COBA AND THE CQMMUNIST CONSPIRACY

by

Samuel L. Blumenfeld

If one were to julge the efficiency amd success of the International
Communist Conspiracy by its performance in Cuba, one would, I am afraid,
have to award the Oonspiracy a rating of 1008. To clearly dramtize this
situation, one need only look at the mass media press and entertainment
channels in the United States: in the five years of Communist rule in Cuwba,
there has not been e major radio, television, or motion picture drama
about the Cuban tragedy. A thousand dramas take place daily in Cubat
parents are betrayed by their children; patriots are executed; the resistance
movement is engaged in dangerous umderground actifities; whole families
escape via the most hazardous means--yet none of this has found its way
into a play, a TV drama, a motion picture, or a major novel. Instead, the
complacent American audience is fed an endless series of brutal stories
abazt a war which took place twenty years ago against countries which are
now our allies. And in Hollywood, the motion picture induetry is busy making
films about MeCarthy-type military men plotting to overthrow the United

States Government.
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This writer spent a week in Mlami interviewing Cubans of all kinds in
an effort to fimd out what is really happening not only in Cuba but among
the Cuban exiles. I went there specifically to find out what was being
kept from the American people by thelr controlled press, radio and television.
What I found out primarily was the following: that the United States Govern-
ment 1s doing everything in its power to keep from the American people the
naked, brutal reality of Cauwmunism in Cvba and its full impact on the Cubans.
This reality is so horrible that few Americans would be able to accept its
continued existence a day longer were they made aware of it: The traumtic
nightmare of Cammuniam in Cuba 48 what is being kept from the American
people. The only place in the world outside of Duba where one can come close
enough to that nightmare to feel its reality is Miami, Florida, ninety miles
from Cuba, where the refugees from Commmism have set up their colony in
exile., Buf even there, the nightmare is not apparent on the surface. Miami
g8 a city is too wnoancerned about serious matters to care much about what
is going on in Cubes In addition, Miami has been one of the more successful
testing grounds for soms of the Comspiracy's domestic projects, such as Metxro
Government amd flouridation. The peorle of Dade County have accepted both,
wktoh 1s a fair indication of how successfully the citizens of that area have
been brainwashed by the "liberal™ establishment. In addition, the English-
language press there 1s dominated by two mewepapers whiech Adlail Stevenson
could be proul of, The Miami News ani The Miami Rerald. Both papers print

more about Cuba than any other mwsparers in the country, but their reportage
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on Cuba is noticeably underplayed ard "managed." Occasionally they will
print a series of articles by a recent visitor to Cuba, but a second-rate
tornado in central Florida gets a much bigger headline and more space than
a mass execution in one of Castro's jails. The mass execution is treated like
a minor auto acoident. Over a periad of time the reader becomss conditioned
to accepting a peculiar héararchy of values: to wit, that a local natural
tarnado injuring five persons is of much more importance than a man-made
halocaust in Cuwa affecting six million people.

Thus, the great blackout of news about Cuba begins in Miarmd itself,
and 1little of what appears in the English-language press ever resches beyond
Miami. A3 for the Spanish-language rress, the situatien is virtually the
same. The Cuban exile press for the most part is subsidised by the United
States Govermment through the CIA or other agencies which lay down the

editorial line. This is clearly visible in a magazine like Bohemia Libre,

which sings the praises of such "democrats" as Juan Bosch, Romulo Betancourt
and Munos Marin and excoriates the militery coups which have been throwing
monkey wrenhkss in the State Department's plams to communize Iatin America.

