THE STRUGGLE FOR EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM

Lecture delivered at Bob Jones University by

Samuel L. Blumenfeld

It is a pleasure and a privilege to address this convocation
at Bob Jones University, symbol as well as bastion of educational
freedom in America. Government owned and operated schools, colleges
and universities are so prevalent in America that most of our people
have lost sight of the meaning of educational freedom and of its
importance to the continued existence of this country as a free,
independent nation.

And because public education has been used to assert the doctrine
of the separation of church and state, a doctrine so ardently upheld
by our courts, our government institutions of learning have, in
reality, become temples of atheism, behaviorism, and humanism. The
Christian religion has been virtually eradicated in our public schools
despite the fact that most of the students and teachers are nominally
Christian.

The Ten Commandments have been removed from the walls of the
schools of Kentucky, benedictions at high school graduations have
been eliminated in Iowa, and in Texas the teaching of creationism
has been barred.

In an exhaustive study of the public school textbooks recently
completed by professor Paul Vitz of New York University, we learn

that not a single one of the forty social studies books examined had
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one word of text that referred to any religious activity representative
of contemporary American life. In addition, Dr. Vitz analyzed over

600 stories in popular readers used in grades 3 and 6. Not one story
had a religious or spiritual theme as central to the story or

characters in it. The word "God" didn't even occur in any of the

stories.

Thus, the eradication of Christianity from the public school is
virtually complete. Whatever is taught in a public school of a
Christian nature is now done so without official approval and is
R considered illegal.

It should be noted, however, that the attack against religion in

public education is limited to the religion of the 0ld and New

Testaments. The latter has been replaced by the secular religion of

humanism which now dominates public education. Also, eastern paganism

is welcome in the public school. According to Liberty magazine of
=)

September 1982, eastern religious mysticism and prayer forms are
being introduced gradually and subtly into many public schools.
Meditation techniques based on Hindu pantheism are being used in many
first-grade classrooms across the nation, and parents are only dimly
aware of what is going on.

The simple truth is that public education is now not only atheistic
in spirit and content, but anti-Christian. Children in the public schools
are subjected to values clarification, sensitivity training, sex
education, death education, globalism, pornography, foul language,
blasphemy, socialism,reastern paganism; and most of the children aftending

these schools come from Christian homes and most of the money used to
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promote these Satanic doctrines come from Christian taxpayers.
Meanwhile, many thousands of Christian parents have taken their
children out of the public schools and put them into church schools
or are educating them at home. Fortunately, we still have the freedom
to do so, but it is a freedom that is slowly being taken from us.
Our nation still acknowledges the right of private schools to exist,
but the humanists don't like the fact that so many children have
escaped their Satanic influence. So they have gotten our legislatures
to pass laws regulating private schools, including church schools.
These regulations require private and church schools to teach
a state—approved curriculum and to hire state-certified teachers,
thus severely curtailing the freedom of private education. But since
the state educators have spent the last few decades eradicating
Christianity from public instruction, how can Christians consider them
competent to approve a church-school curriculum? And how can certified
teachers, trained in secular, anti-Christian state colleges of education,
be considered competent to teach in Christian schools?
Also, what about the much-vaunted separation of church and state?
If the Christian religion is not permitted in a state school because
of the prohibition against mixing the state with religion, how can
the state then justify regulating a church school, thereby mixing
the state with religion?

Apparently our state officials have not read the first amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, which states that "Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof." 1Is not a church school a function of xhaxrhuxzk

religion, and if so, is it not therefore exempt from state regulation?
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But what seems so evident to you and me is apparently not so
evident to our state educators, legislators, and judges. In Louisville,
Nebraska in 1981 the Faith Baptist Church and its school were padlocked
and its minister, Rev. Everett Sileven, put in jail by state authorities
for refusing to bow down to state regulation. In 1983, seven fathers
were jailed on similar charges. What was their crime? Insisting
that the Constitution guaranteed them freedom of religion and thereby
freedom from government regulation of their church school.

You would have thought that such tyranny could never take place
in a state as conservative and Christian as Nebraska. But it did.

