
TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL TEA CH ER S OF AMERICA 

by Samuel L. Blum en fe l d 

You are probably a member of the National Edu~ation Associ ~ tion, 

b e tter known as the NEA. Perhaps you d idn't wa nt to join the NEA, but 

9 ro l4.~ 
when you joined your local te a chers oFg an l~at i 6~ which was a n af f iliate 

of the NEA, you were told that that au t o ma t i c a lly ma de you a me mb e r 

of the state and national org ~ nizati o n s . An d h a t is why y our me mbership 

dues run to around $300 a year. 

In some school districts you had a choice. You d i d ' t have to 

j o in t he local NEA affiliate. But by not join i n g you we re t o ld that 

you wouldn't have liability insuran c e to protect your se l f in the classroom 

against l aw suits for educat' ona l rn a practice . Apparent l y, as t ea ching 

has expanded i~t o areas beyond the g e ne ral su ject mat te r of b a i c 

l.! duc a t i o n , t e ach e rs have fOU ll t he mse lv s to be mor e a t r i s k , m)re 

v uln r ab le . Th s , we a r e t o d , th ey e d lia b i lity ns ur " n ce. 

Of course, v e y I i t I e f t h at $300 p id to t he t EA goes to pay 

for liability i n s uran e . In fac t he r e are a lte r n ative te a chers 

asso c iations in werica that p r v i d e t e s. me i n sur nce c overage -- a d 

som e times even gre ater covera g for much less mo n ey. For example, 

bc:;t+cr 
Professional Educators of Io wa pro i de s ~ in su r a n ce coverage with 

a membe rship fee of only $ 40 a yea r. Th u s, i f y ou and nin ety -nine 

other teachers in your s c hool di s tr i l d ide d o or gani ze an l t e rnative 

teachers association, you could prob ab l y g e t the sam e insurance a s th e 

Iowa g roup with du e3 of o nly $40 a y e a r and t h ereby save yo urs e lve s 

collectively $26,000. 

But then p e rh a p s ou ar e one f Lh ose te h rs who h av l o s t t h e 

righ t to choose. Perhaps y ou t ac l n a d ist r'ct w' t l a n nag n cy s h op . " 
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An agency shop, as you know, is aa arrangement agreed upon by your 

local NEA affiliate and the local s h ool board, wh ereby, as a condition 

of employment, you must either join th e union or pay its du es ev en if 

you don't join. The union claims t hat sinc e it h a s ne go tiated a 

contract for you, you must pay i ts a g enc y f e a u may h av e wan t d to 

negotiate a contract of your own wi h the ·· ho o l boa r d . But that i s 

not permitted under the rule of ex clusive r ep resentation. 

It is trae -tira-t the ag ncy sh op agreem n t d ep r"v es you of your 

basic freedom of choice, your right to work in the government schools 

on the sole basis of your qualifications as a teacher. But ap parently 

the majority of your colleagues don't want that f r ee dom for themselves 

1+ for 
and neither do they want you

/'l 
~,a e e :i-t:, for they v o t ed f or the agency 

shop, 

What C1 n I.' S t ; . i s te ll u ? I t t e ll s us th t th er a r e far too many 

r":il' t: ,·rs Hho will v lu nta ri l y v t a a y t h r ri ght s as fre e citi ze ns 

i n ·3 f (' E',~ C 0 u n try , in th _ inte re s t o f goin g l o n g wi t h th co l l ectJ 12, 

they will give up the ir r' g hts as i nd iv id ua ls. f co ur se , t h e E c al l s 

Lhis d moc rac y , T ll "'y c lai m tha t i[ the ma j o r ity ,.; a nt t o vote a\.; ay 

their freedoms they h ave a ri g ht t o do so. But ur fe d e r a l Constitut ion 

was devised to pr ev ent exact ly th at. It p r ven t s t h e ma jo ri ty fr ill 

voting us into a di c ta torsh i p o r d priving th e minor i ty o f its Co nst i tu ­

tional rights. Th t is 1hy we h ve rem in e d f r e f o r a s long a s w h ave. 