The only exile newapaper in Miami of large circulation which 1 not
subsidized by the United States OGoverrment is Patria, edited by Armamdo
Oarcia Sifredo. Patrla was founded in July, 1959, by Sifredo, who was one of
the first anti-Oommmist journalists to see the inside of Castro’s jails.
After two arrests, totalling forty days of incarceration, Sifredo wae released,
after which he went to Miaml where he founded Patriam. Patria, since ita
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inception,hhas waintained an editarial line imependent of any particular
exile grouwp. Of late, it hes been particularly cffticel of the Kennedy
Administration srd its pro-Castro measures. For this reason, the Cubans in
Miand prefer it to any othar Spanish-language newspaper, ard thus it has
became a constant source of irrilation to the State Department whose ainm is
the total asphyxiation of all Cuban resistance to Cammunism: Not only has
the Attorney Gerneral sent the FBI to inveatigate Patria's sowrce of funds,
but another newspaper--ocbviously financed by the CIA~--was recently founded
to combat the sirmng anti-Communist line of Patria. Thet newspayer is
Replica, which came out with its first edition on October 20, 1963. It is
edited by a notoriocus ex-Fidelista who "sought refuge™ in Mismi after the
Bay of Pige fiaseo. This wan, Max Lesnik,wwes not only a member of Fidel's
party but is ajso credited with Wxthgg originated the highly anti-American
propaganda slogan "Cuba Si, Yanqui No.* Thim is the mam the CIA has chosen

to combat Patria. Patria, of course, hes been a tharn in the CIA's side

since ite inception; erd the CIA has subtlely approached Patria via Cuban
go-betweens on occasions oifering to subsidige it. That is the money trap
into which so many of the Cuban exiles fall,

It would take a book to describe in detail how the CIA has used money
as its most potent meana of nentralising effective anti-Communist activity
among the Cubsns. The exiles, for the most part, leave Cuba destitute. The
language handieap mukes it difficult for many of them %o obtain work, and
therefore the temptation to g2t on the CIA's pzyroll is agrsat, narticulariy

if there are many mouths to feed. Once the CIA has economic oontrol of you,
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you are as good as lost to the cause of genuine anti-Communism. Whatever
anti-Communist activity you might be rermitted to pursue in any one of the
CIA's many groups of "contralled anti.Commmisn” eventually ends wup helping
the Conspiracy. That is why serious anti-Cermunists among the Oubans, like
the editor of Patria, have steered clear of the CIA and will have nothing to
do with it. But a rswsvaper like Patria, so small in scope when compared to
the lavishly financed CIA press, cannot hope to break the news quarantine by
itself, despite the cowrage of its editor.

Thus, the reality of Communist Cuba--particularly to an American whose
ability to read Spanish is limited--is still not wholly apparent until one
goes directly to the people who have experienced it first-hand, that is, the
refugees themselves, and ask them to tell you about it., 7That is what this
writer did for on® week, interviewing as many Cubans as possiblie in order to
get a first-hand wderstanding of what has happened and is still happening.
In one week, this writer was merely able to seratch the surface of a story
which 18 still largely untold. It would tske a team of ten men, interviwwing
Cubans over a period of a month, before one could have a plcture of the
Communization of Cuba which would resemble the full reality of the holocaust,
In thias article, I shall try to set down what one man could find out in one
Weex.,

What becomes apparent after the first few interviews 1s the fact ithat
the United Stapes press has been lying about Cuba sinee the very beginning of
the erchestrated campaign against the Batista covernment. The tso most
prevalent myths propagated far anmd wide were (1) that Cuba was an underdeveloped
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comntry rine for a "mrogressivae" raevolution and in dirs need of "agrarian
rafam,® and (2) thet 20,000 persons had been killad during the Batiste

regim3 unier briztal palice renression. The truth which debunks the first myth
i tint Cuba was one® of the richest and mast agriculturally developed countries
in the warld, with three oronms 3 year, nroducing a wide variety of agricultural
nroducts of the highest quality via the most advanoced means. Lts cattile
induatry wvas second to none for its eize, The communization of Cuba took
place during the mast nrosverocus year in the island's history, thus giving

the lie %o the tiresome bramide mouthed by Batancourt, Munos Mirin, Rockefeller
ard Kennedy, that Communiswm is cawsed by ignoranee, poverty and disease. Cuba
was the third wealthiest country ner canita in the hemisphere, a lush, tropiecal
mradise in the process of srectacular imdustrial expansion. It wms the
contry met favored by Ameriean investors and tourists. Owa was heing given
all of the favored treatment we are told iz nesessary to prevent Commniawm
from taking hold, Yet, it 15 mrecisely in Cuba that Communism siceeded, which,
one wanld imapine, would require Romulo, Nelson and Jaeck to revise their
theoriss about what causes Commmisam.