In fact, most of the Christians in that state thought that Rev. Sileven
was just beilng a bilg nuisance. Why was he making such a fuss over

state regulation? Most of the Christian schools in Nebraska had

accepted state regulation, even though the Constitution said they

didn't have to. Then why did they do it? The answer is either cowardice,
laziness, or ignorance -- or perhaps all three.

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge," the Bible (Hosea
4:6) tells us. And most of the Christians of Nebraska gladly and
willingly put on the shackles of state control. And those who resisted,
who defended religious freedom, and believed, as Peter did, that

' were put in jail.

"We ought to obey God rather than men,'
In 1984, the legislature of Nebraska, embarrassed by the stubborm,

unyielding resistance of Rev. Sileven and his people, passed a new

law exempting non-approved Christian schools from regulation but

requiring parents who put their children in such schools to report to

the state. Not much of an improvement over the old law, but it

permitted the church school to function freely. Recently, also, the
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court in Nebraska threw out the charges against Rev. Sileven. He
is now a free man.

Rev., Sileven proved that when we obey God rather than men, we

win.

But what kind of a victory did Rev. Sileven win? Merely a
begrudging admission on the part of the state of Nebraska that the
first amendment exists. However, elsewvhere in America the unalienable
rights of Christian parents have been grossly violated. In Idaho
six €hristian parents were jailed and had their children taken from
them because they were educating them at home without state supervision.

In Alabama, Christian parents were jailed on similar charges.

In both cases the children were being loved, well cared for and well
instructed. What the state didn't iike was the fact that these
children were escaping state control of their young lives.

Whatever happened to the parents unalienable right to educate
their children at home without interference from the state? Our founding
fathers had that right, even under the tyranny of George ITII. George
Washington, Benjamine Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and many other
founders of this country, were the products of home-schooling. In
fact, prior to the passage of the first compulsory school attendance
law in Massachusetts in 1850, all parents were free to educate their
children at home without interference from the state. Did parents
give up that unalienable right when the compulsory school attendance
laws were enacted?

The truth is that you cannot destroy an unalienable right because
such rights are derived from our Creator. The right may be taken from

you by force, or you may choose not to assert it, but its origin is
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quite clearly stated in our Declaration of Independence:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness."”

Our founding fathers considered the concept of unalienable rights
to be self-evident. Today you have to go to the Supreme Court to
certify their existence. The Declaration further states: "That, to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed." 1In other words,
the sole purpose of government is to secure the unalienable rights
of its citizens.

But these rights are being stripped from our citizens every day
by government bureaucrats, tax collectors, state education officials
and the courts. In the case of the home-schoolers, their rights are
being threatened by the National Education Association which is urging
the state legislatures of America to crack down on home-schooling
and to put it under strict state regulation and control.

Since 95 percent of the home-schoolers are devout Christians
acting out of religious conviction, are not the state regulations in
violation of these parents' first amendment rights?

But in order to understand why our unalienable rights are in
such jeapardy, it is necessary to understand that America is in the
midst of a titanic spiritual struggle between the forces of Satan
and the forces of God, between the forces of atheistic totalitarianism
and the forces of Christian freedom, and that the actions by humanists

against Christianity in the schools and against home-schooling parents
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merely a part of that overall struggle. In fact, education is
major battlefield in which the struggle between atheistic humanism

our Judeo-Christian religious values is being fought. And that

is why Christians dare not lose the battle for educational freedom,

for

educational freedom has become synonomous with Christian freedomn,

and on the outcome of that battle hinges total victory or defeat.

Remember, the humanists do not believe in the existence of a Creator,

and therefore they do not believe in such things as unalienable rights.

Although most Christians seem willing to turn their children

over to the humanists for brainwashing and indoctrination (the schools

call it "education™), they do not understand the dire consequences

of their actions. They do not realize that a defeat of Christianity

will mean the persecution and eventual extermination of Christians.,.

Remember, the humanists have already exterminated over 16 million

unborn American children and are fighting tooth and nail to retain

the right to kill millions more. Do you think they will have any

qualms about exterminating you when the time comes to do so, if and

when you have delivered yourselves into their hands?

