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Northeast Mississippi teachers should examiee
refully the policies and values of the National
lucation Association before joining the organiza-
n. a former teacher and author of six books on
ucation said Monday in Tupelo.

Samuel L. Blumenfeld. author of “N.E.A.: Tro-
n Horse i American Education.” cbarged that
e NEA has become more lnterested Ln exerting
jitical power to implement liberal programe
an in teaching children to read. The ¢~
airming illiteracy rate can be tr--

m changes sponsored by t*

Pt

Samuel L. Blumenfeld thinks a sign
be placed over the doors of
public schools: “Warning:
school may be dangerous to the

and safety of your child.”
Public schools themselves have an
said Blumenfeld, a former
and private school teacher and
author of six books on education.
more, he said, there’s no cure

the affliction.
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"The whole format of public education is made for the convenience
of teachers..." Sam Blumenfeld

SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD

America's
Most Controversial Critic

Of Public Education



Crucial Issues in Education

Academic Failure
Violence in the Schools
The Affective Domain
Drugs and Alcohol
Death Education
Teen Suicide
Sex Education
Teen Pregnancy
Functional Illiteracy
Ritalin
Vandalism
Teacher Burnout
Values Clarification
Sensitivity Training
Phonics vs. "Whole Language
Special Ed
Monopoly Unions
Multiculturalism

Globalism
AIDS
Decline in Math
Decline in Science
Bilingual Education
Accountability
Pornography
Humanism
Evolution vs. Creationism
Prayer
Parents Rights
Educational Malpractice
Dyslexia
Condom Distribution
Health Clinics
Teen Abortions
Testing
Child Abuse



Times-News pholo/SKYE SAVESON
Lecturer Sam Blumenfeld said Wednesday that teen suicides can be attributed to ‘death education’ classes

Controversv.



The Conspiracy Against Literacy!

Controversy!

Parents Rights!

Educational Malpractice!

How Public Schools Cause Functional Illiteracy!

Dyslexia: You Get It In School!

Public Education: A Failed Monopoly!

Teach Your Child to Read At Home!

How Public Schools Fail Americal

The "Whole Language'" Fraud!

Who Killed Excellence?

Needed: A New Philosophy of Education!

Why Education Reform Will Fail!

Do Our Educators Know What They're Doing?
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quasi-world

Birch Speaker Criticizes
U.N.’s ‘Totalitarian’ Goals

Samuel I.. Blumenfeld, a New
York lecturer brought here by
the local John Birch Society,
warned last night that the
United Nations is not the well-
meaning organization that most
people think it is.

Speaking to more than 100
people in Berkshire Community
College auditorium. - Blumenfeld
went into extensive historical
detail in an effort to prove his
thesis: That the United Nations
is ‘“‘a socialistically oriented
government, con-
ceived by an internationalist
clique and run by a coalition of
political criminals, Western so-
cialists and statists, whose goal
it is to impose by force over all
mankind a totalitarian govern-
ment.”’

U.N.'s Birthday

The talk was purposely sched-
uled to coincide with United Na-
tions Day celebrating the 22nd
anniversary of the formation of
the U.N. Blumenfeld quipped,
“*Now that the U.N. 1s over 21,
it is responsible for its own ac-
tions.”

The lecturer read from the
1964 U.N. directory as documen-
tation of his point that the U.N.
staff is overbalanced with Com-
munists, especially Russians, In
Kev positions.

He said that the personal sec-
retary to the secretary general
has virtually always been a
“Russian national.” (There was
a period, he said, when a Yugo-
slav held the position.) Because
of this, during the Korean War
the Russians often intercepted
reports of military strategy di-
rectly from Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur, Blumenfeld contended.

In his effort to show that the
United Nations was conceived
by an ‘“‘internationalist clique,
he traced the history of the ill-
fated L.eague of Nations, which
he says was conceived by Col,
FEdward M. House, adviser 1o
Woodrow Wilson, even before
World War I broke out,

Wealthy Clique

The short (5-foot-1) trim lec-
turer claimed that the clique
was and still is influenced by
the Rockefeller family and other
wealthy liberals. He said that
the movement toward a world
totalitarian government has
heen beneficial to the Rockefel-
lers.

Most of the westerners in the

United Nations., Blumenfeld
said, are ‘‘statists’ — that 1s.
they
would have control over every

citizen of the world. The consti-
fution for that world govern-
ment, he caid, has already been
written by Grenville Clark,
whose project was financed by
the Ford Foundation. He said
that the constitution is ‘‘totali-
tarian’’ in nature.

Other Comments

Blumenfeld, a 41-vear-old for-
mer publisher, also said:

—The  U.N.’s intervention in
Katanga was forced by a Swed-
iIsh-American corporate group,
which included Dag
Hammarskjold's familyv, to fur-
ther the group’s business inter-
esls.

—That Communists control
the 38th floor (the top floor) of
the U.N.

—That the “millionaire
clique’ got this country 1nto
both world wars in its efforts to
push for world government.

—That the U.N. has' done
nothing for world peace, for 1m-
proving the world economy or
for protecting individual iree-
doms.

—That he is ‘‘not saying that
there should be no government
among nations,”” but, “'If you
are for individual freedom as 1
have outlined, you cannot be for
the U.N. as it is presenly com-
posed.”

No Challenges

In previcus Birch-sponsored
meetings, liberals have turned
out to challenge the speakers.
But in a brief question period,
there were no real challenges
hurled at Blumenfeld. He told
one questioner that he opposes
the draft as an infringement on
individudl liberties. But he said
he opposes the draft-card burn-

ers. because they are demon-
strating not against the draft
but in opposition to a war

qeainst the Communists.

Blumenfeld was once an em-
plove of the John Birch Society,
but he left that organiza-
afer a dispute with founder
Robert Welch,

His lecture here was spon-
sored by the local Birch Society
and a Birch-inspired independ-
ent organization entitled
TRAIN. which stands for 1o
lestore American Independence
Now."

UN Debate

(Continued from Page 1)

at the outbreak of the Kore#h
War he was a correspondent for
the London Observer. He was
captured just 13 days after his
arrival and spent 33 months as
a prisoner. He was now Director
of the United Nations Informa-
tion Center in Washington.

Mr. Blumenfeld was born in
New York City. He attended the
public schools there and in 1945,
he went overseas and fought in
the closing battles of the Italian
campaign. In 1947 he returned
to the U.S. to complete his bach-

elor of arts degree at the City
College of New York.

He has worked for Rinehart
& Co., and has served in vari-
ous editoria] jobs for The World
Publishing Co., The Viking Press,
and Grossett & Dunlap. He is
presently organizing a publishing
company, and speaking profes-
s.}fonally for the John Birch So.
clety.

'I:he U.N. Club is making this
their outstanding event this se-
mester. Invitations have been
sent to students from American
University, George Washington,
Georgetown, and the American

Association for the U.N.'s Capi-

tal Area Division. Students and

faculty members from the Uni-
versity are also welcome,

: Mr. Blumenfeld wil] also be
interviewed for broadcast over
WMUC, the campus radio sta-
tion. Listen to WLIUC for de-
tails as to when the interview
will be broadecast.

E— =

want a government that

The entrance of Red China in-
to the United Nations and other
controversial topics will be de-
bated, tonight at 7:30
BPA Auditorium, by representa-
tives of the U.N. and the John
Birch Society.

The debate, which is sponsor-
ed by the United Nations Club,
features Samuel L. Blumenfeld,
who is a professional speaker for
the John Birch Society and Mnv.
Phillip Deane, director of the

U.N. Information Center in
Washington.

The debate will open with a
ten minute opening statement by
each speaker. Each speaker will
then talk for five minute inter-
vals, with each man giving op-
posite points of view, about
such topics as:

1. the entrance of Red Chi-

na into the U.N.

2. U.N. operations in Ka-
tanga.

in the |

Bircher vs. UN Rep.,

In Debate Over lIssues

3. the role of the United
States in the U.N.

4. the role of the U.S.S.R.
in the TU.N.

5. major probelms facing
the world and the U.N.
After the topies have been

discussed, a period of ten min-
utes will be allotted to each
man t make a conelusion. This
will be followed by a question
and answer period, in which the
audience will be invited to par-
ticipate.

Mr. Dean’s real name is Ger-
assimos Theodoros Christodoulou
Svoronos-Gigantes. Phillip Deane
1s his pen name,

He escaped from Greece during
World War II and served as a
submarine lieutenant in the Brit-
ish Royal Navy. Later he return-
ed to Greece and acted as direc-
tor of information to the Greek
Ministry of Coordination. In 1950

(Continued on Page 3)












| er, publisher and lecturer,

rciety are: 1. Inform

Birch Society’s Speaker
Cites Anti-Commie Aims

By RALPH HAMER
Journal Staff Writer
““The John Birch Society is
the largest and best organized
anti-Communist group in Amer-
ica today,” a man who will ad-
dress an open meeting spon-
sored by the society’'s local
chapter here said in Rapid City

Thursday.

Samuel L. Blumenfeld will
speak at the meeting at the city
auditorium at 8 o’clock tonight
and will discuss the Warren
Commission Report on the as-
sassination of President John F.
Kennedy,

Blumenfeld, New York writ-
in
an interview here, said the goal
of the John Birch Society is to
awaken the American people to
the realities of the present
internal and external situation
and the mortal dangers they

face.
Speeches such as he will

' make here rank high on the so-

ciety’s current program of pub-
lic education and information,
he said.

Blumenfeld recently spoke at
Jamestown and Valley City,
N. D., and has addressed many
college groups as well as gener-
al meetings.

Regarding alleged secrecy of
the society, he said the policy
1s the same as that of most
organizations, that it is up to
the individual to decide if he
wishes to make known
membership.

Rapid City chapters of the so-
ciety as other chapters, hold
regular discussion meetings
and interested persons are wel-
come to attend, he said.

The society is a pro - Ameri-
can and anti - Communist or-
ganization with a fourfold gen-
eral program, he said.

Four basic tenets of the so-
yourself,
2. Inform others, 3. Be capable
of taking defensive action
against Communism and 4. Be
capable of taking offensive ac-
tion against Communism,

Leadership of the organiza-
tion is headed by Robert
Welch, founder, and a council
of 20 prominent citizens, Blum-
enfeld said. Publications of the
society include a monthly mag-
azine, ‘“American Opinion.”

——————

his |

Blumenfeld himself publishes
a newsletter, “United States Re-

mrt' ’3 ~

' Rapid City Journal
Thursday, May 13, 1965
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His speech here is under aus-
pices of the American Opinion
Speakers Bureau which is af-
filiated with the John Birch
Society.
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Birch Society Speaker Crificizes
Conclusions Of Warren Repori

By RALPH HAMER
Journal Staff Writer

An extended analysis of the
26 volumes of testimony heard
by the Warren Commission in
its investigation of the assass-
ination of President John F.
Kennedy was given here Thurs-
day.

Upwards of 300 persons heard
Samuel L. Blumenfeld, New
York publisher, writer and
lecturer, in the speech at the
auditorium which was spon-
sored by the Rapid City chap-
ters of the John Birch Society.

Considerable emphasis was
placed on the finances of Lee

Harvey Oswald, the alleged
assassin, from the time of his
return from the USSR until the
assassination.

Blumenfeld said he felt this
is one of several areas in which
the commission failed to pursue
a line of testimony further or to
draw indicated conclusions.

BLUMENFELD SAID his own
analysis of Oswald’s finances
showed that Oswald and his
family for quite a length of
time, under the commission’s
analysis of the finances, were
living on $1.65 a day for food,
clothing and housing.

The speaker said there were

Rapid City Journal
Friday, May 14, 1965
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other discrepancies in the fi-
nancial analysis that were not
pursued by the commission, as
was the overall question of
what outside source, if any, Os-
wald got money from.

Blumenfeld said in Decem-
ber, 1962, Oswald earned $243
but the same month repaid the
state department $190 on a loan
he had made to return to the
United States.

Regarding the state depart-
ment loan, the speaker said Os-
wald’s repayment of this loan
may have been related to his
application in June, 1963, for a
passport which he would not be
eligible for until the loan was
repaid.

This passport, Blumenfeld
said, was issued in 24 hours
despite the state department’s
having had trouble with Oswald
while he was in Russia. When
applying for this passport, Os-
wald said he intended to use it
in November or December,
1962.

OSWALD’S VISIT to the Cu-
ban embassy in Mexico is an-
other area in which the com-
mission failed to pursue and in-
dicated line of testimony or in-
vestigation which might have
established accomplices or evi-
dence of conspiracy regarding
the assassination, the speaker
said. |

He said that the commission
apparently decided Oswald act-
ed alone. The commission did
not follow through on any in-
vestigation which would indi-

cate otherwise.

Dallas police officer J. D. Tip-
pit’s interception of Oswald fol-
lowing the assassination was a
key factor in the circumstances,
Blumenfeld said. Tippit was
killed in attempting to make
the arrest and Oswald was later
apprehended in a theater.

Oswald was Intercepted two-
thirds of the way in the direc-
tion of the apartment of Jack
Ruby, Dallas night club owner,
who is still being held for kﬂl-

M Oswalds - — e
il

A map in Life Magazine
clearly showed the location of
Ruby’s apartment but a map
issued by the commission was
trimmed so that the apartment
did not show, Blumenfeld said.

The apartment is located on
a main highway to the south
and Mexico, the speaker said.

Had officer Tippit not inter-
cepted Oswald he might have
disappeared and the situation
might have changed vastly.

IN A QUESTION and" answer
period Blumenfeld was asked
if the assassination was planned
by conspirators, what they
hoped to accomplish.

The speaker said the prin-
cipal objective may have been
to discredit right wing political
activity and strength which was
growing fast then.

Statements made within hours
of the assassination by various
people and the general climate
of opinion as presented by mass
media during that time indi-
cated an attempt would be
made to pin responsibility on
right wing elements, he said.

The arrest and implication of
Oswald, following Officer Tip-
pit’s action, changed the situa-
tion, the speaker said.

REGARDING POSSIBLE
right wing implication in the
assassination, Blumenfeld said
that there is nothing the “estab-
lishment” (a reference to gov-
ernment, press and other influ-
ential groups) would like better
and if there had been any evi-
dence to this effect it would
surely have been well publi-
cized.

Blumenfeld said in the 26
volumes of the Warren Commis-

| sion report there is tons of evi-

dence but it is some conclusions

| and interpretations drawn from

this evidence that are unaccept-

| able.

In taking issue with the re-

| port, citizens find themselves

characterized as ‘“‘theory-mon-
gers,” but it is a matter of per-
sonal and individual responsi-
bility in challenging what they
do not agree with, rather than
accepting slavishly whatever is
told them by authorities, the

| speaker said.

Blumenfeld said he felt the
Warren report had not cleared

| the air and that there would be
| further analysis of it as well as

possible independent investiga-

| tions of the assassination.

Blumenfeld was introduced by
Jack Paulton of Hermosa.
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By JAY LEVIN

Two members of the John
'Birch Society today announced
the formation of a Jewish satel-
lite organization to combat the
idea that the rightist group 1S
anti-Semitic.

The new organization is {o be
called the Jewish Society of
| Americanists.

Its leaders,
titles, are Samuel Blumenield,
39, of Boston, a former New

so far without

Yorker, who used to work for
publishing firms here, and Alan
Stang, 33, who said he once was
a writer on the “Tex and Jinx”
radio show and recently pro-
duced a book entitled, “It's Very
Simple,” an attack on the civil

{ rights movement as a “Com:

munist plot.”