The second great myth--that 20,000 peorle were killed during the Batista
regime mder the most atrocious renressive moaswes--has baeen debunked by
Batlsta's oun enemles. The sctual figre of all persons killed during the
Batista resime, on both sides, by acts of terrorism, asszssinmation and executions
totalled approximately 600, This ilst of 600 wes published By the strongly
anti-Baticta magazine Bohemia, which did not take rains 2c winimize the fkwher
of political deaths under Batista. Commare this figure of 600 far the entire
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seven years of Batista's pgoverrment with the mimber of political deaths

which have occwrred in Venezuela under Batancowrt 1k only ome year--1961.
Accarding t» the of ficizl Pigwes published by the Venezuslan police depart-
ment, 3,719 political deaths oecurred that year in Venezuela under the
*democratio” remime of Eommle Botqncowt. The big 1ie of the 20,900 nolitical
deaths under Batista 128 beon tossed around so indizcriminatdly by the
Arerioen mss rpdis wress, that it has becose the mosi obdurate substitute

for fact in the minds of most Americans.

In addition, the entire nature of the Bahista regime has heen totally
disturted by the press. PBven those who fought acainst Batista know this
anl readily admit {t. Batisia was a diectator. But his pover was seversly
limited by the very structure of Cuban society which had its om huili-in
semaration of nowers and its own internal checks and belances. The wrost
serious complaint almost all Cubans hed arainst Batista was not his overe
exacrerated dictatorship, but the degradetion of the Army which tnok olace
under his rewime as a result of his deliberate actions. Batiste, who had
atzeed the revolt of the sargeants--of which he was one--=had destroyed the
officer class which had been the backbone of the Buban Arny. This set many
farmr officers apainst him frem the very beginning. Thus. the Army, which
e usnally the stronghold of a mation's patriotie traditions, was severdly
wndernined., The corrwmtion of the Cuban Army; of course. produced the
criticel wesk link in the nation's resitamwe to a Communist takeover. It
2l3o explains why the mllitary was unable &t any timre to stor ths nroress

of commnizztion once Gastro began 1t. The marzl destruetlcn of the Army
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had been tharouchly accomplished under Betista.

Thege days there 1s 3 gmreat deal of speculetion about Batistatls motives
vwhile he was in power. Pew are willing %o accent the occesionally edvenced
thesfis that Batista may heve been consclouvsly working for the other side.
Everyone knows that the Cuban Army hed the physical power to erush Castro at
any time dvring the rewellion. The explanation given why Batista did rat
deatroy the rebvellion is that the nresenceanf the rebels in the Sierra Maestra
rrovided him with the best and most legitimate excuse far maintaingdgg
dictatorisl nowers. Az for his having relessed Castro and his cohorts from
rricon when thiey were tried and sentenced for their role in the bloody Moneada
Bsrraoks affuir, the expianation given is that there was 2 general movement
in the Cuban Jongress for an amnesty of ell political prisoners at the tige,
and that Castro had enovgh of & lobby in Congress to meke sure that he too was
incivled in the amnesty. Nost Americans have been @0 braimwashed to think
of Batista in terms of being a total dictator that they assume that he amni
he al one made all the political deecisions in Cgba. Even under Batista, we
discover, the Cuhan Conpress had very greet powers. Nevertheless, rary Cubans
8til) fird themselves wisble to exmlain rmuny of Betista's actions, and this
aceounts for the parsistent rumor--ufiich may very well be Communist-irsvirede-
that Batista was working for the other side. Another factor whieh has never
been investipsted is the extent to which Batiste wag under vresswe from the
American Embassy in Havana to make some of the decisions he made. This would
exnlain a great deal, since we know now what Weshington was up to. Ke doubt,

the present-day speculators about Batiste's motives have fallen victim to
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the nyth that Brtiste was the all-varerfuvl dictator who knew everything and
therofore must have heen totally awvare of what ves happening. We admit that
Betista had more power in Cuba than Calvin Coclidge had 4n the United Stetes.
Bub ¢id he have ag much power iz his country as Franklin Deleno Roosevelt

12d in curs?

