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Group 1: a4z (5 words)

Zeaaon | . a aa

Traaon 2. ab-ba  ab-

Zraaon 3. o cal- abo

Teason . a dal- dad bad cad  abea

Group 2: ¢/p (20 words)

Fraaonn b o we b beo bed cede deed ace oGG- abcde

Leason 6. f fed feed fode deaf) beof faco  abodef
Zeasor [ g bag bagped pal- age caged gaff app  abrdefy

Group 3: 444 (22 words)

Zeason 8. A Aad fead Keed Kedpe albeedfoh

Frsaon 9. & bip Kt Kide if fil-seo dico hif ffo  abedefpho

Zeaaworn 10 . /WWWW aﬁdw
Lraaon 11 & kit fock Kik cech &hoki  abedefphib



Group 4: 4nngs (63 words)

Frsaon 12 4 Loct Lot lidh bk, bell Yl ball il Bl plact Lok
Frsaon 13 i mad made Ko Lamb- Bame  abedefphiblm
Frsaon 1% mame Kand far fino Bneo pluan mine  abedefphghlmm
Frsaon 15 o on mom of off ok oh coal poads poal ol Aoty cob st
ok odit 0il Joil Koo book ocean Loy Local.  abedefphyblmmo
Lissor 6. po par frorw gt pront Larf Keppers Yo fuill fihore hgfe
mafpped fplome ghened ot abedefphighlmnops

Group 5: gre (28 words)

Zeaaon |7 . %%@WZ/ ()

W/?@JMM%W%%W
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Group 6: Zu- (44 words)

Zeaaon, 20 . LMWWW%%WWWW
Laltly delt phoal alalir abredefphyblmmopgral

WZ/ M%MM%%%M@M@WWMW

Zeaaon 22 . MWWWWW&MW%&ZWWWW

Zeaaony 23 me%wmwnééwu&/ mwm&mm&

WWWWWWW 4
Zraaon 24 wmwmmmmmmwm

MWWWMMW
Lewwon 25y yawn yew by buy bylows oy baly mavy yearty yow

o wnly Goyw Loy chovy alodefphipklmnapgratuny
Zewsorn 26 g papy pov peba Lapy oapy bugs pupsle cny gucchiw

paptyp abedefoytlmmoghgratunrrys
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Note: The strokes for the capital I should be reversed to start on the line and swing to the left.



dentonceas Contavming all the Lettna of the (phabel:. Fangrama
2. Wowr quickly doft gumping pethaa
6. U quart _san of ot smined with pino oude makes a woy Gupht cotow
8 Capy Fnedoicar bought many woy wrguisite obal surela
9. %WWWMWWWWWO%W
/0 . %/WW‘” antigue oy bucklew fov the meds frige
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Beginning Strokes
Downcawe. o o d @

Crrencwre: v Or T B
Undencurre: jn@%%v@ //é/é%mwﬂwwy
Midline Joining Strokes

b bo b b b B B bas B Yo
ow 00 00 ow ow- oy ob- o0 ot of op of o o of om om oo o o
moz‘/m/vmoz/

W we wi wo wh wr w -wn

mmmwwﬂy

- Below Line Joining Strokes

7o 55 3o s g g g

po oy Yo g g g g

s e T 7 4

Every possible midline joining strokes and below-line joining strokes are represented in the words in Shortcut to Cursive. It is important to teach all beginners
explicitly and directly all joining strokes. This document was typed with software by Educational Fontware, Inc. www.educationalfontware.com
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Shortcut to Cursive

Instructional Words in Alphabetical Order
232 Words - Covering all Joining Strokes

a, ace, age, ax, axes
baby, back, bad, bag, bagged, ball, be, bead, bed, bee, beef, bell, big, bill, black, blame, blue, book, box, boxes, boys, brand, bright, bud, but, buy,
buzz, by, bylaws

cab, cad, caged, car, cede, cherry, chief, cloud, coal, cob, could, cows, cozy, crazy, cry

dab, dad, deaf, debt, deck, deed, dice

eagle, ebb, egg, error

face, fade, fan, fed, feed, fib, fine, fir, fire, firm, fit, flags, fled, foil, for, fox, foxes, friend, from
gab, gaff, garage, get, ghost, giant, glad, glass, glean, goad, goal, grand, guard

had, hail, ham, hand, happen, hard, head, hedge, heed, hid, hide, hoe, hole, hope hose

ice, if, ill

jab, jade, jag, jazz, jig, job, joke, judge

khaki, kick, kid, knee

labs, lace, lad, lake, lamb, lamp, lawn, lazy, led, lid, lilac, lip, local, log, love

mad, made, mapped, mass, mom, more,

name, navy, nine

occasion, ocean, odd, of, off, oh, oil, ok, old, on, opened, other, outside

pal, pan, past, pen, phone, pig, pill, plane, potter, pond, projector, push, put, putter, puzzle,
quack, quick, quiet, quit,

rag, ran, red, roar, robe, rubber

sad, sadness, saw, science, ship, station, strewn, suit, swinging

tan, tape, tasted, tattle, tax, taxes, toy, tube,

unplugged, up, use

valve, van, vat, velvet, vine, vinyl, vote

walk, was, wax, waxes, we, wet, what, whole, win, woke, works, write,

yawn, yearly, yes, yip, you,

zebra, zoo, zucchini, zephyr

The goal was to develop a cursive instruction program that would be short but comprehensive. It is streamlined without sacrificing any midline joining stroke or below-line joining stroke. On
1/10/15 Mr. Potter updated the document from 216 to 232 words in an effort to include all the spelling patterns for basic phonics in order that the teacher can combine cursive and phonics instruction
in each handwriting lesson. The program has proven very effective with students from kindergarten up. This alphabetical word list was prepared by Donald L. Potter on 5/4/13. Updated 3/18/15.



