophy which clearly down
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graded reading, writing, arithmetic, history and science. In his book, My Pedagogic 
Creed, John Dewey wrote: "I believe that the social life of the child is the basis of 
concentration, or correlation, in all his training or growth •••• I believe, therefore, 
that the true center of correlation on the school subjects is not science, nor litera
ture, nor history, nor geography, but the child's social activities." The NEA, the 
teachers' colleges, and others in the nation's educational establishment, Blumenfeld 
shows, embraced socialism as the wave of the future, and sought to use the public 
schools to prepare American children to fit into such a society. 

To the NEA, Blumenfeld notes, "the greatest enemy of socialism was the private 
, consciousness that seeks knowledge in order to exercise its own individual judgment 

and authority. High literacy gave the individual the means to seek knowledge individ
ually. To Dewey it created and sustained the individual system which was detrimental 
to the social spirit needed to build a socialist society .•••What better way to under
mine this independent individualism than denying it the necessary tool for its develop
ment: high literacy." 

The "look-say" method of teaching reading, which the NEA used to replace the 
traditional phonics method, Blumenfeld points out, "contradicted all of human history 
in which it had been proven •.• that language, not image, is the chief instrument of 
both learning and instruction. Only the deaf rely on image more than language, and 
even they must master language to achieve any high degree of learning." 

What does the NEA hope to achieve? One answer, of course, is more money for the 
teachers and the schools. Yet, Samuel Blumenfeld shows, the NEA wants more than money. 
It wants complete control over all American education - private as well as public: 
"It is the goal of the NEA to control all teacher certification in the U.S. and, 
through the agency shop, control the hiring and firing of teachers ••.• The private 
school and home education represent the only escape routes for those parents who do 
not wish to submit their children to secular humanist indoctrination. But the NEA is 
doing all in its power to shut off these escape routes by proposing state laws severely 
regulating private schools and outlawing home education ..•• If the NEA has its way it 
will be illegal for virtually ,anyone to teach anything in America without a license .... 
And who will control the licensing? Why, the NEA, of course." 

If Samuel Blumenfeld is overstating his powerful case, the documentation and 
evidence is so overwhelming that the NEA will have to meet the burden of proof in 
ar:ty rebuttal. , ~. Al?an C. Brownfeld , , " 

No.1 - 1/85 
NON·PROFIT ORG, 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 63 

MOUNT VERNON, N.Y. 

514 MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHEllE, N.Y. 10801 

*83605 0040696 0000 4 
HR JONATHAN SMITH
CENTER FOR STUDY OF HARKT 
PO BOX 1001
CALDwELL lU 83605 



Some 11,000 of these reviews were mailed to members 

er from PLYMOUTH ROCK 


NEA: TROJAN HORSE IN AMERICAN EDUCATION 

By Samuel L-.-Blumenfeld 


(Reviewed by W. David Gamble, PhD, Ed. D.) 

Question: What organization seeks to control Congress; to dominate alISO State 
legislatures; to run the Democratic Party; to govern all schools -- public and priv
ate; to bring socialism to America; to promote functional illiteracy; to propagate 
humanism, behaviorism, and Darwinism; and advocates a host of other harmful things 
too numerous to mention? 

Answer: according to Samuel L. Blumenfeld, it is the National Education Associ
ation (NEA). And, in his new book, Blumenfeld has the documentation to back up his 
charges. 

BEGINNINGS 

The NEA was founded in 1857. Its organizers were strong proponents of the pub
lic educational system which had been started two decades earlier. The foundation 
for both public education and the NEA was laid in 1805, when Unitarians seized con
trol of Harvard College, at that time the most important Christian educational insti 
tutions in America. 

The Unitarians brought with them a new understanding of the purpose of educa
tion. Under the old order, education was intended to further man's knowledge of and 
reverence for God, for His word, and His sovereignty. Under the Unitarians, educa
tion became the way to solve society's problems, the way to usher in a new social or
der. "Education would eliminate ignorance, which would eliminate poverty, which 
would eliminate social injustice, which would eliminate crime. (The Unitarians) be
lieved that moral progress is as attainable as material progress once the principles 
of improvement are discovered. In this scheme there was no place for a triune God or 
a divine Christ through Whom salvation was attainable." (pg 9). 

Thus, from the very beginning, public education and its cohort, the NEA, have 
been committed to a non-Christian view of the purpose of education. Unknowing Chris
tians participated in public education endeavours in order that their influence might 
not be denied to the schools. By 1870, only one Protestant denomination, the Missou
ri Synod Lutherans, maintained its own system of private schools. Many Christians 
apparently did not realize the vast implications and aspirations of public education. 

At this time, the Illinois state superintendent of public instruction, Newton 

Bateman, said to an NEA meeting in St. Louis: 


"The amount of latent and domant power; of wealth-discovering and wealth
producing energy; of beauty-loving and beauty-inspiring taste and skill, that 
lie concealed and slumbering in the brains and hearts and hands of the keen, 
shrewd, capable but untutored millions of our youth, is beyond computation. 
Now over all this unreclaimed but magnificent intellectua.l and moral territory, 
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over all of these minds and souls and bodies, with their untold possibilities of 
good, the State has, in my opinion, a sort of right of eminent domain and not 
only may, but should exp.rcise it in the interest of her own prosperity and 
digni ty." (pg 37) 

BEHAVIORISM AND DARWINISM 

How could this come about? How could education, which was once seen as the 
domain of parents, private schools, and churches, so quickly become the domain of a 
statist elite? Mr. Blumenfeld discusses many factors which contributed to this radi
cal change. Among them are the following: 

In the mid to late 1800's, the strong Protestant theology which dominated the 
nation's intellectual climate began to wane. The Biblical view of the nature of man 
no longer held sway. In its place came the pseudo-science of behavioristic educa
tional psychology. Much research had been done in scientific laboratories on the 
nervous system of animals. With the advent of Darwinism, it was logical that what
ever was true of animals would also be true of humans, since they shared a common 
ancestry. Animals, it appeared, learned by means of a specific stimulus calling 
forth a regular response. Thus, man too must be taught by means of Stimulus-Res
ponse, or S-R. ("If you detect something mindless about American education, it's 
because the mind has been taken out of it." (pg 83) 

Mr. Blumenfeld cogently observes that students thus are treated like animals, 
and the school becomes a zoo. "In contrast, children in a Christian school are 
taught that they are human beings created in God's image and accountable to their 
Creator. These children are expected to act like human beings, and they do. Their 
link is not downward through evolution to the monkeys, but upward, through the Bible, 
to their Creator." (pg 53) 

THE CARDINAL PRINCIPLES 

In 1913, the NEA organized its Commission on the Reorganization of Seconday 
Education. In 1918, the Commission issued its Cardinal Principles of Secondary 
Education, an educational manifesto which has set the agenda for NEA activity ever 
since. Amazingly, the Cardinal Principles were printed by the U.S. Office of Educa
tion, giving them a wide distribution and an official look. The Cardinal Principles 
were humanistic, behavioristic, evolutionary, and reflected the passion of John Dewey 
for the remaking of America into a socialistic society via education. "In a sense, 
the progressives (in the NEA) had staged the most successful political coup in Ameri
can history by capturing public education and using it to steer America in a social
ist direction, and enlisting the help of the federal government to do it." (pg 72) 

ILLITERACY AND SOCIALISM 

The two most important figures in American public education, Horace Mann and 
John Dewey, both had a strong dislike for phonics as a means of teaching reading. 
Mann encouraged the use of Thomas Gallaudet's whole-word (look-say) primer in the 
Boston primary school. Gallaudet had originally devised this method to teach deaf 
children to read. Later, it was decided that this might be an effective means to 
teach hearing children also. Dewey taught that the mastery of symbols (phonics) made 
children independent and competitive rather than developing the strong sense of in
terdependence necessary for socialism. Advocates of the whole-word method went so 
far as to say that the ability to read precise words on a page is not important, as 
long as the stUdent "gets the general drift." 
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Today there are 24 million functional illiterates in our society, virtually all 
of whom have from 8 to 12 years of compulsory schooling. 

For Dewey, the greatest enemy of socialism was the private consciousness that 
seeks knowledge in order to exercise its own individual judgement and authority. 
High literacy gave the student the means to seek knowledge independently and Dewey 
charged that was an affair so exclusively individual it naturally evolved into self
ishness. By contrast, inferior readers with inferior intelligence depend upon so
cialistic manipulators for guidance and provision. "The simple truth that experience 
has taught us is that the most potent and significant expression of statism is a 
State educational system. Without it, statism is impossible. With it, the State 
can, and has, become everything." (pg. 18) 

Many of those who were. influential in the construction of curriculum materials 
were, like Dewey, committed to socialism. And this committment showed through in 
curriculum materials. Needless to say, the N[A used its considerable power to push 
this agenda, an agenda to be imposed from above by the educational elites: parents 
and children were not given the opportunity to choose between the development of the 
mind or the "blessings" of illiteracy and adapt ion to socialistic norms. 

The advocates of the whole-word method know that it makes reading into a guess
ing game. Nevertheless, when Dr. William Scott Gray, Dean of the University of Chi
cago's School of Education, published his whole-word readers in 1930, the N[A Journal 
began a series of articles promoting them. The illiteracy which has been produced by 
the whole-word, or look-say, method, has been a bonanza for the educational estab
lishment, which has received millions of dollars to do reading "research". It has 
also kept many publishing houses in business and provides an income for hordes of 
"reading consultants". Mr. Blumenfeld points out that most NEA-types have nothing 
but praise for the Soviet Union's educational system; that, he points out, is ironic, 
since the Soviets teach their children to read using intensive phonics. 

UNIONISM AND MONOPOLY 

An industry which produces a poor product will not last long -- unless that 
industry is subsidized and powerful. The educational establishment is both: it is 
subsidized by the taxpayer and it is a powerful political force by virture of the NEA 
labor union. "The NEA is probably the most intellectually dishonest organization in 
America. It is part union, part professional organization, and part political party 

Its interest in academics is subordinate to its radical political and social 
ends." "Organized labor is using the teachers to help spread unionism throughout the 
whi te collar and public sectors." (pgs. 139,149) 

An educational monopoly is the goal of the N[A. The labor union desires to con
trol the education of every child in America. Those private schools, home schools, 
and even public school teachers who oppose the quest of the NEA will be the objects 
of its wrath. "It is ironic that the teachers in the world'~ freest nation should 
have to struggle to preserve their own freedom against colleagues who would impose a 
professional dictatorship over them. A profession so dominated by the NEA wil.l be 
unfit to teach children hm! to preserve American freedom, for the first thing they'd 
have to teach them is how to get rid of the NEA! Indeed, if American teachers can't 
preserve their own professional freedom, then it doesn't look too good for the rest 
of us." (pg. 212) 
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TO RfMfDY THf rDUCATIONAL OILfMMA 

There is no need for an in-depth review of the present status of public educa
tion. The NfA has achieved its goals admirably. The humanist world-and-life-view 
dominates the curriculum of American public education, top to bottom. Phonics are 
banned from virtually every public school classroom. Billions of dollars flow to the 
educational establishment each year, and the educationists are responsible to no one 
but themselves for the product they offer. SAT scores plummet, while educational 
revenues increase. And on and on. "The simple tru th is tha t the American classroom 
has become a place where intense psycho1ogir:a1 warfare is being waged against all 
traditional values. A child in an American public school is little more than a 
guinea pig in a psych lab, manipulated by trained 'r:hange-agents.' All of this is 
being done with billions of federal dollars in the greatest scam in human history. 
If Americans put up with this much longer, they will deserve the ruin they are paying 
for." (pg 240). 

Public schools are not the answer to America's educational dilemma. The re
course is private and home schools. "The pr .i vate school and home education represent 
the only escape routes for those parents who do not wish to submit ther.r-chiTdremto 
secular humanist indoctrination. But the NEA is doing -3.11 in its power .0 s~t. off 
these escape routes by proposing state laws severely regulating private schools ~nd 
outlawing home education. Some of these regulations are in direct conflict with the 
First Amendment guarantee of the free exercise of religion, and some of them have ac
tually forced the closing of church schools and the imprisonment of pastors, teachers 
and parents. They have precipitated a war for religious freedom between fundamen
talist Christians and state education officers." (pg 214) 

According to Mr. Blumenfeld, Christian individuals and churches must build their 
own schools, colleges, teacher-training institutions, professional organizations and 
journals and other outlets for information and instruction. We must remain alert to 
the actions of the NEA, the most powerful engine of legislation aimed at destroying 
educational and religious freedom in America. 

"America needs schools, but it doesn't need gotrernment schools that drain the 
taxpayer, cripple the children, and destroy our freedoms. The only way to stop being 
'a nation at risk' is to move education out of government hands. What we need is 
more educational freedom, more private schools, and more teachers entrepreneurs. 
They will give us better education at .lower cost, -3.nd all of the insoluble problems 
created by government schools will simply vanish." (pg. 262) 

Dr. Gamble is a college professor and consultant to Christian schools. He is a foun
ding member of ARM (American Reformation Movement) and a member of Plymouth Rock's 
Council of Advisors. To order NEA: Troran Horse in American [ducation, send $9.95 
plus $1. 50 for postage and handling to R SEARCH pug[rcATIoNs, POBox 39850, Phoenix, 
AZ 85069. Visa and Mastercharge accepted (call 1-800-528-0559). 

by writing the Plymouth RockAdditional copies of this Special Report may be obtained 
Foundation, POBox 425, Marlborough NH, 03455: lO-cents a single copy, $2.00 plus 
50-cents postage for 25, $3.75 plus 75-cents postage for 50 copies, $7.00 plus $1.00 
postage for 100. 
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September, 

I r t ed as effort 


ristian culture
o 
By BAR BAIt" MORRIS nonnal intelligence boiling 

; 1I1111f11 Edllt:ttll r Columnist mad. 
""Ihor. " C'h :lnJ;C Agents "Public" education was pro-

In The . r hnn ls " moted ~nd eventuaUy estalr 
The men who founded the lished by a minority of Uni-

United States wcr not pro- tarians, Universalists, athe
ducls of "public" education. ists, socialists and Harvard 
George Washington was edu- elite not as a means to pro
eated by his family. BenJa- vide an education, but to 
min Franklin was taught to change human nature, de-
read by his futher and at- stroy Christianity and estalr 
tended a privatf' school for lish a socialist state. 
writing and arilrmetic. Tho- In 1829, Orestes A. Brown-
mas .Jefferson was tutored. son, a Universal.J.qt clergy-
Of the 117 men who signed man, an ea.rly promoter of 

the Declaration of Indepen- "public" education , and later 
dence, Articles of Confeders- a convert to CatholicLsm, 
lion and the Constitution, one wrote in his autobiography: 
out of three had only a few "The great object was to get 
months of fonnal schooling rid of Christianity, and to 
and only one in four had gone convert our churches into 
to coUege. haUs of seienC€. The plan was 
Should we then be surprised not to make open attacks on 

that the Constitution makes religion . .. but to establish a 
no provision 1m education? system of state, - we said 
Of course not. Education is naUonal schools, from which 
and should be a private mat- aU of religion was to be ex
ter. cluded. in which nothing was 
The problem seems to be to be taught but such knowl

~ hat few people understand edge a3 is verifiable by the 
why we have "plIblic" educa- senses, and to which all par-
lion - why it was originally enls were to be compelled by 
promoted or by whom. If the law to send their children ... " 
details of this ancient history The current battle between 
were widely known. parents Creationisls and Evolutionists 
would be rudely :.twa cned. is nothing more than an ex-
There is a new bonk which tenSion of t e ;nking of the 
'wry p:t rcnt, I!ranrlpnrcnt ori gin~l soc iali.s promoters 
"lid taxpayer mil : l not fa il to of "public" education and 
I'C' d : IS BUe' EOUCA- sl10llld tell us that our un· 
TlON NE I»'<;ARY? by ceasing effo rts to "reform" 
S,1mucl L. Bhurlvn fcld , pulr the sy~tem are a waste of 
ilshe<l uy U CVUl A<lalr. 'J he lunc . By Ib.!6 , h~ in.'i lru· 

anSwe r to the question posed ment of secular, scientific 
in th title should \}l) obvious pullLic education had to be 
o all hut wltil you go back to created in order to divest the 
t:~ IJ.l.' pinn in. of the mess new g(;neration of the reJi gi
thf' r " 11 1ftY I", linge ruig ous myths nnd superslitions 
dl"Jht ·. 0 effec liv has been tha t ..~o in th~ wav of their 
the brainwashtn : by the edu· bc<.:oming rational hilman be-
t ~ tlon cotai ll ishm nt for the ings . 'he public schools 
p ,lst 130 years . would teach scientific facls 
Sam Blum nfeld s pent four only. 

years digging lip the rools of Geology, in particular, was 
today's "publlc" education. a subject that interested the 
In ?4~ pages filled with ex- sociaJ scientists "for if it 
h alf~tive documentation, could be shown beyond a 
!Illlslly from or i" inn l sources, shadow of a doubt that the 
the a uthor cOMl ructs 9 dev- en h was older than the 
<ls ta in~ pictu re whi ch is Bible said it was, this would 
u.,IJtld to fIl " kl' " ny pI'f,on of prove once and for aU that 

the Bible was a myth and not 
be believed as infallible auth
ority." 