I1

"he Cubans in Miami are virtually living in a state of prolonged shock
ai! trawiB. They &re only beginning nouw to understand whet has heopened te
them. Su: it has lwken five yeara of being tricked, deceived, duped, usoed,
betrayad and 30ld out before they have reached the polzit of thinking aboutb
how 14 511 hapmened and here thoy mde thelr =istnkes. Thet thay were suscep-
tible to being daclived thsy reclize easily enouph. They lived in an island
maradlss where an""4t-ocan'$-hanvon~here® wnsycholozy preveiied. It couldn't
hapren here, thoy thonght, becanse Big Brother to the narth would never allow
it to hapren. Little did they susnect that it would be Big Brother himself
who wauld do the comnunizing. The Cubans trasted the Ameridens as no other
latin Americans did. Sver since the Spanish-American war, there had been a
war tradition of friendship between Cubana ard Americana. Other latin Americans,
avare of this love affair, looked on Cubana with envy and often referred to
tham as "grinecs” because of thelr favered nosition in Uncle Sam's eyeas To
the Cvtans, of course, Awaricans could do no wrong. Thus, when the Eisenhower
Administration dwwmod Batlsta and chose Castreo, ac did the Cubsns., It was

inconceivable to shem that the United States would back a Communist, and all



those *ho warnad to the combtrary were totally discredited. Cubans will tell

yo: that when the Batista povarsment denounced Castre as a Communist, tthe

naavle ridiculed the deanunciations as rioht-wing "oropaganda.® After all,
rishi<wrinrers and reaotiontries arc alwaym ealling "democrats" and "hwmanitarians”
Normunists. That's standard McOartby vractice. But who's roing to belleve

such poppycolk?

Thus the Eirenhower Administratdon, which was npaving the way for the
Commmization of Cuba, was able $n capitelize on the Cubana' trust of Big
Brothi i t2 the north. IV 13 standard Commrvist vractice to trnke f£+11 aivantage
of the trust and wood will of vowe intended victim, If you don't. sra
not a godd Comwunist. Fiwe years later, Cubang are able %c ase the entire
nroness of deception quite olearly.

There were scme, however, wheo found ou% rmuch earlier than others what
Unole Sam was wp to. fne of them was Maj. Pedvo Luls Dlaz lanz, Pormer
Chile? of Castrao's Air Force, whd was the first of the ton wen to s2¢ the
Comunist complexian of the Castro resdime aml leave (hba., He testified 4n
no wicortain terms hefare the Semste Internal Seswrity Subeomrdttee as eerly
as July 165 that Castro was a Communist, while fowr months later, in Noverber
1989, the denaty direetor of the CYA, Gon. C. P. Cabell, wae still tectifying
e ket seme hody that Castiro was not a Cormmnist. Today, it is interesting
to compare %the testimcnlaes of the %o men in the 1ight of wliat deveionel

aftRvards,

Bere are sorme of the more granhic excarpis from Maj ar Disz' tostimonyt



Mr, SCORWINE, Why did you ieave Castiro?

Majer DIAZ. Because ke brought Covmunists to my country.

Mr. SUURWINE. You say you lei't Castro because he brought cormaunism
to Cubs. When did you first begin to have doubte about the Castro
regimne? When did you first begin o realize that Casiro was not bringing
Cuba freedom and deamoceracy as you haed thounght he would?

¥ajor CiAZ, In the first deys of Jamuary I heard from him things like
"If wo don't attack Comrunists they call uy Communists. Weli, we are
Communists."

Senator JOENSTOH. You reached your conviusions thav ne is a Gormunist
from the actions of Castro?

Major DIAZ. Yes, sirj through facts. 1 had the complete conclusion
that he is a Commwnist.

e a0

Mr, SOVRWINE. HMr. Chajrman, I will state for the rscerd sometning that
the members of the committee know. This witness has ziven the comuittee
a great deal of additional information about Communists in Cuba, but for
security reasas we don't want o ask furtier about that now.

I do want to ask the witness this questiont ls it trus that you have told
this comdtitee everything you know about the Cammuniste in Cubal

Major DIAZ., 1les, sir.

o o o



¥p, SOTRWINE. D2 you know how "Che" Guevara rajprda Pidel sud Raul Castro?

Mzdor DIAZ. Welil, they live very close to cach: ether =11 the tiue, and
once L was in front of them and “Cw" @Quevara say "My conoudes, Fidsl and Raul."

¥p, SOURWIRE, Is Hhat a vterm used in the army gouerally, in Caba?

Major DIAZ. That is a Communist term, oir.