But what i s als o s a d i s t h at 1 0 sch o o b d s a r e wi lling 

g i e up th e governmen t 's right' to hir e t ea c h r s on the basis of qu ali t y 

nnd merit rather th a on Iio& Qo seEWi-ia g:f un io n mem be r ship. The p ub lic 

5 ';: 1 0 0.1 5 are paid for by t h e t ax payer. Wh t r ig h t do s c hool board h av e 
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to set up agency shops without co n s ulting the t xp ay e rs? Do not those 

who pay for the schools ha y a right to decide on what basis teachers 

should be hired or fired? 

Fortunately, there are many teachers who h ave decided to fight 

the agency shop. They have gone to court to defend their Constitutionally 

f c,\' s t'1 
guaranteed freedoms, and they have been h I ped by a wORe-e-'Pfwl organiza­

'" e..o.r­
tion ~ l:Jashington called Concerned Ed ucators Against Forced Unionism, 

a division of the National Righc to Work Co mmit t e e. 

Meanwhile, teachers have b e en fi r ed f or re fu s ing to pay t h e i r 

agency shop fees, and some teachers h v e resi g n e d . One teac h e r in 
-t-.c",c.ke y­

Fremont, California, who had been vot e d the best foreign lang ua g e Ain 

the state, resigned rather than acc e p t the agency shop. She wrot e her 

students: "Hy employer is confiscating my wages without my permission. 

Th i s is th e status of a slave. How a n I return to y o u in September 

and teach you to sta nd tall as a f r e man or wom a n if I ca nDat?" 

This is a question that all t a c h ers in an age n c y sh op s h o . l d be a s k ing. 

wa: ....t-.s 
What is fright eni ng is that the 1_~ 1 j ls e t 0 b a \L.Q a nag en c y s hop 

in every school district in t he nat i o n , creatin g an e d ucational 

dictatorship run by th e NEA. Is th i s wha t the t ea c h e r s o f Ameri c a wan t ? 

But there are oth e r r e a s n s why ma n y tea t er s don' t like the NEA . 

Th e y know th a t the NEA is more tha n jus t a union. It is a political 

organization with a radical l e ft i st s o cial ag e nda t ha t i s undermini ng 

tra d itional Ame r i an va] u e s , a nd the la st t h i n g t h ese t eac h e r s want is 

for their money to be used to su pp o rt th a pr ogram . 

However, f a r t o o ma ny t ea c her s a r e un a war e o f th e NEA's s t a n d on 

political and social issu es . Th e y simpl y don't bother to r e a d rEA 

materials and thus do not T a 1 i 2 L ow f a r t o the ef t the ir un i o n is . 

http:t-.c",c.ke


O.lumenre.lG - ~ 

For example, th e NEA favors pro- ch oice on t h e abortion issue. 

As far as the NEA is concern ed , the u nborn have no unalienable right 

to life, and the mother's social convenience is more important than 

the child's life. Isn't it odd, that a te a c h e rs' organization, so 

concerned with finding new jobs for teachers should condone the murder 

of 15 million unborn children who co ul d have filled the schoolhouses 

of America? The NEA speaks loudly for students rights, but it is 

silent on the right of the unborn to live. The NEA claims to be concerned 
;:;u.f> post.cll '1 

with the health and welfare of Americ ais children, and that~is why it advo­

cates loweri n g the compulsory school attendance age to four. Yet it 

expresses no concern over the brutal slau g h ter of 15 million unb or n 

children. Is this an organization t h a truly cares for the welfare of 

9IWII" children? 