Formation of the organization
is apparently a response to the
recent report of the Anti-Defa-
mation League that described
the society as anti-Semitic and
said it distributed anti-Semitic
literature.

At a press conference at the
Hilton Hotel, the two men said
they hoped “to demonstrate to
our fellow-Americans and co-re-

| ligionists that the Americanist

principles, beliefs and aims of
the John Birch Society are based
on the very precepts of Judaism.”

They said that the ADL was

constantly trying to “defame” |

the Birch society. Blumenfeld
also claimed that Commentary,

A monthly intellectual Joulnal othe1 groups.

NEW YORK POST Feb.

H

i

Two Birchers Open a Jewish Branch

sponsored by the American Jew-
ish Committee, “has a very

definte Marxist orientation !

(and) pro-Marxist bias.”

Later, Commentary’s -editor,
Norman Podhoretz, said in re-
ply: “Commentary has no con-
sistent political orientation, ex-

cept a vaguely liberal one. In |

fact, we even once published
something by Mr. Blumenfeld.”
Cites Rights Groups
Blumenfeld, a CCNY gradu-
ate, described himself as having
formerly been *‘a typical New
York liberal. I voted for Steven-
son twice,” He is now an editor
of the Birch Review of News.
Stang reported he was once
employed as a writer on the old

Mike Wallace interview pro-
gram.
A corollary activity of the

new Jewish group is apparently
aimed at Jewish involvement in
the civil rights movement. Stang
said that “the Jews have been

duped by the civil rights move-
ment,” but, he added, “so have
17, 1966

-

|

|
|

|




new 1ork Herald Tribune

A Jewish Unit Formed
In John Birch Sociely

By Don Ross

Of The Herald Tribune Staff

Two Jewish members of the
right-wing John Birch Socie-
ty, which was accused recent-
ly by a Jewish organization
of “contributing to anti-
Semitism,” said yvesterday
that the soclety was not anti-
Semitic but was actually
based on “the very precepts
of Judaism.”

At a press conference in
the New York Hilton, the
two Birchers announced the
formation of a Jewish Society
of Americanists, composed of
members of the John Birch
Society. They sald that the
Jewish membership of the
John Birch Society is about
1.000 and its total member-
ship is between 80,000 and
100,000.

In effect, the new Jewlsh
society, which is sponsored by
the ohn Birch Society, will
serve as a standard around
which right-wing Jews can
rally. The two Jewish Birch-
ers made plain their belief
that many—if not most—
American Jewish organiza-
tions are oriented toward “a
philosophy of unlimited gov-
ernment.”

The freedom of Jews, the
society’s statement of princi-
ples said, “is threatened as
never before by the forces of
collectivism and statism. The
history of Jewish persecution
is the history of a minotity
fighting against the persecu-
tive tyranny of a state or
government.”

The new society endorses
the views of Robert Welch,
founder of the John Birch So-
ciety, that the U. 8. is in im-
minent peril of being sub-
verted by a gigantic domestic
Communist conspiracy, that
Chief Justice Barl Warren
should be inpeached, that the
income tax should be abol-
iIshed and that the civil rights
movement is a Comumunist
plot to destroy America.

The two Jewish Birchers
were Samuel L. Blumenfeld,
analyst editor of the Review
of the News, a Birch weekly
maegazine,

author of “It's very simple:

RALLY POINT

FOR RIGHT

The True Story of Civil
Rights,” which expounds the
“Communist conspiracy” ori=-
gin of the civil rights move-
ment.

Mr. Blumenfeld, 39, went
to Stuvvesant High School and
has an A. B. from City Col-
lege. He said he had been “a
typical New York liberal who
voted for Adlai Stevenson
twice"”

Mr. Stang, 33, attended PS
79 in the Bronx, De Witt
Clinton High School and has
an A. B. from City College
and a master's from Columbia
University.

The recent charges by the
Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith that the Birch
Society “contributed to anti-
Semitism,” Mr. Blumenfeld
said, “were unfair and irre-
sponsible.” They were based
on accusations that some of
the American Opinion libra-
ries, which sell material ap-

. proved by the Birch Society,

were distributing material pre-
pared by anti-Semites and

that a leading Australian
anti-Semite was a regular
contributor to American

Opinion, another Birch publi-
cation,

Mr. Blumenfeld said that it
was very difficult for the so-
ciety to police all 350 Ameri-
can Opinion libraries but that
Mr. Welch had sent them a
memorandum admonishing
them not to stock anti-Semitic

material. Mr. Blumenfeld also |

said that the Australian writ-

ing in the magazine American |

- .

| JPUBLISHEROF SALVADOR DALI GRAPHICS

and Alan Stang, |
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vestigation by Mr. Welch and
that none of the Australian’s
writing would appear pending
the outcome.

“Whenever an anti-Commu-
nist organization becomes ef-
fective,” Mr. Blumenifeld ob-
served, “Communists smear
them as anti-Semitic and
racist. They do this as a com-
mon practice.”

“Conservative Jews have
not had a platform or an or-
ganization to express their
views,” Mr. Blumenfeld said.
“The majority of Jewish or-
ganizations espouse the cause
of unlimited government.”

Asked if he had any in-
formation that Communists
are about to take ever B'nai

B'rith, he said:

“I wouldn't know. The in-
filtration of Communists into
Jewish groups is an area
where there is less informa- |
tion than in any other.” |

Mr. Blumenfeld said that
“in general,” Jewish organi-
zations had allied themselves
with the Democratic party
and its ideology. As for the
magazine Commentary, he
sald, “it has a strong pre-
Marxist bias.” A monthly, it |
is published by the American
Jewish Committee.

The statement of prin-
ciples of the Jewish Society
of Americanists listed Michael
S. Kogan as chairman of the
group. He was not at the
news conference. Mr. Kogan
is a graduate student at Co-
lumbia University. He lives
at 140 Claremont, Ave,
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“Eilling_of?ennedy

Called Conspiracy

By Steve Mitchell

Staf_f Reporter

Many Americans helieve the
contention of the Warren Com-
mission that Lee Harvey Os-
wald — acting alone — shot
and killed President John F.
Kennedy.

There are two divergent vie}vs
from opposite ends of the politi-
cal spectrum,

The extreme left wing be-
lieves the Warren Commission
whitewashed the assassination
to cover up an obvious right-
wing conspiracy.

The extreme right wing, on
the other hand, believes the
Warren Commission white-
washed the assassination to cov-
er up an obvious left-wing con-
spiracy.

The latter view was advanced
for several hours last night by
Samuel L. Blumenfeld, a con-
servative who writes commen-
tary for a publication called
“Review of the News.”

Blumenfeld told an audience
of about 150 people at Dalton
Junior High School that the as-
sassination was the work of a
well-organized Soviet conspiracy
with Oswald as the trigger man.

Blumenfeld acknowledged that
the Communists call the presi-
dent’s murder a right-wing con-
spiracy.

“Why? Because the Commu-

nists often accuse others of
crimes they themselves com-
mit,”” Blumenfeld said.

Another reason, he said, was
that there was ‘‘too much evi-
dence of a conspiracy’’ and the
Communists are trying to blame
the right wing.

Blumenfeld said the Warren
Commission conducted only a
superficial investigation into
Kennedy’s death.

“The commission started out
on the premise that there was
no Communist conspiracy and
went about to substantiate their
views rather than to judge the
evidence objectively,” said Blu-
menfeld.

Blumenfield said Oswald was
getting money from some un-
known source but the Warren
Commission tried to cover this
up with financial juggling.

He said Oswald, despite his
known Communist background,
was given ‘‘special considera-
tion”’ by the State Department
in getting a second passport aft-
er returning from Russia.

Blumenfeld said this was not
surprising.

“The security of the State De-
partment,” he said, ‘‘Is so lax
and slovenly . . . that an army
of Soviet agents could enter and

leave the United States.”
Yet the Warren Commission,

SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD
. . « Speaks here , . .

Blumenfeld said, exonerated the
State Department in its report
and criticized the FBI.

Blumenfeld admitted that the
FBI was not as effective as it
could be, but said it was not
the fault of Director J. Edgar
Hoover or his agents.

He said it was because Rob-
ert Kennedy, as head of the
Justice Department, shifted the
FBI's investigative efforis from
anticommunism to civil rights,

Blumenfeld contended that Os-
Wal_d was a Soviet assassin
trained In Russia for the ex-
press purpose of Killing the
President and was aided and
abetted in his task by Com-
munists within the U, S, govern-
ment.
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I Lawsuit filed for AIDS child

NATIONLINE

‘ FROM USA TGDAY'S NATIONAL NEWS NETWORK

THOMAS: Barred
from kindergarten

1LOS ANGELES — The par-
ents of 4yearold AIDS - patient
Ryan Thomas filed suit Tuesday to
get him readmitted to kindergar-
ten, Ryan, who got AIDS from a
blpod transfusion, was suspended
from school after he bit a class-
mate Sept. 8, six daye after- bis
parents won a l0-montk battle to
get him into classes. The lawsuit
claims di
tion of constitutional rights. The
school is providing Ryan individual
AP hutoring and offered to review his
case before the next semester.

discrimination and viola-

-a

——CAMPUS—— —

School system criticized

By ANGELEE J. HARRIS
Universe Staff Writer

. Aﬁeﬁm’s system of government-
controlled public edication should be
abolished in order for the youth of this

country to' become properly edu-

cated, said an.author g
and educator last
Thursday in a speech
givenatBYU. . .
+~ Samuel Blumenfeld,
a former.- substifute
teacher, has appeared
on many television
shows -and radio pro-
grams -promoting- his’
‘idess abdut education.
" Blumenfeld believes
America’s system of |
- education -is not doing
" its job.
.. He blames this failure on the gov-
ernment and the monopoly it has on
the educational system. -

The answer to this educational cri-

88 is to end the government
monopoly by privatizing the nation’s
schoolg, hegaid. ~
A government education syste

“serves the government, not the chil-
dren or the parents,” Blumenfeld
said. : s
As a resuit, “the public school sys-
tem in America is;a disaster,” Blu-,

menfeld said. “It is the only American

* institution that threatensour very fu-

. ture ag anation.” o

" - “The education system is also st risk

- ‘because the government's monopaly
-un education is rentrolled by “r see-

SAMUEL BLUMENFELD

Education Association,” Blumenfeld
aaid S T

menfeld said. 7
“They have politicized the teachers
- of America in order to
control the government
that makes - their
monopoly possible,” he
Both of these monop-
olies are bad ‘because

serving,  Blumenfeld
The echool systern cannot produce

literate students because there is no

incentive and ecompetition s a result

of these monopolies, Blumenfeld said.

Accvording to Blumenfeld, priva-
tization would solve these problems

.because eduecation would become

competitive, .
. If schools were made private, the
cost ‘of education would deeline and

-education would improve, he said, It

would open an entire new field for

_free, epterprise and technology and

produce better educated children, he

a ;'“lsré\;iﬁinﬁon would foree a thor-

ough shakeup of all that we call educa-
‘tion and eventually result in an educa-

Blumenfeldeald. - .

‘ _ 1 4tion pystem brought down to earth,”
_:-E m“te m’!‘?POIYn!"‘e ati?nl%& - S

“The goal of the NEAis total power .
over the teaching profession,” Blu--

wer, protect the ineff-

|E

Schools OK,
say educators

By ANGELEE J. HARRIS
Universe Staff Writer

Abolishing the school system is
not the gojution to problems in edu-
cation, said a BYU professor in re-
sponse to Samue!l Blumenfeld's
speech. : ‘

Dr. Ray Reutzel, an sssociate
Erofessor of literacy education st

YU, said “public schools in the

United States are the greatestand

most successful social experiment

| ever conducted in the history of

world civilization.”
“We in the United States edu-
cate the entire populace without
ard to race, creed, color or reli-
gion,” Reutzel said. “Other coun-
tries to whom we are often glibl

comgared make no such-noble ei- |
fort. . i .
In response to Blumenfeld's atti-

tude towards the National Educa-

*-tion Association, Lowell Baum, the

executive director of the Utah Ed-
ueation Assoeiation, said.“The
NEA is n democratically operated
organization which reflects the
viewpoints of the people who be-
long to it. “The Founding Fathers
believed every child should have an
opportunity to receive an educa-
tion,” Baum said. “The mission of
the NEAsto give all people from
all parts of America the chance for
a proper education.” . ,

" “Blumenfeld said teachers use the
9o0k-say’ method to teach children
how to read. However, the ‘look-
say’ method has not been used for
at least 14 years, said Gary
Besstrand, principal .of Hillerest




‘Eagle Forum warns of nation

bySteveR:bdnﬂ
u.mgnm
7Publie education is cater
‘ing to world soclalism .and
true Christiase have an
abiding cuty o pull their
children out of the public
schoals, - of a
. national’ ;onservative

tion-tald a Homer -

organiza
mwﬂlast Wednesday.

" Professars of Education
‘and -textbock publishers, in
league with- behavioral
psychologists and ‘Becular

humanists" areschemlng to.

“cumb down “the nation,”
claimed author and edoca-
tiom _critic Samuel
Blumenfeld. Ope means
toward that . goal i the
systemstic adoption of a
reading curriculum design-
ed to produce psor readers,
be maintaiced.

His companion speaker in
the presentation hy. the
Eagle Forump, columnist
John Lofton, told aboot 200

- people in the Paul Banks -
Elementary ‘Schoal - gym--
nasfumn that “atheism is the -

established faith” tn the
public schoots

‘“True Qn'isuans cannot
defend having their children

‘inciting - all Christian
teacbers to leave their jobs

in the public echoa) system, -

but said their talents are be-
ing wasted in the ‘state

The . only wayf‘io‘brtng
public educatioa “back to
the basics” and ceestablish
Christian  beliefs as para-

maunt in school and country

is to leave the achoal system,
they said “‘Get out, if you
can, get out,”” Mr. Lafton

Remarkz from both men,
bosted in Homer by Eileen

Becker and Pat Evarts and -

introduced by . the Raev.
Larry Steel, drew broadly

murmured assent from their

audience, and rousing ap-
plause when they finished. -

“The Fagle Feum is a na- -
ticawide arganization, bead-
_ed by Phylis Shlafly. Amoag

otber positiens, according to

its * hterature, - the: forum

favors voluntary pra

,publlcschmﬂsandtherlght
schools
. fram teaching “concepls of-

d;mexmatoprevmt

fensive to (their) religious,
mordl or widhral stao-

» -

- Wednfsday’s spenkers; in

the government bave

adopted what they termed

secular lnmanism &s & sort -

of state religion.-Under this
interpretatfon, humanists
embrace human values and

- achievement whlle recogniz-

- Schoa] is not a monument to

education, - sald Mr.
Blumenfeld; he called it
“*Homer’s .

- atheism - -of
<Smdmtnmtaugbttocom-

in public schools,” Mr. Lof- -

ton said. He stopped short of © thatthereissuch athingasa

true religion.” be said.

He did not epecify which
religion be felt is the true
ooe, but said studeats must
learn about God in order o
better resist- lifes tempta-
tions.

Mr. Blumenfeld suggested

posting a sign at the gate

_ warning, ‘“This puhlic schoal -
* could be dangeros to ymr
child’s bealth ’”’ The remark,

though made as an aside,

- was warmly received by an
. audience which filled most of

the folding metal chairs in
the publie - school gym-
&njamdollbednnge
pused by inmmanists could be

" Pau
“Mr.