Is It any differeDt In 1981? 
How many parents are 

aware that ij!e U.S. system of 
education was modeled upon 
the Prus,sjan school system In 
which the parent·duM rela
tionship was considered sulr 
ordinate to tht cbild's rela-
Uonship to the alate? Did 
Americans in the early 1800's 
ask for this system? No, nor 
were they even consulted. 
The educators decided for 
them. 
From the very beginning, 

parents weI;.f lied to. In 1830, 
the Common School Jouroal 
stated: 

"Our fathers encountered 
the perlls of the ocean, and 
endured the privations of a 
wilderness ... for the great 
caU.'le of equality .. " 
That "friends of education" 

could get away with such a 
blatant lie meant that by 1830 
the Puritan eUtic past was 
only dimly lrnown to tile 
population. And thU.'l it was 
that much easier to do a 
"hard seU" on the rniddJe 
class . The Co=on School 
Journal also argued : 
"Anything which tends to 

lessen th vaJu~ of our free 
schools i.5 hostile to the de
·igns of our plou.s ancestors. 
An y man who.. penruts 
lhese schools to decline can 
hard y be r~!l rae<! as a 
fri end to Utis country." 
In an effort to stamp out the 

despised private schools, par
enls were made to feel 
gui lty : 

"Why do you take your 
chi ldren from the district 
school nnd put them in pli
vate school? ... You contend 
the town schools are corrupt
ing in their influence . .. 
Suppose the town schools are 
8S corrupt as represented 
what is your duty under these 
circum..'fl.anc~ ? To abandon 
them altogether, and let them 
sink deeper and deeper into 
co rruption? No, it is your 

duty ... to relonn them ... . 
it is your duty to put your 
children in the district school. 
Your children must associate 
with the children of the poor 
and vicious at some period or 
other . . . the sooner the 
better ..." 
Again, Is It lilly different In 

1981? Aren't these f~ 
arguments? 
Blumenfeld also provides 

background on the "!ook-say" 
method of teaching reading. 
This system was developed 
by Thomas Ga.Il.audet for 
deaf children who could not 
be taught to read by learning 
alphabet sounds. Instead, 
they were taught to read by 
assoctating whole words with 
pictures. Because it was 
thou'ght the new method 
would save nonnal children 
the trouble of learning the 
aJphabet and letter sounds, it 

. was adopted for general use. 
It is interesting, that even 
today, many of the "innova
tions" in the schools were 
origina.Uy designed for child
ren Jacking nonnal capacity 
to learn. 
The bottom line of Blumen

feld's monumental research 
is that the goals and purposes 
of "public" education have 
not changed one iota since 
the very beginning. By con
tinuing to sltempt to change 
or improve "public" educa· 

Writer and editor. 
tion, we are giving Iegiti· 
macy to 8lI aberration de
signed at its inception to 
change the character of'men 
as a prerequisite for the 
establishment of a soctalist/ 
communist state. It was rec
ognized early on that there 
could not be a soc.l.alist utopia 
until people were educated to 
accept it. 
Those who are carrying on a 

love affair with "public" edu
cation will, If they ·have the 
courage to read this book, 
and if they are truly se1!lters 
of truth, be shocked Into re
·ality. It is difficult to imagine 
that anyone who is troubled 
by the inadequacies and ex-' 
cesses of "public" education 
would go on trying to change 
or improve what is nothing 
more than a myth, wrapped 
in trappings that appeal to 
the morn and apple pie in
stincts In most Americans. 
IS PUBLIC EDUCATION 

NECESSARY? Read it and· 
understand why we are 
where we are and what must 
be done about It. 

. " r . r"" J?o<.//".lj," /.}"I·~ .q...'O.~ if..~~4"' ..Grr..q..,q...Q....b'r--/.ro~.Q"l.~-/.ro.q..<7l'-£r-oq--b~~//...q.....o--~) 
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"All my rights were taken away, I felt so Violated," said Cindy Buchan, 
of Jordan, Minnesota, on the eve of the return of her three children 
from state custody. For six monthS, she and her husband Donald had 
suffered the anguish of a family being totally torn apart. 

On June 6, 1984, Minnesota state authorities felt they had sufficient 
evidence to link the Buchans and twenty-two other adults with an 
organized sex-abuse ring. The FBI and state officials were vitally Inter
ested In the case due to allegations made by two boys that some 
children had been physically harmed. 

When Mrs. Buchan was called In to talk with the state authorities, she 
had no Idea that she and her husband were Implicated, But while 
answering questions about one of the family 's babysltters, her daugh
ter Missy,s, was taken to another room for Interviewing and never 
returned. Then, a social worker Invited Courtney, 3, to get a drink of 
water and they didn't come back. Back home, authorities took Billy, 1, 
from the Buchan's babysitter. Husband Donald was also arrested and 
suspended from his Job until the charges were dropped some five 
months later, Although the children of several other families were 
taken Into custody as well, the Buchans were the only couple to have 
their children returned as early as November. 

The Buchan's case Is unusual only to the extent that It received so 
much publiCity. ThroughOut the nation, amazed parents are learning 
that their state, under statutes allegedly designed to prevent child 
abuse, has an uncontested right to take children out of their homes. 
Such action may be triggered by a doctor's request, the report of a 
social wor~er, or even the recommendation of an alarmed babYSitter. 

State child welfare departments operate on the assumption that the 
state has an overriding Interest In "Its" chldren, an Interest superior 
even to that of the parents. As was demonstrated In last month'S 
FREEDOM REPORT, there Is Increasing conflict In this nation over the 
question, "who owns the children?" While many hold the correct Biblical 
view that God entrusts children to parental authority, others Insist 
that the government has priority In their lives, and parents only fill 

• 

;'. , " 



100,000 of these newsletters went out to members 

FREEDOM COUNCIL BOOK REVIEW 
..... : NEA: Trojan Horse In American Education 

samuel L. Blumenfeld 
The paradigm Company 

In this blockbuster work, Samuel Blumenfeld examines many loom
Ing, unanswered questions that those of us, not entirely satisfied with 
the achievement records of our publiC sChools, may ask. Why have so 
many children, perhaps your own, graduated functionally illiterate? 
Why, after completing certain courses, do your children suddenly show 
a marked disrespect for authOrity - yours and others'? How Is It that a 
closed-shop union like the National Education Association (NEAl can 
have such massive Influence to practically control your own local 
school district? NEA: TROJAN HORSE IN AMERICAN EDUCATION Is a well
documented, substantially footnoted, thoroughly Indexed and rich 
source of research for parents who are becoming IncreaSingly con
cerned about the answers to questions like these and many others. 

In the opening Chapters, the author traces the shifting development 
of our nation's schools from a private to a public system. He explores 
the Impact that Unitarian thought and early socialists had as promi
nent forces behind this change. Not leaVing much area uncovered, 
Blumenfeld fully develops the Influence of such notables as Horace 
Mann, John Dewey, Charles Darwin, and George Friedrich Hegel on the 
early development of the public school system. However, as the title 
suggests, the primary Institution examined In the book Is not the public 
school system, but the NEA. 

The NEA, although established In 1857, did not really obtain a great 
deal of clout In the publiC schools uhtll the early twentieth century 
when the collective, progressive Impact of John Dewey, Dr. James W. 
Crabtree, and Willard E. Givens began to give new direction to the 
organization. It was not until the 1940's that the NEA actually began to 
make a major effort to unionize the teachers on a national scale and to 
exert control over such local matters as school administration and 
student curriculum. For example, perhaps the most powerful chapters 
In this book are those that deal with what Blumenfeld calls "the conspi
racy against literacy." Here the author unveils the mystery of why 
Johnny can't read. He conclusively proves that John Dewey considered 
the real obstacle to the socialization of the United States to be high 
literacy. 

The remainder of the book reveals the NEA's drive for political power 
and for the total control over the education of our children whether 
they be In public, private, or home schools. The NEA, says Blumenfeld, Is 
apparently operating with an agenda which Is totally contrary to the 

. " traditional values which have anchored and served our great and 
. ," 

unique land for over 200 years. 
THE FREEDOM COUNCil whOleheartedly recommends this book to 

. every Citizen, teacher, schOOl administrator, and legislator whO Is 
concerned about their children and their children'S education. You will 
never be complacent about education again. We urge you to pass 
copies to your children's teachers and principal, as well as to your 
legislative representatives. This book rates high on THE FREEDOM 
COUNCil'S "must read" list. (The paradigm Company, Post Office Box 
45161, Boise, Idaho 83711 l -Harley Hickling 

e. 

--------..-..-..---

THE NEA .. .lS 
APPARENTLY 
OPERATINC WITH AN 
ACENDA WHICH IS 
TOTALLY CONTRARY 
TO THE TRADITIONAL 
VALUES WHICH HAVE 
ANCHORED AND 
SERVED OUR CREAT 
AND UNIQUE LAND 
FOR OVER 200 YEARS. 
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For use on or about December 13,1984 

The Birch Log 

The NEA Exposed 
by John F. McManus 

Belmont, Mass. - In April 1983, the National 
Commission on Excellence in Education issued 
a historic report entitled A Nation At Risk. Its 
shocking conclusion stated: "The educational 
foundations of our society are presently being 
eroded by a rising tide of mediocrity that 
threatens our very future as a nation and as 
a people .... If an unfriendly foreign power 
had attempted to impose on America the me
diocre educational performance that exists to
day, we might well have viewed it as an act of 
war. As it stands , we have allowed this to hap
pen to ourselves ." 

NEA Behind It 
While we may indeed have allowed such a 

threat to develop, unquestionably the single 
most important agency causing it is the Na
tional Education Association (NEAl. The most 
powerful forc e in the vital business of teaching 
the young, the NEA has for too long benefitted 
from the widespread presumption of both par
ents and the nation at large that its goals are 
their goals, that well-educated youngsters who 
value freedom , morality and patriotism are its 
desired end product. 

That such is far from the case is devastat
ingly shown in N.E .A.: Trojan Horse in Amer
ican Education by Samuel L. Blumenfeld 
(Research Publications, P .O. Box 39850, Phoe
nix, AZ 85069, $7.95) Yes, American education 
is sick , but it suffers from an illness deliber
ately planted by an "Education Mafia" that 
took control of the nation's public school sys
tem and infected it with collectivism, socialism, 
behaviorism, atheistic psychology, secular hu
manism, progessivism and radicalism. 

Born in 1857, the NEA from its outset was 
determined to creat.e its own kind of national 
system of education. Those who agreed with 
the wisdom of America 's founders in keeping 
the federal government out of education were 
eventually overwhelmed by NEA members, all 
of whom wanted federal power over the entire 
process . Mr. Blumenfeld details the pernicious 

influence early in this century of the "Educa
tional Trust ," as the NEAers called them
selves. Many of these individuals are relatively 
unknown today save for the "Father of Pro
gressive Education," John Dewey. 

Promoting Illiteracy and Socialism 
How does it happen that there are 24 million 

functional illiterates in the U.S. today - even 
though virtually all have had eight to twelve 
years of schooling? Blumenfeld insists that it 
was planned that way: "It was John Dewey 
who first formulated the notion that high lit
eracy is an obstacle to socialism. To Dewey, the 
greatest enemy of socialism was the private 
consciousness that seeks knowledge in order 
to exercise its own individual judgment and 
authority." With Dewey leading the charge, 
America 's educators adopted the terribly 
flawed "look-say" reading process which has 
led to widespread illiteracy. The section of this 
book detailing the conspiracy against literacy 
is simply mind-boggling. 

NEA has become a powerful labor union and 
political activist group. Blumenfeld summa
rizes what it stands for today: "It is forming 
coalitions with other unions to exert maximum 
press ure on candidates and legislators ; it 
hacks Marxist revolution in Central America; 
it never criticizes the Soviet Union ; it wages 
incessant warfare against conservatives . . .. ; 
it is working to bring all teachers and all pri
vate schools under government control; it 
hates capitalism and loves socialism; it is un
compromisingly atheistic; it advocates sex ed
ucation for children, abortion on demand, 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, gun 
control, a nuclear freeze and disarmament. In 
short, for all practical purposes, the NEA might 
as well be the socialist party in America. " 

Blumenfeld recommends moving education 
out of government hands and a steady increase 
in private schools. His important expose of the 
NEA should help mightily to demonstrate the 
need to do both. 

e, 1984 Th e John Birch Society Features 

The Birch Log is a weekly newspaper column syndicated by The John Birch Society. 

For information about The Birch Log please direct Inquiries to : 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont. Massacnusens 02178 San Marino. California 91108 
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Book Review 

'NEA: Trojan Horse in American Education' 

By now, the fact that American 

public education is a disaster area is 
widely recognized. Once, only a small 
number of well-informed critics were 

"N.E..A.: Troil" Horse In Amari-cI" 
EducIUon" 

By Samuel L. Blumenfeld 

Research Public.tions 
Bo. 39850 
Phoenl •. Arlz. 85069 

300 page., S9.95 plus 51.SO 
lor postage and handling 

voices in the wilderness allempting 10 

make Americans aware of the declining 
standards and virtua.l chaos which had 
come 10 characterize public education. 
Part of the message has taken hold. 
When Time, Newsweek, U.S. News & 
World Report, NBC, CBS and ABC 
begin 10 report about the story there 
can be lillie doubt that things have 
deteriorated dramatically. 

Unfortunatelv, most of the discus
sion of our declining public schools 
fails to properly identify the reason for 
the decline. Instead, we are IOld-as we 
were recently on a three-hour ABC-TV 
documentary-that the answer to our 
problem is more money. Such a state
ment overlooks the key fact that we 
now spend more money on the educa
tion of children than any country in the 
world. 

In ! 970, federal aid to students 
amoiJnted to S3.4 billion (in 1983 
dollars), serving twO million students. 
In 1983 the comparable numbers were 

OS 11.4 billion gOIng to 7.9 million stu
dents - a vast increase. Yet, while we 
spend more money, education con
tinues its downhill slide. 

The U.S. spent 6.8 per cent of its 
GNP on education in 1980-81 (or 5200 
billion), up from 3.4 per cent in 
1949- 50 and more than any other na
[ion in the world. Yel. in an academic 
competency test comparing average 
American sixth-graders with their 
counterparts in seven other Western 
Industrialized countries, American chil
dren ranked last in mathematics and 
not much beller in science and ge
ography. The poor U.S. showing was 
described as "alarming" by Glenn 
Sea borg, the Nobel Prize-winning 
scientist who helped direct the sciellce 
ponion of the test. 

In April 1983, the National Com
mission on Excellence in Education 
issued its hisLDric report, "A Nation At 
Risk." The report declared: "The 
educational foundations of our society 
are presently being eroded by a rising 
tide of mediocrity that threatens our 
verv future as a nation and as a peo
pie: ... If an unfriendly foreign power 
had allempted to impose on America 
the mroiocre educational performance 
that exists today, we might weU have 
vIewed it as an act of war. As it stands, 
we have aJlowed it 10 happen 10 our
sel, es ... 

In this important new book, Samuel 
L. Blumenfeld, an expert on American 
roucation who has taught in both 

By ALLAN C. 

public and private schools and has writ
ten extensively on the subject, shows us 
that our deteriorating public schools 
did nOt JUSt "happen." 

A dedIcated and ambitious 
group of men and women - the 
National Education Association 
(NEA) - has consciously caused 
our present dilemma, Blumenfeld 
charges, and have an agenda ror 
our future as well. 

For many years, the NEA has been 
implementing its "progressive" 
philosophy of what schools should do. 
Blumenfeld shows that this progressive 

approach can be found in the report of 
the NEA's Commission on the Re
organization of Secondary Education 
in 1918. The reforms recommended by 
the Commission were called "Cardinal 
Principles of Secondary Education" 
and they reflected the influence of John 
Dewey's new educational agenda as 
well as the new psychology which was 
being introduced at American univer
sities. 

Blumenfeld writes, "The shift in em
phasis from intellectual development to 
social development was revolutionary. 
Dewey strongly opposed the traditional 
system which encouraged the develop
ment of the independent mind ready to 
compete in capitalist society. 'The mere 
absorbing of facts and truths,' he wrote 
in School and Society, 'is so exclusively 
individual an affair that it tends very 
naturally to turn into selfishness.' And 
to Dewey selfishness was synonomous 
with capitalism. If roucation was to 
lead the next generation to socialism, it 
would have to be much less intellectual 
and much more social." 