That is why Christians must devise a strategy for victory. We

really have no choice if we are to remain true to our calling. The

Lord has told us to actively preach the Gospel, not to accept the

chains and gags of the humanists. Therefore, to remain passive 1is

to betray our Saviour.

But, you might say, Christians make up the majority in this

country, and the atheist humanists represent a small minority in

actual numbers. How can they possibly defeat us? Well, my answer

is to study history and find out how a small number of communists
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were able to take over all of Russia in 1917; or to look at Poland
where 95 percent of the people are devout Catholics, but are ruled
by an atheist totalitarian government run by 5 percent.

Our enemies follow Satan's rules of behavior. They lie, they
deceive, they cheat, they murder.

Remember, the Supreme Court which ruled against Bob Jones
University is the same court that believes that it is perfectly legal
and moral to murder 1.5 million unborn babies a year in America.

Do you really believe that justice is possible from a court with so
much blood on its hands? The U.S. Supreme Court has already allowed
the extermination of 16 million unborn American children. Do you
believe it has a Christian conscience?

The humanists, of course, insist that these 16 million babies
are not human, and they don't want you to consider them human. For

example, The Review Gf The News of September 11, 1985 reported the

following gruesome story:

The County Board of Supervisors (of Los Angeles) agreed,
after three years of controversy to permit the burial of the
remains of 16,500 aborted babies found in a storage container
at the home of a man who ran a medical laboratory. When the
victims of abortion were discovered in 1982, pro-life groups
asked for permission to bury them, and President REagan voiced
his support for "a memorial service for these children." But
the Southern California chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union, representing the Femini st Women's Health Center, argued
that the babies were unwanted biological tissue and not human

and that a religious burial service would be a violation of the
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separation of church and state. The California Supreme Court
eventually agreed with the Feminist Center, the U.S. Supreme
Court let that ruling stand last March, and Superior Court Judge
Robert O'Brien decided last month that Los Angeles County could

avthorize burial as long as there was no religious ceremony.

Think of 1t: 16,500 dead babies in plastic containers being
held in storage for three years because the humanists refuse to let
Christians say a prayer at their burial. Does this not give you an
idea to what lengths the humanists will go to deny the existence of
God, to deny humanity to the unborn? The humanists' hatred of God
is so deep that it perverts their entilre view of reality. Yet the
humanists now control all of American public education, they write

witw, goal
the textbooks, conceive the programs fer one prw@ewsn only: to pervert
the minds of our youth, to turn them away from God and to deliver
them into the hands of Satan.

These are the realities that young Christians must face today
about their own nation, their educators, their judges, their physicians,
their law-makers. 1In a spiritual struggle of this magnitude, in which
the fate of our nation 1is at stake, you cannot be neutral or
indifferent, for your very lives hang in the balance.

Thus, the problem boils down to devising a strategy for victory.
We must all remember CGen. MacArthur's famous dictum: "There is no

substitute for victory."

He knew that accepting less than victory
merely delayed the day of reckoning in which victory would be much

more coStly and the consequences of defeat far more devastating.

The first lesson 1n strategy is to know your enemy. You must



Bob Jones Lecture - 10

know his state of mind, his resources, his methods of combat. The
humanist is motivated by a seething, unmitigated hatred of God. His
strongest resources are the great universities, the public schools
of America, wealthy foundations, the media. His methods of combat
are political yusurpation, endless litigation, the smear, character
assassination, slick deception, moral corruption, bureaucratic

harassment, etc.

The key, however, to the whole humanist power structure is the
public school. It's what keeps all of the graduate schools of education,
all of the behavioral psychologists, sex educators, death educators,
values clarifiers, sensitivity trainers, and change agents in business.
But it is also potentially the weakest link in the humanist fortress.

I visited Israel recently where one can see the ruins of many ancient

fortress cities. In those days of old, the most effective way of

cdnquering a fortress city was to find énd eventually attack 1its
most vulnerable point.