. temple of

found right in the halls of
Backs FElementary,
Blumenfeld ' :said; |
children had made paper -
cutouts of mmpkins and ;
goblins to- Qlustrate Hallo-
ween The witches' eve, with
all its satanlcimagery, is the

" most important date on the

bumanists’ calendar and is a
dangerous visnalxe;ninda-
of - the country's. rising
fasdnahon with cuhx be
said .- = 3

ﬁmﬁ theue]ebmti,ond

I~Hnﬂawemﬁlsbutasba1.

step - o witcheraft and
Ahmnk somé " of
which commit ceremoadial
murder and eat human flesh,
besald. - . - .
'lbeh:mnhtagmdacaﬂs .
fu'aglobalwdnm!

- ment, Mr. Blumenfeld said.

As part of the conspiracy, he
cdlaimed, educators promote .
a national school curriculum
which purpasefully endorses
poor reading instruction.
Poor reading skills are being
pmogrammed into society, be
said,. because the globel -
saclalists don’t wagt in-
telligent oppasition fo~ the

-one world. governmert of
‘their dreams, ' - = -~

Mr. Loflon took a different
approach, whi e ~making
anew and underscoring
many o Mr. Blumenfeid's

" arguments. A columpist with
" the Washingtan, D.C. Star,

be said the lack of Christian

~ tr
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NEWSMAKERS

Milwaukie's fast-buci artist,
Roque Baca, gained infamy by
giving customers iess than a
fair shake — while Westwood
housewife and mother Peggy

Ault rose to the fore in a
crusade against pernography.
They're The Review's
Man and Woman of the Year.
See Pages 2 and 3.

Death Bell Tolls
On Tale of Love

Hm:da.ndluqmlweﬂ.‘ S
Andundevuedmrym-dennmd's

ast days the happiest of bis winter years, . .
‘The 81-year-old man played the male lead

n North ‘Clackamas County’s ‘answer to’
‘ﬂsunmdhdde.mrbyud.lmn,nm
ind Juliet, .
They laid Howard Lake to rest Prld.ny
ollowing his - death Sunday. Dee. 18 of
atural causes, -

Hawlnll.akewmtmtlnlwh.'ﬂhl

we!yladytnudhimgoadbye.

He's the irresistible charmer who
d.ay‘lmthlheletdnnghurySnldgr,ﬂ.

At the time, he was residing atsmu
flstaCareCcnteranmgmaly
It was Mary did the asking. -
 Howard couldnt
But in early June, the couplé's honeymoon
lans were dashed when Howand suffered g

eart attack: and was - confined to the

cuple’s Jennings Lodge home.© -
Howanrd's bride became his oarse.

But finall§; when he took a turm for the

rocse earlier this month he was admitted:
aMwnhanlewOmvalmﬂCnucumr
a Oregon City.

While mourning his lou. Mary- Luh
nows ahe made a blg d.lﬂum In- ha-
pan's st year of life, - - -

“The doctors told me hnrmldhawm i

ead loog ago If it wasn't for loving care,” &
{ary said this week. -

Just before services. were mdmcl

uneral wreath made by friends,
Hmrdhadlﬂendadtolanﬂahﬂde
“alimesa, Calif, for their honeymoon. -
Inuuend.hnma&thet:lpllone
On Friday, Howard was buried
“plimesa, next to the grave of his first wi
Hlasweethealtwaallnlhlﬂohe
It dicin’t matter,
Whatlheyhdtnmhudlmhd

Reddaway Cleared §
n Qil Spill Here

Bill Call, president of Reddaway
Anes in Milwaukie, said be is *‘delighte
durhnrlngﬂnttheuunqnm
_nvironmental Quality (DEQ) has decide
ot to fine his fivma for a fuel spill Nov.

TN mﬁww

Volume 63, No.51+« One Soction . Thunday. December 27, 1984 * Chckamal County. Oregon =25 Cents

l!-l h.nrl:lbacktwoyenu, when the two
metltxjngBdlApamulnlﬂlmuHe.

Hmdmplmrytﬂherteet,
He cocked meals for Mary late atmgm;
after ghe returned !m visiting a sick
relative. - -

(hallli.ncledtolmﬂm

“He knows all the tricks of the trade,”
Mary told The Review in August.

“With all his loving kindness, he changed

oy heart..
“I never thought I'd marry again”
Howard Lake's legacy includes a son, two-

Lodge 109 and the Elks Club of Brainerd,
Minn. Lake retited [n 1061 from 3-M Co.

-Mary Lake requests donatlons to the
Oregmsuummmumam-
his memary.
“We'u mn.ly “meet I.n huveu." Mary

Sumlythaywiﬂ.
AUTHORITY CHAHGES

HAPP[ERTIMFS Doctnnuyllmrdhl:emrﬂvedonﬂlehwo!hhgood.
woman, Mary, during last months of life. Bwndﬂednec.ll.mcoupleh.
. shnwnhﬂelnhapplerdayl,whenmﬂeﬂcwﬂnthld_ﬂwh'stmhAmL

 Educa tlon S Gone Bram Dead

By JOE KRUMM recently during his Northwest ‘tour to-- dnn.'l'odayitapmgresdve(humulst)
yNeuEiur " publicize his new book “NEA — Trojan program bas been ‘implemented in the
‘nnNaﬂmalEduaﬂon Association ‘and - Horse In American Education.” : schoots. - .
public gchools In America are “braindead,” (Editor’s Note: NEA — (he Natiogal ~ . The whole humanist program embraces
but are belng kept alive by transfuslons of Education Assoriation — la the teachers’ ovulution and a secular L
taxpayers’ maney, says Sam Blumenfeld  ynion that publicly vows to assert enarmons mmmmél&wﬂng?ewum

palitical power. The Oregon Education -

Association end North Clackamas Educa-

tion Association are m.llltantnms d t.'hef

1 NEA)

' Blmnanfe.ldhuaulhoredmbo&lm
education, including “How to Start Your
Own Private School — and Why You Need ’
One” &and’ "In Public - Education
Necessary?”
HennlheNEAhmnby"dhd:ﬂc

humanists’ who have helped createa socle- -

ty moving toward communism and away

1 from motality.

. Public schools are to blame for most
reading disorders, says Blumenfeld, He also
puts the blame on the NEA for a 2,627 per- -
cent increase in the cost of education since
1650, while earcliments have increased only
. 45 percent and inflation, 335 percent. -
The Review: deidtheNEAdevelopin,

power?.
mnmuleldznwuhkenwerhythepro-
_ . gressives around the time of World War I -

The Review interviewed Blumenfeld

m.mumwmm

'l‘hc Revln Are you nggesﬁng public
schools should be more invalved in religion?
,-Whatabmtndiewcparam-houhhh
 send their child to schoal? . - . =
madeld'hlhliclchoohmpa-’ect!ur
atheists’ ehl.ldnnhnﬂnrrenatvwgood
. fer belleving children
Thdrraﬂmdehthnthemnﬂmd
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Schools —

Continued from Page 1

chm‘éhandstatemeamthatmﬂalonsbould_-
for Sundaya and church and.

he something

that it should be kept out {(of the achools).
They prefend the public schools are

neutral. The public schools are not neutrat

because not only do they' expouss secular

humanism, which is a religion, but now they

uapnstdngnﬂmﬂsdpagmpmcﬂcum

meditation.

Secular bumsenism is a nonlheluuc
religion. Eastern religion s a panthelstic
mligun.'!'heymndluhvordm

religon.

The Review: So you would be in favor of
prayer in public schools?

Blumenfeld: To tell you the truth, & minute
of gilent prayer is nat worth the effoct. It'a
really a sham,

The Review: Wuﬂdywnﬂnrnu'mtan
prayer? )
Blumenteld:lwmﬂdraﬂuueeﬂuchﬂdm
of Christians leave the public achoals and
enter Christian schools. I believe a Christian
educaﬁmhmoreﬂmnjusupnyu Itre-
quires a complete lha cur-
riculum,

Furﬂuist.hmlhuehahdntelymhope-
in the public achools. None whatever, Itsa
complete waste of time, .

Mmmmﬁglmumumthnm
actually anti-religion by undlng M
children to public schoals. :
The Review: Inmboak,mh!kum
the NEA's power in government, You call
NEA “the most

certified teachers, W’hmﬂ\epmdthe
school . refused. government cpotrol,
wbodmdaseduﬂhempuunjaﬁ.
The people who pushed those laws were
the officlals of the Nebraska Edumum
Asociation — an NEA affiliate,
[havedebatedNEAo&ldahtwheandin
both instances they sald they were in favor”
of state contral of church schools, which is
obwiously a violation of our nnallmlbh
right to religicus freedom.
The .Review: What do they 'lnt to
regulate?
Blumenfeid: They have to have an approved
curriculum and - certitied teachers —
teachers who have gme uamugh A state-
approved course. <

control — control the schools. Most of the

certified teachers will have gone through minister, Hedom‘tmdthemhh He goes m

0 business as usual Is totally wrong, toh.lly
rroneous.

mm:ltmmmmwhh
ee more religious schools and their in--
iependence. What ‘would you Ilh to ses -
lone with public schools? : - =
ilamendeld: IMderﬂ:epuwc
w an experiment that has tailed. It has fail- -

«d on moral grounds. It hes not produced -

weiter people, !tmwmvduedlhighﬂ

gm0

to,

* Thureday, December 27, 1384

mworal standard for the nation. We have
more crirne, We have abor-
“tion. ‘You name It; we've got it.

It has falled on an academic level

The Review: Da you cansider those things —

other than scademic work — the respon-
albllity of the achools? -
Biamenfeld: An education systern is suppas-
- ed to transfer a naton's morality. It is sup-
posed to influance.

Even the liberals — even the humanists
admit morality must be taught in the

_schoals. But their morality is based an the

.- fiotion thet man is an animal, If evolution s

" the center of your view of man — there {s no

God and man Is gn apimal — then man's

. morality hecames that of an animal,

The Review: Have youfollowed the con-

‘troversy in school district around the coun-
try about so-called “guidance and counsel-

ing™ programa, in which children are asked
about thelr feelings and asked twow they
would react in certain mtuations?
Blumenfeld: Yes Situations]l ethics in
. which children are taught that morals are
telalhre. ’
Theytuchulmdu!ﬂuﬂm.'ﬂﬂulnll
Mdthmﬂnhmnum They

are teaching a moral gystem diametrically
nppoaedtothcm-alsydandlheludm-
Christian traditiona.

Because of thet, Christian children atten-
ding a secular humanlst phlie school come
. home with values conilicting with those they
get at bome. This creates a rilt between
parent and child. It can be a serlous pro-
blem. Some kids leave home. Same kids get
on drugs.

Some kids even go so far to go tothe big cf-
. ty and becoms prostitutes, We read in our

) newspapenm-nermmthhhp- .

Wberado&me%gowmﬂ Pumtl
often knock themselves, saying, ‘“Where did
we go wrong?™ The thing they did wrong
was to send thelr kida to a public school
" The Review: You've been touring the coun-
- try, takking about your latest book, What's
the public response?

particularly among Christians and conser-
vauves.'mey(edlhvemuﬂrupmnedto
em why the system §s tha way it Is today
mdwhyalltheseananptutrdotmhne
“failed.
Thaymorlusmwagmewﬂhme.m
.exeriment ls over.
I consider pulilc education like o ‘bratn’
. dead body with all kinds of life-suppoct -
fluids going Lo it — just money. But the brain -
Is dead.
-~ 1 have tmdequaﬂylervmtrupmaein
all the greas I've visited. -

education,
spiritual problems of non-believers. If & non-. -
bellever bag a problem, he doesn't go to &

mdbeﬁet Their literacy was

think out things. Obviously, peychology has
not henefited education. As & matterof fact,
1 think it has been part of its downfall,
mac\;iew + Could you give a brief explana- -
tion. -0
+ook-aay™ - and - “phonlci" medwdl d
.. teaching reading?
" Blumenfeld: [mk-nylaawsydlenchlng
someotre English as if the words were wrii-
mmwwmm

- difference between-the

lstcacbl.ngapermtnrend&lgﬂshthem
it should be.:» - % & SRR e

WﬂﬂmEngﬂshlsunalplmbeﬂcwﬂnm
systern. What take the spoken language and
transcribe it into written form by using sym-
bols thet stand for the sounda of the

Janguage.
So if you read the word “five,"” the letters

any language: it stands for the idea. A
Spaniard will say “clnco™ -or use the
numeral “5.”

dysleﬂabecauseoﬂhbnzthod.lm‘tlhu
physical disorder? -
"Blumenfeld; There are some peale who are
- born with a difficulty. That bas been called
. ““dysalexia.” It's s very rare condition. The
onlywnynmnbecumdhthmnghmemln
phanics,

Look-say creates symploms that resem-
ble dyslexia, 30 a lot of look-sey readers are
being degignated as dystexie or “reading-
_disabled” because they show symptoms
‘which have been arificially induced by the
look-say tnethod.

More people are golng Lo achool, but more
people are coming out of achool functionally
llliterate. In the old days an illiternte was &
person wio dide't go to school Today a
tunctional jlliterate L= someone who has had
12 years of achooling and stil] reads at a
third- or a fourthgrade level, One Is tha
result of Bo schooling and the other is the -
result of schooling.

m:-m-m + Fanteatic] -JU's.almonts.:: Viia umum malpractios g an hor- -
; Tm 'I'Imnﬂle' W‘hydoﬂuscboolsmsistm .

effective, proven teaching methods?

anieu.'l‘henhnomyawyutnhw

to teach a person how to read. -
Theywanttnkeepﬂwlltu‘cqflevclofﬂu

American people low

The Review: Doywma.llythlntlt'llnm

tional?

Blumenfeld: Of course it's intentlonal. [ pro-

vuulnmybook..!ombeweysaidmntmh

literacy was an obstacle to socialism.
(Dewey was & secular humunl.st

. educator/psychologist/philesoper who
NEA beginning

little further?

the Palitburo a couple of years ago.
. sald, “We must emphastze the
elass r , the NEA Is

chum-uggle.qummdnunnputd
n

They. are in favor of the Marxist revolu- -

tionaries in Central America. They bate

The Review: What can a Jocal citizens do?
Blumeufeid: I you have children in public

schools, get them out, There’s no sense’
una child at risk. If you're just a
then do whatever you can lo cut
mndlngdwdthhn'sh-aindendm"
being supported by these tubes.
w:wmmemncanpmpu.um
good. It isn't educating. It's costing us a
tremendous amount of money.

My book ‘was writien to help cltizens
become aware of the stuation. It advises
them to withdraw their moral and financial
support from that lmstitution — that ts, from
the NEA and from public achools.

" ‘That Is going to meet up with a iof of cries,
“What - do you mean? We must have
schools!" -

Wemhnendnoh.h:tutheym

very, very openly.
They

physical, emotional, cultural, ethical and
mldev&q:memdduuna.Doywlnve,
8 reaction?
Rlemenfeld: The state I intruding in mat-
terswhenlthasmmm'l‘lrstﬂebu
assumed these responsdbilties because it
believes"ii’s now supreme, It {s no longer a

chusetts State of
tion is peobably as bad as Oregon’s."
(Blumnenfeld lives in Boston, Mass. where
ha chairs fwo education-reform organiza-
tions and a is a director of Heights Academy
in South Boston).