The NEA-some 70 years ago-em
braced a philosophy which clearly 
downgraded reading, writing, arith
metic, history and science. In his book, 
My Pedagogic Creed, John Dewey 
wrote: 

"I believe that the social life of the 
child is the basis of concentration, or 
correlat ion, in all his training or 
growth. . .. I believe, therefore, that 
the true center of correlation on the 
school subjects is not science, nor 
literature, nor history, nor geography, 
but the child's social activities. I 
believe, therefore, in the so-called 
expressive or constructive activities as 
the center of correlation. I believe that 
this gives the standard for the place of 
cooking, sewing, manual training, etc., 
in the school." 

The NEA 1918 report's "Cardinal 
Principles" for secondary education 

.. What does the NEA hope to achieve by the political power it 
seeks? One answer, of course, is more money for teachers and for 
schools. While the NEA resists all accountability for teaching 
anything - and mounts vigorous campaigns against merit payor 
the testing of teachers - it argues that more money is the answer 
to all of our educational problems. Yet, as Sa,nuel Blumenfeld 
shows. the NEA wants more than money. It wants complete 
control over all American education - private as well as public . .. 

BROWNFELD 

hardly mentioned academic achieve
ment. Instead, they were: (I) Health, 
(2) Command of Fundamental Pro
cesses, (3) Worthy Home-Membership, 
(4) Vocation, (5) Citizenship, (6) Wor
thy Use of Leisure Time, and (7) 
Ethical Character. 

The author argues, "The rejection of 
Strenuous mental training (cognitive 
skills) in favor of social and motor 
skiUs (the affective domain) would 
eventually undermine the entire educa
tion system, despite the valiaht resist
ance of many exceUent teachers who 
held back the revolution for 20 years or 

so. "The progressives simply waited for 
these old-fashioned teachers to retire. 
The new ones conting OUt of the teach
ers' colleges, trained in the new educa
tional psychology, would obey their 

BLUMENFELD 

superintendents and prinCipals." 
For the NEA, the purpose of govern

ment, as set forth in the "principles," 
was the development not of individuals 
but of a "socially oriented personal
ity." 

The :"lEA, the teachers' col
I~es, and othrrs in thr nation'~ 
educational establisbment, Bln
mrnfrld shows, embracrd social
ism as thr wavr of thr future, and 
sougbt to use thr public schools to 
prepare American children to fit 
into sucb a society, 

Willard E. Givens, who was then 
president of the California State 

Teachers Association, told the 1934 ses
sion of the NEA's Department of 
Superintendence that "many drastic 
changes must be made. A dying 
'laissez-faire' must be completely 
destroyed and all of us, including the 
'owners,' must be subjected to a large 
degree of social control. A large section 
of our discussion group maintains that 
the credit agencies, the basic indus
tries and utilities cannot be centrally 
planned and operated under private 
ownership." Givens recommended 
"taking these over and operating them 
at full capacity as a unified national 
system . .. " 

At this time, Marxist radicalism was 
at its height at Columbia's Teachers 
College. George S. Counts, the leftist 
professor who had tourro the Soviet 
Union several times and written glow
ing accounts of its social "experi
ments," published Dare the School 
Build a New Social Order? in 1932. He 
urged that "the teachers should deliber
ately reach for power and then make 
the most of their conquest." 

Why are so many American children 
unable to read? Samuel Blumenfeld 
shows us that illiteracy became wide
spread in the U.S. when, as a result of 
the NEA's crusade against the phonics 
method of teaching reading, the 
"look-say" method was adopted. It is 
Blumenfeld's view that the NEA and its 
supporters had their own ulterior 
motives for fostering a decline in 
literacy. It was John Dewey who first 
formulated the notion that high literacy 
is an obstacle to socialism. 

The authors of The Dewey School, in 
recounting the history of his labora
tory School, wrote in 1936: "Too much 
emphasis cannot be laid upon the fact 
that undue premium is put upon the 
ability to learn to read at a certain 
chronological age... The entertain
ment plus information motive for read
ing conduces much 10 the habit of 
solitary selr-entertainment which ends 
tOO often in day-dreaming instead of 
guided creative activities, controllro by 
objective success or failure." 

John Dewey wrote in 1896 that "It is 
one of the great mistakes of education 
to make reading and writing constitute 
the bulk of the school work for the first 
two years. The true way is to teach them 
incidentaUy as the outgrowth of the 
social activities at this time. Thus 
language is not primarily the expression 
of thought, but the means of social 
communication .... It is not claimed 
that by the method suggested, the child 
wililearn.to read as much, nor perhaps 
as readily in a given period as by the 
usual method .... " 

To Dewey and his followers in the 
NEA, Blumenfeld notes, "the greatest 
enemy of socialism was the private con
sciousness that seeks knowledge in 
order to exercise its own individual 
judgment and authority. High literacy 
gave the individual the means to seek 
knowledge independently. To Dewey it 
created and sustained the individual 
system which was detrimental to the 

(ConlinuN on pag~1]) 
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social spirit needed [0 build a Socialist 
socie[\", ' What bener way [0 under
mine ' chis independent individualism 
chan by denying it [he necessary tool for 
itS development ; high literacy ." 

The evidence is persuasive thaI. as 
Blumenfeld concludes. "the NEA 
played a leey and significant role in ad
vancing [hi5 conspiracy against liter
acy. It was a conspiracy because the 
American people were never informed 
of what was taleing place or given a 
choice. 

"They were never asked if they 
wanted [heir children [0 be taught in a 
manner [hat would turn [hem into func
(ional illiterates . They were never asked 
if they wanted their children's educa
cion [0 be tailored for Socialist 
ends , All of t his was imposed from 
above by educators, psychologis15 and 
ph ilosophers imbued with a messianic 
mi"ion co transform America into a 
S<Xlali>l ,ociety." 

Th~ " look-say" method of teaching 
re3uing, the author points oue. 
" co ntr3dicted all of human history in 
·.,hie;' it had been ;>roven ., . that lan
<U3~C . nO[ image. is the chief instru
;;' ~ n-t of both learning and instruction. 
O"lv the deaf rely on image more than 
language. and even t hey must master 
language to achieve any high degree of 
learning." ' 

The functional illiteracy produced by 
the methods of teaching the NEA has 
supported has proven. Blumenfeld 
points out, "to be the greatest financial 
boon in the history of public education. 
It has provided such multi-million and 
billion4lllar programs as Title One. 
the National Right to Read Effort. the 
Office of Basic Skills, Head Swt, 
FoUo.. Through. Special Education 
and an unending flow of federal granu 
into 'research' on reading - as if the 
teaching of reading were a mysterious 
unknown process recently discovered 
by prof~sors of education. When will 
it all end? If the NEA has its way 
never. " 

No... the NEA has become a labor 
union and a powerful political force. Its 
president. Mary Futrell. openly 
declares [hat "Instruction and profes
sional development have been on the 
back burner to us. compared with polit
ical action." 

From its 1.6 million members - in
cluding 71 per cent oi America' s public 
schoolteachers - it collects an average 
ot' 5261 each in dues. giving it ane its 
aifiliates an eSlimated S37S-million 
warchest annually . The NEA's political 
action comminee poured more than 
S2A million into 1984 campaigns of 
"friends of education." such as Walter 
"'1ondale. This is eight times the 
S300.000 it spent four years ago. 

What does the NEA hope 10 achieve 
by the political power it seeks? One 
answer . oi cour~e. is more money for 
leachers and for schools. While the 
N EA resists all a"ountability for 
teaching anything - and mounts 
vIgorous campaIgns against merit pay 
or the testing of teachers - it argues 
that more money is the answer to all oi 
our educational problems . Yet . as 
Samuel Blumenfeld shows. the NEA 
wants more chan money. It wants com
plel: control over all American educa
lion - pnvate as well as public . 

"It is the goal of theNEA." he 
writes, "to control all teacher certifi
cation in the United Stales and, 
through lhe agency shop, control the 
hiring and firing of teachers. The agen
cy shop will provide NEA with iu own 
compulsory income tax of the entin: 
teachinll profession, and it will bar 
from Ihe classroom anyone who docs 
not agree with iu philosophy .. . . 

"TIle pnyale scltooJ uHII 110_ 
etlacalloa reprelea' tile oaly 
escape nMlte for u.- paretlil 

_Ito do DOl whll 10 JIIbmll tllelr 
(lIi1t1ft1l 10 seaalu balllaalll I. 
doctriudoa. Bat the NEA iI do
IDI all in its po"er 10 shut off these 
escape .001Ies by propos.\aa Slale 
laws severely rqulJltlaa privale 
scllool. aad olltla"lal bOlRe 
edacatloa. 

"Some of these regulations are in 
direct conflict with tbe I st Amendment 
guarantee of the free exercise of reli
gion. and some of them have actually 
forced the closing of church schools 
and the imprisonment of pastors. 
teachers and parents . They have precip
itated a war for religious freedom be
tween fundamentalist Christians and 
state education officers." 

The strategies being used by the NEA 
to achieve monopoly control of Ameri
can education indude the following ; 

• The professionaI st.rategy (teacher 
certification and teachers college 
accreditation); 

• The labor union strategy (exclusive 
representative. agency shop and a 
federal collective bargaining law); 

• Content of education (the secular 
humanist curriculum. loole-say method 
of reading. etc.); 

• Elective politics (NEA-PAC. state 
affiliate PACs. political party involve
ment. endorsement of candidates); 

• Government agencies (U ,S. De
paumenl of Education. National Insti
tute of Education. stale departments of 
education); 

Alllhol Blllmenfeld not.. th.t the NEA Is in.ol.~ In push/nll .,.t. I.... olltl.../nll 
I"i••t • • nd Chlistl.n lund.m.nt.lIst schools. Th. R••• E••,en SlIe••n's chuleh. 
,.I.t~ school in N.t"ulce lOUflht • PIOtl.ct~ bettl...lth the ,t.t.', go..rnOl .nd 
Rue.tlon .st.IIIISIIm.nt /H/ol. h • .... fOIf:~ to clos. the chulch', .choo/. AIIo••• 
th. R••• SII•••n (I.ftl .... photogl.ph~ on his lei.... from the Cu. Count, /.11 
.lter .pend/nll 13 d.,s th.,./n ••,1, 19G. 

• Legislation (NEA and state af
filiate lobbies. legislative agendas and 
proposals); 

• Federal funding (control of the 
disbursement of federal funds to 
schools, research cenlers, psychological 
Iaboratories)_ 

If the NE.A hu its way. declares 
Samuel Blumenfeld, "it will be illegal 
for virtually anyone- to teach anything 
in America without 'a lkensc.. Every 
teacher. public or private, will be li
censed. every teacher of teachen will be 
licensed, every substitute will be li
censed, every teacher of remedial read
ina will be licensed. and schools. public 
and private. will be required to hin: 
only licensed teachers. And who will 

.:ontrol the licensing? Why, the :-<EA. 
of course . " 

For the NEA. says Blumenfeld. to
day's deteriorated public schools are 
not a failure . but a success; "What we 
have today is what the progressives 
have wanted. They have not failed. 
They bave succeeded in their effons to 
rid American schools of independent 
intelligence. 

"They said exaclly what they wanted 
in their books. articles, speeches. and at 
conferences and leminars. They 
prepared the new textbooks and cur
ricula. They designed the new schools. 
They trained the new teachers . And as 
comedian Flip Wilson's 'Geraldine' 
used to say, 'What you see is what you 
get!" 

Blumenfeld believes that there is only 
one way out for the American people. 
He urges" A massive exodus from the 
public schools into private ones where 
the freedom still exists to create a cur
riculum with a strong academic foun
dation. The public educators know this 
and that is why the !'lEA is pressing for 
the regulation of private schools ... 
At a time when the Courts are breaking 
up ~uch monopolies as che former Bell 
System. Ihe' NEA is busily creating one 
that will make its private counterpart 
seem like a model of decentralization. 
The NEA is a private union that wants 
the power of a government to crush its 
competition. It wants to own American 
education as its eJtdusive fief. Why is it 
immune from the anti-trust laws? .. " 

For those who read this well
documented and disturbing book, the 
causes of our educational decline will 
no lonler be a mystery . Blumenfeld has 
issued a warning. If "'e fail to heed it 
and we action, we should no longer la
menl the sad state of our schools. It is 
""thin our power to return control of 
American education to the American 
people and eliminate the monopoly 
povm- of the NEA_ If we fail to do, so 
we will have only ourselves to 
blame. • 
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Writer: Public' schools 'failures 

By JIM SPARKS 
Staff wrlle, 

Sam Blumenfeld calls it "a declaration of war." 
The Boston writer told an audience of 50 at 

Sunrise Church of Christ in Spokane that public 
schools have been an experiment in failure, leading 
to illiteracy and fear. 

"I believe the only solution for God-loving, God
fearing parents is to take their child from the public 
school and put them in private schools, religious 
schools, or home-school them," Blumenfeld said 
Tuesday night. ' . 

Home schooling in Washington received a boost 
Wednesday when the Legislature approved a bill al
lowing parents who teach their children at home to 
be exempt from the state's truancy law. . 

But Blumenfeld criticized the bill, which requires 
a "state-<:ertified teacher to evaluate the ·children's· 

. progress one hour a week. . 
"It's better to have no bill than to have this bill," 

he said, "because this bill will put them (state au
thorities) right into your home." . 

In Idaho this year, a . bill to loosen the require
ments on home schooling passed the House but died 
in a Senate committee. The bill was proposed large
ly out of sympathy for the Shippy families, three 
New Plymouth brothers and their wives who were 
jailed for three weeks in November when they 
refused to send their children to public schools or an 
approved private school. 

The state did not approve the Shippys' home
schooling program. When the Shlppys refused to 
meet the state requirements, six of the children 
were carried out of the home in January and placed 

with foster parents. 
"The Shippys took the risk," Blumenfeld said. "We 

will not regain our freedom until someone stands 
up." 

He contends reading problems among student.~ 
are part of a "diabolical" plot to "dumb down the 
masses" and create a more pliant, socialist society. 

He also said parents "take an enormous risk" 
when they put their children in public schools. 

"There is an invisible sign on the door of every 
public school in America which teils Jesus Christ tc. 
keep out," Blumenfeld said. . 

The main culprit, he argues, is the National Edu· 
cation Association, which he calls atheist and com
munist in his book, "N.E.A.: Trojan Horse in Ameri
can Education." 

"We're concerned that this type of propaganda 
may be spreaqing," Leona Dater, a representative 
of the Eastern Washington UniServ Council, an NEA 
affiliate, said Wednesday. 

Dater characterized Blumenfeld's conspiracy 
claims as "the big lie approach." . 

"They almost give the impression that their politi
cal goals are God's agenda," she said. . 

About 1.7 million of the nation's 2.4 million educa
tors are in the NEA. . . 

"It is ridiculous to presume that we are trying to 
take over the country in some insidious way," Dater 
said. 

The call for parents to remove their children from 
public schools is not a solution, she said, because it 
does not take into account the many families who 
can't afford to educate their children in private 
schools. or where one of the parents is not home 
during the day for home scilooling. 
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2 The Parkersburg News Thursday, June 8, 1985 

Educator, Author To Talk on NEA 

"Due to the programs and policies 

of the National Education Associa
tion, at least 1 million students 
emerge from our high schools each 
year as functionaJ illiterates," says 
Samuel L. Blumenfeld, distinguished 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld 

author and educator. 
Blumenfeld will be in Parkersburg 

Saturday. 7:30 p.m., at the Holiday 
Inn to discuss his latest book "NEA: 
Trojan Horse in American Educa
tion." The event. which is open to the 
public. is being sponsored by the 
local John Birch Society. 

The author of six books on educa
tion. Blumenfeld has earned a repu
tation for accurate reporting, objec
tive scholarship, and refreshing 
candor in a subject area often 
befogged by professlonalese. 

Citing the boast by Its Executive 
Secretary Sam Lambert that the 
NEA would become a "political 
power second to no other special 
interest group." Blumenfeld accuses 
the nationwide group of being "a 
private union that wants the power of 
government to crush its private com
petition. It wants to own American 
education as its exclusive fief," he 
says of the NEA. "Its goals are 
politicaJ and social, not academic." 

Born and educated in New York 
City. Blumenfeld graduated from the 
City College of New York in 1950, 
studied in France for two years and 
worked as an editor in the New York 

book publishing industry for 10 years. 
In 1970, he began a full time writing 
career. 

His book, "Is Public Education 
Necessary?" has been described by 
one critic as one of the most impor
tant books about education ever writ
ten. 

Blumenf eld's w r i t i n g s  h a v e  
appeared in "Esquire," "Reason," 
.. Inquiry." "American Opinion." 
"E ducation D i g e s t." "Vit al 
Speeches," "Child & Family," "Con
servative Digest," "Boston Maga
zine." "The Reading Informer," and 
other publications. He has taught in 
both public and private schools. 
including a private school for Chil
dren with learning and behavioral 
problems. 