“ e

Frs SAURWINE. 3¢ ym know whether Fidel Castrc and Raul Castro awd "Che"
Guevars h2d meetings in Ooba with Communists from cther countries in lLatin
Arverica?

¥aj or DIAZ, Yes, sir.

My, SOURWINZE, Were there meny such meebinga?

Majsor DIAZ, Quite = fow of Shem.

Yr, BTRVINE, Do you think Raul Cnstro is the strenpest Cormunist in
the Caatro reglne?

‘ejor DIAZ. I tiink it 1z Fidel pimself, 1 22 2we 2e iz the man who
give the xders arnd the mar who decides eweryihing.

5

Mr. SOURKINNE. ZTou zre completely swre taat Fidel Castre i3 whatf

Mejor DIRZ, Is Communist.

.« & o

let ws compare, ncw, the testiwmony of the dsonty director of the CTA
with the forthridit staterente of the Cuban Malor. TRe deputy direator of the
CIA epoveared before the Jenate Subcommittee four months after Major Diaz,
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OCeneral CABELL. That question is related to the question. Iz Cuban
Prime Minister Fidel Castre a Commmist? Iet me develop that thought
for you, sir. Our informaimn shows that the Cuban Cormunists do not
corsider him a Communist Party member, or even a pro-Commmunist. « + &
We know that the Communists consider Castro &8 a representative of the
bourgecieie, ani were umeble to gain vublic recognition or commitments
from him during the course of the revolution. « . . We knaw that the
Communists were concerned when, at the ®lrme of his trip te the United
States, he showed evidence of a frienmily attitude toward the United
Stetes. o « o Cor conclusion, thercfore, iz thet Fidel Castro is not
a Corruniste o o o Althouph 1t 48 evident that the Comrunists have teen
abie to exploit Castre in his wmovement far their own bhenefit through

thase channels, as yet they dc not aovpear to contrel him or his govermment.

It io hard to believe thet thase words were gpolen ty the denuly Jdirector
of the CIA, wto has at hies comend nillions of tarpayers' dollors arnd bundreds
of cecret sgemts Lo get bhim any kind of Infermation he wmay noed. 3'ct, in essence,
what Gonaral Cabell is saying is this: "Our informilon shows thet the Cuvban
Carmunists do nobt consider him 8 Cormunist. Owr concliusion, tlerufere, is
that Fidel Castro is not & Coammnist.”

Yo had had the impression that the 3ob of the CIA was to scee throurh the
lew of the Comruniste, net to swalliow tiem hock, line and =irker. Newhere
ir Cen. Cabell's tectimony was ‘the infarmetion swwplisd by Major Diss--:nder

mreat personal visk-~integrsted with the dnforeitlon ho was obtaining from the

~

Ciban Communists. Xt's as if Major Diaz had never existed. Major Dizz' name


http:conclt:::l'J.on
http:repreeent.!lt1.ve

does not even fopasy in the Indev of Caball's testimeny. IMow 3 botaily
redve American 1ike wyself wonld have suvpposed that tha ClA..shert for

Central Intelligence Agancy--wouzld have takken Major Diaz $o 3ke boson rnd

been delighted € beve sweh fhat-hamd Infoarmatcien f:om a former intlvate of
Gagiro's. JTnstead, we fin? ths 2IA's deputy dirsstor mevthing informatiom
ottainable from any Commonist newosneney for 2neenta., Ie thés the farsus
"eraft of intelllgence™ Allan Duviles has made auch £ fus§ over? Hajor Nias
had given wp his career; ¥led his couwntyry and taken an enorrozs “orsonal
r3ak to warn the Ameriezn peo:le that Castroe was s Comm nist and wes bLriaging
Corrmnism to Cubs. What was the CIA'S reactien? It 434 zverything iz its
power to rfvent ¥Major Diaz from testifying, and ¢n.e he testificd, it
imoved everything be satd,

Iy a1d not teke lonz for ;'gajm- Jias to pub two ard tie together. “ver
sénce then, the Ptate Departmest aad the “IA have had tha bloxihourds after
kim. HYaicr Diag, receuse of his prestige, 18 «till permibted Lo trevel around
tre fUnited States, but shawld ha leave tre combry, i1t 48 wndikely that he would
be sble to re-snter. His trotter, Marces sz 18nz, vwho shares bis views, has
heen vader £ United 5tates Imodgration Derartrent Percle iuth-rigetion aince
8pril, 1960, MYr. Blaz is rot only restricted to the ccnfines of Bade Comty,
bt he i rot even rerwiitei to he avay from his residence fer w0 thar 2
hows, vhich &5 virtual house zrrest in the laet of the hrave snd toe Crae.