!bqnlmmchthapeuple Ibopemy
book reaches themn. The purpose of the book
{5 to make people aware of the problem.
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BOOK REVIEW / Allan Brownfeld

y now, the fact that
American pyblic education
is a disaster area is widely
recognized. Once, a small
number of well-informed critics
were voices in the wilderness,
attempting to make Americans
aware of the declining standards
and virtual chaos which had come to
characterize the public schools.

Part of the message has taken
hold. When Time magazine, News-
week, U.S. News and World Report,
NBC, CBS, and ABC TV begin to
report on the story, there can be little
doubt that things have deteriorated
dramatically. .

Unfortunately, most of the discus-
sion of our declining public schools
fails to properly identify the reasons
for the decline, Instead, we are told
— as we were recently on a three-
hour ABC TV documentary — that
the answer to our problems is more
money. Such a statement overlooks
the key fact that we now spend more
on the education of children than
any other country in the world.

The United States spent 6.8
percent of its GNP on education in
1980-81 (or $200 billion), up from 3.4
percent in 1949-50. Yet, in an aca-
demic competency test comparing
average American sixth-graders
with their counterparts in seven
other Western industrialized coun-
tries, American children ranked last
in mathematics and not much better
in science and geography. The poor
U.S. showing was described as
“alarming” by Glenn Seaborg, the
Nobel Prize-winning scientist who
helped direct the science portion of

the test. | X
In April 1983, the National Com-

mission on Excellence in Education
issued ita historic report, A Nation

Allan Brownfeld is a nationally
syndicated columnist,

CAENDIRD SrrHdNnil ¢

Taking on the teachers

Who is to blame for the shortcomings of our schools?

. .NEA: Trojan Horse .- .
* in Anierican Education

By mnﬁ:& L. Blumenfeld
wna&mk&_ $7.95, 284 pages

at Risk. The report declared: “The
educational foundations of our soci-
ety are presently being eroded by a
rising tide of mediocrity that
threatens our very future as a nation
and as a people... "

In his book, NEA: Trojan Horse in
American Education, Samuel L.
Blumenfeld, an authority on
American education who has taught
in both public and private schools
and who has written extensively on
the subject, persuasively argues
that our deteriorating public schools
did not just “happen” A dedicated
and ambitious group of men and
women — The National Education
Association — has consciously

caused our present dilemma, he
charges, and have an agenda for our
future as well.

) For many years, the NEA has been
implementing its “progressive” phi-
losaphy of what schools should do.
Mr. Blumenfeld shows that this
approach can be found in the report
of the NEA's Commission on the
Reorganization of Secondary Edu-
cation in 1918. The reforms recom-
mended by the commission
reflected the influence of John
Dewey’s new educational agenda as
well as the new psychology which
then was being introduced at
American universities.

A Adivicinn of Tavanavere FAadvuratinn | obhbhy

Mr. Blumenfeld writes, “the shift
in emphasis from inteltectual devel-
opment to social development was
revolutionary. Dewey strongly
opposed the traditional system
which encouraged the development
of the independent mind ready to
compete in capitalist society. ‘The
mere absorbing of facts and truths,
he wrote in School and Society, ‘is so

The NEA embraced a
philosophy which
clearly downgraded
reading, writing,
arithmetic, history,
and science,

exclusively individual an affair that
it tends very naturally to turn into
selfishness’ And to Dewey selfish-
ness was synonymous with

capitalism. If education was to lead

the next generation to socialism, it_

would have to be much less intellec-

e R —yatt i

‘m_m_m_‘ﬁ.@%,,sﬁ%ﬁﬁl.
The NEA — some 70 years ago —
embraced a philosophy which
clearly downgraded reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, history, and science.
In his bock, My Pedagogic Creed,
Mr. Dewey wrote: "1 believe . .. that
the true center of correlation on the
school subjects is not science, nor
literature, nor history, nor geogra-

phy, but the child's social activities”

The NEA, the teachers’' colleges,
and others in the nation's educa-
tional establishment, Mr. Blumen-
feld shows, embraced socialism as
the wave of the future, and sought to
use the public schools to prepare
American children to fit into such a
society.

At this time, Marxist radicalism
was at its height at Columbia Univer-
sity’s Teachers College. George S.
Counts, the leftist professor who had
toured the Soviet Union several
times and written glowing accounts
of its social “experiments” pub-
lished Dare The Schools Build a New
Order in 1932. He urged, “that the
teachers should deliberately reach
for power and then make the most of
their conquest.”

To the NEA, Mr. Blumenfeld
notes, “the greatest enemy of social-
ism was the private consciousness
that seeks knowledge in order to
exercise its own individual judg-
ment and authority. High literacy
gave the individual the means to
seek knowledge individually. To Mr.
Dewey, it created and sustained the
individual system which was detri-
mental to the social spirit needed to
build a socialist society..."”

The “look-say” method of
teaching reading, which the NEA
used to replace the traditional phon-
ics method, Mr. Blumenfeld points
out, “contradicted all of human his-
tory in which it had been proven ...
that language, not image, is the chief
instrument of both learning and
instruction. Only the deaf rely on

Ben Cranblin Ciatices Pav 1E0 Wachi

image more than language, and even
they must master language o
achieve any high degree of leamn-
ing”

ow the NEA has becori
ion and a powerful political
ts president, Mary Futrell, open
declares that, “instruction and pro-
fessional development have been on
the back burner to us, compared
with political action” The NEA's
political action committee poured
more than $2.4 million into the 1984
campaigns of “friends of education,”
such as Walter Mondale. That is

eight times the $300,000 _é

a € A hope to
achieve? One answer, of course, 15
more money forthe teachers and the
schi nrgrm._.:ahbmnE.P_Ew

e NEA wants more than money.
wants complete control over ali
American education — private Ag
ublic;

“It is the goal of the o con-
trol all teacher certification in the
United States and, through the
agency shop, control the hiring and
firing of teachers ... The private
school and home education repre-
sent the only escape routes for thase
parents who do not wish to submil
their children o secular humanis
indoctrination. But the NEA is doing
all in its power to shut off thess
escape routes by proposing state
laws severely regulating private
schools and outlawing home educa:
tion . .. If the NEA has its way it will
be illegal for virtually anyone to
teach anything in America without @
license . .. And who will control the
licensing? Why, the NEA, of course.”.

If Mr. Blumenfeld is overstating
his case, the documentation and ex}:
dence he provides is so over-
whelming that the NEA will have {&
meet the burden of proof in any
rebuttal,
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By Dave Yarga -
staf! writer kS

“Right wing n_,w_._.:.,.&n... who attack
public educatlon and teacbers, tend to
oversimpilfy problems in schools, ac-
cording to the Qaklaod County repre-
septative for the Michigan Education
Associatlon,

Sammy Ruetenik, who made her
comments prior to the second in a ge-
ries of local educatlonal forums where
pubiic educatton has come under heavy
attacks, sajd such critlcs rely heavily

on propaganda. Ruetenik 1s also presi-
dentof The Bloomfield Hills Education
Associaton. The National Forum for
Educational Awareness, a recentiy or-
ganized group with a Franklln matling
address, held it9 second program Satur-
day in Troy, [t wag entitled the “Illiter-
acy-Crime Counection.”
. Amoog the speakers was Samue]
Blumenfeld, author of “How Our
Schools Contribute to Tliteracy and

Crime” and “NEA; Trojan Horse in
American Education.”

. At the first forum in November, Blu-

m__.a_:m_._m_.: z__o_.__cm:

TS St Y

menfeld accused the National Educa-
tion Assoclation of promoting world-
wide gociallsrm through its programs,
and working for political power to gain
controf of the country’'s youth.

He also cglled for the end of the pub-
lic school system In faver of private,
Christlan and home teaching.

"IF WE LOOK at extremists like
Blumenfeld aod others like those who
organize these forums,” Rueienik said,

- “we begin to see a patiern. They over-
simplify problems and solutions and

mm Pages
e L I

display littte _.mmEd in the Geed to un-
derstand complex issues.

“They blame ¢reeping sociallsm and
cotnmunisrn for our difficulties and
call for a cmisade against them. They
see a plat behind most events. And they
place blame for problems on a targeted
group.

Targeted, she said, are beachers and
the .National Education ?.GSEEE
(NEA).

“These forums make use of the prop-
aganda techpique — ‘the Blg Lie’™

E

Ruetenik charged. “If something 1s re- ]

~ Birmingham-
#Bloomiield Edition

,,p_.prgp_r':i! [P RPRICRRED S tere?

[ t”‘.':-l"'i_!i:?i':’

._.io_._e._":a Cents

.—!ggiiifi

._.mmn_..m_.m lash o.: m* mzmor_

peated often enough, no matter _..Eﬂ un-
true or outrageous, people will accept
it as truth.”

According to the brochure announc-
Ing the second forum, 27 milllon Amer-
icans over 17 can't read and write well
enough to qualify for jobs and most of
the 860,000 people in prisons seross En
country are literate,

Ruetenik said local teachers’ aﬁ_.E
catlons are evident' 1a the Michigan
Educational Assezsment Program tests

' Pleasa tum to Page §




Continued from Page 1
scafés on reading, which are in the middle 80s lo
uppbr 90s in Oakland County.

Barbara Cueter of Birmingham was moderator for

Lhe-second forum, The purpose of the forum is 1o “let
parents know there are things in our schools that
nedd’ to be discussed.” The group cannot he _ma_an
:m—; Wwing or extremists, she contends.
* “WE HAVE all had some bad experience in educa-
9_5« Cueter said. “If there is any single motivating
factor. it would be, hey, what's going- on in our
mnrad_ml

Valerie Straith, president of the ES_E.EE Re-
publican Women’s Club which sponsored the first [o-

.rum, s5aid she is not heavily involved in the educa-
riional awareness forum group. Nevertheless, Straith
~was scheduled to introduee E:Emama before his
,speech Saturday.

Cpetcr and Straith both um_n merabers of the fo-

rumedo not necessarily agree or disagree with every-
;c:-_m the speakers say,
+ SWhether it takes an alarmist to say it, there needs
‘to’pe a stimulus because there really is a problem,”
Straith said.

._40_._ always hear the school's side, E__ you don‘t

4
2 A

Teachers accuse critics of ‘big lie’

hear what an expert who disagrees has to say. I've
never heard these facts hecause they're ncssu_nwan_
esperially in this area.”

The basic {acts, according to Cueter, are that the
metbods used by teachers just do not work.

CUETER HAS a personal experience that has led
to her vigilance over education, Her son, Robert, is
supposed to graduate this year. However, tests have
determined he is reading between the sixth and
eighth grade level and doing math at the fourth
grade level.

Robert has been in the Learning Resource Center
program in Birmingham Public Schoels since 1978
when he entered the program as a sixth grader.
Cueter blames the schoois for not teaching him to
read,

“I believe they are out of compliance with state
law,” she said. Her son was not given a specifically
designed program of learning to deal with his
strengths and weaknesses, she said.

Superintendent Roger Garveliok, who refused to
comment on the forum or the views some speakers

espouse, said the special program for students with
learning problems has never been found not in com-
pliance.

“We leel we are very much in compliance,” Gar-
velink said, “There is a very well-defined process of
appeal (Cueter) can pursue if she disagrees,”

CUETER BLAMED introduction of the “look-say”
method of teaching reading for problems encoun-
tered by her son and others who bad problems learn-
Ing 1o read. This method involves memorizing and
recognizing the look of a word rather than phoneti-
cally verbalizing it. It was typilied by the “Dick and
Jane” readers used at the time.

Ruetenik said the fact that problems encountered
by some students with this method led to its decline
by the 1940s puts 2 “basic kernel of truth” in what
those who attack education are saying.

“In the 19303 they did try the 5333_ EmE_& and
my _gess is It lasted 10 years,” Ruetenik said.
“Teachers don’t use one method today and definitely
phonics is taught. Some (look-say teaching) is done
pow with color words and numbers.”
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Author Blumenfeld Advocates Abandonment Of Public Schools

By J. TODD FOSTER
News-Free Press Staff Writer

Public schools should be totally
abandoned because of a lack of spir-

itual content and lack of emphasis on -

basic academic skills in their curric-
ulum, a renowned author said while
in Chattanooga today.

Scheduled to speak here tonight
under sponsorship of the Larry
McDonald Crusade To Stop Financ-
ing Communism, Samuel L. Blumen-

feld of Boston, Mass., said in a morn-
ing interview that public schools pose
risks in three areas to their students:

® Academically — One-third of all
public school students graduate as
functional illiterates.

@ Spiritual — Students’ religious
faith is undermined by humanism
taught in public schools.

® Moral — Public school students
come into more contact with drug
users (“Public schools are a breeding

ground for drug traffic”), sexually.

precocious youth and the “wrong ele-
ment.”

Mr. Blumenfeld said Christian pri-
vate schools and home schools are
burgeoning because of a “humanistic
approach to education and down-
grading of basic academic skills” in
public schools.

He defended home schooling but
called state-imposed educational re-
quirernents for parent teachers “ri-
diculous.”

“There are some teachers in public
schools with all the credentials in the
world who still can’t teach. Home
schooling falls outside the parame-
ters of state control and should not be
under any control,” he said, calling
teachers of home schools the “most
conscientious teachers anywhere in
the US.”

During his speech tonight at Jay-
cees Tower I at 8 p.m., Mr. Blumen-
feld also will discuss his latest book,
N.EA.: Trojan Horse In Ameri-
can Education, the “first critical
study” of the National Education As-
sociation in which he ridicules it for
advocating teacher involvement in

- polities, causing teachers “to become

partisans in a very volatile arena
and, as a result, lose the respect that
once characterized the teaching pro-
fession.”

Mr. Blumenfeld, the author of six
books on education, said the NEA has
allied itself with the radical left on
such issues as nuclear freeze and
Marxist revolution in Central Ameri-
ca and has authored a manual that
chastises the “New Right.” The NEA
manual, “Combatting The New

Right,” he said, includes an “enemies
list” of conservative religious and
economic organizations.

Citing the claim by NEA Execu—
tive Secretary Sam Lambert that the
NEA would become a “political pow-
er second to no other special interest
group,” Mr. Blumenfeld accuses the
national organization of being “a pri-
vate union that wants the power of
government to crush its private com-
petition. It wants to own American
education as its exclusive fief ... Its
goals are political and social, not ac-
ademic,” he said.

Born and educated in New York
City, Mr. Blumenfeld graduated from
the City College of New York in 1959,
studied in France for two years and
later worked for 10 years as an editor
in the New York book publishing in-
dustry.

He began writing full time in 1970,
and his works include How To Start
Your Qwn Private School — And
Why You Need One (1972);, The
New Iliterates (1973); Is Public Ed-
ucation Necessary? (1981), called a
“brilliant revisionist history” by For-

SAMUEL BLUMENFELD

tune magazine; Alpha-Phonics: A
Primer For Beginning Readers
(1983), and lus latest book, on the
NEA.

A nationally known speaker, Mr.
Blumenfeld has taught in both public
and private schools, including a pri-
vate school for children with learning
and behavioral problems, and has
participated in several educational
conferences.

Admission to his speech tonight is
free and open ‘o the public.
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Author says education

is ‘dumbing down’

the U.S. for socialism

By Mark Kennedy

Times staff writer

Dick and Jane readers are part of a
plot to “dumb down” the Uaited States
and make it ripe for socialism, a vis-
iting writer said Thursday.

Partly because of the National Educa-
tion Association, public schoels are
turning out a million illiterates a year,
insists Samuel Blumenfeld, author and
social critic.