Blumenfeld has participated in 
educational conferences sponsored 
by the Heritage Foundation, the Insti
tute for Humane Studies, the Center 
for Independent Education, the Read
ing Reform Foundation. the Thomas 
Alva Edison Foundation, the Ameri· 
can Legislative Exchange Council 
and the Liberty Fund. He has been a 
frequent guest on radio and television 
talk shows. 
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Author charges 
pu I 9 schools 
'owned by Satan' 
By Amy Blotcber Guerrero 

A onwIIrttJI 

NORTH EASTON - Public: 
education, IIId aile supponed by 
the National EdueatJon "",socl.
uon. 15 doome-d ;utd public Khooli 
have bEooeomll "temples of aWifm. 
Ignol'V1u Md vica," author Sam· 
u 1 t... Bll.lmanlilid 'AId Tu.sday 
nigh( at ol mHlmg of 0.. JaM 
Blrcll Socll'y h ld .t OaJ&u A.m •• 
Memorial Hall. 

Using unft>l.trd 
events H eviden«, _ tlJe suield .. , 
of 6,000 tfin;lIoll'1 in the U.S. In 
1984. ;II Satanic cult murdu in at! 

a.muent New Vork luburb. \he in
troduction of "deal..b education" 
curricula Into many school 

el'Nl and the oal;oll." Man IIlIt
tney Ate - Blumeo/.ld eOD
!.ended tbat AmeriClll public 
I<:hool$ an OW1ltd by 5Iu.o." 

He urged nl.$ to remove 
their chlldf"tn ftolD public school. 
and teach thea) a, tome or .nmll 
them in chun::h·a/flUated schools. 
"Public �ocll art \ll1denninin& 
Wlr rvligjoul faith," he uld. 
"Alter lZ yeara you don't know if 
the child come out a.n ,theill, 
• n11\l1151, I. punk roel.:tr or an al' 
oon.ic." 

Th" 30 peopll in the auditne. 
Went mll!)bers o! the John 811"C.b 
Society . ..mUlled with thl North 
Attleboro wptet. Md I 'IW 
tueb.ers wilb oppoainl vi&'WpOinu 

. On lbe N.E.A. 
Before Blumenfeld began hi, re· 

mUla. the 011.8 was $.alultd and 
the Re.... Earl Slrllcin,er or 01., 
Chutch DC Christ in North Attle· 
boro, ...,bo hu. n I mlmou of 
Ole John 8ircl1 Society {Ot 10 
ye"u, ltd!.lle fl'OUp in. pn.y". 

BlumeDltld. 59. is the aUlhor of 
Mv.n books critical DC puhlic 
education. inciu..unl hi, lalesl. 
puOlish  lUI ytar. "'NEA: TroJlIl 
Hone in ArnericH Uucalion." Ha 
(('aid" In Dorchul.er. 

".4.merieatll dOIl't fullte the ex· 
nl of Ibe de<:llll. In American 

eduulion," Blum .. ntrld IWd. "or 
bow liltl' Amenea.JlJ In.m in 
aebool. II', ;an 3.OlOlull crime be· 
cau.........1\1 pay GO much for educa· 
ti /'! and . .... , .  be,nl shoncha.n&.d 
by the edu (..luon.ll eliwbllslunelll 
that i, drhball [Y 'dumbing. 
dO..... "Tl· the Ametiean society sG il 
will be npe for a a.oclallrt taXI!
ovar." 

Blumenfeld'. e.h.ief contention II 
WI the NE:A, sluoped. by ludlnl 
8&<:ular humaniit. in Ill. 1920. 
3.1Id 193011, Ius bc-ooml a palJUcai 
org3.1l1"uon. ,taking oul lib.,al 
poliey po.luolU 00 '" y,,1de-raJlga of 
Inue, and iuo... ing • strons lobby· 
I.n S eifon paid for by the annual 
dueli of i\lmO$t twO million tetch· 
m. 

"ror ;,11 Inlanu and purposu, 
it·, our third polilieti party." he 
... id. 

Tha abs-cn« of tallgion In 
achool and the tnchins o( evolu· 
tion. "Ellumtnftld MId. I..,cb stu· 
denu ,·thlll thay'llII Mlimlll, and 
that theN" 00 meanlns to UJe ell' 

SAMUEL BLUMENFELD 
. .. addr(J:$$8s Easton meellng 

pt throu", sclf·aCluali1.f.tion, 
wh.ll.".r that is, and lbat _'re on 
the brinlr. ot nueJeat holouu5t." 

Touchini upon "duo.h aduca· 
lion," he Jaid, "Publle a.cbools are 
forbidden to taad! about 1M livine: 
God but Lbo)' Ineh about the 
humanlrtic balief In duth. Who 
lave lb. NEA lblR lI\/lftdatt to 
L!athdMth t'ducaUoo?" 

La t9S8 thaN ware lhc-ee eblld 
n.lieidlt, h. wd, adding thlt lut 
YUt thtl'oil Wlrt 6,001). "Death 
tdUClUoo II not P,",YllnUnS Jui· 
cid., It's llIalcJDg II mO Illl Keep(' 
Ibll," bl Qid. 

BlumeDlrld .... d Sat.&llk cults In 
...,bleb anlmalt .and people Ire uc· 
rUlce4 ban beJUD to oocur In the 
U.S. Altar refemnS to l pa.rtlt\l· 
larly JNuoma murder by I cull of 
YOWlS \>fOpl, reponad in the N w 
York Tlma' lut yeu, 8lum.ntotld 
wd, ''Tbue leu _1lII eommiltad 
by younl Am.ricu.l who bve 
lOne throU.&h our educational 
,ynalll.N 

I..n tdditlon, Blulrlente.ld W 
cha.r,t'd wt lba nation', if"OWUlg 
iUit.rtey r.ltc WIll pllnllad by 
Iltden of tha N£A to 'PHd tha 
nation', "'all" 10 Icclall,l!), the 
'Oll of ...,Meb I, "the death of man· 
lund." 

''There', .. gigantie ruu88le 
soine: on betw .. n Satan and God," 
Blumfnfeld eoneJudlii. '.,.,.,. 
enalllY l.J very elOS4 to victory. We 
will win tl'l th. end bteau ... God 
lr1wnphs I.n lbe .nd. we know 
that." 

Tony C.bnl.!. I biology teacher 
&I 8roelnon High School and II 
membotl of the NEA. as well .. the 

Teachers Au.ocla. 
lion. ch&llenled many of Blurntn· 
'aid', tt.lwmenu. He. in rom, wu 
uked to d.f.od Ns b,lI,f In avolu. 

tlOD by I DWJ"\Wf 0' u.oa.e p .... .!IlnL 
'Tm , aelflllJn and an evolu· 

tiol1llt.," Cabral e.aid. "and I don't 
k.now I 'KUlar hUI'lla.nlrt. I re5-lnt 
btlac labeled all IOl"l.t\lment of iI· 
Uuraey." 
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tEducation Malpractice' 
IAfflicts U.S., Speaker Says 
' . 

.. 
i . By Jennifer Young 

JoumoIR_ 

.. Samuel L. Blwnenfeld thinks a sign 
: ~hould be placed over the doors of 
;America's public schools: "Warning: 
~This school may be dangerous to the 
lhealth and safety of your child." 
.• Public schools themselves have an 
-affliction, said Blumenfeld, a former 
.public and private school teacher and 
·the author of six books on education. 
~hat's more, he said, there's 00 cure 
.lor the affliction. 
-' "In this country we practice educa
·tion malpractice on a wide scale ... 
:and nobody Is held responsible," Blu
:menfeld told an audience of about 100 
'PeOple last night at the Sawtooth 
bUilding. He was in town to promote 
jJls latest book, "NEA: Trojan Horse 
in American Education." 

His appearance was sponsored by 
the JOM Birch Society, he said in an 
interview yesterday. Other North 
Carolina stops on the promotionotour 
include Salisbury, Charlotte, Rocky 
Mount, Jacksonville, Morehead City 
and Wilmington. 

"The groups that have been most 
receptive (to his message) have been 
the fundamentalist Christians," said 
Blumenfeld, a New York native. He 
described himself as an activist con
servative and a Christian. He's a Re
publican and formerly a Libertarian. 

He recommends that parent8 take 
their children out of public schoola. 
"You can't work within the system. 
We've tried that and it doesn't work." 

ic, spiritual and moral danger. 
One academic danger, he told the 

audience, is North Carolina's new Ba
sic Education Plan. "I was absolutely 
shocked, I could not believe what I 
was reading." He said that it con
demns a third of the state's children 
to functional illiteracy. 

One of the problems is that the plan 
says children should be taught to read 
by looking at whole words, rather 
than by phonics. 

Blumenfeld said that it's big busi
ness to teach the wrong way: The 
whole-word method requires a lot of 
materials and remedial materials 
are required when it doesn't work. 

But there's more to the suppression 
of phoniCS than even greed, Blwnen
feld said in an interview. High litera
cy has been shown to be an obstacle 
to socialism, he said. 

He said that he has given up on 
public education. He proposes that 
students be taught in private, church
run schools or at home by their fam
ilies. When asked how low-income 
people will manage that, he said, "at 
the moment, they're in a bind." 

The audience wt night included 
several members of the Forsyth ~ 
sociation of Classroom Teachers. 

Colleen Lanier, the president, said 
the speecb angered and frustrated 
her. "I know 10 many people out there 
wbo are caring and workin& hard," 
she said. She issued a statement earli
er in the day that she does not believe 
most citizens would accept Blumen

He said that children face academ- feld's message. 
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Blumenfeld: NEA supports 
radical left, not children 
By ;\<lITCHELL DIGGS 
Staff Writer 

Northeast Mississippi teachers should examine 
carefully the policies and values of the National 
Education Association before joining the organiza
tion, a former teacher and author of six books on 
education said Monday in Tupelo. 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld, author of "N.E.A.: Tro
jan Horse in American Education," charged that 
the NEA has become more interested in exerting 
political power to implement liberal programs 
than in teaching children to read. The country's 
alarming illiteracy rate can be traced to curricu
lum changes sponsored by the group, he said. 

BLUMENFELD'S VISIT, part of a nationallec
ture tour, was sponsored by the local chapter of the 
John Birch Society. He spoke Monday night at 
Lakeview Baptist Church, and is scheduled to 
speak in Starkville today. 

A New York native, he earned his bachelor's 
degree from City College of New York and studied 
for two years in France. He has taught in public 
and private schools, specializing in literacy. 

"I consider the NEA to be a very dangerous 
political organization whose goals I consider to be 
contrary to the desires of the American people," 
he said. "It espouses the political and social goals 
of the radical left in this country. What they want 
is control, monopoly control, and they don't even 
give a damn about the kids." 

The NEA supports socialism, the Sandinista gov
ernment of Nicaragua, the Equal Rights Amend
ment. abortion and a nuclear freeze which would 
insure Soviet superiority, he charged. The organi
zation uses its political lobbying groups and influ
ence to fight the policies of conservatives, he said. 

The group's power extends deeply into local gov
ernments, but conservatives have not considered 
the threat. Blumenfeld attributed the failure of 
many conservative politicians to ride Ronald Rea
gan's coattails into office last year to the NEA's 
power at the state and local level. 

liThe radical left is really using the NEA to 
achieve political power in this country. They can't 
achieve it through the Socialist P arty or the Com
munist Party. so they're channeling alllheir ener
gies through the NEA. That's where a lot of the 
'60's radicals have gone - into the teaching profes

"The radical left is really using the 
NEA to achieve political power in this 
country ... That's where a lot of the 
'60's radicals have gone - into the 
teaching profession." 

- Samuel Blumenfeld 

sion. They h~ ven't given up their radicalism; 
they've just changed the a venue they are using." 

QUOTING FROM "A Nation at Risk," the April 
1983 report which warned of a "rising tide of medi
ocrity" in America's schools. he blasted curricu
lums which include such topics as sex education. 
sensitivity training. the threat of nuclear war. 
death education and values clarification. Schools 
have failed in the basic purpose of educating the 
country's children. he said. 

"All of American education is controlled by the 
behavioral psychologiists and the progressives. 
They control the NEA and are using it to imple
ment their programs, while on the other hand, our 
schools turn out 1 million functionally illiterate 
children per year. American schools specialize in 
turning out functionally illiterates." 

SCHOOLS ALSO fail to equip students to deal 
with moral issues. he said. The NEA's stand on 
abortion. birth control and sex education has cre
ated a national crisis of teen-age pregnancies and 
sexually-transmitted diseases. he said. 

"Instead of frightening them to death about' nu
clear war, why don't they frighten them to death 
about sexually-transmitted diseases?" he asked. 

Blumenfeld encouraged teachers to investigate 
alternate professional associations. The nation's 
1. 7 million NEA members contribute an average of 
$300 each annually, giving the organization an an
nual cash flow of a half-billion dollars, he said. 

Other organizations. such as the Professional 
Educators of Iowa. provide teachers with compa
rable benelit3Cor Car less money, and do not inter
fere so strongly in the nation's political structure. 
he said. 
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Allthor:NEA"sgoal 

•
18 politjc~l ' p0'f~-r ..:,; 

By CONNIE OEHruNG' against it? Because their aim is to 
- , Staff.writer get us all into a worldwide socialist 

The National Education Associa- ' , government." ' , , 
tion is more concerned with power ~ Blumenfeld said his evidence of 
money, and taking control of the NEA goals is drawn from the un
government than with educating ion's own literature. He claims the 
children, according to Sam unionnotonlysupportsprogressive 
Blumenfeld, author of "NEA: Tro- teaChing methods, but attacks tra
jan Horse jn American Educa- dltional ones. The NEA perceives 
tion." the "New Right" as Its main -; 

Blumenfeld is visiting Fairbanks enemy, he added, and is benf on 
this week to conduct a se'minar as destroying it. He deScribed the New 
the guest of Eagle Forum, a con~ Right as people who believe in 
servative "pro-family" organiza- Judeo-Christian values and a con
tion. ' ' ,stitutionar form Df government, 
, Blumenfeld said his goal is to "in- and those that support Christian 

form the American people as to morality, free enterprise, pro-life, 
what has been happening to their and similar issues. 
educational system, and to show Blumenfeld believes the NEA 
the relationship betWeen the NEA 'has no right to take strong partisan 
and the disintegration of the Amer- positions such as its opposition to 
ican educational system.'" the New Right. He also believes 

The NEA is not an educational that public employees should not be 
but a political organization, he able to form unions. . 
said~ "They have spent a lot of time "Working for the government 
politicizing teachers. The teachers should be a privilege," he said. 
are on a power drive-their goals "They should be grateful to the tax
are not the same goals as those of payer and the government for. ~v
the American people." c' • ing them this job. But their desire 

Blumenfeld believes that func- now is to control the taxpayer and 
tional illiteracy and other the government." · , 
academic problems today are And the effect of unionizing is ,to 
being deliberately created by the create hostility between the 
educator. Ever since progressive teacher and the public, he said, be
educational methods ~ame wide- cause the teachers develop loyalty 
ly accepted, children have been toward theu- union rather ~an the 
learning to read by psycholinguis- government. ' ' 
tic methods, he said. He feels that Blumenfeld is a former teacher 
teaching intensive phonics is the in both public and private schools, 
only correct method for teaching but has been a full-time writer 
reading. since 1970. He and John Lofton, Jr., 

He is skeptical about recent re- conducted their first seminar, here 
ports of improved SAT scores Monday and will repeatit tonight at 
nationwide. He suspects that 7 p.m. in the AIaskaland Civic Cen
scores were higher only because ter. They will cover the tQpics: 
the tests were made easier, he said. "Who Owns Yilur Child? ~! ~1he 

"It would be very easy to solve Disaster in American EducatioQ," 
the reading problem," he said. "We "Where Did We Go Wronll;?".and 
just have to mandate the teaching "National and Foreign Affairs
of intensive phonics in the first Spotlight on South Africa." 
grade. But not a single legislature , Lofton is a columnist for the 
in the union has done that. Why? ' Washington Times and former edi
Because the educational establish- tor of several conservativ~ publica
ment is against it. Why ~e they tions. ' 
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Education author lashes out 
at nation's public schools 
By BETH FRANCIS 

News-Press Stat! Writer 


Just as the Chinese used to 
bind baby girls' feet to keep them 
from growing, public educators in 
the United States are deliberately 
binding children's brains so their 
minds don't grow, education au
thor Samuel Blumenfeld told a 
crowd of about 60 Saturday night. 

Blumenfeld, 
who has written 
six books on edu
cation - the lat
est titled "Na
tional Education 
Association; Tro
jan Horse in 
American Edu
cation" 

~........---"....-"'- I ash e d 0 uta t 

BLUMENFELD public education 

during a two-hour speech at the 
Ramada Inn on the River spon
sored by the Tax Reform Immedi
ately (TRIM) Committee. 

