October 5, 1962

Mr. Shlomo Kats
Editor

Midatresm

515 Park Avenue
New York 22, N. Y,

Dear ¥r. Kats:

I am & somewhat active participant in the present
right=wing mcvemont in our country today, as well as belng
g Jew and a 2ioniat.

Would you be intarested in an article on the Jews in
thh American rizht-wing movement, their positions in it as
well as their poirts of view? Thers has been so much misre-
presentation in the nress, particularly the Jewish nress, that
I feel a good article on the subject could do muech to help
clear up the confusicen.

I think an article of this Xind would also he cavaldored
somewhat "controversial” and comuid atir wp a zood de2l of
reader interest.

Sincersly yours,

Samel L. Blumenfeld

111 East 26th Street
New York 10, N. Y.
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Octobar 9, 1962

Mr. Samusl L. Blumenfgld
111 East 26th Strest
Naw York 10, New York

Dear Mr. Blumsnfeld:

From your lettar of Octobar 5, it is not quits
clear to us what type of an articls you hava in mind.
Thus, you say that you would write "on th3 Jaws in the
Amarican right-wing movamsnt, their positions in it as
w3ll as thoir points of visw." At first glance ws would
of courss assume thet the points of viaw of Jaws in th2
right-wing movsment are the seme as those of non-Jdaws.
Or is thers a special Jawish viswpoint?

A1l vwe can say, thersfore, is that should you submit
the article to us which you have in mind, it will rsczive
our caraful consideration.

Sincerely,

Editor j/
f

SK:sm



October 10, 1962

Mr. Shlomo Kats
Editar

Midstream

515 Park Avenue
New York 22, N, Y,

Dear ¥Mr. Katz:

Many thanks for your letter of October Hth in answer to
XYy Query.

You are quite right in assuming that the views of Jeuws in
the right-wing movement are the same as those of non-Jews.
However, since the vast mjarity of American Jews are "liberals"
it would appear that perhaps there is some basle incompatibility
between being Jewish and belonging to the right wing, which, as
yet, has not attracted any large Jewish following.

Therefore, the question posed is this: are the Jews in the
right wing any less Jewish than thelr coreligionists on the left?
If they are not, then why aren't there more Jews in the right wing?
If they are, then what aspect of their Jewishness i1a lacking?

There 1s no apecial Jewish viewpoint to speak of, but the
Jew in the right wing finds himself not only in the minority in
the palitical movement he has espoused, but also in the minority
in his own religious group. All of this, I would zo into in some
detailo

As much as I would love to do an article of this kird on
specuiation, it would be difficzult for me to do so without some
greater assurance that 1t would be accepted. I would be glad to
submit tc youssamples of other articles I have written.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel L. Blumenfeld

111 East 26th Street
New York 10, N. Y,
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October 11, 1962

Mr. Sesmusl L. Blumsnfeld
111 East 26th Strost
New York 10, New York

Dzar Mr. Blum3anfeld:

In rafersncse to your lsttar of Octobar 10, I am
sorry that we cannmot offar any greetsr assurance that
your proposad article will bs acceoptad. Your idea as
you dafins it is vory vagus. Wz do not 9ven know Jjust
vwhat you mean by right wing, or for that msttsr, whsare
you place the border on ths left. Also, your impliad
suggastion that thsrs is some ralationship bztween Jow-
ishness and politics 1sav3s us wondaring. Yn2 could readily
assumz that Jsws 1n "right wing" organizations are no 1ls3ss
Jewieh than othsrs on ths othar sida of tha political foot-
bell field, and yst interpret the political tandanciss among
Jaws in purely aconomic or politicel or historical grounds.
Rebbi 4bba Hillsl Silvar, for instance, to th= be2st of my
knowladge has baen a Republican ell or most of his life,
Othsr reform rabbis hav2 b9an consistsantly Democrats. 7Yet
it would n3ver occur to us to try and categorizs ths degree
of "Jewishnass" of any of thom on the basis of their political
preferances. It is for thase rsasons that w2 cennot masks any
advanca comnitmsnt to an articls discussing a subjsct which
is so inadequata2ly dz2fined in your 1l3tter.

Lot m=2 repeat once again that any articls you may
submit to us will bs given careful consideration.

Sincarely yours, |
) z
SL_,QAA AAAD ,(ﬁ ﬁ)

Shlomo Katz
fditor

"l
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Ocbober 19, 1962

!{!‘o Shlmo Kats
Editor

Midstream

515 Park Aveme
New York 22, N. Y.

Dear l\u Kates

Thank you tor your aaswer of Gebober 1llth, By Yright wing”
I mean from Goldwater rightward, including such organizaitions and
focel points as the Conservative Party (in New fork State), National
Reviow, Human Events, the John Birch Society--in short, what is
lossely designated as the "radical righi." There are Jews in this
area of pnlitical life, but very few indeed. 1Ia this because there
is acmething basieally incompatible between the political rhilssophies
espoused by the radical right and Jewishness, or is it because of
some othor reascn? This is the question I would like to explore.
Another quastion: could a Zionlst be comfortabke in the milieu of the
radical right?

The rcasoy why I ocnsider this an important subject iy boeause,
as you know, the nroportion of Jews in the radlcal left has aiways
besn larger than their generalgxroportion in the pwpulacion as & whole.
If, as is often claimed, Jews basgicalliy share the same political vieus
of thelr feilow non-Jewish Americansg, then why aren't they mare evenly
@istributed in ail areas of American political life?

If you consider this area of inquiry impértant @ interesting
enoush far your resders, I shall be glad to glve them the benefit of
my experiences and inowledpge. Inasmuch as my income depends on my
writing, I would be reluctant to spend time on an article which would
wind uwp in my tile cabinet. I can assure you vhe finished product
will be quite publishable. You may not agree with its conclusions, but
then I am sure you do not agree with everything you publish. Anmyway,
in the intorests of intellectual freedom, and intellectual nonconfarmity,
you might give it a try.

Sincerely yours,

Sarmiel L. Blumenfdld

111 East 26th Street
New York 10, N, X,
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Octobar 31, 1962

Mr. Samu2)l L. Blum3nfsld
111 Zast 26th Str3st
New York 10, New York

Daar Mr. Blumsnfsld:

Mr. Katz has asked m2 to reply to your lstter
of Octobar 19.

The subjsct you suggest would cartainly be of
intsrest to us and w2 quite understand your rz2luctancz
to write it on spsculation. Howsvar, you must also
undarstand our position, nam:ly, that we must basa our
judgement of sultabla matsrial for publication in
Midstrsam on the basls of a complstad manuscript, rathsr
than a brisf and rathar vagus outlins. It isn't nocessarily
a mattsr of agr29ing with your conclusions, hut of ths
comprehansivenass of the davalophent of the subjact
and its prossntation.

So, again, should you d2cide to go sh=ad wilth this
articls, we would very much lik2 to have th2 opportunity
of s22ing it.

Sincaraly,

7
o= gié A4 .
(.u':r(c//z /(’ ({/}/ﬁ’c,-/

ara N. Markz1
Tditorial Assistaht