“My solution is to get kids out of the
public schools,” Blumenfeld said in an
interview Thursday. “I feel our experi-
ment with public edcuaticn is over.”

Blumenfeld’s new book, N.E.A.: Tro-
jan Horse in American Education, said
the 1.7 million member union wants
struggling readers to justify expensive
government catch-up programs.

Moreover, the author said the NEA
has attempted to set up an educational
“dictatorship,” controlling every facet
of public schooling in the nation. Quality
instruction is low on the NEA agenda,
he said.

Blumenfeld has written five books on
education, and his work has appeared in
such publications as, Esquire, American
Opinion, Reason, and Inquiry.

Blumenfeid said, “The mess, the utter
deterioration of schools we see today,
has been deliberately caused.”

Meanwhile, NEA officials in Washing-
ton say Blumenfeld’s charges are un-
true, but he remains an annoyance to
the giant union.

Said an NEA spokesman, “He attracts
crowds in the same way a car wreck
draws crowds.”

“People who have taken the trouble to
study NEA won’t be fooled,” said Do-
rothy Massey, an NEA staff member in
Washington, D.C.. “But to those who
don’t know anything about the NEA he
can be persuasive, and therefore da-
maging to us.”

The NEA has championed “far left”
political causes like “gun control, abor-
tion, and sex education,” Blumenfeld
said, tarnishing the image of teachers as
neutral public servants.

“Teachers are becoming public mas-
ters instead of public servants,” Blu-
menfeld said, noting teachers now out-
number lawyers in several state legisla-

tures. “A lot of people sense this and

don’t like it.”

He said public schools are controlled
by “humanists” and “behavioral psy-
chologists” who have watered down
courses to keep students unenlightened
and pave the way for a socialism.

The philosophies are so strong, he
said, that public school reform is impos-
sible. Blumenfeld said he would like to
see government get out of the education
business and turn it over to church and
private schools.

“The NEA has taken a very aggres-
sive stand against the conservative
movement in this country,” he said.

Samuel Blumenfeld

“They have aligned themselves with the
radical left.”
However, in response to questions,

‘Blumenfeld acknowledged that an es-

timated 50 percent of the NEA member-
ship voted for Republican Ronald Rea-
gan in 1984. The NEA leadership en-
dorsed Democrat Walter Mondale.

Meanwhile, NEA officials defended
their right to take political stands on is-
sues with no direct connection to educa-
tion.

“The public schools don’t exist in a va-
cuum. Life outside school affects how
children learn,” Ms. Massey said.

She said the charge that public school
leaders are trying to “dumb down” stu-
dents is wrong. “That kind of irrational
statement defies rational response,” she
said. |
To prove his claims that public educa-
tion is on the decline, Blumenfeld said
urban black illiteracy has jumped from
9.2 percent in 1930 to 50 percent today.
And an estimated 72 million Americans
have trouble reading the cooking in-
structions on a TV dinner, he said.

“Public education has had it,” he said.
“It's an experiment that didn't work.
‘Maybe we should dismantle it.

“American education has reached a
crossroads. The American people have
got to decide if they are going toward
moncpoly education or freedom of edu-
cation.”
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Educator, Author To Talk on NEA

“Due to the programs and policies
of the National Education Associa-
tion, at least 1! million students
emerge from our high schools each
year as functional illiterates,’’ says
Samuel L. Blumenfeld, distinguished

Samuel L. Blumenfeld

author and educator.

Blumenfeld will be in Parkersburg
Saturday, 7:30 p.m., at the Holiday
Inn to discuss his latest book ""NEA:
Trojan Horse in American Educa-
tion.”” The event, which is open to the
public, is being sponsored by the
local John Birch Society.

The author of six books on educa-
tion, Blumenfeld has earned a repu-
tation for accurate reporting, objec-
tive scholarship, and refreshing
candor in a subject area often
befogged by professionalese.

Citing the boast by its Execulive
Secretary Sam Lambert that the
NEA would become a ‘‘political
power second to no other special
interest group,” Blumenfeld accuses
the nationwide group of being ‘“‘a
private union that wants the power of
government to crush its private com-
petition. it wants to own American
education as its exclusive fief,"" he
says of the NEA. ‘'Its goals are
political and social, not academic."’

Born and educated in New York
City, Blumenfeld graduated from the
City College of New York in 1950,
studied in France for two years and
worked as an editor in the New York

book publishing industry for 10 years.
In 1970, he began a full time writing
career.

His book, *ls Public Education
Necessary?” has been described by
one critic as one of the most impor-
%ant books about education ever writ-
en.

Blumenfeld’'s writings have
appeared in ‘Esquire,”” ‘‘Reason,’
‘‘Inquiry,’”’ ‘*American Opinion,"
‘‘Education Digest,’’ ‘*Vital
Speeches,” **Child & Family,” *‘Con-
servative Digest,”” ‘‘Boston Maga-
zine,” *‘'The Reading Informer," and
other publications. He has taught in
both public and private schools,
including a private school for chil-
dren with learning and behaviorail
problems.

Blumenfeld has participated in
educational conferences sponsored
by the Heritage Foundation, the Insti-
tute for Humane Studies, the Center
for Independent Education, the Read-
ing Reform Foundation, the Thomas
Alva Edison Foundation, the Ameri-
can Legislative Exchange Council
and the Liberty Fund. He has been a
frequent guest on radio and television
talk shows.






1985

City) June 29,

The Press {Atlantic

.. Toodssad
_EcE B JWI0J9Q 9ABRY S|00Yds
aoqgnd JnQ uejes 3 paumo

ale*Aes 0) prelje w,J m:x:_um a1
-qnd s eolIowy,, ‘pIes ay ,, ‘UIPPIG
-I0} .»:u_.sm ale suwAy snoidiaJ
Ing [ooyos allqnd 3yl ul JIsnul-

“*$8pI2INg UBD} PUD aou..oE__ 10§ ${00Y3% $IWDJq PjRjuaWIn|g
HDIJE.0 18418M AQ oroyd jeyg

jsueyes I-OV 4epd ued nox,,
‘swargold Jay30 09 31 payur|

pue s[ooyos Olignd ur Uordfal

JO YO®[ ay) PIzZINLID Os[e Y

"Buidp pue yyeap

mm:um_v pue SJwoy [elaunj o)
S}ISIA JA[OAU] ‘SIPIDINS UMmO 113y}

ur asn ppnos 43y} poy)ul JeyM Se
yons suoljsanb Jamsue 0} Sjuapnls
YSE SIUII)ALLOS SISINOD UOIJedNpa
-yjea ‘Jeak 1se] 00Q'9 payowal
yolys ‘saproins dFeus’) uwl
9sl1 B 0) — VAN aY) 4q padeinod
-Ud pue splgT ayj ur paonporut
SEM PIES 3y YIIUmM — UOIJEINDD
Yjeap,, U0 WIN[NILLIND paxyul] 9K

o Sojelayl [e
-uorjounj mo Furuan) uy Iziferoads
MOU S[OOYIS IN(),,
10D JSI[EIO0S 0) IAIDNPUOD JOU
SI OIym JDUIB([[3UI dNSI[enpia
-lpul s3onpoid Adesyn| Y3iH,

"VAN o) Burdeys ur renuangju|
OS[E Jas OyMm EIDYUJY) [BUCIIEIN
-pa ,aA1s531801d,, ay) £q paddesos
SeM )| aloJeq Fuipeal Suiyoed) Jo
POIIUL AIJI]J2 JOUL 18] B SEM
soluoyd pres ag 'sjooyods S uoljed
ay) ur £aeaNI[ 29150] 0) s3dwaye
9)RIAQIOp 2I3M SHOOQ)Xd)  UMOD
Suiquinp,, pue 3uipeaa Sumoea) Jo
poyjaur | Aes-j00[,, 34} pres IY

‘pres
3y . 'UAIP[IYD> Ino Jo SPUTW 3y} 0}
[njuutey Bupqjauros - Suiop A[[eaa
ale Yolym S[ooyds Jno ur Jurylom
§9010] JIQ)SWUIS Ade JIYL,,
" UIS[uR)ES pue A0eIII[| ‘apIoms
usd) 0} SupnqLuod s1 y3noy)
[BUOIIBONPO U0 JDudn[jul s,uo]
-Un ay) pauNe[d p[ajuswmig ‘son
-Ijod wo aduanpjul S.YHN Y3 uey}
jueypodun aiow !sdeyrad “ng
‘uopjeOn
Na y3noay; paysiidwiodde aq [[14
JJUN0D S1Y) ur uorInjoaal Aq ysid
-UI02DR j0U pINed Y} jeym pue
«UISI[B120S 0jul SN pea| 0} BuIAL),,
§1 uonjeziuedio aYyj) pres aH
.~ uopjeziuedo [euorjed
-npa ue jou sI J] "ucijeziuedio [ed
-1y1iod € s1 91 "02 03 BILISULY JUEM

pres 3y 03} .

Aay) uonpalIp AY) Ul eduswy
peay 0) uoissajoid Bugoedy ay)
dusn s1 91, ‘poyse ay . ;opmyye
pasetq e yons Aupyey Bulep uon)
-EZJURAIO SI9YDRd) B SI JRUM,,
P2
-pnpul 41908 yodig 2y} ‘sdnosd
SAIJBAJASUOD YA [edD 0) sAem
SOSSMOSIP  YoIgM  WYSTY MmeN
ayy Auyequio),, PpaI[ed jusum
-20p YEN Ue passnosip os[e |
1331 3Y) 03 ‘38.IN0D Jo ‘st 3] ;81
uoloaIp 1By} Juiyl nod ov Lem
NYM,, ples plajuaurniqg . ‘juswa

. -UI3A08 JO uolPRIIP Y} dueyo

0} j0u ‘Jofunod ay) 03 uonelausd
Joplo ay) Jo sanjea pue a3pajsouy
ay) JaJsueI) 0) S} UONEBINDD
jo asodand ayj} Jey) awNsse Ipm,,
 JuBILIAACE
JO UOT)ORIIp Ay} adueyd,, 0y pauyw
~Iojap alem A3l ples oym S1d
-pea] VAN Jo sagaaads a1y wiodg
pajonb 3y uonedaps ur sanjea
JSIUBUNY JB[NO3S pue JNsPRe
‘elaq Bunjowosd pue sanfea snol
-3i[al’ ‘aAnjeAlasuod Wol] Leae
Anunod ayy Juracw A[ajelaqyep
S ioJun SI9YJEd) ay) ples ay
'3P[OINS U puR AdeIAIN
y)ia swajqold 0) wojun §,JaYOEd)

“9d1e] aY) Jo 8110150 aY) payul[ osfe

« UOTIRINPY UROIDUIY Uf agI0H

uefol] 'yAN, Y00q JU333J 3} jo -

Joyjne ‘p[ojuauinig ] [onUIeg
*Aepll g 213y 4191208
yaarg uyor oy jo siydeyd [eso]
3} alojoq Joyeads e 0) Bupiod
-Je ‘WIS[[e10S 0} S[0OYDS §.UOIRU
o 3uipea] s1 pue Anunod s
uf saaJoj [eanyijod [npzamod jsow

"3} JO JUO ST UOIIBTIOSSY LOTIEIR

-PH [euolieN agL — INDOT0D
INHM 1S ssaud
. UWIHINND JU34OY 49 .

WISI[EI00G 910W0]
m_oomom SABQ uou?omm

uonuf) m.hw\-mue@rm m@guﬁm‘




e

ViS¢

Established 1880/©1985 Enterprise Publishing Co.

nter

Serving Plymouth, Norfolk and Bristol

counties

BROCKTON, MASSACHUSETTS 35¢ / $1.90 home delivered 7 days

60 pages

Wednesday, Juy 31, 1985

Author charges
public schools

‘owned by Satan’

’
By Amy Blotcher Guerrero

ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

NORTH EASTON — Public
education, led and supported by
the National Education Associa-
tion, is doomed and public schools
have become ‘‘temples of atheism,
ignorance and vice,” author Sam-
uel L. Blumenfeld said Tuesday
night at a meeting of the John
Birch Society held at Oakes Ames
Memorial Hall.

Using seemingly unrelated
events as evidence — the suicides
of 6,000 teenagers in the U.S. in
1984, a Satanic cult murder in an
affluent New York suburb, the in-
troduction of *“‘death education”
curricula Into many school
systems and the nation’s high illit-
eracy rate — Blumenfeld con-
tended that ‘“‘American public
schools are owned by Satan.”

He urged parents to remove
their children from public schools
and teach them at home or enroll
them in church-affiliated schools.
“Public schools are undermining
their religious faith,” he said.
“After 12 years you don’t know if
the child will come out an atheist,
a nihilist, a punk rocker or an ag-
nostic.”

The 30 people in the audience
were members of the John Birch
Society, affiliated with the North
Attleboro chapter, and a few
teachers with opposing viewpoints
on the N.E.A.

Before Blumenfeld began his re-
marks, the flag was saluted and
the Rev. Earl Sinkinger of the
Church of Christ in North Attle-
boro, who has been a member of
the John Birch Society for 10
years, led the group in a prayer.

Blumenfeld, 59, is the author of
seven books critical of public
education, including his latest,
published last year, “NEA: Trojan
Horse in American Education.” He
resides in Dorchester.

“Americans don’t realize the ex-
tent of the decline In American
education,” Blumenfeld said, ‘‘or
how little Americans learn in
school. It’s an absolute crime be-
cause we pay so much for educa-
tion and we’re being shortchanged
bv the educational establishment
that 1is deliberately ‘dumbing-
down’ the American society so it
will be ripe for a socialist take-
over.”

Blumenfeld’s chief contention is
that the NEA, shaped by leading
secular humanists in the 1920s
and 1930s, has become a political
organization, staking out liberal
policy positions on a wide-range of
issues and having a strong lobby-
ing effort paid for by the annual
dues of almost two million teach-
ers. 54
“For all intents and purposes,
it’s our third political party,” he
said.

The absence of religion in
school and the teaching of evolu-
tion, Blumenfeld said, teach stu-
dents “‘that they’'re animals and
that there’s no meaning to life ex-

SAM D
. . . addresses Easton meeting

cept through self-actualization,
whatever that is, and that we’re on
the brink of nuclear holocaust.”
Touching upon “death educa-
tion,” he said, ‘‘Public schools are
forbidden to teach about the living
God but they teach about the
humanistic belief in death. Who
gave the NEA this mandate to

-teach death education?”’

In 1958 there were three child
suicides, he said, adding that last
year there were 6,000. "“Death
education is not preventing sui-
cide, it’s making it more accept-
able,” he said.

Blumenfeld said Satanic cults in
which animals and people are sac-
rificed have begun to occur in the
U.S. After referring to a particu-
larly gruesome murder by a cult of
young people reported in the New
York Times last year, Blumenfeld
said, ""These acts were committed
by young Americans who have
gone through our educational
system.”

In addition, Blumenfeld has
charged that the nation’s growing
illiteracy rate was planned by
leaders of the NEA to speed the
nation’s '‘fall” to socialism, the
goal of which is "the death of man-
kind.”

“There’s a gigantic struggle
going on between Satan and God,”
Blumenfeld  concluded. “The
enemy is very close to victory. We
will win in the end because God
triumphs in the end, we know
that.”

Tony Cabral, a biology teacher
at Brockton High School and a
member of the NEA as well as the
Massachusetts Teachers Associa-
tion, challenged many of Blumen-
feld’s statements. He, in turn, was

asked to defend his belief in evolu-

tion by a number of those present.