The NEA also fa vors the Marxist S andinis t a g ov e rnment of Ni a r~ gu a 

\·1 hi ,' h, wit h th e h l p a f Am r i c a. ' s d ' c..l l i cs t m i s, is l e a di n g t h at 

Central American nati o into t tal it ar ~ an c omm un ism. Th e l EA has no 

sympathy for the fre e d om fight e rs who want for the Ni c araguans the same 

kind of freedoms that Americans e n j o y . 

Th e NEA also advocates a nu c le ar f r z whi ch would freez2 us into 

a pos ition of inferi o rity vis-~-vi s t h S v i e t Union, thus making u s 

vulner a b le to nu clear blackmail by th e co mm unists. The NEA is so keen 

o n creat i ng anxiety among American sch o ol children concerni ng the n aclear 

threat that it is dis t ributing a ten-les s o n course on the subject fo r 

the 10 through l4- yea r-old a ge group enti t led Ch oic e s : a unit on confli c t 

and nu cl ear war. the course doesn't p r es e nt Americ a ' s strat g y of 

Peac e through Str e n gt h which has ef f e cti v el y managed t o det e r nuclear 

way for the past 40 y a r s . Inst e ad, it waL ks on th e fe a rs and a n xl e t i s 

of the children. I t s ho ws t he m g h a sL ly p i c t u re o f ch a rred uodies an d 
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disfigured victims of the bombi n gs of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The NEA 

doesn't tell teachers that the nuclear freeze movement was started by 

the Soviet-controlled World Peace Council in 1980 for the purpose o f 

creating nuclear hysteria in the West so that its pe ople would mindl e ssly 

demand unilateral disarmament. 

The NEA condemns the govern lent of 1 Salvador which is fighting 

c o mmunist terrorism, but it is silent on Soviet genocide in Afghani s tan. 

"""""')(I"t-
It condemns apartheid in South Africa but says nothing about theAMugabe 

government in neighboring Zimbabwe which is terrorizing and murdering 

its own black citizens who voted for political parties other than 

Mugabe's. 

The NEA also opposes school prayer, educational vouchers and 

tuition tax credits. It opposes the te a ching of cr . a tionism as an 

a 1 t C' r n t i v c vie w t () t It t· t 11 ' 0 r I I f , v u 1 u t i [) n . it adv c ates s t a te r eg u l a ­

ti on of church s cho o ls and h ome s c h o l s in cl a r v i o l a tion of our 

First Am n dm e nt ri gh t t o free d o m o f re ligi o n a n d the parents un a l i e nab l e 

ri g ht to educat e their children wi t ho ut in t ' r fe rence from the st a te. 

Ie wa nts to ex t nd st a t e c on tro l ov e r ev er y fa c et of c i ld d e v e l op ment 

and education in America. 

While the NEA opposes t he im p o s itio n of sect a r ia n re lig ious pr a c t ices 

in the p ublic schools, it promotes th e religion of secular hum3Dism 

through its strong advocacy of val u e' la r i f ication, sex education, 

death ed u c ation, sensitivity trainin g , globalism and other related 

programs. Yet, tn a pamphlet entitl ed " Th e Ra d ical Ri g ht Attack on 

th e NEA," bI ish d In Mar ch 1985, th e EA has t he gall to s t ate: "The 

whole not i.) L1 0 f se c u 1 a r hum ani s m i s , in £ act, e n t i r e 1 y th e in v e n t ion 

o f Radi c al Ri gh t l ead e rs, writers an d fun d- ra i sers . Th e y ' ve conjured 


u p the con c e p t, d fi Ll l! d it, v 1. 1 1 fi e d i t) and h e n a - tr ibu ted it t o 




teachers." 

Either the NEA 1s lying or so ab ysmally ignorant that it do e s n 't 

even know what it is doing. Havi n g d e ba t e d NEA o f f ic ia ls on several 

occasions, th i s wr i t er tends to be Ii ve th t it is a co mbina tion of both. 