"Every September, it breaks 
my heart when 3 million Ameri
can children enter public schools 
ready to learn and I know that at 
least I million of them will 
emerge as functional illiterates 
- deliberately handicapped by a 
system that just doesn't care," he 
said . 

Blumenfeld said children 
don't learn to read because 
schools teach the "Iook-say" 

method whereby students learn 
words by recognition . instead of 
the old-fashioned " phonics" 
method in which students are 
taught the sounds of the letters of 
the alphabet. 

He said the look-say method 
was developed at the turn of the 
century by progressive behav
ioral scientists such as John De
weyand John Watson, as a delib
erate attempt to breed illiteracy 
in children. . 

These progressives believed 
in evolution and socialism and 
targeted the young in an attempt 
to bring socialism to the United 
States, he said. 

"They saw high literacy as an 
obstacle to socialism. Indepen
dent intellectuals were not condu
cive to col-lective control. They 
knew the only way to bring social
ism to the United States was to 
dumb down the American peo
pie," he said. 

Many children are unfairly 
diagnosed with learning disabili 
ties when, in fact, their only prob
lem is the method by which they 
are taught to read, he said. The 
only solution is for parents to pull 
their children out of the public 
school system and put them in 
private schools or teach them in 
the home, he said. 

"There are two forms of child 
abuse," he said. "The first is abor· 
tion. The second is what goes on in 
the schools today. . . their object is 
to destroy the child's mind ." 
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I Local NEA Spokesman 
Rebuts Illiteracy Charge 
By KERRI MORGAN 
Post-COurier Reporter 

Tbe author of a book about the Na· 
lional Education Association Monday 
accused the organilalion of purposely 
helping to graduate illiterate students 
- a cbarge labeled "absurd" by a lo
cal NEA spokesman. 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld, a self
described conservative, said he wrote 
"The NEA: Trojan Horse in American 
Educalion," because be believes the 
group of 1.7 millioD members is re
sponsible for the declining U.S. liter
acy rate. 

Martha Kanapaux. president of the 
Charleston County brancb of the Na
tional Education Association, re
sponded that Blumenfeld "relies 
heavily on emotionalism and does not 
repond to logic. He is a member of a 
group whose main goal is to destroy 
public education." 

"The NEA wants to create a Social
ist world government," said Blumen
feld. who was bere to address tbe 
Cbarleston chapters of the John Bircb 
Society. 

In their efforts to kill individuaJis. 
tic intelligence. (former NEA leader 
John) Dewey and bis followers 
"proceeded to strip education of 
mind, soul and literacy," Blumenfeld 

I
said. 

Blumenfeld said he believes most 
teachers wbo belong to the NEA do as 
they are told and are not aware of its 

I
"secret agenda," which he said in
cludes values clarification a n d  

I 
courses such a s  sex education. He said 
I schools should teacb only basic aca
I demic principles and good moral vai
I ues througb religion. 

"(Reform) won't work for one very 
signi!icant reason. The academic sub
stance of public education today is 
controlled lock, stock and barrel by 
bebavloral psycbologists ... The 
American cla s s r oom has been 
transformed into a psycb lab and the 
funclion of a psycb lab is not aca
demic ercellence. 

"Cbildren in public scbool are being 
barmed in four ways: Academically 
through methods producing failure; 
spiritually because scbools under
mine the Cbrislian faith; morally be
cause cbildren are in contact with 
drug users and sexually active people; 
and physically tbrough assaults." 
"I did not attend (Blumenfeld's) 

speecb because it Is pointless to go to 
a place where the audience Is sympa
thetic," said Mrs. Kanapaux. "They 
make accusalions that the NEA con
trols teachers. but It'. not true. All 
NEA poliCies and positions are grass
roots decisions approved at conven
tions by teachers." 

"All of our policies and posilions 
are published," she said. "We are in
volved polilically to get tbe resources 
and funding to create an educational 
environment in whicb all children. of 
any ability and with any learning 
problem, can learn. 

'We are best interested in eqUity 
and quality to meet the needs of stu
dents and we address tbe needs of 
teachers because they are responsIble 
for meeting OUf goals for students." 

Sbe said Blumenfeld's cbarge tbat 
the NEA promotes illiteracy as part 
of a secret agenda designed to create 
a Socialist world government is "al>
surd." 
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Author gives 

U.S. schools 

failing grade 


By THAD OGBURN 
. Daily News Staff 
Calling American public schools 

an academic, moral and physical 
risk to students, an author and 
former teacher urged parents dur
ing a Jacksonville speech this 
weekend to take their children out of 
public schools. 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld. who has 
written six books on education. 
spoke to about 100 local citizens 
Saturday night about the dangers in 
the public schools. which he termed 
a "cesspool." He said parents 
should put their children in private 
schools. in church schools or teach 
them at home. 

"I simply tell parents . . 'Look, the 
party's over.' We've had it with 
public education." Blumenfeld said. 
"It's a very sorry day when the 
American public can be taken to the 
cleaners by the educators." 

Public schools. Blumenfeld said. 
pose an academic risk to students 
because students are not learning to 
read well in them. Public schools 
are a moral risk because of sexual 
promiscuity and a physical risk 
because of violence and drug 
problems, he added. 

Humanists control the public 
schools. Blumenfeld said. and will 
continue to do so unless parents act 
by taking their children from the 
schools. 

"As long as they (humanists) 
have your kids and as long as they 
have your money. they have every 
right to be optimistic." he said. 
"You can't go on building up the 
enemy and hope to win. 

Blumenfeld addresses parents 
"The government schools will 

never - can never - satisfy the 
needs of the Christian community." 

Blumenfeld also localized his 
speech. 

"Everything that is wrong with 
America is going on right in this 
town," he said. "You've got all the 
sin you can possibly take in this 
towil." 

Blumenfeld also addressed North 
Carolina's new basic education 
program. He said the program is 
filled with blatant humanism and is 
appalling. 

"Every citizen of North Carolina 
is a sucker - period - if they are 
buying that." he said. 

Blumenfeld talked at length about 
the problem of illiteracy in America 
today. He said reading problems, 
such as dyslexia. are due to the 

teaching methods in American 
schools. 

"You're all being sold abunch of 
goods with this dyslexia hoax." 
Blumenfeld said. claiming that 
dyslexia did not come about until 
after the "sight method" began to 
be used to teach children to read. 

The sight method was criticized 
by Blumenfeld, who strongly advo- . I 

cated the use, of alphabetic phonics 
to teach reading. 

Blumenfeld's speech. which re
ceived positive response from the 
audience. was sponsored through 
the local John Birch SOCiety's 
American Opinion Speaker's Bu
reau. 

Blumenfeld said he has spoken in 
every major city in North Carolina 
recently to promote his idea that 
parents should remove .' their 
children from public education. 

----------------------------------------------------~.




Due to the programs and policies of the 
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

at least ONE MILLION students emerge from 
high school each year as functional illiterates. 

You are urged to hear 


SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD 

Distinguished Author and Educator 


discuss his latest book: 

N*E*A* 

TROJAN HORSE 

IN AMERICAN 

EDUCATION 


Mr. Blumenfeld warns: 
A child in all American public school is little mOre than a guinea pig in a psych lab, manipulated by a 

trailled "challge-agent." All of this is being done with billions of federal dollars in the greatest scam in human 
history. If Americans put up with this much longer, they will deserve the ruin they are paying fol'. 

Born and educated in New York City, Sam Blumenfeld graduated from The City College of New 
York in 1950, studied in France for two years, then worked for ten years as an editol in the New York 
book publishing industry. In 1970 he began writing full-time and quickly earned a reputation for accurate 
reporting. objective scholarship, and refreshing candor in a subject area often befogged by profession
alese. Of the six books on education he has authored, this latest is heralded as his finest. 

Sam's writings have appeared in such diverse publications as Esquire. Reason, Inquiry, American 
Opinion. Education Digest. Vital Speeches, Child & Family, Conservative Digest, Boston Magazine, The Reading 
Informer, and others. He has taught in both public and private schools, including a private school for 
children with learning and behavorial problems. 

Monday, December 9, 1985 Holiday Inn - Midtown 


Savannah  G(iJ, Abercorn at Eisenhower 


For Tickets and Information Call: 897-4902 or 354-4626 

Admission: $5.00, $4.00 Advance, $2.00 Teachers 
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Schools breed illiteracy" author s~ys 

=
 

Sam~el L. Blu,:!,enfeld,saysread~~g Isn~t..taught corr~ctly. 
" 

' 

B
y A

LEX
 PU

LA
SK

I 
"

B
ee staff w

riter 

P
ublic schools are guilty of inten: 

tionally encouraging illiteracy, an 
author and form

er teacher said Fri
day. 

S
am

uel L
. B

lum
enfeld, 59, w

as in 
F

resno as part of a speaking tour 
sponsored by the John B

irch Soci
ety. A

t 
a press conference in 

the 
afternoon, 

he 
said 

that 
parents 

should enroll their children in pri
vate schools so 

they can learn to 
read the right w

ay. 
' 

T
he right w

ay, accordin~ to B
lu

m
enfeld, 

is 
through phO

nIC
S. 

Pho
nics teaches children how

 letters 
and their com

binations are sounded 
before 

the 
children 

are 
actually 

taught to read w
hole w

ords. 

B
ut nearly all public schools, B

lu
m

enfeld said, use w
hat is called a 

"look-say" or "w
hole-w

ord" m
ethod. 

C
hildren are taught to recognize en

tire 
w

ords, 
he 

said, 
before 

they 
have identified their com

ponents. 
"T

he 
look-say m

ethod 
teaches 

children 
to 

read 
E

nglish 
as 

if 
it 

w
ere 

C
hinese 

-
an 

ideographic 
w

riting system
," he said. "T

he result 
has been a,cadem

ic chaos and fail
, ure." 

T
he failure is by design, B

lum
en

feld said. 
r' 

H
e said that early-day educators 

like John D
ew

ey w
anted the U

nited 
S

tates to becom
e a socialist society. 

T
o accom

plish their goals, he said, 
they realized that they m

ust create 
an 

illiterate 
populace 

unable 
to 

think for itself. 
H

e com
pared that tactic w

ith the 
Soviet U

nIon's use of censorship to 
control the flow

 of ideas. 
' 

"
W
h
a
~
 better form

 of censorship P
ublic educators, 

~
 

== 

especially m

em
bers: 


of the N
ational 


E
ducation A

ssociation, 
; 


S
am

uel L. B
lum

enfeld 
: 


said, have a "left-w
ing, 

~ 



pro-socialist bias." 
i 
~ "

\ 

is there than illiteracy?" Blumenfel~, 
said. 

: 
B

lum
enfeld said there are 27 m

il-' 
lion 

functional 
illiterates 

in 
th

i¢
 

country. 
A

nd 
he 

said 
that w

hole
w

ord teaching is responsible for th
Ef: 

high illiteracy rate because childrerlll, 
learn 

m
uch 

slow
er 

than 
w

ith 
th

<
! 

phonics m
ethod. 

'" 
E

ducators have continued to usC
:: 

the w
hole-w

ord m
ethod because o

~
 

inertia, 
o

r 
resistance 

to 
change,:: 

rather than for educational reasons
~
 

B
lum

enfeld said. H
e said education~ 

aI leaders like B
ill 

H
onig, C

alifor'; 
nia's 

superintendent of .. public 
in~ 

struction, w
ere derelict ,in 

refusin~ 
to change the w

ay that reading IS
: 

taught. 
" 

, 
~
 

"T
he state of C

alifornia in ~98~~' 
adopted 

all ' look-say 
textboqks ' 

guaranteeing that you 
w

ill 
h
a
v
~
 

. 
problem

 w
ith functional 

iIIitenlcY
 

w
ell into the 2'Ist century." 

j 

B
lum

enfeld also accu'sed 
p
u
b
t
i
c
~
 

, educators" especial.ly 
m
e
m
b
~
~
;
o
f
~
 

the N
ational E

ducatIO
n A

SSO
C

Iation, ' 
of having a "left-w

ing, pro-socialist 
bias.~ 

. 
. 

B
lum

enfeld, w
ho is from

 B
oston, 

said he 
had taught for 

about tw
o 

years in private schools and about a 
year :and a half as a substitute in 
public schools. A

m
ong the books he 

has w
ritten are "Is P

ublic E
ducation , 

N
ecessary?" 

and 
"N

E
A

 
-

Trojan~ 
H

orse in A
m

erican E
d

u
catio

n
."=

=
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Shun 'death' course, 
schools are urged 
By MICHAEL FALLON 
SACRAMENTO UNION EDUCATION WRITER 

Despite the sharp rise in teen-age 
suicides, schools should not offer 
courses in "death education," a 
conservative author and lecturer 
said here Monday. 

" This is a spiritual matter, and 
schools should not get involved in 
spiritual things. You take this up 
with your ministers and not with so
called counselors and psycholo
gists." Samuel L. Blumenfeld said 
in an interview. 

Blumenfeld, in Sacramento for a 
lecture. said that schools "should 
not dwell on such morbid subject 
matter" as suIcide. 

"If you discuss suicide at length 
and tell children they're prodl,lcts of 
evolution and have nothing to look 
forward to but nuclear holocaust, 
you create incredible despair." 

Under 1983 state legislation 
authored by Sen. Robert Presley, D
RiverSide. the state Department of 
Education is field-testing a five
lesson curriculum in suicide preven
tion for high school students and 
helping to establish pilot peer-sup
port groups among students. 

There also have been in-service 
training classes for teachers and 

workshops for parents to educate , 
them about teen suicide. 

"We know that youth suicide is 
the second-leading cause of death 
among young people aged 15 to 19, 
topped only by accidents," said 
Mary Weaver, manager of the 
department's school climate unit.· 
·'Nationwide. every 90 minutes. a 
young person commits suicide." 

Weaver said in a separate inter
view that the suicide-prevention pro
gram, now getting field tests in Los 
Angeles and San Mateo counties, 
seeks to make students aware of the , 
"warning signs, the stress signs" of. 
young persons who could become ' 
suicide victims. 

Students also will get information . 
on how to help their troubled peers '. 
find some assistance in working· 
through whatever problems are· 
bothering them, she said. 

Blumenfeld, who is based in Bos
ton and served as a high school 
substitute teacher for almost two 
years, said he had been informed of. 
some death education programs iIi 
which students were taken to funer-'" 
al homes . 