“I'm a scientist and an evolu-
tionist,” Cabral said, “and I don’t
know a secular humanist. I resent
being labeled an instrument of il-
literacy.”
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~ Author: NEA’s goal
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Tuesday, October 15, 1985—3"

s polltlcal power..

By CONNIE OEHRING-
- .. Staff Writer;

The Natlonal Educaﬂon Assocm
tion'is more concerned with power,

' - money, and taking control of the

‘¢

government than with educating

children, according to Sam.
. Blumenfeld author of “NEA: Tro-
_jan Horse in Amencan Educa—

tion.”
‘Blumenfeld is vxsltmg Fa.lrbanks
thls week to conduct a seminar as

* the guest of Eagle Forum, a con:

servative, ‘‘pro-family” organiza-
tion. " -

* Blumenfeld said his goal i is to ““in--

form the American people as to
what has been happening to their

educational system, and to show .
the relationship between the NEA
and the disintegration of the Amer-

ican educational system."

The NEA is not an educational
but a political organization, he
said. “They have spent a lot of time

politicizing teachers. The teachers:

are on a power drive—their goals
are not the same goals as those of

the American people.”.. .. -

Blumenfeld believes that func-
tional illiteracy and other

academic problems today are -

being deliberately created by the
educator. Ever since progressive

educational methods became wide- ..
ly accepted, children have been

. learning to read by psycholinguis-
. tic methods, he said. He feels that

teaching intensive phonics is the
only correct method for, teaching
reading.

He is skeptlcal about recent Te-

ports of improved SAT scores
nationwide. He suspects that
scores were higher only because
the tests were made easier, he said.

“It would be very easy to solve
thereading problem,” he said. “We
just have to mandate the teaching

of intensive phonics in the first .
grade. But not a single legislature -
in the union has done that. Why?
Because the educational establish-
ment is against it. Why are they

agamstat"Becausethe.lraimlsl:o

F‘ulrbqnt,; Qm\yNe.ws Miner

. get usall into 3 worldwide socialist !

.government.”. .. .

; Blumenfeld sard hxs evidence of -

NEAgoals:sdrawnfmmtheun—

- lon’s own literature. He claims the

union not only supports progressive
teaching methods, but attacks tra-

ditional ones. The NEA cgives

the “New Right’’ as its main
enemy, he added, and is bent on

)

destroying it. He described the New ;

~Right as people who believe in
- Judeo-Christian values and a con-
_stitutional form of government, -

and those that support Christian

‘morality, free enterprise, pro-life, -
.and similar issues.- -

Blumenfeld believes the NEA

‘has no right to take strong partisan .
‘positions such as its opposition to

‘the New.Right. He also believes
.that public employeﬁ shouldnotbe -
.-able to form unions.

“Working for the government .

should be a privilege,” he said.

““They should be grateful tothe tax-

payer and the government for giv-

. ing them this job., But their desire

now is to control the taxpayerand )

the government.”.

Andt.heeffectofumonmng:sto |

create hostility between the
teacher and the public, he said, be-

cause theteachers develop loyalty -

government.

‘toward their union rather than the .

Blumenfeld is a former teacher

in both public and private schools,

Monday and will repeat it tonight at

* but has been.a full-time wnter "
. §ince1970. He and John Lefton, Jr.,
conducted their first seminar. here '

7 p.m. in the Alaskaland Civic Cen- -

ter. They will cover the topics:

-“Who Qwns Your Child?%#!The
" Disaster in American Educgtlm,; .
v.and ¢

“Where Did We Go Wro
“National and Foreign farrs—
Spothght on South Africa,” - . -

- Loften is a .columnist:for :the

S G e e

‘Washmgton Times and former edi- -:

tor of several conservatlve pubhca-" -‘

‘tions o




Local N EA pre81dent

The Natlonal Educatlon Assocm-
tion’s primary interest is in provid-
ing the best possible education for
students in American schools, said
the president of the Fairbanks
NEA, who said accusations that the

NEA wants to control the govern-

ment are “ridiculous.”

Mary Lou Brent said the NEA
does become involved politically to
the extent of supporting candidates
who support education. “But do we
want to take gver the government’
No,” shie said, laughing. :

Brent was mpondmgto remarks k

made by writer Sam Blumenfeld

whio is currently in Fairbanks con-.
ducting a seminar oneducationasa -
- guest of Eagle Forum. Blumenfeld

is the author of a book -entitled:

“NEA: Trojan Horse in American
. of soc:ahstlc tendencms, she said,
“We've always taught our stu.

Education.”
dents that:it’s a good thing to get

involved in the democratic pro- -
cess,” Brent said. “I wouldn’t see .

pohhcal involvement as a negative

t.hmg at all, but it’s certainly not a

. priority..(for. the NEA).I}

Blumenfeld had said the NEA was
more concerned with pohtical pow-

- er than education.

Blumenfeld: also said the NEA
Pmmotea progresswe educational

rnd1culous "

r_ld,Lcules acci:sations

methods iwh:le attackmg tradldon-
al ones, Brent said the organization
does not promote one method over

_another, but. believes that each -
teacher should use the method that .

works best for. the individual stu-
dent

“There are many Ways to teach

kids,” she said. “The best wayisan .
eclectic approach. A good teacher '-
: mcorporates many dlfferent

methods.”

“As for, the idea that functlonal 1111-
teracy is deliberately created by

. thé educator so the NEA can work - -
to bring about a worldwide socialist

government, Brent sajd “That’s

2/

The NEA has often been accused

but in her opinion it is a democracy.

~*“I'm an elected official, and all of
our officials statewide and natlon-

wide are also elected,” she ‘said.

_*The decisions that are made with-
“in the NEA annually are made ata

: "of B
. - :.“ | .
I

national convention, »where—thererv; '

are 7,000 teachers who are all

_elected _representatives. Teachers

making decisions for teachers-as

far as;I know; that’s the largest

‘democratic body in the world »

r
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By TRACY WENZEL
Jaily News Staff Writer

Halloween decorations dlsplayed in pubhc school

:lassrooms indicate that Satan has more influence on
the nation’s school children than God does, an educa-
tion eritic said Thursday. .

“Every public school in America has become
Satan’s holy ground,” said Sam Blumenfeld, author of
a book that accuses teachers unions of being the
“principle cause of the decline of American
education.”

Blumenfeld spoke to a group of John Birch Society
members in Fort Walton Beach. He directed his at-
tack primarily at the National Education Association,
an organization that includes as members the 875 area
teachers who belong to the Okaloosa County Educa-
tion Association.

According to Blumenfeld, ‘““American education is
sick” and “suffers from an illness deliberately
planted by an ‘Education Mafia’ that took control of
the nation’s public school system and infected it with
collectivism, socialism, behaviorism, atheism,
secular humanism, progressivism and radicalism.”

That ‘“Education Mafia,” Blumenfeld said, is the
NEA.

The U.S. Department of Education ‘‘does not take
its orders from fundamental Christians,” he said,
because unions such as the NEA “exert maximum

pressure on candldates and legislators.”

. “American public schools are owned by Satan, “he-
sa1d “‘He wants the souls of our youth. Is this whatr

we’re paying our taxes for?”

Blumenfeld cautioned the 50-member audience that
Halloween decorations in schools should not be
treated lightly.

“Go into a public school,” he said. “All you see all
over the place are pictures of smiling witches. Wit-
cheraft is not a joke. It’s practiced in the United

States, and condoning it just plants ideas in the minds 4

of our young school children.”

Blumenfeld said today’s youth is “fascinated by
death and paganism,” evidenced by what he called an
increased interest in astrology, mtchcraft and
cannibalism.

“The eradication of Christianity m ‘our schools is
virtually complete,” he said. -

Rick Willis, executive director of the OCEA, who
calls himself a “proud card-carrying American NEA
member,” said Blumenfeld was spreading “out-and-
out lies” about the teachers union.

“The man does not know what he’s talking about,”
Willis said in a teléphone interview after the speech.

“He has the kind of ideas that give American con-
servatives a bad name,’’ Willis said. “‘I’'m not even go-

(See Schools — page 2B)
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ing to dignify his accusations about
satanism with a response.”

Blumenfeld said the NEA was
responsible for the ‘24 million
functional illiterates in the U.S.
\ today.”

According to him, the NEA's
goal is to create a ‘‘socialized
society in America” by “‘dumbing
down the masses.”

He blamed the high illiteracy
rate on what he calls the ‘“look-
say” reading process, which he
said was fathered by NEA
organizers,

““‘Ours is an alphabetical writing
system,” he said. “The only way to
learn to read properly is to learn
what the letters are and how they
sound. Instead they’re teaching
children to read as if they were
dogs and basing it all on the Pavlov
technique of conditional refiexes.
All our youngsters are taught to do
know is memorize a certain set of
words.”

Cheryl Willis, who teaches fifth
grade at Valparaiso Elementary,

said Blumenfeld is “about 25 years
behind the times.”

“We teach our students a com-
bination of sight reading and
phonetics,” she said. “It makes
sense to memorize some of the
basic words that cannot be sounded
out phonetically, such as ‘the,’ ‘he,’
‘she,’ ‘them.” But phonetics are
taught on every level, beginning in
kindergarten.”

Okaloosa County students ‘“learn
every letter of the alphabet and the
sounds they make,” she said. “I've
been teaching for the past 10 years
and we have always taught
phonetics. The man couldn’t
possibly have been in the
classroom in the past 10 years.”

Blumenfeld has written six books
on education, his latest entitled
‘‘NEA — Trojan Horse in
American Education.” He has
taught in both public and private
schools, including a private school
for children with learning and
behavorial problems, his resume
says.

SAM BLUMENFELD
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THE NEWS AND COURIER

November 26, 1985

'Local NEA Spokesman
Rebuts Iiilteracy Charge

By KERR! MORGAN
Post-Courter Reporter

The author of a book about the Na-
tional Education Association Monday
accused the organization of purposely
helping to graduate illiterate students
— a charge labeled “absurd” by a lo-
cal NEA spokesman.

Samuel! L. Blumenfeld, a self-
described conservative, said he wrote
“The NEA:Trojan Horse in American
Education,” because he believes the
group of 1.7 million members is re-
sponsible for the declining U.S. liter-
acy rate.

Martha Kanapauz, president of the
Charleston County branch of the Na-
tional Education Association, re-
sponded that Blumenfeld “relies
heavily on emotionalism and does not
repond to logic. He is a member of a
group whose main goal is to destroy
public education.”

“The NEA wants to create a Social-
ist world government,” said Blumen-
feld. who was here to address the
Charleston chapters of the John Birch
Society.

In their efforts to kill individualis-
tic intelligence, (former NEA leader
John) Dewey and his followers
“proceeded to strip education of
mind, soul and literacy,” Blumenfeld
said.

Blumenfeld said he believes most
teachers who belong to the NEA do as
they are told and are not aware of its
“secret agenda,” which he said in-
cludes values clarification and
courses such assex education. He said

| schools should teach only basic aca-
| demic principles and good moral val-
| ues through religion.

“(Reform) won’t work for one very
significant reason. The academic sub-
stance of public education today is
controlled lock, stock and barrel by
bekavioral psychologists ... The
American classroom has heen
transformed into a psych lab and the
function of a psych lab is not aca-
demic excellence.

“Children in public school are being
barmed in four ways: Academically
through methods producing failure,
spiritually because schools under-
mine the Christian faith, morally be-
cause children are in contact with
drug users and sexually active people,
and physically through assaults.”

“I did not attend (Blumenfeld's)
speech because it is pointless to go to
a place where the audience Is sympa-
thetlc,” said Mrs. Kanapaux. “They
make accusations that the NEA con-
trols teachers, but it's not true. All
NEA policies and positions are grass-
roots decisions approved at conven-
tions by teachers.”

“All of our policies and posilions
are published,” she said. “We are in-
volved politically to get the resources
and funding to create an educational
environment in which all children, of
any ability and with any learning
prohlem, can learn.

“We are hest interested in equity
and quality to meet the needs of stu-
dents and we address the needs of
teachers because they are responsible
for meeting our goals for students.”

She said Blumenfeld’s charge that
the NEA promotes illiteracy as part
of a secret agenda designed to create
a Socialist world government is “ab-
surd.”

Charleston,

S.C.






Due to the programs and policies of the
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

at least ONE MILLION students emerge from
high school each year as functional illiterates.

You are urged to hear

SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD
Distinguished Author and Educator

discuss his latest book:

NAEAA A

TROJAN HORSE
IN AMERICAN
EDUCATION

Mr. Blumenfeld warns:
A child in an American public school is little more than a guinea pig in a psych lab, manipulated by a
trained "change-agent.”” All of this is being done with billions of federal dollars in the greatest scam in human
history. If Americans put up with this much longer, they will deserve the ruin they are paying for.

Born and educated in New York City, Sam Blumenfeld graduated from The City College of New
York in 1950, studied in France for two years, then worked for ten years as an editor in the New York
book publishing industry. In 1970 he began writing full-time and quickly earned a reputation for accurate
reporting, objective scholarship, and refreshing candor in a subject area often befogged by profession-
alese. Of the six books on education he has authored, this latest is heralded as his finest.

Sam’s writings have appeared in such diverse publications as Esquire, Reason, Inquiry, American
Opinion, Education Digest, Vital Speeches, Child & Family, Conservative Digest, Boston Magazine, The Reading
Informer, and others. He has taught in both public and private schools, including a private school for
children with learning and behavorial problems.

Monday, December 9, 1985 Holiday Inn - Midtown
Savannah, .GA (a4 Abercorn at Eisenhower

For Tickets and Information Call: 897-4902 or 354-4626
Admission: $5.00, $4.00 Advance, $2.00 Teachers
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delivered his message in several other
Please sec BIRCH,

TV Listings ...
Back page, this section

AP
Blumenfeld contends that educatior

Entertainment. A10 Sport§ Ce

Notices ......

“NEA — Trojan Horse in American

Education.” Blumenfeld. who already has
states, made the initial appearance of a

27-city California tour Mondav at the

Pasadena Convention Center.

ed & reading curriculum in the 1830s to

“dumb down" the American peopie

and

western headquarters in San

Marino. “Eventuallv we would just Like to
see it whither away and die. ™
Carrving the societyv's message on 8

The society’s opposition to public edu-
statewide speaking tour is public educa-

cation is based on its belief that govern-
does not call for “government-support- reformers. such as John Dewey. institut-

Jasper said. He said the U.S. Constitutiop
ed” schoois.

tion critic Samuel Blumenfeld. author of

“1s Public Educatior Necessarv?"”

Birchers
* ment should have no role in education,

The John Birch Society is launching a

major effort in California to encourage
‘““We want to aee a continunation of the

downward trend in attendance at public

The campaign begén in Pasadena
schools.” said William Jasper, education

Monday night.

Move to abandon public schools begins

By STEVEN MARK

Staff Writer
editor for the society's publication. Amer-

parents to abandor public education. a*
ican Opinion. in an interview from the

top official with the organization said.

DENA, CALIFORNIA, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1986

LA REN_ 4 AR AV V )

A-12—_STAR-NEWS, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1988

Birch: Society begins
campaign to abandon
public school system

Continued from Page A-1

“They were going lo change
(the United States) into an athe-
ist, colleclivist, socialist soci-
ely,”” he said Monday. ““They
wanted to use schools as a way
to bring sacialisin to America.”