But you, a teacher, need no t take my word for it. You can find 

out for yourself who i~ telling the truth. After a ll, t her e is a 

philosophy of education guiding our public schools. No one, not even 

the NEA, would deny that it is a secular philosophy, a philosophy that 

excludes traditional religion from the public school curri·ulum. But 

is it "humanist"? 

The humanist philosophy was first formally set down in 1933 in a 

document known as the Humanist Manifesto. It was signed by John U2wey 

and 33 other prominent hu manists. In 1973 that d o cument was updated 

as llumanist Mani f e s to I I and si gn e d by 114 o rigina l s ig n e r s and 2 5 8 

addit i onal signer s . Among them are ma ny pro minent p r o f essors, psy c h ol o gist 

Unitarian ministers and Ethical Cu l turists. T h e y incl u de such we ll ­

known names as Isaq c As i mov, Th e do r e Br ameld , Lio n el Ab el, Al an F . 

Gut t rn a c her, B. F. Ski n n e r, Be t t y it:!d a n, S ol Gordon , A. P hil ip 

Randolph, and others. 

What does t he Man if es to say? First, it d enie s the eff i c ac y of 

faith in God or pr a y e r. I t states: 

"As in 1933, humanists still b e l l v that tradit io n 1 theism, 

especially faith in the pray r-he ari ng Go d, a ss u me d to love and c a r e for 

p e rsons, to Lear and understand t hei r p rayers and to b ab l to do 

something about them, is an unprov n a n d outmo d ed faith. S a lvationism, 

based on mere affirmation, still appea rs as h a rm ul , dive rt ing people 

with false hopes of heaven her ea f ter. Reasonabl mind s look to oth e r 

means for survival." 
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How can it be said that a faith that has served millions of people 

over a period of 5,000 years is "unproven"? How can it be said that 

such a faith is "outmoded" when it provided the impetus for the settlement 

of a vast wilderness and the crea tio n of t he freest a nd richest nation 

in all of human history? How can it be said to be "harmful" when it 

provided man with a moral c o d e th at permitt e d him to flourish in safety 

and f r e e d 0 min a c i v i 1 i z a t ion 0 f u i. t p ar a 11 e 11 e d a c hi eve men t ? 

it be accused of "divert i n g people with false hopes of heaven hereafter" 

when it has created an economic system of abund an ce and unlimited 

progress while atheist philosophi~s that promise utop i a instead of 

heaven have given their victims nothing but hell on a rth? 

Second, the manifesto denies the divine origin of moral values. 

It states: "We affirm that moral values derive their sour ce from human 

experience. Ethics is autonomous a n d situational, needing no theological 

or ideo log ical sa n c tion. E>:hics S -' nt s from h um an ne e d and inter2st. II 

In other words, God's law does not e x ist, and the Te n Commandments are 

........ octeJ 
an out~ sta t e ment of moral pr ej udices. Th r e i s no sin. 

And that is why the schools t ac h situati on a l e th ics and values 

clarification. That is w~y they concentrate so he a v ily on sex education. 

The Manifesto states: "In the area of sexua l ity, ~.Je believe that: 

intolerant attitud s , often cultivated by ortho J o x religions a nd 

puritanical cultures, unduly r e pre s s x ual cond uc t. The right to birth 

control, abortion, an d divo r ce should be re co · n i ze d. The many 

varieties of sexu al exp loration sho uld n o t in t hem s elves b e considered 

'evil. ' . Short of har mi ng othe rs o r c omp el l" ng them to do likewise, 

individuals should be permitted to e xpr e s s their sexual proc]~vities 

and pursue their li t -styles as t he y d esi re." An d thi s i~ what the scho( 

have been telling American children fo r yea rs, wi th the rc ~ ult t h at we no\ 

have more teenage pregnanci e s than ever, more venereal d " sease then e ve r, 
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That the NEA has been promoting a ll of the components of secular 

humanism can be proven by simply examining NEA history and reading its 

publications. In 1948 the NEA became a sponsor of the National Training 

Laboratory in Group Development at Bethel, Maine. The NTL specialized 

in developing the techniques of sensitivity train i ng, group dynamics, 

and producing social change. 