Death education, he said, "should 
be investigated as a possible cause 
for the increasing number of teen
age suicides, " 
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Education cr usad'er 
' 

Samuel 
Blumenfeld IQld a small audi
ence Wednesday the Ullteracy
problem ir( America is 8 con
spir acy by socialist educators 
who are' responsible for every
thing from tee.'Hlge pregnancies
and drugs in the high schools to 
satanic .worsh p and cannibal-
ism in !be [lnited States. Samuel Blumenfeld explains his ,lew. on education to """,u.lg 

AD outspoken critic of the 
National Education Association Ideographic writing Ilke Chinese one small phonics book and a 
whose .lOcal appearance was was on.aidered to be pagan slate are needed to teach gpo..
sponsored oy the John Birch id oJatry'-because God's word netically. look-sa y requires
Society, Blumenfeld' told about was banded down in al pbabetic whole sets of books for each 
4{) people that early NEA mem writing, grade leveL ,
bers Ilke a Johri De y and' "Publishers are baving a field 
other progressives set a secret, Dewey and the progressives day selling book.s to scboola,"
agenda many years ago to tum' knew the look-say method would said Blumenfeld, "and the pro
America's chlldren into "Uttle cause irreparable barm to chi)- fessors are making mlll10ns 00
socialists" by rendering them dren's mlnda, B lumenfeld said, ro /alties, They're getting bad<-
Ull They were warned it would , but ch '  t  h tch of!erate, that th ' al to dl- a es ""rrymg eir sa el.s 

To do this, be said, they threw was e go - era money to the bank."
out tbe phonetic method of cate the independent American llliteracy is not the 
teaching reading and introduced mind, he contil"""-!. of this agenda, to 
the "Jook-6aY" method which. According to Blun;enfeld, Blumenfeld, In rejecting ltJe 
"teaches English as though it their goel.s are being met. He word of GOO, the Progressi"l'S
were Chinese," estimated the U,S, illiterac y also rejected God's

10 setting their sights on a rate is approaching 40 to 50 for man's evil - man i8
socialist AmeriCA, these pro- percent. There are possibly 58 Inherently "sinful  and <te
gressives rejected religion and Am.e icans who are praved." While teaching "clj]_
the written word of the Bible, Ullterate today and dren as psychologists have
turotng their faith instead to the .sChools graduate about 1 tsugbt anlnJ,aIs - "as tho ,
science. evolut on and bebav- , .. mlUlO'n functional illiterates they were (Pavlov's) dogs" _
loral psychology as taught by each year, theY ba"" encouraged them to 
Ivan Pavlov and B,F. Sldnner, The difference between a s1m- behave Ilke animal!. 
be said. and a functional illiterate, This has resulted in free. '  

They'::took. over the teaching explained, is \bat a simple in the btgh schools, thus  , }, ischools, 'walted 30 years until all Ullterate IS one who bas never pregnancIes. This reversion > 
the oI<kcbool superintendents been tsught; a functional Ullter 'man's,evil-by-nature and rejee- t 
retired or died, all the while ate is one, 00 the other hand, tion of GOO bas also brougflt 

Iputting' 'tbeit, own teachers in who went through as many as 12 with it heavy drug use and 
place, then took over the system years of schooling and still can't worse. 
and iBtroollced the look-say read. "You can't look at a 
teaching method. "You bave to go to school to be warned, "but you can 8'it',' 

Look_Yr, as, opposed to pro. become a functional U lterate," involved with things llke  : 
neties, teaches chl dren to roc- Blumenfeld said. "Our scbools goons and Dragons. Some of the ' 
ognize a word as though it were DOW specialize in producing teachers set ascoac:bes." 
a picture, It shoW. a child the functional illiterates. It takes The medieval fantasy g,arQIl-., ' 
word "horse" and then a piC great sltill to perform such teaches children 
lure of a horse so the child will sleight of han<I," and satanic be 
associate the two, It turns the The former educator said "Every high its UttIe 
English language Into a group today', progressives have in- group of devll worshippers."
of pictures, he said, similar to vented dyaJexia as a way of He said this trend bas led to 
Chinese writing. to the worid why' lArge groups of satanic wo ,

Blumenfeld said the current can't read, Dyslexics ers who bave murdered thou
Interoationa trend to use pic- are then given ritalin. turned sands of children ,in sacrifice. ,
tures rather than words on road into "little wrnbies" and la- There have been nwnerOlis r  
signs is paff'of the progressive beled "learning disabled," of such rituals in the last 
agenda, necessitated, be sur- "We are deliberately creating years, though ba"" 
rn.ised, by the tact 00' one can cbUdreo," never found any . .  
read. " - said, and it is these Blumenfeld said this is 

Ph<>itet!C8;-wblch was su chlldren who are lArgely popu- ""use they burn the bodies and 
fuJ for' 'hu ndreds of years, lating most of the federally take out the heart, "cut it into 
teaches chlldren the sounds of funded p  for the handi little bite size chunks and pass 

 alphabetic letter so they capped. it around. 
read .oiulda lDstead at p tureS. All the while, be contlnued, "College graduates," be coo-
After·, the alphabet was Intro-' professors are laughing aU the eluded, "are Qecoming cannI
duced about 2000 B.C .. he said, way to the hank, Wllereas only bals.... 
Ct{ICO 7'fiRPIi.IS6 ,o€(;: I(  'lhU.o"I. 'h-d.ch WI IH", 
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By REBECCA JONES 
Rocky Mountain News Jefferson Bureau 

Samuel Blumenfeld sees a con
spiracy afoot to reb Americans of 
their ability to read and write, thus 
paving the way for a socialist take
over. 

He calls it the "dumbing down" 
of America and lays the blame 
squarely on the public schools' 
doorsteps. 

"You put a child in the public 
school, the risk is that the child 
will become'a functional illiterate," 
an atheist, or join a cult or Satan
ists, get involved in Dungeons and 
Dragons, get involved with drugs, 
your daughter may become preg
nant. All these things are possi
ble," said Blumenfeld, an outspo
ken fundamentalist and the author 
of seven books lambasting public 
education and the National Educa
tion Association. 

"I believe it's time for Chris
tians to just abandon the public 
schools," he said. ('I think Chris
tians must learn that the public 
schools can never, will never, 
serve the needs of the Christian 
community." 

BLU MENFELD IS in lhe Denver 
area this weekend to address the 
Home Educators Conference, 
meeting today and tomorrow at 
the Cherry Creek Baptist Church. 

Between 200 and 300 parents 
many of whom have pulled their 
children from public and private 
schools to teach them at home 
are expected to attend. They'll dis
cuss their fears about public edu
cation. different ways of teaching 
their children at home, azid the 
home-school teaching materials 
available. 

. Also addressing the conference 
will be Ed and Sharon Pangelinan, 
an Alabama couple who spent 4 
months in jail for refusing to send 
their children to school, and Bill 
Jack, head of the Caleb Campaign, 
a home-schooling support group. 

Blumenfeld accused public 
schools of "a form of spiritual and 
emotional child molestation" by 
exposing them to sex education , 
death education, values clarifica
tion and other acli vities he be
lieves harm children, 

He also blamed teaching prac
tices for the nationwide slide in 
literacy rates. 
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Leona Hemmerich, founder of 
H.O.M.E. (Homes Offering Mean
ingful Education), and a candidate 
for the 5th District seat on the 
state board of education, said the 
conference will provide parents 
who teach their children at home 
with resources and new ideas. 

"What we're doing is based 
around a Biblical foundation from 
a Christian perspective," she said. 

Hemmerich said an estimated 
1,400 families statewide now teach 
their children at home. Many are 
fundamentalist Christians who be
lieve public scho{)ls - and even 
private Christian schools - aren't 
adequate . 

Hemmerich, who pulled her two 
children from public schools 4 
years ago and has been teaching 
them at home since, said state edu

cation officials are taking a hard 
line with home schoolers .and pre
dicted more parents will be prose
cuted under truancy laws. 

State law permits parents to 
teach their children at home if 
they follow a prescribed curricu
lum and if they agree to cooperate 
with local school officials to en
sure the children receive an ade
quate education. Some parents ob
jed to those guidelines, believing 
the state should have no control 
over home schools. 

"Obviously not all parents are 
capable, .nor do all parents want to 
teach their children at home," said 
Blumenfeld, "but generally, those 
who do are quite capable. And now 
there is available to any parent 
any number of excellent home 
schooling programs." 

" T HE PR OGRESSIVES who 

have made all these changes be

lieve that high literacy is an obsta

cle to socialism. Their aim was to 

lower the level of literacy in this 

country, to dumb down the Ameri

can people. And the best way they 

found they could do this was to 

change the way children are 

taught to read," he said. 


Most education officials scoff at 

Blumenfeld and reject his theories 

as irrational. 


"Public schools are responsible 

for providing the degree of litera

cy in SOCiety that we do have," said 

Deborah Fowler, director of public 

affairs for the Colorado Education 

·Association. "The declining lit2ra

cy rate is caused by societal 

changes. Reading is no longer val

" ued , Kids sit in front of·-the TV for 
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P ublic schools 
harm youths, 
author says· 
By MARK HORSTMEYER 
Re>Ii~rer Staff Writer 

An education author urged parents 
Friday to abandon public schools be
cause their children are at great risk 
attending them. 

Samuel Blumenfeld of Boston, 
Mass., who has written six books on 
education and who calls the National 
Education Association the "Trojan 
horse" of American education, said 
parents should "get their children out 
and put them in home schools, church 
schools or private schools. They're 
playing Russian roulette with chil
dren in public schools. 

"Parents have perceived that 
public schools have failed. Schools 
are not teaching basic skills. Public 
schools do everything they can to un
dermine religion," Blumenfeld said 
during a press conference in Des 
Moi.nes Friday. 

He said children in public schools 
are at risk academically, spiritually, 
morally and physically. 

He also said tbat public schools are 
to 'blame fo t' the 6,000 teenage sui
cides in America last year because 
"they teach yo·ungsters to hate life" 
through classes on death and dying as 
well as values clarification methods. 

Values clarification methods at
tempt to help youngsters understand 
how they developed their value sys
tem and how they will develop other 
values. 

For example, youngsters are asked 
who should die first if they are in a 
crowded lifeboat with their grand
mother and sister, Blumenfeld said. 

He also said that a classic battle is 
shaping up in Iowa, particularly 
between Christian parents and orga
nized education over educational 
freedoms. . 

Guy Rodgers, the legislative liaison 
for Iowans for a Moral Education and 
Iowa Lobby for Constitutional Liber
ty, which sponsored Blumenfelds' vis
it, said the group has endorsed Gov. 
Terry Branstad in his bid for rc-elec
tion. Branstad supports a recommen
dation that allows non-certified 
teachers to instruct children in home 
schools. 

Branstad's opponcnt, Lowell Jun
kins, supports regulation of home 
schools. 
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Illiteracy excuses rapped 
By Kathy Walsh Nufer 
Post· Crescent stoff writer 

America has an illiteracy problem, and author
educator Sam Blumenfeld lays the blame squarely in 
the lap of public education. 

Parents who put their children in public school 
face a 30% risk of those youngsters becoming func
tionally illiterate, Blumenfeld told listeners Tuesday 
as he described at length how the public school sys
lem is damaging children and "dumbing down 
America." 

Blumenfeld's appearance in Appleton was spon
sored by the Larry McDonald Crusade to Stop Fi
nancing Communism. In the audience were mem

ers of the John Birch Society, a number of Christian 
school supporters, horne schoolers and several pub
lic school teachers curious to hear Blumenfeld's crit
Icisms. 

, Blumenfeld, an advocate of intensive as )
the solution to illiteracy, believes a "quasi-con
spiracy" of cynically minded psychologists, behav
iorists and education professors are responsible for 
concocting the less effective approach in the 
1930s. ------

The purpose in replacing the alpha
betic method with the ideographic, look-say method 
using symbols was tied to a plot to socialize and hu

manlze America, Blumenfeld said, noting that pro
gressives like John Dewey and his colleagues consid
ered high literacy an obstacle to socialism. 

It wasn't until 1955 that Rudolph Flesch, author of 
"Why Johnny Can't Read," finally blew the whistle 
on the ideographic method of teaching reading and 
pushed for a return -

many public educa
tors still haven't seen the light. 

He thinks everyone could learn to read if legisla
tors would mandate intensive phonics, but said the 
legislators won't because they are controlled by the 
National Education Association and its affiliates. 

He of fered his book - "N.E.A. - Trojan Horse in 
American Education" - as documentation of his re
search. 

Educators give all kinds of excuses for the illiter
acy problem ranging from dyslexia to lack of motiva
tion, he said, but there is no excuse. 

Ch ildren just aren't being taught to read properly. 
Public schools now specialize in producing func

tional illiterates, he said, as they pretend to educate 
children with special books, special reading pro
grams and specially trained teachers. 

The look-say method of teaching reading turns 
children who come into first grade "very learning 
able" into the learning disabled, Blumenfeld stated, 
adding that" Learning disabilities is the single larg-

Continued on page 2 
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Notec author and commentator 

Samuel Blumenfeld, whose numerous 
writings about educa
tion include his 1984 

- book, NEA: Trojan 
Horse in American 
Education, has started· 
a newsletter which will 
be an asset for the tradi:
tionj!TIy minded  The..,.-
Drst two Issues- of the' 
Blumenfeld Education 
Letter contain articles 
dealing with the NEA BLUMENFELD 

- pr o m o t e d  c o n c e p t  of " m  u l t i 
culturalism" _ (according t o  Blumen
feld, an effort to undermine traditional 
Judeo-Christian v alues by legitimizing 

- questionable "alternative" lifestyles 
and values systems), the rise of home 
schooling, the Carnegie Corporation's 
promotion of "Educating for a 
Socialist America," and a pair of 

:; "must reading" articles entitled "NEA 
'Hosts -Women's Peace Conference" 

and "Why the Communists Love the 
NEA's Political Program_" 
_ ,This latter pair of stories go into 

considerable detail about the glowing 
reviews given the union's recent annual 

- c o n v e n t i o n  -a n d  a sub s e q ue n t  
"Vv'omen's Peace Conference" a t  its 
national headquaners by the U.S. Com
munist party's newspaper, the People's 
Daily Wor/d. 

--

The Blumenfeld Education Letter is 
availajJle for $48 a year by writjl}g.£...O. 

Box 45161 
Boise, 10. !33711 

(208) 322-4440 

/ 

. 
• 



Author: Public Schools 

Fail in Many Respects 


Oy UETSY SANOOERG 
CucUe Repor l('r 

Ch lld r~1l nrc b~l n~ " dumb('d down" in 
public schonl.. todoy. so tha t in the long run (l 
morE" soc ia listic (orm of Ji: o vl~ rnrn(' nt c~ n 
In kf' ovrr , .'in mil l" 1 ~ niull lf'1n f l'ltlll:'ly... ... ,. ,. 

In th e :"horl run , p ublic sc hools teac h 
badly "OCGI LISC you gel more money for 
fail ure in this country," th e 61-year-<Jld for
mer school teacher sa id yesterday. "The 
more you rai l, tbe more lfed eral and state 
aid) you get." 

Blumenfeld b ,peaking at8 ton ight at the 
MarriOIl Hotel on Wolt Road in Colonic, 
sponsored bv the Capital Di.trict chapte rs 
of the John Birrh Society and the American 
Opinion Education Committee. 

In his ' 1~ 'CCh be ...111 a<k. " Arc ruhllc 
S<:hools II Mmlng Your Chlldren1" He will 
a nswe r with a resoundtn~ yes - not only 
academically, but aL'IO spiritually, morally 
and physicaJly. 

Becau!le of h1~ extremist views, Blumen
fe ld adm its , he Is "not bein~ Ii c;Le ned to." 

Sli';IB~;~'tmU>s~~/~~~t~ t;u~~~;!~~~~~~ ;~~ 
up, take t.heir children out of the schools " 
and either teach them at home or send them 
to private ~chools . 

Olumenfcld h33 spent many years a U:{ck
Ing teachjn~ methods a nd readi ng educa 
Oon . His most rceen l book. " NEA: Trojan 
Horse in American Educa tion ," a tt a cked 
the Na tional Education Association for , he 
said. spend ing more time on political issues 
tha n educationa l ones . 

It is onl y within the last three years that 
he has changed his mind about trying lo 

Ch~~gyee~~t~~I~~s~~~=t~~~ s~~~er~~ ke the 
schools, "hat could lhey do with them? " he 
asked . " Inslead, parents should use th ei r 
time, energy and resources to teach the ir 
children themse lves, or to s upport prlvate 
sc hool!t . 

"A ny a Hernalive Lit: bcUrr than the puhlic 
~('hOQ1.$." he ~,lJd . For lho~(' who arc 100 poor 
to pay for pnvalc schOOlS and ca nnot tC3rh 
at home, ' 'The state should then pick up the 
tab in, te,d of exposing these children 10 
unacceptable rL"Io..s ." 

,. * * While the £K~ton rc!'> ld enl used to have 
50me hope for the pu blic schools because of 
the educational reforms of r ecent years, 
those reforms have failed, he sa id . 

Blumenfeld said a good example Is the 
nationa l cc rt ification iss ue . 

" Nowhcre Ito the studies ad \'ocJ tlng INt
Ing teachers before allowing them in the 
class roomj i::;. there a line abou t how reading 
is l.1u~hl:· llIumenfc ld said. 
Teachin~ children and adul ts how to re3d 

is Blumenfd d' s specialty . He stresses using 
phonics in hi s tutoring and said everyone 
can lea rn to read with th a t method . 

A re tarded m a n Blumen feld works with 
was thOUght too disabled to learn to read , 
but ca n now read and wTlte. 

The look·say m et hod of le.1 rning to reJd 
"d i50r ganiz.es the learning process of chU
dren. jams Ihf' ir minds," he said. 

Besides br ihn a t r i5.k academica lly, chil 
dren a rc at ri sk because of the " \'3Iucs cla ri 
f ication " a nd ~ex a nd d ea th education 
taught in th<' !chool~. In death cU ucJtion. he 
said, st ud{'IIIS consider planning their own 
funerals, " -nte obituaries . a nd d iscuss the 
theories of EII",beth Kubler·Ross and her 
book, "On lk. th and Dyi ng." 

Value!' cl1trificatlon. a method of provok
ing et hlenl di .'icu !:t~ ions In c las.."room3 by Riv
i ng stude nt s h ypotbe tl ea l si tuations, 
"destroys the Idea or absolute values:' Blu
menfeld sj) id. These discussions can turn 
chi ldren away from their p.3renls. he said, 
c iting the Ir.::;so n tha t tells how a girl'3 P:lT
en IS, who had caught Ihe gir l drjnkin~, sa id 
her punishment would be to kill her pel dog 
Howc\'c r , y.. hr n the girl was given the- gun 10 
shoot he r do~. 'he killed herself. 

"The Irt C'1I was. ' Who ..... a s to blame?' ~ 
Blumenfe ld s ~id . "Of course. aJi lhe students 
will ~ay . 'The f :J ren LS: and It paints a horri 
ble picturE:~ 0 parents and their decisions. 