Mr, Nige! Pavole Au horinatisn further voadst "The arnlicent 2hall rot kaowingly

pertleipate by any {ovr 1talicz) 4in any activity affecting direcily or

srdirectly the political contrel of any coantry or veriliery or he foreign
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or domestic vollticel affaiyrs of any country or territary.’ In other words,
a mamber of tie Communlst Party has ewe nolitical frsedom and Sreedom of
moveasnt 1 the Uailsd States than a Cuban anti-tCommunist iike Marcos Diag
lang. what is lis crine? The burning desire o ovepthrow tae Communist
tyrarny in bls howeland.

Gompere sikx the satringent rostrlotlouns piaced on Mr. U4az's movensnts
and the sweasures baken againsgt the dmerican Cosmunist sbudents whowent (o
Guba in vhe svsmer of 1763, Ca thelr return from their illesal jaunt, tae
latter were given & slap on tué wrist by the Stete Devertment ant then vermitted
to retura to tiielr honss whore they couid freeiy contime btheir leftist
aciivities, whils ilercos Ulaz Lanzs has teon nnier severe rastrictions t'=r over
Luree yetrs. But tais is only psrt of lhe rarassment. The United States
Government s atlll after Majar Dlaz to vey a $2,000 fine for dropping isaflets
over Havana 1n i$59. The i'lae was imposed by tile Customs department which
hedd tiuat dropring leaflete over a foreign country was the same as exporting
a conmcdityt This 1s btyploal of the nara3dswmen®t vwnich any acuvive s Crban
anti-Gormvnigt mest pub vwp with, ami this harassuernt was inauvgurated undar the
Eisenhosor sdministratl on.

Major Diez was ome of the few of the top Cuban exiles who reiused o
participate in thie Bey of #igs invasion. The infamation he nad ieceived from
gyB=-Witlessed in e tralalng canps and from members of the wwergroad in
Cuba revealed sueh irceguiarivies that 1t left no dow?t in nis mind tnat unleas
some drastic vhanpes weird wade the entire operation wus doomed %o failure,

He tried everything possible ©o oring ohis situation to the atiention of the
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powers that be in Washingbton., Thres weeks pricr %o the Imvasion he ediressed
a seven~-pepe lettar to Presidont ¥ennedy in which he desceribed scme of the
nare flagrant irregulurities of which be was aware. He received no answar of
ecknowledgrents Tndeeperatieon he mde a apeeisl trip to ¥ashingbon an
gorferrad with J. 34 Sourwlney Chief Counsel of the Senate InbrrnallSecurity
Subeowmittee shout the situation, Bourwine telaphoned Allen Dullss in Major
Dipz'! meesence 2! told him the disturbink inforration. UDulles expreasad

the apinion thai all would work out all right, bubt Major Diag was nsither
asiad to oome to Dulles' office for Twiler quastioning or ever couwtacted

after that,

ITT

¥uch has b aboa I .o "opmmnleing” Cuban antls
Compunls b resistance, but the truth iz 3tlll tc be told in its lecrediviz
entirety. It ig this wrltor's convietion that the CIA 1s nob only totally

Comuui is  yonircilad, but that it has been the principle instrument used to

T é-fd-w.el-ff o y
destroy all elfective resistznce dc Cistre. Thig conviction hn—huvmh!-ud—‘sv‘oz
oyes  vha tvhesy hA~t Lome B Lt A

ol e SR S S W K byﬁdwer.s of detsilsheomemiz;,; wnal e Li has knom
akout Castro since, at lsest, 1%h3 ard what $t has done und is ati}l deing in
his belelf sime theu.
T The CIa's rele in dhe - -wmenizaticn of Cube did aot baegin with Lhe 3ay
of Pigs fiasco, It Lsgan far back during the Dalists regime when iV colliaborated

| with those Cubans working for the overthrow of Batlste and the instailatlen



