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There are all sorts of directories in Anerica, but the most exclusive, 

without doubt, is the Social Register. It's the closest thing to B~ke's Peerage 

we have in this country, or the closest thing to Tiffany's mailing list in orint. 

Of course we have no titled aristocracy in America, but we do have an aristocracy 

of family and. wealth. The foundeC's of the Social Regtster, Louis Keller and. 

Bertha Eastmond of Sum!'1it, N. J., took it unon theTn.selves back in 1887 to ident::.fy 

that aristocracy. Their first Register was PL nages long with only P81 names. 

But that list was corrmiled at a tir-e when all s orts of unstarts Here making the i r 

way liD the social ladder. So for a long tine, it was quite a matter of social 

nrestige among the newly arrived whether you got into the Register or not. To:Jay , 

nobo:ly really cares. Or so we sunpose. 

Gettinp, listed is an involved nrocess. Firs"t, you rn.:.st be nronosed by a f r ' -n 1 
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who's already in the Register. Then you are sent an a~nlication and asked to 

have three or four other listees write letters to the Social Regis ter Associa tion 

in New York. When these rave been carefully reviewed, they are disnatched by 

registered mail to an t:.nidentified advisor in the city where the annlicant resides. 

This advisor is bound to secrecy and known only to the Associa tion. If he -- or 

she -- anproves the credentials, the letters are sr:nt back to the Association, 

also by registered mail, and ~rked OK. Then an entry blank is sent to the 

a'O'Olicant. Natcrally, there are SOMe 'Oeople who don't Hant to be listed. John 

Hay Hhitney, for exaMnle, insisted that his name be removed becat:.se he crmsidered 

the Register a "travesty on democracy." 

The 19 78 Register has 1272 pa~es with about a qua~ter of a million list i ngs 

and sells to st:.bscribers for $35. Since the lis tees are aJ so st:.bscril:ers, that 

makes the Register somethinr; of a best-seller on 'Cublication. Possibly that is 

what motiva ted Malcolm S. Forbes of Forbes }!agazine to buy a c ontrolline; interest 

in the Association a few years ago. He nroceeded to simnlify the oneration, 

discontinuing all of the senarate city editions (New York, Bostr:n, 1tlashington, 

T •Philadelnhia, Chica~b, St • .uOUlS, Pi tts rcrgh, San Franc; seo, Ealt~_more, Cleveland, 

Cincinnati and Dayton, and Bt:.ffalo), and b ringing them all tog e ther in one [at 

volume in 1977. The nrice of the one volume ;_s a lot less than tree ~?50 nreviot:.sly 

charged for all of the senarate city editions. So as a bus:i_npss, the Social 

Register is potentially qt:.ite 'Orofitable. It sells a unique combination of 

prestige, snot apneal, and convenience to a lot of peonle from Palm Beach to 

Nob Hill -- who Hant all three at a reasonable price. 

The bi~ questi on , of course , is \.rho's in an:!. Hho's not. There are u3 du Pc; t~;, 

25 Rocke fellers, 68 Bidrlles, ?5 Auchinclosses, L5 Cabots, 17 Cad\-.)'alacters, 15 

Freylinght:.sens, and 6 Van:!.erbilts. These are the easily recognizable rich. But 
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there are also 10 Del ges of ST'1i ths, 6 na ges of Bro;.ms, 5 !1ar.:es of J oneses, but one 

lone Cohen. The Jewish names in the Rep,ister are, for the T'1 nst nart, assoc~ated 

with investment banking. Of course, Henry and Nancy are in. There are some clacks: 

Senator Brooke, £'or one, is in. But if the Register is nredominantl,v ~,jASP, it is 

beca,;se most of the old rich families are descerrled froM A r:1erica 's origina.l HASP 

settlers. That is history, not Dre,ludice. Afte r all, a lot of ~lASPS don't 

make it either. For examole, Cyrus Vance is in, but Bert Lance is not. Neither 

are the Texas Hunts, Stewar . Mott, Johnny Carson, or Truman Canote. 

Jackie Onass~s, of course, is in, and she has been for many years, but h ~r 

sister Princess Lee Radziwill is not. Phyllis Schlafly is in, but Betty Friedan 

is not, not because of Dolitics, b,;t because the Schlaflys are an old nrominent 

faMily in Illinois. Ethel Kennedy is listed, but J"1othp-r-in-law Rose Kennedy is 

not. Julie Eisenhm,rer is in, but Tricia Cox is not. Lynda Robb is listed, but 

sister Luci Nu~ent is not. Both the Gerald Fords and Ri chard Nixons a re in 

because the Re gister Cl!stororily lists all living ?residents and all livi ng "Jive s 

of death Presidents. There are ~ 8 Carter listings, but only one ref ers to t he 

Presidential f a mily. The President is lis t ed as Ja mes, not JirrtJlly. Br other S i ll.T, 

Miss Lillian and the rest are left out. But they can console themselves, for 

not even Frank Sinatra is in, nor is Bob :ione, Liberace, or J ohn 'Jayne. 

Very f(,"1 Itshow biz" celebrities have ever made the Register. In fact, 

Elizabeth Taylor' 5 r.arriage to John !:larner, ...ho was :o!"rnerly Married to Ca therine 

Mellon of the ::'i ttsbcrgh b2nking family, nroI11pted the Register to dr on him. 

However, if he is ever elected Senator, he will nrobably be reinstated since the 

Register lists a ll !'.S. Sena tors. olitically, th e Re gister is neutral. It lis t s 

35 Roosevelts as well as 28 Tafts. Conservative Hilliam F. Buckley, Jr., is 

listed along with liberal former New York FiClyor John V. Li nd s ay. Se r1.? tor Ba rry 



Goldwater is in, but for~or Governor Ronald Reagan is not. If that disapnoints 

you, take heart, for neither Nieman nor ~!arcus are in. 

The Russian nobility is renresented by frince Serge Belosselsky-Belozersky, 

Princess Alexis O'colensky, and a smattering of others \,li th exotic handles. But 

our televis ion royalty is not even renresented: no \1al ter Cronkite, or John 

Chancellor, or David Brinkley. Don I t even bother to look up Barbara vJal ters! 

Nor does the pulpit fare any better: no Billy Graham, or Norman Vincent Peale. 

And there is no Katherj_ne Henburn, although she played the typical Registerite 

in "The Ph"ladelphia Story." 

Malcolm S. Forbes, of course, is in. He was in before he bought into the 

Association. He \-Tent to Princeton arrl celongs to the }!ew York Yacht Club, Links, 

Racquet arrl Tennis Club, and the Essex Hunt Club. He is a bona fide Registerite, 

am that is probably Hhy the Association sold hiM the steck. He urrlerstands the 

Register for i-!hat it is: a high-class address book that maintains its social 

gla:lour am mystiqt:e More by Vlho it keens out than by who it lets in. Is that a 

way to run a business? You bet it isl 