" * * direc t C'Orrel ali nnI believe th ('re is a * 
betwern the ri ~e of death education with the 
Iccn·ag<, SUICide ralc. a nt.l 5CX educa tion and 
(he pregnancy rate and sexua ll y transmit
ted di5ea<:cs." Blumenfeld ~ai d . 

As for the st.Jte ~:.rd of R""gcnts' rrc('nt 
appro val o f a te3c hC'r 's m .n n ua l thai cx
pl Jin~ tn chi ldrcn J!' ),oun~.'l.S f; ('v('nlh r: r ,Hl r 
that US,"I: cQndQm~ ca n hd p prc \'(:/l t thc 

s pN'ad O( AIDS, Blumenfeld de<:rlC'd it 2S 

An~~~rc:~n~~J~~:~e~!I."~~ghr;:;:J~{:· he 
said. "The Bible ..ys Ihe wagC$ of sin b 
dc"th" 
n l''' lrtr~!'Ip;'' '' klnR l on lll,ht . nl tUTlf'n''''''' will 

v j ~ l t ·U- \'I ·l dIIlU·.... prl\' n lr ~ (' h no ! .. lf iY m a i n 
n1(....";t ~(' will be "that they need the .armor 
01 God 1.0 proleelthern lrom the evib of lbe 
world." 

He " ill also promise them tha i they ..-i)1 
get bel", r Jobs than the" pubUe school COUll
"'rparts. 

111;;·~~:t:~~~~~I~i~~~~b~~::J 
and wrlle," he said. 

I 

-( Garelle PholO - Marc Schultz) 
ANOTILER CRITIC - S4muel S. Blumenfeld criticizes lbe teaching methods 
used in publi c sc hools . He has writlen lwo manuals to belp parents teach their 
children al home as we ll a s books allaciUn g public educatiOD. 

SL-11 ( '.' <:Cl -C, c{i ~2ette.
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Author raps public education 
Blumenfeld says nation's schools rurning out 'functional illiterates' 

By HANNELE RUBIN 
. Home News education 

BOUND BROOK - American 
public schools "specialize in pro
ducing functional illiteratA s," au
thor and educator Samuel Blu
menfeld told members of tile local 
John Birch Society on Tuesday 
.night 

"You see, you have to go to 
school to become a functional illi
terate," tie said. "Simr-Ie illi

terates" are those who have never 
·been trained to read, while func
:tional illiterates have gone 
:through eight to 12 years of school
'ing without learning how to read, 
:he explained. 
: More than 27 million adult 
:A.n"Mricans cannot read, f d Blu
·menfeld, and that numbe ncreas
:es with each graduating  c1SS. And 
:afler rour years of the late.5t eITort 
'at school reform, edueational 
'leaders are telling us "we can ex

pect 
. 

the situation to get much 
worse," he said. 

"This is no less than a survival 
issue in America," Blumenfeld 
said, particularly since business 
leaders are facing a shortage of 
workers with basic skills. 

Aside from predicting further 
negative 'trends, educational lead
ers are "telling us we don't know 
how to educate and we don't in
tend to educate," Blumenfeld 
said. 

. "Suppose General Motors man
agement told its stockholders to 
expect mostly lemons in the years 
ahead," Blumenfeld said. "What 
do you think the stockholders 
would do to the management?" 
Blumenfeld quoted businessman 
David Kearns describing schools 
as a "failed monopoly producing 
workers with a 50-percent defect 
rate." But American taxpayers 
have not yet demanded serious 
changes, Blumenfefd said. 

The current wisdom a long edu

cators, he said, is to blame educa
tional problems on learning dis
abilities. "It's 'what's wrong with 
Johnny,''' he said, "not what's. 
wrong with schools." But "there is 
no dyslexia in the Soviet Union," 
he noted. 

The problem is not learning dis
abilities, but use of improper 
teaching methods, he said. When 
the wrong teaching method is im
posed on schoolchildren, learning' 
disabilities result, he said. 

Blumenfeld traced the roots of 
today's educational problems to 
the eITorts of educational reform
ers in the eal'ly 20th century. 
These reformers emphasized so
cial skills over literacy, Blumen
feld said, putting their faith in sci
ence and using behav ioral 
psychology as a way to insti,tute a 
socialist society. "If you want to 
develop little socialists, you've got 
to develop social skills," he said, 

. because literacy helps to produce 
a greater degree of individuality. 

. 
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Right-winger assails 

public school system 

By JUDY ARNDT 
Pocono Record Education Editor 

EAST STROUDSBURG - The 
reason 27 million Americans are 
illiterate is that schools are not 
teaching people to read properly, 
the former editor of a John Birch 
Society publication told a group of 
college students, parents and edu
cators Tuesday. 

In a program sponsored by 
the East Stroudsburg University 
American Free Speech Associa
tion and Professor R. Squier Bail, 
Sam Blumenfeld, a long-time 
critic of American education, rec
ommended that parents resort to 
home schooling to protect their 
children from what he believes is 
the incompetence of the p'ublic 
education system. 

Blumenfeld explained that, 
according to his theory, American 
education started disintegrating in 
the 19305 when a group of so
called "progressive educators" 
changed the way reading was 
being taught. 

Prior to that time, reading 
instruction was based on students 
learning that words are a series of 
sounds inherent in the letters of 
the alphabet that are com bined to 
form those words. 

Since the 1930s, students have 
been taught reading "like the 
Chinese are taught to read," Blu
menfeld said, through a method 
that relies on what words look like 
rather than wbat they sound like. 

Blumenfeld said the change in 
teaching methods was created by 
a group of atheistic socialists in 
order to destroy capitalism, indi
vidualism and religion. 

He said these behavioral psy
chologists, led by Jobn Dewey and 
B.F. Skinner, were on a "messi
anic mission to convert America 
to atheistic socialism" and de
cided the schools were tbe best 
place to start. 

Blumenfeld contended that 
dyslexia and other learning disa
bilities are the end result of this 
new method of reading instruc
tion. 

Efforts to reveal the dangers 
Blumenfeld said exist in this 
method of reading instruction 
have been deterred by "these 
professors" who ha ve "turned the 
entire teaching profession" 
against critics of the method. 

The behavioral psychology 
that is the basis of this method 
uses animal training techniques 
because children are viewed as 
"little animals," Blumenfeld said. 

About 70 people were in at
tendance at the program when 
Blumenfeld started, but that 
group had dwindled to about 20 
people at the close of his lecture. 
Many of those who left were 
educators. 

Some who remained chal
lenged Blumenfeld's contention 
t.hat home schooling was the an
swer to the dilemma, saying that 
eitber parents don't care enough 
about their children to teach them 
at home or that parents don't feel 
quaWied to teach their children. 

One parent commented that 
parents who teach their children 
at home "are the parents who 
love their children." 

Anotber parent criticized Blu
menfeld for not providing guide
lines on ways to change the sys
tem. 
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Move to Ban 
Novel Bacl{ed 
By Educator 

By SCHUYLER KROPF 
Post-Caurier Reporter 

An education analyst said Wednes
day that he supports a Baptist minis
ter's attempt to get the novel "Prince 
of Tides" taken out of a local high 
school English class. 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld said the 
novel did not adhere to pornography 
laws in that it was not something 
"you could read aloud to a mixed 
group of people." 

Blumenfeld's comments came as 
part of a guest appearance at 
Charleston Baptist Church, where he 
addressed the quality of education in 
America. 

The church is where Pastor Elton 
Johnson started his campaign to get 
Lowcountry author Pat Conroy's 
novel "The Prince of Tides" removed 
from a St. Andrews High School ad
vanced literature class. IJohnson has suggested that the 
book be banned on the grounds that 
some of its language would get stu
dents "expelled if they used it within 
the schools" in another context. 

Blumenfeld said the quality of edu
cation in America hasn't made much 
progress since Rudolf Flesch's "Why 
Johnny Can't Read," was published 
23 years ago. 

The system h a s  degenerated 
enough so that one out of every eight, 
Americans is functionally illiterate, 
he said. 

Tbere's a difference between illit
eracy and being functionally illiter
ate," Blumenfeld s a  i d . "A 
functionally illiterate is someone 
who has spent between eight and 12 1' 
years in schools so abysmally poor 
that his function in SOCiety is inad

" , 

F unctional illiteracy creates citi
zens who can't find their hometown 
on a map, fill out a job application or 
balance a checkbook, he said. 

Blumenfeld agreed with Johnson's 
crusade, saying the country's public 
educational values have fallen by the 
wayside and that the primary areas 
of education - academic, spiritual, 
moral and physical - ha ve been ig
nored. 

"Schools today are doing every
thing in their power they can to" 
undermine an estblished level of lit
eracy, he said. "That is why we have 
the so-called underclass." That deg
redation of the educational system 
has been seen nationwide, he said, 
Citing a government study that 
showed Scholastic Aptitude Test 
scores were on the decline. 

Although South Carolina's SAT 
scores increased by two points in 
1987, he said, they still represent the 
lowest in the nation. 

"South Carolina is not different 
from any other school in the country. 
They use the same textbooks, the 
same curriculum and even the same 
superintendents as they criss-cross 
across the country." 

The most promising new aspect in 
American education, according to 
Blumenfeld, is the concept of home 
schooling. 

"It's the fastest growing phenom- I 
enon in the U.S. It has a wonderful· 
effect on family life." 

Blumenfeld has taught in both pri
vate and public schools, and has writ
ten six books on education including 
"NEA - Trojan Horse in American 

IEducation." 
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Superintendent 

Samuel Blumenfeld 

Speaker tells parents 
to abandon public ed 
By KATHIE BERTIN 
Press staff writer 

Public education today is in a 
shambles, and parents who want 
their children to receive a good 
education should enroll them in 
private schools or teach them at 
home, a national critic of schools 
said in Coeur d' Alene Monday. 

But area educators quickly took 
issue with the notions of author 
Samuel Blumenfeld. 

Blumenfeld, in Coeur d'Alene to 
speak. at the Pro America national 
convention at The Coeur d'Alene 
Resort, is the author of six books 
on education in America, including 
"NEA - Trojan Horse in Ameri
can Education." 

American educators have be
come too interested in politics and 
not interested enough in teaching 

The National Education As
sociation, which Blumenfeld 
called the largest union in the 
country, has become one of the 
most potent political forces in the 
nation, he said. NEA members 
take stands on social and political 
issues - for example, the war in 
Nicaragua - when the group's pri
mary focus should be education, he 
said. 

"Educators are more interested 
in changing society than tjey arc in 
teaching children," Blumenfeld 
said. Social skills and group activi
ty are stressed more than individ
ual creative thinking, he said. 

But children and social issues 
are inextricably linked, said Con
nie Hutchison, Region 1 director of 
the Idaho Education Association. 

"To say we're too concerned 
with social issues is ludicrous," 

THE COEUR D'ALENE PRESS 3. 1988 

with children, that's a social issue. 
r don't know how you can care too 
much about the health and welfare 
of our students." 

B l u m e n f e l d  also b l amed 
teaching methods for many of pub
lic education's ills. Behavioral 
psychology often used in education 
programs is a poor way to teach 
children. he charged. 

"Children are not animals," he 
said. "What they have produced is 
mindless children." 

Kootenai County educators 
decried Blumenfeld's notion that 
public schools fail to provide good 
education for students. 

"Generally, I'm very happy with 
what the public school system in 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  Id aho is ac
complishing," Coeur d' Alene Act
i n g  S u p e r  i n t e n d e n t  Doug 
Cresswell said. "A good balance of 
academic and social education is 
necessary to provide a quality 
education. " 

Private schools tend to cater to 
an elite student population, and so 
can point to high success rates, 
Cresswell said. 

Blumenfeld pointed to continued 
high illiteracy rates as proof that 
America's schools are failing. 

"How can you spend 12 years in 
school and come out knowing noth
ing?" he said. "Somebody's not 
doing their job." 

Test scores prove Lakeland 
School District also provides a 

education for its students, 
Bob Jones said. 

"We offer quality education all 
the way through," Jones said. 
"Sometimes kids don't avail them
selves of it." 

Post Falls Superintendent Kathy 
C anfield-Davis could not be 
reached for comment. 

Blumenfeld said the public 
school system is beyond repair. 
The key to quality education lies 
not with the school system, but in 
private schools. 

The cost of private education is 
often about half what it costs the 
government to put a child through 
public schools, he said. 

Students whose parents truly 
cannot afford private school could 
be subsidized by the government, 
since billions of federal dollars 
would no longer be pumped into 
public education, Blumenfeld said. 

"Those parents who put their 
kids in public schOOlS are simply 
asking for problems," he said. 
"It's terrible, what they're doing 
to those poor kids." 
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Horneschoolers hold 
convention in Casper 

Wliter hits abandonment ofphonics 
By TO:-l REA 

Star· Tribune sIaff"Titer 

CASPER - An ed uc a [ional 
wrircr in C:l.c;;rcr for [he 
I tOnJcschoo lc rs o f \V~'oming con

;::,~:i:;,£ \;,',121'

. eracy and gellmg . ..r.:' 

away \Vllh It tt ... :)1 
AUlhor Sam ~. 

Blumenfeld said - ~. 
In an lnlen leW 
Ihal leach[ng 
children 10 rcad BLliME.... fELD 
by old and new 
version s of Ihe ·'I oo k·sa y ·· 
melhod. ralher Ih a n by usi ng pho· 
nics. has been deslro),ing Ih e abili· 
IY of Americans to rC3d over the 
lasl 35 years. 

"If )'ou Ihink Ihin gs are bad 
now, in fi ve mor e ,'cars this coun
Iry will he a honch o f .c;;ni vcling ii 
liICf 31", who (;)n'[ read :loY1hing," 
Blumenfe ld declared. 

Blumenfeld is a speaker at Ihe 
convenlion being held al Ihe High· 
land Park C hurc h. 12~0 Missoun 
;\ve., con vention organizer Denise 
Nobs said. 

The convention conl inues tOday 
with exhIbits b y publi shers of 
home-school curriu.la and some 
publi., hcrs o f public ,choul male· 
r ials, and a I3lk b y Nobs and 
Liberlari a n jo rm er Iq:i, lalll·c can· 
tlidalc D:wc D:lw~on on [he legal 
aspects of borne sl:hoo\ing . 

" Edu(alOrS ha \'c no regard fo r 
DJ.rems, no regard for kids ," 
Blumenfeld sai d Thu rsdav. and 
"destro}' the intellec t " of ~hild rcn 
du ri ng the fir st three years of 
school. 

The p roblem is widesprea d in 
public educalion, Blumenfeld said. 
and a growing movelTl ~ nr among 
pMcnts 10 leach child ren at home 
is one r("sul! . 

O f Ihe 3 10 4 mill ion 6-yca r·old, 
entering Ihe firS! gracle Ih i' fall , 
"one-third without ;) doubt will 
bc(o mc functi onall y IIlil<:r31(, by 
Ih e lim e Ihey graduale." 
Blumenfe ld said. 

The r("Ccnt " whole lJ.rq~uage " 
approach to [caching reading is a 
new version of the o ld loo k -sa y 
melhod, he said , by which ch ildre n 
arc 13ught to re-ad by rC'\:ogniLi ng 
whole words any way th ey can. 
Under phonics-based instruction, 
ch ildren learn to rC3d by sounding 
Out words. 

Educators arc "cnon more an
li·phonics" Ihan Ihey us..'<1 10 be. 
Blumenfeld said . "and Ihal's why 
kids are doing so poorly . 

Decline in SAT sCO res over re
cent years also " is due to how 
sc hools leach reading." he said. 
Along wilh an average 50-poinr 
declinC' in Ihe ~eorC's nationwide on 
the BOO-point sca le, the scores also 
show dramal icaUy less sl uden ls 
scoring a l Ihe lOP of the scale. and 
dramalicaUy mo re al Ihe ballom. 
he said. 

Blumenfeld c i l e d slalislics 
showing [hat in 1972, 2,872 SIU-

d.;n!~ nalionwidc c;;corcd bctwl.'c n 
750 and 800 on Ihe ir verba l SA T s, 
Ilv 1987, according 10 Blu menfeld . 
onlv 1.363 <cored Ih a l high . And 
a t Ihe bOltom cnd of Ihe ~c alc, 
71.0:0.:4 '\l'ured h<: t\\CCI1 200 alld 249 
ill 1972. By 1987. Ihere were 

.' 12J .470in Ihal care~ory. he said. 
5plil families. increased TV 

.. walching. and olher dislraeling 
SOCIal and eco nomic pres sures 
have lillie ro do wilh Ihe decline in 
American liferacy. he said . 

Soviel eduealOrs dec-ided in 1932 
thai the look-say method in use 
th ere .11 the timc was failing, 

. Blumenfeld said . and sw ilched 10 
usi ng phonics 10 leach rea ding. As 
a r<'S ul!. "Everybody who goes 10 
school in rhe SO\'iel Union ..:an 
rcad 0" he said. 