In an article entitled "The Teacher -- Agent of Change," published 

in t h e NEA Journal of January 1962, we read: 

National Training Laboratories of NEA initiated a progr a m 

for classroom teachers 

The training lab is an intensive learning experience 1n 

which a staff of social sc ientists help translate research findings 

into classroom practice. Objectives in cl u d e g reater sen s itivity 

in observing and int e rp r et ing so cial a n d ps y c holo g ical f a c tors 

in le a r l ng grou p s. 

And in Torl e y's Education of Septemb e r 1970, t h e successor to the 

NEA Journal, we learn more about wh a t the change-agent teac:1er is doing. 

fJ e re ad; "The change-agent teacher does more than dream, however; he 

builds, too. He is part of an ass oc iation of colleagues in his local 

school system, in his state, and across the country that makes up a n 

interlocking system of change-ag nt o r g aniz a tions. This kind of syste m 

is necessary becau s c h anging our s oc ty thro ugh th evoluti nary 

educational processes require s sim u lt neo us ac tion on thr e e po wer lev I s ." 

1 £ th a t isn't a co nspi r a cy to ch~ nge Am erica a c cording to the 

hum ~ni q ~ s : plan, I won e r what e ls e yo u wou ld cal l it . Perh a ps as a 

te a c 11er you've been duped into b e o mi n g a ' hange a g t. Do y o u k ' -: OH 
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where it will all lead to? It wil l le ad to a world government -- no 

doubt dominated by the c om munists -- in which me r ica will have l o s t 

its sover e ignty and freedom and ·,.,here "unalien abl e rights" will b e a 

t hing of the past. For the world humanist-communist government will 

be an atheist government in which there is no Creator endowing human 

beings with unalienable rights. Rights a nd freedoms will merely 

beco~e privileges dispensed by a government run by men. 

Is this the kind of world you wan t to live in? Is this the kind 

of world the teachers of America should be attempting to cr e ate in 

their roles as change agents? 

The NEA started its crusade for world government back in 1942. 

In 1946 NEA Journal editor Joy Elmer Morg an wrote: 

In the struggl to establish an adequa world government, 

the t e ach e r h s many p a r t s t u pI y . He mus t b eg in ith h is OHn 

attitude and ln owl e dge and pu pose . He . n do much to prepa re 

th e hearts and mi nds of child r en for gl obal un d erst an ding and 

cooperation. At the very top of all th e a g enci e s which 

will assure the coming of wor l d gov rnme t must stand th e sc ho ol, 

the teacher, and the organized pro f es s io n . 

Thus, the NEA has been promoting the i d ea of world governm e nt 

for four decades. Til e Humanist M nif es t u of 19 72 aff irm d that s tand 

w hen its t a ,. -:: d : 

We dep l re the division of h um n k i n d an natio na listic grounds. 

We have reached a turning poi nt in hu man h i s t o y wh ere the best 

option is to t ra ns cend the limits of t i ona l so vereignty and t o 
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mOve toward the building of a world community in which all sectors 

of the human family can participate. Thus we look to the development 

of a syst e m of world law and a worl d order based upon transnational 

federal government. 

Thus, the very goal of the NEA is to end American sovereignty 

and freedom. 

So it is obvious that the NEA is more than just a teachers 

association devoted to improving the lot of teach e r s. It is the nation's 

single most powerful and active engine of political and social change. 

And your dues are helping to pay to run that engine. The members' money, 

to the tune of a half billion dollars a year, lS being used to lobby 

Congress and fifty state legislatures, support an army of 1,170 full-

time professional organizers, publish and distribute thousands of books 

a nd curr i culum mater ials promo t i ng t e EA 's p o litical a n d s o ia l age n d a s. 