Shortcut to Cursive

Instructional Words in Alphabetical (Instructional) Sequence
232 Words - Covering all Joining Strokes

Group 1: abed (5 words)

Lesson 1. a:

Lesson 2. b:

Lesson 3. «c¢: cab

Lesson 4. d: dab dad bad cad
Group 2: efg (20 words)

Lesson 5. e: be bee bed cede deed ace ebb
Lesson 6. f: fed feed fade deaf beef face
Lesson 7. g: bag bagged gab age caged gaff egg
Group 3: hijk (22 words)

Lesson

8. h: had head heed hedge

Lesson 9. 1i: big hid hide if fib ice dice chief fife

Lesson 10. j: jag jig jab jade

Lesson 11. k: kid back kick deck kaki

Group 4: Imnop (63 words)

Lesson 12. 1: lad led 1lid black bell fled ball ill bill glad lake lice lilac hail eagle
Lesson 13. m: mad made ham lamb blame

Lesson 14. n: name hand fan fine knee glean mine

Lesson 15. o: on mom of off ok oh coal goad goal old hole cob job joke odd oil foil hoe book ocean log local
Lesson 16. p: pan pen pig pond lamp happen lip pill phone hope mapped plane opened pal
Group 5: grs (28 words)

Lesson 17. q: See Lesson 21 (u)

Lesson
Lesson
Group 6:

18. r: ran brand grand friend car rag red for from hard error roar fire fir firm robe garage more
19. s: sad sadness mass hose glass labs flags science occasion ship
tuv (44 words)

Lesson
Lesson

20. t: tan tape past potter other fit bright get giant tasted tattle debt ghost projector station
21. u: up but rubber putter tube blue outside use bud suit judge guard quick quack quit
quiet unplugged could cloud put fur nurse push

Lesson 22. v: vat van love vine valve vote

Group 7: wxyz (50 words)

Lesson 23: w: we wet win walk write cows saw was lawn woke work strewn what swinging whole
Lesson 24. x: ax axes tax taxes wax waxes box boxes fox foxes

Lesson 25. y: yawn yes by buy bylaws cry baby navy yearly you yip vinyl boys toy cherry
Lesson 26. z: jazz zoo zebra lazy crazy buzz puzzle cozy zucchini zephyr



Introduction to Shortcut to Cursive

By the Author: Donald L. Potter

Work on Shortcut to Cursive was started on April 24, 2013. I designed it to be used to teach cursive in an expeditious and comprehensive manner to
students new to the Odessa Christian School in Odessa, Texas. I am the Spanish teacher, reading tutor, and cursive handwriting specialist at the
school. Our school is a cursive-only school. All students from kindergarten up are expected to do all their work in cursive. This program has proven
exceptionally effective in helping students new to the school to master fluent cursive in a matter of weeks instruction.

Special attention was paid to all joining strokes so the program would truly comprehensive. The “Alphabet Letter String” was created so students
could establish a daily practice of writing the alphabet from o to .. I teach in the following groups or strings of letters: 1. ades 2. ofp 3. A4 4.
Lmnops 5. gras 6. 2wvs 1. wayy. Each string is taught by connecting the letters of each string and then adding next string until all seven-strings have
been mastered. At that time, the students will begin writing the entire alphabet in connected cursive letters everyday. This daily practice will
inevitably lead to high levels of letter writing and identification fluency. Alphabet fluency is the necessary foundation for fluent reading, accurate
spelling, and high reading comprehension.

On January 10, 2015, I carefully reviewed the words I had chosen to teach all the strokes to see what phonetic elements might be missing. |
determined which phonics patterns were missing and added words to make sure that every basic spelling pattern was included. This makes the
program a convenient and effective tool for teaching elementary phonics and spelling: coupling instruction in fluent cursive handwriting with fluent
word reading. I used the Phonovisual Charts as my phonics standard.

Dr. Bob Rose’s wok with alphabet fluency was a primary motivation behind the work. See his book, Forget the Bell Curve, which is available for
free down from my website. Mr. Randy Nelson of Peterson Directed Handwriting has generously shared his knowledge of motor learning and
cognitive development, as well as offering encouragement through the project. I especially appreciate the list of joining strokes that Mr. Nelson
shared with me. This assures that the program is the most comprehensive possible.

Special thanks to all the many tutoring students who have helped me refine this method into a proven shortcut for teaching cursive. The student
written classwork in cursive is irrefutable evidence of the effectiveness of the program.

Copyright August 24, 2013 by Donald L. Potter. Last revised 4/2/2015.
The author hereby grants permission for reduplication and use for non-commercial educational use.
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