And Blumenfeld said r~"al 
look·sa)' mel hod, of Icach i ng 
reading cause symrAoms of dys(..:x. 
ia . a rC:1dinft di ffi cuJry Ih;11 i ~ 
usua lly eonsiderc-d 10 be of mc·ii 
calor ;>s h),chological origin, a~d 
is ofren associarcd with reading 
words or !t'ners bad. wards. 

A child laugh[ b)' 10 0k·SlY 
methods "!carns 10 read a sigl vo
cabubry an y way he can: right 1O 
\t fl. \tfl 10 righi," Blumenfeld 
said. ··You·re supposed 10 loo k 
al 111 (' word a, a piefure and Ihe 
50u nds mean nothing to you," he 
;aid . 

ThaI ;;uch symptoms are c3u"c:d 
b y look- .;.ay melhod, is hardl y 
new" he Said . Dr . Samuel On o n. 
a neurologiSl, publ i'hed a Nper 10 
Ihal cfic"l in 1929. Blumenfeid 
said, a nd a 1912 slud y found , illli· 
lar sy·r.lpI Om< among children who 
had been IJug hl 10 read by look· 
say mel hods. 

The- result now is Ihat c hildren 
itlenllfied as dplC'{:lic or learniog 
disabled often end up in sperial 
NU\,.'3Iion c la,scs. a "hugc e.lO
no m ic bonan z.a " fo r educ:llo',-s" 
" ho have r('ccivec, $50 billi o ll in 
fcdcr ,,1 fun d s for eompen >a(.('fY 
le:1c hi np.. of rC:1oing ,incc the mld
'60;;. Ilc 'nid . 

In '976· 77 Iheee were 78~ .';OO 
child ren in th c U.S . in spc.:ial 
rdu t"'3 tion classes, he sJ.id , and by 
1983-841hcre were I .R million . 

The look·say mel hod has 110" 

oce n in U ~(" so long Ihal "we have 
a n ,v.ful 101 of semi·lilerale lcach · 
ers'-' Blumdcnfeld said. who a rc 
sflld fin lr achinF Ihe mel hod by 
\\ hich 111CY \\ ere l a ught, and 
"don'l know phonics rrom a ho le 
in Ihe wall," 
J " Those of us on Ihe olher side. 
we're really crying in the 
wilderness." he said. 

1l1umenfeld worked for 10 years 
fot a varielY of New York 
publishers before he began wriling 
hook. fin eduClllion in 1970. he 
said. Hi s six books include: 
"N.E.A .: The Trojan Horse in 
American Educalion," "Is Public 
Educalion Neccs.",ry," "How 10 
Turor." "How 10 S Ian Your Own 
Privale School." and a primer for 
beginning readers. 

,.,., 
\ 
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School 
breeds 
poor, 
says 
expert 
I By JOHN HARRIS 

The education system 
teaches children to be poor all 
their lives, an international edu
cator visiting Adelaide has 
claimed, 

Mr Robert Kiyosaki, a co· 
foundcr of Hawaii's 
Exc<'llerated Learning Institute 
and specialist in high·speed 
teaching methods, said eight 
out of 10 children were damaged 
or discriminated against by the 
education syste m. 

"School is vcrv valuable for 
abont 20 pCI' cen't of the popu· 
lation who fit the professional
mould, such as doctor, lawyer, 
teacher, SCientist," he said. 

"But the education svstem 
discriminates against and'dam· \ 
ages the 80 per cent not so 
in 'hlled. 

"Too many people report feel· 
int:: stnpid or not so smart be· 
canse they do not fit into edu· 
c<ltion's elitist ll1odel. 

"If a child is llIade to feel 
s tupid at a yOUllg age, even 
though he is llot, the chances 
are the child will experience 
Sl'\'Cre financial, professional 
and personal dissatisfaction 
owr his lifetime. The price is 
too high." 

The educator was in Adelaide 
for a three·dav seminar on ac· 
cel('rated business technologies 
and to launch his book, If You 
Want to be Rich and Happy, 
Don't Go to School. 

Nl'xt month he will visit As· 
pen, Colorado, where he will 
work on a projeet about the 
futllre of education with John 
Denver's Windstar Foundation. 

"I wrote the book beeallse our 
education system teaches 
p t'ople to be poor," Mr Kyosaki 
said. "I lloticed in mv classes, 
which arc primarily adults and 
young adnlts, thut many people 
around 35·40 begin to wake up 
and realise that their lives are 
not going the way they want 
them to go. 

"Finunciully, their lives are in 
a nwss and that leads to 
emotional problems as well." 

CJ1ilc\ren were educated to 
memorise correct answers 
rather than analyse mistakes 
and leurn from tbem. 

o nding out reading methods 

A US TEACHER and researcher touring 
Australiu has blumed the growing illiteracy 
problem'S in both countries on fundamental 
flaws in teaching children to read. 

Samuel Blumenfeld is an advocate of using 
thc phonics method to teach people to read 
as opposed to the widely used "look·say" 
.." "" ",.-:1 

Mr Blumenfeld's method involves puttingI By MARK WILLIAMS I together the different soun of the language 
to form words. 

The seminar was attended by about 110 "We use 26 lett£'rs to represent 44 soundsteachers, parents and even grandparents - there is an important distinction to befroTi1 all O\'cr SA war.tillg to know mor£' about made between the lettcr n mes and the lett rhis phonics method. sounds," he said.
"ThA nrohlam~ 0 illitera c.v 1lJ' win 
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Educator -ts 

'look-say' idea 


By LEANNE 

MOORE 


The "whole language" 
approach to reading and 
writing taught In prim
ary schools - and held 
up around the world as a 
success - has been criti
cised by a visiting 
American educator. 

Dr Sam Blumenfeld. a 
Boston·based author and 
lecturer. yesterday 
claimed that the modern 
learning style had pro
duced a generation of 
"very sloppy. inaccurate. 
poor readers who don't 
enjoy reading." 

His stinging attack 
comes just a week after an 
international literacy 
study. involving 32 coun· 
tries. rated New Zealand 
fourth fanners (aged 14) 
fourth after Finland. 
France and Sweden. and 
standard three students 
taged 9) sixth. 

Dr Blumenfeld. in New 
Zeal and for a home 
schooling conference next 
weekend at the Auckland 
College of Education, de
clined to comment on the 
survey results until he had 
familiarised himself with 
the study. 

But he said more than 
25 years of research in the 
field of education had con
vinced him that phonetics 
should be the primary 
method for teaching chil
dren to read and write. 

This goes against an in-

Dr Blumenfeld 
ternatlonaJ trend, which 
has seen the whole-lan
guage teaching methO<l 
grow in popularity among 
educators. 

New Zealand teachers 
- who began using the 
technique more than a 
decade ago - are now 
regarded as leaders in the 
field. Their colleagues 
from around the world, 
including the United 
States. visit regularly to 
watcR them in action in 
the classroom so they can 
use the methO<l on their 
pupils back home. 

But Dr Blumenfeld does 
not support the look-say 
approach. as it was known 
when it first became 
fashionable . 

"I have been involved 
in the struggle against 
whole language and its 

various forms for the last 
25 years." 

He said the swing to
wards whole language in 
schools in many devel
oped countries was a 
threat to international li
teracy levels. 

"Nobody can become a 
proficient reader by 
whole language alone. 

"It produces basically 
disabled readers. The 
only children who might 
possibly do well with 
whole language are those 
with an incredibly good 
photographic memory." 

According to Dr Blu
menfeld. whole language 
produced two types of dis
abled readers: dyslexics; 
and others who consid
ered they were good 
readers. but did not read 
very often. 

Dr Blumenfeld argued 
that English. a language 
based on an alphabetic 
writing system. was not 
supposed to be taught ide
ographically. 

A good grounding in 
phonetics provided clllI
dren with the basic build
ing blocks. he said. from 
which they eQuid learn 
more complex words. 

Dr Blumenfeld said 
phonetics had lost favour 
with many educators be
cause they believed Chil
dren did not enjoy the 
process. 

"Children love secret 
cO<les and that's what pho
netics is all about. " 
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clsed by a visiting 
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Boston·based author and 
lecturer, yesterday 
claimed that the modem 
learning style had pro
duced a generation of 
"very sloppy, inaccurate, 
poor readers who don't 
enjoy reading." 

His stinging attack 
comes just a week after an 
international literacy 
study, involving 32 coun
tries, rated 'New Zealand 
fourth formers (aged 14) 
fourth after Finland, 
France and Sweden, and 
standard three students 
(aged 9) sixth, 

Dr Blumenfeld, in New 
Zealand for a home 
schooling conference next 
weekend at the Auckland 
College of Education. de
clined to comment on the 
survey results until he had 
familiarised himself with 
the study, 

But he said more lhan 
25 years of research in the 
field of education had con
vinced him that phonetics 
should be the primary 
method for teaching Chil
dren to read and write. 

This goes against an in-

Dr Blumenfeld 
ternationaJ trend. wtlich 
has seen the whole-lan
guage teaching method 
grow in popularity among 
educators. 

New Zealand teachers 
- who began using the 
technique more than a 
decade ago -- are now 
regarded as leaders in the 
field. Their colleagues 
from around the world, 
including the United 
States. visit regularly to 
watCH them in action in 
the classroom so they can 
use the method on their 
pupils back home. 

But Dr Blumenfeld does 
not support the look-say 
approach. as it was known 
when it first became 
fashionable. 

"I have been Involved 
in the struggle against 
whole language and its 

various fonns for the last 
25 years." 

He said the swing ' to
wards whole language In 
schools in many devel
oped countries was a 
threat to international li
teracy levels. 

"Nobody can become a 
proficient reader by 
whole language alone. 

"It produces basically 
disabled readers. Tile 
only children who might 
possibly do well with 
whole language are those 
with an incredibly gOOd 
photographic memory," 

According to Dr Blu
menfeld. whole language 
produced two types of dis· 
abled readers: dyslexics: 
and others who consid· 
ered they were good 
readers. but did not read 
very often. 

Dr Blumenfeld argued 
that English. a language 
based .. on an ·alphabetic 
writing system. was not 
supposed to be laught ide
ographically. 

A good grounding in 
phonetics provided ctlil
dren with the basic build· 
ing blocks. he said. from 
which they could learn 
more complex words. 

Dr Blumenfeld said 
phonetics had lost favour 
with many educators be
cause they believed chil· 
dren did not enjoy the 
process. 

"Children love secret 
codes and that's what pho
netics is all about." 
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Island teacb.ers 'doing 
a good job,' state says 

Holtle schooling is 
,best, says expert A spokesman for the state • Notify the principal at 

Department of Education their neighborhood school, 

Blumenfeld 

By Vicki Viotti 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Here's Samuel Blumenfeld's 
prescription for parents, one 
that ought to shake up Ha
waii's centralized education 
system: 

"I tell parents, under no cir
cumstances should they put 
their child into primary public 
schools: he said. "They are 
the most dangerous places for 
a parent to put a child because 
1".'I1ml.-:-:;;;::...· of what it does 

to the mind." 
Bl umenfeld, 

former teacher 
and Boston
based author of 
several books 
on education, is 
an unflinching 
critic of state
regulated in
struction and 

: proponent of home schooling 
; and some private schools as al
: terriatives that, he said, offer 
, children the best chance of re
: ceivinga basic education. 
, He is sponsored in Hawaii by 
, Hawaii Parent Magazine, which 
, is spotlighting Blumenfeld this 
, weekend in two separate ses
~ sions on home schooling and 
: tutoring as antidotes to a 
• mounting illiteracy problem 
: throughout the English-speak

ing world. 
The most current study, a 

1989 work by the Governor's 
Council on Literacy, indicates 
that 154,000 adults in Hawaii 
- about one in five - are un
able to read or write well 
enough to function in society. 

Tomorrow's seminar will of
fer parents a primer on Blu
menfeld's "Alpha-Phonics" 
method of teaching reading, 
one that he touts as the most 
powerful way of armirig chil 
dren against illiteracy. 

If the term "phonics" rings a 
bell with baby boomers, it's be
cause most of them learned 
reading with this method, 
which essentially breaks down 
words into its components so 
that a new reader can "sound 
out" an unfamiliar word. 

It's a method that in more 
recent years has given way to 
a "whole language" approach 
in which children learn words 
as discrete units, almost like 
the pictograms of Chinese cal
ligraphy. Children can gain ru
dimentary reading skills by 

~ 

WHAT: Samuel Blumenfeld edu
cation seminars. 

WHENIWHERE: 
o Free talk on literacy crisis and 

home schooling: 7:30 tonight, 
Mabel Smyth Auditorium, 
Punchbowl and Beretania 
streets. 

o 	How-to seminar on teaching 
reading: 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. to
morrow (register at 8:30 
a.m.). Tokai University Room 
802.2241 Kapiolani Blvd. be
tween McCully Street and 
University Avenue. Fees" $15 
per person, $25 per couple; 
reservations required. 

INFORMATION: 988-6478. 

memorIzIng a limited vocabu
lary, Blumenfeld. said, but the 
scheme leaves them powerless 
to break down new, unfamiliar 
words. 

"Ninety million adult Ameri
cans can barely read or write," 
he said. "We spend more mon
ey on education than any soci
ety in history. Our children 
spend more time in school than 
in any society in history. Yet 
they're doing worse. How can 
that be?" 

Blumenfeld answers that rhe
torical question with his indict
ment of public education, 
which he said has shifted away 
from providing the basic 
schooling our ancestors re
ceived and toward producing a 
nation of people who can mini
mally function. 

The newer curricula used by 
teachers today, he said, were 
developed by an elite from the 
universities. Blumenfeld quotes 
literacy expert T.G. Sticht, now 
working for U.S. Labor Secre
tary Robert Reich, who said 
the most critical requirement 
of society is "the dependability 
of a labor force and how well 
it can be managed and trained 

not its general education 
level." 

"We're talking about the end 
of the American dream: Blu
menfeld added. "Children will 
not be able to deviate from the 
goals that are set for them. 
Previously we gave our chil 
dren a general education and 
left it up to them what their 
career is going to be. 

"This is a revolution of 
stealth. Parents don't even 
know what's going on. All they 
know is that their kids can't 
read." 

Home schooling has been the 

takes issue with home
schooling proponent Samuel 
Blumenfeld when he de
scribes public education as a 
failure. 

Teachers are "doing a good 
job," said Robert Golden, ed
ucationa1 specialist with the 
state Department of Educa
tion's Student Personnel Ser
vices office. 

Golden declined to cite sta
tistics. 

"All one has to do is visit 
any school campus and speak 
to the students," he said. 
"They're articulate and out
going ... I don't think we 
ha"e to be apologetic about 
it." 

However, he siud, parents 
have the right under state 
law to teach their children at 
home, whether or not they 
have teaching credentials. 
Most parents start by "doing 
their homework," Golden 
said, evaluating whether 
they can afford to set aside 
jobs in favor of the full-time 
task of teaching children. 
Here are some requirements: 

fastest-growing educational 
phenomenon that has devel
oped in response to the failure 
of public education, he said. 
This is the option that he rec
ommends most highly, because 
he believes parents are capable 
of teaching their children well 
and because it strengthens the 
bond between parent and child. 

Alternatively, there are pri 
vate schools that can provide a 
good basic education, he said, 
adding that tax money now 
pouring into public school cof
fers woul.d be better spent sub
Sidizing poor children so they 
can attend private schools. 

Don't even get him started 

announcing your intention to 
teach your children at home. 
Forms are available at 
schools or by calling 
133-9109. 

• Parents are given sug
gestions on course work for 
each grade level, but there 
are no curriculum require
ments. Parents are required 
only to keep records of the 
curriculum used, and to com
plete an annual progress re
port on each child. 

• An students must take 
the standardized achievement 
test in grades 3, 6, 8 and 10. 
Parents can bring their chil
dren to school to take the 
test, . or they can administer 
it themselves at their own 
expense. 

• Students in grades 9-12 
receive no credit for home 
schooling. If students want a 
diploma they must either re
turn to school for at least 
three years and.,complete re
qulrements,· ·or" they. may at
tend adult classes when they 
turn 11to earn it. . 

on what he describes as the 
"humanist," . anti-religious agen
da which he says is promoted 
in public schools. Blumenfeld, 
who was raised Jewish, attend
ed the New York City public 
school system in the 19305, be
fore all remnants of school 
prayer bad been routed out. He 
favors no particular reIigious 
education but sees nothing 
wrong with schools providing a 
"foundation" of some kind. 

And in the public schools of 
his day, he said, reading had 
not been perverted from a 
"treasure" into a "function." 

"Because I do experience the 
pleasure of reading, I'm just 
mad as heck when I see Amer
ican kids being deprived of 
their heritage," he said. 




