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Notes from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter
March 18, 2013

This order of lessons was first used by Mr. Potter during the 1999 — 2000 school year with a
class of second-grade bilingual Spanmish speaking students at the Murry Fly Elementary School in
Odessa, TX. Later that year, Mr. Potter taught the course to a group of English speaking fourth
graders, with assistance from his experienced second graders. The results were very satisfactory.

Years of teaching Mr. Blumenfeld’s excellent, but bare-bones cursive program, indicates that
more information on connecting sirokes would be very beneficial. Mr. Potter has taken Mr.
Blumenfeld's excellent sequence for teaching cursive and expanded it to make the program even
more effective and casier to teach. The lessons follow the beginning phonics lessons in Mr.
Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics reading program.

It 15 expected that the handwrniting practice will continue as the students wrnite all the words and
sentences in Mr. Blumenfeld's reading program. This makes the program a comprehensive
beginning reading, cursive handwriting, and spelling program, a multi-sensory learning system.
The goal is what Mr. Raymond Laurita aptly call Total Linguistic Function in speaking,
reading, writing, and spelling.

This method of coupling cursive handwriting with reading and spelling instruction has proven a
great help for student with ADHD and dyslexia.

Mr. Potter is preparing an instructional video that he plans o publish on his Samuel L.
Blumenfeld Reading Clinic page on his website. Teacher and parents will find the video very
helpful. The videos will be complete enough that a student will be able to teach themselves to
write fluent cursive from the videos,

The a, ¢, d, g and g can begin from the baseline with an under-curve or an over-curve, or in an
abbreviated format as 1 generally teach it, with a down-curve from the midline. Mr. Blumenfeld
taught these letters with a down-curve from the midline, | generally used the down-curve
because | am helping student at my school learn the A Beka letter forms. While most programs
start the aforementioned letters with an under-curve, I prefer an over-curve for starting the letiers
from the bascline because 1t seems 1o me o be a more fluent stroke. | prefer NOT to put a loop
on the o, but allow student to decide which they prefer. The p. like the g and g, uses a loop below
the base-line. When | was a student, learned to retrace the line, instead of using the loop. | now
use and teach the looped form, but either is acceptable. (Programs that make the loop on the
lowercase o po to the baseline are doing the students a disservice. The a not the o reaches the
baseline!). The letter ¥ can begin with either an overcurve or an undercurve. | generally use the
undercurve since that is how [ was taught in 1953, and the A Beka cursive program begins y with
the undercurve. Either form is aceptable.

Following this typed outline are two handwritten documents illustrating the strokes for letter
formatiion.

Last updated: 3/24/13. www.donpotter.net
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