Public education is the weakest point in the humanist fortress
because it is largely supported by citizens who are quite dissatisfied
with the schools. True, the system is built on a strong foundation
of laws that force our citizens to pay for it. But there is one thing
the public schools cannot do without, and that is the children.
Without the children, the system would collapse, and that would begin
the unravelling of the entire humanist stranglehold of our culture.

That is why the humanists are so concerned with the growth of
Christian schools and home-schooling. They very clearly see the
Potential threat to their entire power structure.

But vou may be one of those who believes that Christian teachers
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and students should stay in the public schools to witness to unbelievers,
to save souls. It's a noble intention. But by doing so you are also
supporting those who are doing all in their power to destroy Christianity.
You are tithing to Satan.

Or you may still be one of those who sincerely believes that
public education can be reformed by way of a prayer amendment. Do
you really believe that a minute of silent prayer 1s going to counteract
five hours and 59 minutes given to the devil?

If I thought that public education could be saved I would say
so. The simple truth is that a government school can never serve
the goals and purposes of Christian education. Christian education
demands much more than a minute of silent prayer, much more than
the mere acknowledgment ©hat God exists. It demaéé a complete surrender
to Christ, and the public school won't even let Christ in the door.

What good is a school to Christians where Christ is kept out?
What an insult to our Lord to put a Christian child in such a school!

The enly way to victory is the massive exodus of Christian
children from the public schools and the creation of Christian institu-
tions to accomodate them. We need more Christian schools, more

€hristian colleges and universities, more Christian academies for

the training of teachers. We need more Christian newspapers and
magazines, more Christian radio and television stations. And only
Christians can build these institutions. The humanists will not

build them for us.

Which brings me to make this point about Christian support of

public education. We all acknowledge that whatever else public
education may be, it is without a doubt atheistic. It was made that
by

wayAMadalyn Murray O'Hare, the atheist who did not want her son
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to be subjected in public school to anything remotely connected with
religion. She took her case to the Supreme Court which ruled on
June 17, 1963 in her favor.

So, for all practical purposes, on that date the public schools
of America became officially atheist schools. Now, I ask you, is it
fair for Christians to be forced to support atheist education with
their taxes? Of course, if a Christian sends his child to a public
school he has no choice but to support 1it. But 1f he doesn't, and
objects to the atheist content of public education, why should he
be required to support it financially? Athelsts are not required
to support Christian education. So why should Christians be required
to support atheist education?

I think it's about time that Christians took their case to court
and argued that forcing a Christian to support atheist education is
patently unconstitutional, a serious violation of religious freedom.
I also think that it is wrong for atheist education to be the sole
benefciary of public funding. Atheists should pay for their education
just as Christians pay for theirs. And that 1is another argument
against government education.

There is no such thing as a value-neutral education. Values
are involved the moment you start selecting textbooks or devising
course cantent. And so values are taught in Awmerican public schools.
But whose values are they? They are the values of the atheist,
secular religion of humanism.

Without Christian support, the atheist public schools would not
have our children to brainwash, and their days would be numbered.

It is dironic that public schools were staxted by the Calwvinists
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in America in colonial times to make sure that children got a
religious education. Today they make sure that they don't. The
Christiazns of America cannot ignore this fact and still call themselves
Christian. They cannot blindly hand their children over to the agents
of Satan and pretend that they are doing the Christian thing. The
children are the ones to suffer. They are the ones who go on drugs,
get sexually involved, join Satanic cults, or commit suicide. Last
year 6,000 teenagers in America committed suicide. Why? 'Because
they were told that they were animals, that there is no God, that
all they have to look forward to is nuclear annihilation, and that
life 1is meaningless, and that all they have to look forward to is
nuclear annihilation.

The Bible tells us in Second Corinthians (6:14-17) what we

must do:

Be ye not unequally vyoked together with unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?

And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel?

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,

saith the Lord.

You are the Christian teachers and ministers of tomorrow. You
are the future leaders of America's churches, the builders of tomorrow's
Christian schools. You are the shepherds of tomorrow's flocks.
Lead them to salvation, not perdition. Ready them for Christ's second

coming. He'll want to know what you did to save his children.