Blumenfeld's speeches are
being publicized through eye-
calching mass mailings, flyers
and posters that ask “'Are Public
Schools Harming Your Chil-
dren?”” Radio ads also are being
used, according to a solicitation
that urges private schools to buy
ads in programs that are handed
out at Blimenfeld's speeches.

About 150 people attended
his Pasadena speech. A Birch
spokesman sald the society had
exhausted funds avallable to
publicize the event,

Frances Vines, principal of
the Nazarene Christian School
of Altadena, which placed an ad
in the Pasadena program, said
Tuesday that the school had
recelved no application re-
quesls.

She said she did not realize
that the John Birch Sociely was
promaoting the lecture.

“1 would have had second
thoughts (about placing the ad)
if I had known,” she said.

Promuotional materlal for the
event said the sponsor was Par-
ents and Neighbors for Befter
Fducation in South Pasadena.

Those who attended Blumen-
feld's presentalion Mondna
nigh! heard a speech laced Wil{l
barbs at public schools for
{eaehing evolution and blaming
public education for llliteracy, a
decline in academic achieve-
ment and the high incidence of
teen-age pregnaney and youth
rrime.

Blumenfeld’'s criticlsm of
public schools' reading curricu-
lum stems from a longstanding
dehate hetween proponenis of
the “look-say” and the “‘pho-
nies'’ method of reading Instruc-
tton.

The “look-say’ method, as
Blumenfeld described it, con-
sists of leaching sludents to

identify a word as a plcture.
Blumenfeld noted that many
concepts cannot be described
with a picture and that the prac-
tice separates the sound of the
word from its meaning.

The phonics method, Blumen-
feld said, uses the alphabet as
the basis for sounding out words
and enahles & person to teach
himself to read, once he has
learned the alphabet.

Several listeners agreed with
Blumenfeld's assertion that the
phonics method was a legimate
way to teach reading, but doubt-
ed that the look-say method was
intended as a means of Installing
socialism in America.

“It’s a disservice to phonics to
say that if you're for phonics
than you're against commu-
nism,” sald Marilee Hyman, an
education consulliant from
Temple City.

Some parents agreed with
Blumenfeld's criticism of public
education, bui said they still
support public schools. Blumen-
feld's criticism would help them
observe public schools more
closely in an attempt to improve
{hem, they said.

“I don't think we (parents)
have let public schools know
what we wanl,'” sald Margie
Witson of Pasadena. '‘Public
schools are going to be there,
and we should try {o work with
what we have.”

But Pam Hartman, of Sher-
man Qaks, whose step-children
already atlend private schools,
said she had been taught to read
using the 'look-say" method
and she would “'get Iniimldated,
scared and start stuttering"
when asked to read.

Pasadena schools have been
using a phonles system starling
at the kindergarten level for
several decades, Pasadena Unl.
fied School Dsirict reading
dtrector Norma Sandugky-
Coombs sald in an interview
Tuesday.

“Once you have a system for
decoding words, you don't need
fo teach phonics any more,” she
said.



By LOUISE YARNALL ‘
Camarillo Dally News naff

Sam Blumenfeld knows his -
conservative views of public edu- -

cation are controversial, but he
insists “10 million, 20  million”
Americans are listening becatse
they think public education has
failed.

Blumenfeld says it’s time to

abandon ship. Public education

has had nearly 150 years to prove
itself, and it has led to moral deg-

radation, illiteracy, atheism and

viclence, he says. .

Better to teach your children
at home or send them to private
schools than to subject them to
the dangers of public education,
according to Blumenfeld.

Ventura County’s John Birch =
Society paid Blumenfeld $200'

and transportation cests to lec-
ture in Thousand Oaks on

‘Wednesday. Before his. speaking -

engagement, the author of

“N.E.A — Trojan Horse in Amer-
ican Education” and “Is Public

Education Necessary‘?" was in-

tervxewed

A JeWish man and a product of

New, York public' schools, Blu- -
. menfeld seems an unhkely cand:—' .

date to .be. a leader of 4
congervative, fundameutalmt

.Sam Blumenfeid
" Wants a change

public education.

He describes himself, though, =
. .as a Messianic Jew, a Calmmst
Jew, who has accepted Jesus.as .
the Memiah. And although he has..

no children, he says he has witr

. nessed the degeneration of Amer-

* ‘who have told hiiti how, for ex- ; '
‘ample, “look-say” Feading les-

~ sons teach children: tify
. wards by their. visual cnnfigura-

tion, ~ Blumenfeld siipports pho-

* mies; ‘which' teachies

.- the nation.is falling apart,”
says. “And theyTe. lookhg';jor

ican education first-hand, by .

traveling around the U.S. and by -
-working. as ‘a. substitute teanher,,

in the early 1970s. -

. Through s . travels, be. hasi‘f-

sons have caused school distrlcts
to categorize their children
dyslexics. Lookss:

ehildren to
read by isolating sounds for each
letter of the alphabet. = -
“People want: to _know - why
education’ is. fal.lmg apart, why..
" m

guidance. - . :
“I'm reahst:c, not raﬂu:al 1.
tell them to'stop- expecbing quali-:
ty from an’institution innapable
of glving it to you” -~
To prove that puhlic education

 has failed, Blumenfeld points to |

increasing violence, teen sui-
cides, teelt/pregusincies, adult il--
literacy and deciining
Aptitude Test scores.

e Education Necessary;” Blu-.
meitfeld concludes that s |

“!spub-'

- Chnstmn movement opposing .
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Says students not taught correctly

By MIKE BLAESSER
Sun-Star City Editor

Why can’t Johnny read?

It’s a question parents and ed-
ucators have been asking — and
looking for answers to — for
years.

But it is a question author and
lecturer Samuel Blumenfeld
can easily answer. Blumenfeld,
who spoke in Merced Wednes-
day night, says children are
simply not being taught how to
read by the correct method.

Furthermore, he says, the ed-
ucational establishment does
not want the correct method

taught.

In an interview before his
Merced County Fairgrounds
presentation, Blumenfeld, who
has taught in both public and
private schools and authored
seven books on education, said
public schools are teaching the
wrong method of reading. The
result: students who become
functional illiterates.

Public schools, said Blumen-
feld, teach reading by the ‘‘look-
say’’ method, which teaches
children how to read by recog-
nizing whole words, rather than
the sounds of the letters that
make up the words.

Blumenfeld advocates what
he calls ‘“‘alpha-phonics,’’ which
1S learning the letters of the al-
phabet and their associated
sounds.

Blumenfeld estimates 85 per-
cent of the public schools use
the look-say method, while 85
percent of the private schools
use the phonetic approach.

““The correct method is being
taught in the private school, the
malpractice method is being
taught in the public school,”
Blumenfeld said.

Schools could switch ‘‘over-
night’’ to phonetics, said Blu-
menfeld, but he believes educa-
tors don’t want to.

“Educators are deliberatly
dumbing down the American
people,”’ said Blumenfeld. The
reason, he said, is to push
America to socialism.

People with high intelligence,
he said, ‘‘can stand on their own
two feet and think for them-
selves.” That stands in the way
of socialism, Blumenfeld said.
By keeping people illiterate, so-
cialism is easier to promote.

Blumenfeld’s speaking en-
gagement in Merced was spon-
sored by Parents and Neighbors
for Better Education, an ad hoc
committee of the local John
Birch Society chapter. Blumen-
feld is a speaker for the Ameri-
can Opinion Speakers Bureau, a
branch of the John Birch Socie-

ty.

Blumenfeld said before the
turn of the century, phonics was
the method of choice for teach-

MERCED SUN-STAR
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Samuel Blumenfeld makes a point in describing why chil-

dren can’t read.

Ing reading. But ‘‘progressives’’
interested in turning the coun-
try to socialism promoted the
look-say method, which caught
on and remains today.

Teachers may teach the look-
say method because it is the
only method they know, but uni-
versity professors, the ones who
teach the teachers, promote the
method because they ‘‘want to
continue to dumb down Ameri-
ca,”’ Blumenfeld said.

Blumenfeld, who has been lec-
turing on his theory for about a

Sun-Star Photo by Jim Byous

year, said he believes he is the
first writer in America to pro-
mote the theory.

Blumenfeld said it is up to
parents to demand the phonetic
approach be taught. He sug-
gests a class action lawsuit be
brought against districts, pub-
lishers of textbooks, education -
professors and teachers, charg- -
iIng them with crippling their -
children’s reading abilities. -

“I think a successful lawsuit
would change things drastical-
ly,” he said.






Spwker sees
a conspiracy
for illiteracy

By Virginla Hennessey
Staff Writer

Education crusader Samuel
Blumenfeld told a small audi-
ence Wednesday the illiteracy
problerm im’ Arerica is a con-
spiracy by socialist educators
who are’ responsible for every-
thing from teen-age pregnancies
and drugs in the high schools to

satanic worshp and cannibal-
ism in the United States.

An outspoken critic of the
National Education Association
whose local appearance was
sponsored by the John Birch
Society, Blumeafeld told about
40 people that early NEA mem-
bers llke a John Dewey and
other progressives set a secret

agenda many years ago to turmy

America's children into “little
socialists’ by rendering them
tliterate.

To do this, he said, they threw
out tbe phonetic method of
teaching reading and introduced
the ‘‘look-say’’ method which,
“teaches English as though it
were Chinese."

In setting their sights on a
socialist America, these pro-
gressives rejected religion and
the written word of the Bihle,
turning their faith instead to
science,
loral psychology as taught by
Ivan Pavlov and B.F. Skinner,
he said.

They tock. over the teacbing
scbools, ‘waited 30 years until all
the oldschool superintendents
retired or died, all thé while
putting" tbeu‘_ own teachers in
place, then took over the
and ietreduced the look-say
teaching method.

Look-a8y;. as. opposed to pho-
netics, teaches chi dren to rec-
ognize a word as though it were
a picture. It shows a child the
word ‘“horse’” and then a pic-
ture of a horse so the child will
associate the two. It turns the

Englisb language into a group
of pictures, he said, similar to
Chinese writing.

Blumenfeld said the current
laterpations trend to use pic-
tures ratber than words on road
signs is parfof the progressive
agenda, necmtated, be sur-
m:.s;d by the fact m‘: one can

Phairetics; “which was su-
ful for 'hundreds of years,
teaches children the sounds of
each alphabetic letter so they
read soands instead of pictures.

After " the aiphabet was intro--

duced about 2000 B.C.. he said,

evojut on and behsv- ..

Samuel Blumenfeld explains his views on education to meeting

ideographic writing iike Chinese
was considered to be pagan
idolafry because God's word
wds handed down in alphabetic
writing.

Dewey and the progressjves
knew the look-say method would
cause irreparable barm to chil-
dren’s minds, Blumenfeld said.
They were warmed it would, but
that was the- goal — to eradi-
cate the independent American
mind, he contip::&l.

According to Blumenfeld,
their goals are being met. He
estirnated the U.S. illiteracy
rate is approaching 48 to 50

are possibly 58
mil ilon .A.mericansp who yax-e
functionally illiterate today and
the ‘echools graduate about 1

.million functional illiterates

each year.

The difference between a sim-

le and a functional illiterate,

e explained, is that a simple
illiterate 1s one who has never
been taught; a functional illiter-
ate is one, on the other hand,
who went through as many as 12
years of schooling and still can't
read.

“You have to go to schoal to
become a functional il iterate,”
Blumenfeld said. ‘‘Our schools
now gspecialize in producing
tunctional illiterates. 1t takes
great skill to perform such
sleight of band.”’

The former educator sald
today’s progressives hsve in-
vented dyslexia as a way of

laining to the worid why -

J y can’t read. Dyslexics
are then given ritalin, turned
into “httle zombies’’ and la-
beled ‘‘learning disabied.”

“We are deliberately creating
learning-disabled children,”
Blumenfeld said, and it is these
children who are largely popu-
lating most of the federally
funded prograias for the handi-

ca
Xupedthe while, be continued,

professors are laughing all the
way to the bank. Whereas only

one small phonics boock and a
slate are needed to teach pho-
netically, look-say requires
whole sets of books for each
grade level :

““Publishers are having a field
day selling books to schools,”
said Blumenfeld, “and the pro-
fessors are making millions on
royalties. They're getting back-
aches carrying their satchels of
money to the bank.’

Dliteracy is not the only resmit
of this agenda, acco g to
Blumenfeld. In rejecting the
word of God, the Progressiwes
also rejected God’s explanation
for man’s evil — that man:is
{nherently ‘‘sinful and de-
praved.” While teaching cisl-
dren as psychologlsts haye
taught animals — ‘‘as though
they were (Pavlov’s) dogs” —
they have eacouraged them %o
behave like animala

This has resulted in free sézx
in the high schools, thus teena,
pregnancies This reversioa lio

-man's. evil-by-nature and rejec-

tion of God has also brought
with it beavy drug use and
worse.

“You can’t look at a
he warmed,
involved mth things llke -
geons and Dragons. Some of the
teacbers act as coacbhes.”

“but you can gqt _

Lol 'QP'-*\'O H‘A

-

The medieval fantasy gams..

teaches children demonolo
and satanic wol be
“Every high schoo its little
group of devil worshlppers.’

He said this trend has led to
large groups of satanic wo-

ers who bave murdered thou-
sands of children -in sacrifice. -

There have been nuinerous re-
rts of such ritvals in the last
ew years, though Jmhce have
never found any evidence. oc
Blumenfeld said this is -
cause they burn the bodies and
take dut the heart, ‘“cut it into
little bite size chunks and pass
it around. -
“College graduates,”” be con-
cluded,
bals.” @

Ctfco ENTERPRSG ~REWRD Thyurs. Ydrch 20, (86 -

“are becoming cannl-
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Lecturer Sam Blumenfeld sald Wednesday that teen suicides can be attributed td 'death educatlon classes

G e T

May 29,

~ Times- News photoER?ESIVEbON

Short on spec:ftcs

Crusadmg critic of publlc education fires volleys at schools

y JANE ROBISON
imes-News writer

TWIN FALLS — A nationally known critic of
ibiic education brought his crusade to Twin
alls Wednesday, but in a meeting with the
:ws media was unable to document many of
s allegations. -

Lecturer Sam Blumenfeld, author of ‘'‘NEA —
he Trojan Horse in American Education,”
ald a press conference Wednesday to “‘awaken
merican parents to the -extreme dangers”.
icing their children in public schools.

He was in Twin Falls at the invitation of
oncerned Women for America, a conservative
nristian women’s organization, which spon-
red his appearance Wednesday night at the
oliday Inn. :

Blumenfeld said children are harmed in four .
ays: academically, spiritually, morally and ;
1ysically through phys:cal acts of violence in
‘hools.

He chastlséd public schools for turning out 30 -
rreent of its students who are “functionally il-

-erate.”” And he charged that the system is
:signed to produce students who cannot read,
» that they will remain “‘dumb”’ and pliable to

help the United States move toward socialism.
Blumenfeld was billed by the CWA as a man
who had ‘‘extensively researched the
background of public schooling in America.”
But when he was questioned on specifics, he
admitted that he was more interested in relay-
ing “‘generalizations’".on the education system.
“I just got off the plane in Twin; it's

unrealistic to think I would know _specifics

about schools here,’” he said.
Blumenfeld said public schools are too far

gone to change. The only hope for parents is to

enroll their children in private schools, which
he said produced a higher-quality student.

* As proof, Blumenfeld said he was recently at
Bob Jones University, a fundamentalist Chris-
tian- college in Arkansas, where he said
recruiters from major businesses were swarm-
ing'around campus to hire graduates.