The NEA even has a trai ni ng pro g ram to in s t ru ct teachers in how 

to ~ o mbat the so-c a lled New Right. Is thi s pr o p r? Do not the t e achers 

of Am~rica serve children [rom all kinds of h o me r eg rdless of the 

parents' religious or p o lit i ca , [f iliat i ns ? Ou gh t no t a p u blic s ch o ol 

teachers association be p ol iti c a lly ne utral sin c e the education system 

must serve the public at lar g w ' th out b i as or prejudic e? 

Apparentl y the NEA do es n't thi nk so. I t is de termin e d t o o pp o s e 

any Americans h o resist or cr i t ici z e i ts progr a m o ch ange Ameri a from 

a God-be .1 ieving, fr e e-ent rpri se , individu a li s tic s o l ety to an a t l e i s tic, 

t..it::"A 
In short, _socialist, coll e ctivist societ y in a world gover n me nt . 


is pr ~ pared to oppo. e the vast ma j or ity o f Amer iCl'l n s who n e ith e r want 


s ocialism nor worl d ' overnm e l c. 
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The simple truth is t h a t .... NEA ha s been controlled by the 

r a d i calle f t ~ sin c e War 1 d War I when i t est a b 1 i st l t~ d its per ill a n en t 

headquarters in Wa shington. The radical l e ft has worked hard over the 

years to forge th e NEA into a political instrum e nt whereby it could 

take power in America and impose its program on the American people. 

As early as 193 2 , leftist professor George S. _a unt s of Teachers 

College, Columbia, wrot e : "That th e teachers should d,,,liber-ately reach 

for power and then make the most f t he ir conquest is my firm convicti o n ." 

In 1967 NEA executive secretary Sam Lan:r..ert procl a imed: " NEA will 

become a political pow~r second to no other special interest group. 

NEA will organize this profession from top to bottom into logical 

operational units that can move sw i ftly and e ff c tively and with power 

unm a tched by any other organized group in the n a tion." 

In 1973, NEA president Helen D. Bain told NEA m mbers: "The muscle 

of t e a c her organizations mu st b u s d to b c o me p o I t i cally eff ~c tive 

in e very e lecti o n throughout the uu nt ry ." 

And in 1974, NE A president He l en Wise said: "Teachers individually 

a nd co ll e ctively can chan ge the di ec t i on of gOY rn m n t." 

Is th a t the mi s sion of America' s p lb l i sc ho ol t e a chers: to c hange 

the direction of governm e n ? Wh a t would you think if the p o licemen 

of America organized to "ch a nge t he di r e ction of g OY rnment?" Wh a t would 

y ou think if any other group of g o v e r nment e mployees de cided t hat its 

mission was t o " a nge th e di r ecti on of govern m o t?" You'd be a larmed. 

And right f ull y so. An d t ha t is why so ma ny Am ric a ns ar e a l ar me d at 

what the t a chers of Ameri c a r e doing, knowing l y or u n k n ow ingly. 

There wa s a time wh e n t e che rs wer e la o cd up to, re sp e cted and 
o.J·\~1!,... 

loved by stud e nts a nd parents and 
/\, 

v'rtu 11 y plac e d o n a pedestal. Toda y 

all of th a t tru s t and respect ar e go n e . The teacher has b e come an enemy 



of the parent, a Pied Piper l ea ding ch i dren int o a new deadly world 

of pagan immorality, a skill e d deceiver of the p b lic u s ing tax dollars 

to undermine the traditional values that have made this nation great. 

There are many good teachers who know this and are doing what 

they can in the public schools to educat e and help children. Many of 

these teachers have left the NEA and joined alternative associations. 

While they must still teach in schools dominated by humanism, they 

are at least not supporting an organization that represents the 

(\ W\ '01+i 0 " S 
political ~ of the radical left. 

If y ou want to restor e the love and trust that Americans once 

had for their teachers, then you too must repudiate the philosophy and 

goals of the NEA. 