“They’re the ones who are getting jobs,”
Blumenfeld said.

When asked if he had statistics showing that
students from private schools are hired more
often, Blumenfeld said he did not.

“] assume it's a higher percentage, but I
cannot say for sure,” he said. -

" Blumenfeld was questioned about the basis
for his charge that students in private schools

receive a more rigorous education. He admit-
ted that he had not seen the ACT scores of stu-
dents from private schools.
. ““I doubt they would release those,’ he said.

Blumenfeld was asked how often he visited
public schools to study what students are being
taught

“I was a substitule teacher for 1% years,” he

said. Asked when he was a substitute,
Blumenfeld said he taught in 1970. “It was bad
then, I assume it’s gotten worse.”

Blumenfeld attributed teen suicides to what

" he termed ‘“‘death education™ classes, which he

" said were being taught ““in all schools.’?

Blumenfeld - said the classes take young
children to mortuaries and cemeteries and
have them write their own obituaries in class.

When asked for specific schools where it was
being taught, Blumenfeld said, ““I assume all
schools use the same textbooks; and it's being
taught in all schools.””

Twin Falls School Board Trustee Gary Fay
called the charges ridiculous.

“Fortunalely, he doesn’t live in and around
our community, so we don’t have to listen to
his foolish comments all the time,” said Fay.
“His claims are absurd and have no conneclion
/with the curriculum in our schools.”
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Wednesday Oct. 15, 1986 Post-Crescent Appleton-Neenah-Menasha, Wis. B-1

lliteracy excuses rapped

By Kathy Waish Nufer

Fost-Crescent stoff writer

America has an illiteracy problem, and author-
educator Sam Blumenfeld lays the blame squarely in
the lap of public education.

Parents who put their children in public school
face a 30% risk of those youngsters becoming func-
tionally illiterate, Blumenfeld told listeners Tuesday
as he described at length how the public school sys-
tem is damaging children and ‘‘dumbing down
America.”’

Blumenfeld's appearance in Appleton was spon-
sored by the Larry McDonald Crusade to Stop Fi-
nancing Communism. In the audience were mem-
irers of the John Birch Society, a number of Christian
school supporters, home schoolers and several pub-
lic school teachers curious to hear Blumenfeld’s crit-
1cisms. s

Blumenfeld, an advocate of intensive Qhon1g§ as
the soluuon to illiteracy, believes a ‘‘quasi-con-
spiracy”’ of cynically minded psychologists, behav-
iorists and education professors are responsible for
concocting the less effective loo k-sgy approach in the
1930s.

The conspirators’ purpose in replacmg the alpha-
betic method with the ideographic, look-say method
using symbols was tied to a plot to socialize and hu-

manize America, Blumenfeld said, noting that pro-
gressives like John Dewey and his colleagues consid-
ered high literacy an obstacle to socialism.

It wasn’t until 1955 that Rudolph Flesch, author of
“*Why Johnny Can’t Read,”’ finally blew the whistle
on the ideographic method of teaching reading and
pushed for a return to phonics.

Apparently, Blumenfeld said, many public educa-
tors still haven’t seen the light.

He thinks everyone could learn to read if legisla-
tors would mandate intensive phonics, but said the
legislators won't because they are controlled by the
Nationa! Education Association and its affiliates.

He offered his hook — ‘“N.E.A. — Trojan Horse in
American Education’” — as documentation of his re-
search.

Educators give all kinds of excuses for the illiter-
acy problem ranging from dyslexia to lack of motiva-
tion, he said, but there is no excuse.

Children just aren’t being taught toread properly.

Public schools now specialize in producing func-
tional illiterates, he said, as they pretend to educate
children with special books, special reading pro-
grams and specially trained teachers.

The look-say method of teaching reading turns
children who come into first grade ‘‘very learning
able’ into the learning disabled, Blumenfeld stated,
adding that “‘Learning disabilities is the single larg-

Continued on page 2
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P

© Noted author and commentator
‘Samuel Blumenfeld, whose numerous -
- writings about educa-
-tion include his 1984
" book, NEA: Trojan
Horse in American g
Education, has started §
a newsletter which will
be an asset for the tradi-
tionally minded. The
First two 1ssues of the pd
Blumenfeld Education &
Letter contain articles
dealing with the NEA-~ _._ n~row
-promoted concept of ‘multi-
culturalism’  (according to Blumen-
feld, an effort to undermine traditional
. Judeo-Christian values by legitimizing
- questionable ‘‘alternative’ lifestyles
and values systems), the rise of home
schooling, the Carnegie Corporation’s
~ promotion of ‘‘Educating for a
Socialist America,”” and a pair of

This latter pair of stories go into
considerable detail about the glowing
reviews given the union’s recent annual
-convention ‘and a subsequent
‘“Women’s Peace Conference’” at its
national headquarters by the U.S. Com-
munist party’s newspaper, the People’s
Daily World.
The Blumenfeld Education Letter is
available for $48 a year by writing P,O.

Box 45161
Boise, 1D. 83711
(208) 322-4440
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Author raps public education

Blumenfeld says nation’s schools turning out ‘functional illiterates’

By HANNELE RUBIN
Home News education writer
s

BOUND BROOK — Armerican
public schools “specialize in pro-
ducing functional illiterates,” au-
thor and educator Samuel Blu-
menfeld told members of tiie local
John Birch Society on Tuesday
night.
- “You see, you have to go to
.school to become a functional illi-
‘terate,” he said. “Simgle illi-
terates’ are those who have never
-been trained to read, while func-
‘tional illiterates have gone
‘through eight to 12 years of school-
-ing without learning how to read,
-he éxplained. :
. More than 27 million adult
‘Ame¥ricans cannot read, £ d Blu-
-menfeld, and that numbe ncreas-
-es with each graduating . ass-And
‘after lour years of the latest effort
-at  school reform, educational
“leaders are telling us “we can ex-

)

pect "the situation to get much
worse,” he said.

“This is no less than a survival
issue in America,” Blumenfeld
said, particularly since business
leaders are facing a shortage of
workers with basic skills.

Aside from predicting further
negative'trends, educational lead-
ers are “telling us we don’t know
how to educate and we don’t in-
tend to educate,” Blumenfeld
said.

-“Suppose General Motors man-
agement told its stockholders to
expect mostly lemons in the years
ahead,” Blumenfeld said. “What
do you think the stockholders
would do to the management?”
Blumenfeld quoted businessman
David Kearns describing schools
as a “failed monopoly producing
workers with a 50-percent defect
rate.” But American taxpayers
have not yet demanded serious
changes, Blumenfeld said.

The current wisdom a iong edu-

cators, he said, is to blame educa-
tional problems on learning dis-
abilities. “It's ‘what’'s wrong with
Johnny,’” he said, “not what’s.
wrong with schools.” But “there is
no dyslexia in the Soviet Union,”
he noted.

The problem is not learning dis-
abilities, but use of improper
teaching methods, he said. When
the wrong teaching method is im-
posed on schoolchildren, learning -
disabilities result, he said.

Blumenfeld traced the roots of
today’s educational problems to
the efforts of educational reform-
ers in the early 20th century.
These reformers emphasized so-
cial skills over literacy, Blumen-
feld said, putting their faith in sci-
ence and using behavioral
psychology as a way to institute a
socialist society. “If you want to
develop little socialists, you’ve got
to develop social skills,” he said,

. because literacy helps to produce

a greater degree of individuality.
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Right-winger assails
public school system

By JUDY ARNDT
Pocono Record Education Editor

EAST STROUDSBURG — The
reason 27 million Americans are
illiterate is that schools are not
teaching people to read properly,
the former editor of a John Birch
Society publication told a group of
college students, parents and edu-
cators Tuesday.

In a program sponsored by
the East Stroudsburg University
American Free Speech Associa-
tion and Professor R. Squier Balli,
Sam Blumenfeld, a long-time
critic of American education, rec-
ommended that parents resort to
home schooling to protect their
children from what he believes is
the incompetence of the public
education system.

Blumenfeld explained that,
according to his theory, American
education started disintegrating in
the 1930s when a group of so-
called ‘“‘progressive educators’’
changed the way reading was
being taught.

Prior to that time, reading
instruction was based on students
learning that words are a series of
sounds inherent in the letters of
the alphabet that are combined to
form those words.

Since the 1930s, students have
been taught reading ‘like the
Chinese are taught to read," Blu-
menfeld said, through a method
that relies on what words look like
rather than wbat they sound like.

Blumenfeld said the change in
teaching methods was created by
a group of atheistic socialists in
order to destroy capitalism, indi-
vidualism and religion.

He said these behavioral psy-
chologists, led by Jobn Dewey and
B.F. Skinner, were on a ‘‘messi-
anic mission to convert America
to atheistic socialism’ and de-
cided the schools were tbe best
place to start.

Blumenfeld contended that
dyslexia and other learning disa-
bilities are the end result of this
new method of reading instruc-
tion.

Efforts to reveal the dangers
Blumenfeld said exist in this
method of reading instruction
have been deterred by ‘‘these
professors’’ who have ‘‘turned the
entire teaching profession’’
against critics of the method.

The behavioral psychology
that is the basis of this method
uses animal training techniques
because children are viewed as
“little animals,’”’ Blumenfeld said.

About 70 people were in at-
tendance at the program when
Blumenfeld started, but that
group had dwindled to about 20
people at the close of his lecture.
Many of those who left were
educators. _

Some who remained chal-
lenged Blumenfeld’'s contention
that home schooling was the an-
swer to the dilemma, saying that
eitber parents don’t care enough
about their children to teach them
at home or that parents don't feel
qualified to teach their children.

One parent commented that
parents who teach their children
at home ‘‘are the parents who
love their children.”

Anotber parent criticized Blu-
menfeld for not providing guide-
lines on ways to change the sys-
tem.
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Move to Ban

Novel Backed
By Educator

By SCHUYLER KROPF
Post-Courier Reporter

An education analyst said Wednes-
day that he supports a Baptist minis-
ter’s attempt to get the nove! “Prince
of Tides” taken out of a local high
school English class.

Samuel L. Blumenfeld said the
novel did not adhere to pornography
laws in that it was not something
“you could read aloud to a mixed
group of people.”

Blumenfeld’s comments came as
part of a guest appearance at
Charleston Baptist Church, where he
addressed the quality of education in
America.

The church is where Pastor Elton
Johnson started his campaign to get
Lowcountry author Pat Conroy’s
novel “The Prince of Tides” removed
from a St. Andrews High School ad-
vanced literature class.

Johnson has suggested that the
book be banned on the grounds that
some of its language would get stu-
dents “expelled if they used it within
the schools” in another context.

Blumenfeld said the quality of edu-
cation in America hasn’t made much
progress since Rudolf Flesch’s “Why
Johnny Can’t Read,” was published
23 years ago.

The system has degenerated
enough so that one out of every eight
Americans is functionally illiterate,
he said.

“There’s a difference between illit-
eracy and being functionally illiter-
ate,” Blumenfeld said. “A
functionally illiterate is someone

who has spent between eight and 12

years in schools so abysmally poor
that his function in society is inad-
equate.”

ly, February 4, 1988

Functional illiteracy creates citi-
zens who can’t find their hometown
on a map, fill out a job application or
balance a checkbook, he said.

Blumenfeld agreed with Johnson's
crusade, saying the country’s public
educational values have fallen by the
wayside and that the primary areas
of education — academic, spiritual,
moral and physical — have been ig-
nored

“Schools today are doing every-
thing in their power they can to”
undermine an estblished level of lit-
eracy, he said. “That is why we have
the so-called underclass.” That deg-
redation of the educational system
has been seen nationwide, he said, ‘
citing a government study that
showed Scholastic Aptitude Test |
scores were on the decline. |

Although South Carolina’s SAT |
scores increased by two points in
1987, he said, they still represent the [
lowest in the nation. [

“South Carolina is not different |
from any other school in the country.
They use the same textbooks, the
same curriculum and even the same
superintendents as they criss-cross
across the country.” |

The most promising new aspect in |
American education, according to |
Blumenfeld, is the concept of home
schooling.

“It’s the fastest growing phenom-
enon in the U.S. It has a wonderful
effect on family life.”

Blumenfeld has taught in both pri-
vate and public schools, and has writ-
ten six books on education including
“NEA — Trojan Horse in American
Education.”







Samuel Biumenfeld

Speaker tells parents
fo abandon public ed

By KATHIE BERTIN
Press staff writer

Public education today is in a
shambles, and parents who want
their children to receive a good
education should enroll them in
private schools or teach them at
home, a national critic of schools
said in Coeur d’ Alene Monday.

But area educators quickly took
issue with the notions of author
Samuel Blumenfeld.

Blumenfeld, in Coeur d’Alene to
speak at the Pro America national
convention at The Coeur d’'Alene
Resort, is the author of six books
on education in America, including
‘“NEA — Trojan Horse in Ameri-

can Education.”

American educators have be-

come too interested in politics and
not interested enough in teaching

The National Education As-
sociation, which Blumenfeld
called the largest union in the
country, has become one of the
most potent political forces in the
nation, he said. NEA members
take stands on social and political
issues — for example, the war in
Nicaragua — when the group’s pri-
mary focus should be education, he
said.

‘‘Educators are more interested
inchanging society than they arcin
teaching children,” Blumenfeld
said. Social skiils and group activi-
ty are stressed more than individ-
ual creative thinking, he said.

But children and social issues
are inextricably linked, said Con-
nie Hutchison, Region 1 director of
the Idaho Education Association.

“To say we're too concerned
with social issues is ludicrous,”

THE COEUR D'ALENE PRESS Tuesdﬂ, Mﬂ 3. 1988

with children, that’s a social issue.
I don’t know how you can care too
much about the health and welfare
of our students.”’

Blumenfeld also blamed
teaching methods for many of pub-
lic education’s ills. Behavioral
psychology often used in education
programs is a poor way to teach
children. he charged.

““Children are not animals,”’ he
said. ‘‘What they have produced is
mindless children.”

Kootenai County educators
decried Blumenfeld’s notion that
public schools fail to provide good
education for students.

“‘Generally, I'm very happy with
what the public school system in
the state of Idaho is ac-
complishing,” Coeur d’Alene Act-
ing Superintendent Doug
Cresswell said. ** A good balance of
academic and social education is
necessary to provide a quality
education.”

Private schools tend to cater to
an elite student population, and so
can point to high success rates,
Cresswell said.

Blumenfeld pointed to continued
high illiteracy rates as proof that
America’s schools are failing.

““How can you spend 12 years in
school and come out knowing noth-
ing?”’ he said. ‘‘Somebody’s not
doing their job.”

Test scores prove Lakeland
School District also provides a

uality education for its students,
guperintendent Bob Jones said.

“‘We offer quality education all
the way through,” Jones said.
‘‘Sometimes kids don’t avail them-
selves of it.”

Post Falls Superintendent Kathy
Canfield-Davis could not be
reached for comment.

Blumenfeld said the public
school system is beyond repair.
The key to quality education lies
not with the school system, but in
private schools.

The cost of private education is
often about half what it costs the
government to put a child through
public schools, he said.

Students whose parents truly
cannot afford private school could
be subsidized by the government,
since billions of federal dollars
would no longer be pumped into
public education, Blumenfeld said.

““Those parents who put their
kids in public schoois are simply
asking for problems,” he said.
“It’s terrible, what they’re doing
ta tho<e noor kide
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