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ORGANIZATIONAL CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO
The Jewish Society of Americanists
held its f ir st organizational conference
in Chicago over the weekend of April
22-24. The conference, which convened
at the Ed gewater Beach Hotel, was at
tended by twemy·two invited guests) all
members of the new Jewish Society who
had been chosen from the gene ral mem
bership for leadership ·ahility as evi
denced by past activity in p olitical,
religious and communal affairs in their
local communities.
The purpose of the meet ing was to
give these Jewish conservatives an op
portunity to meet and talk with one
another, to choose permanent officers
for the JSA and to plan a program.
The schedule of events included
three p rivate me et,iogs in the conference
rooms of the hotel, a m ember ship lun
cheon and a public address by Mr.
Robert Welch in the main ballroom.
The weekend got off to an au spi cious
start with the first of the three private
conferences which was held for several
hours Friday evening . The i s s u e s
touched upon during the lively di cus
sian ranged from the potential threat to
minority groups posed by the liberal
statist philosophy to the persecution of
our. co-rel igionis ts living under Soviet
tyranny. H aving agreed on the general
principles and purposes to which the
JSA must dedicate itself, the Friday
ni g ht session was adjourned.
No o fficial meetings were held Sat
urday mor ni ng so that those desiring
to do so could attend Sabbath services
at nearby synagogues. The g roup met
once more for a kosher luncheon in a
private dining room of {he hotel after
which a brief talk was given by Miss
Georgia Gabor of Los Angeles, one of
the new officers of the JSA. Miss Gabor,
whose father was for two years between
,the world wars the Attorney General
of Hungary, lived through the Nazi

occupation, losing both her parents, and
herself being incarcerated in a Nazi
concentration camp. Miss whor also
managed to survive the horrors of the
Communists in Hungary following the
collapse of the Nazi regime. She and
her fellow inmates of the camp learned
what it meant to be ,jliberated" by the
Red Army whose promises of humane
treatment were stiH more humiliation,
torture, and slave labor for the remnams
of those who had suffered so horribly
under the barbarism of the Nazis. Miss
Gabor's talk strengthened our resolve
ro dedicate ourselves and our organiza
tion to the ultimate eradication of those
beasts in the Kremlin who have so ably
and efficiently replaced the Nazis.

Throughout Saturday afternoon, the
emire group met in conference to deter
mine the most desirable organizational
strUCture for the Society and to plan
specific programs to increase still fur
ther our steadily growing membership
and to carry our case to the general Jew
ish pub l ic. It was decided to issue an of
ficial statement as soon as possible indi
cating the reasons for the formation of
the JSA and outlining its basic prin
ciples and plans for the future. It was
also determined to clarify thc original
position of [he founder s of the organ
ization regarding membe rs hip require
ments which had heen widely misunder
stood in {he press, and to state once
again that regular membership in the
JSi\ is open TO all Jews who agree with
our principles and aims re gardless of
whether they bel ong to the John Hirch
So ciety and that supp o rting me mber
shi p is open to all non-Jews who wish
to join with us in tlie common struggle
for freedom. Having m apped out speci
fic plans for the month ahead and hav
ing determined the structure of the
organization, the meeting was adjourn
ed for a short but much needed rest

peri od preceding the evenin g's activity.
At 8 p.m. a crowd of 1,500 p ersons,
which had been asse m bl in g for more
than an hour in [he ballroom of th e
hotel, heard Mr. Robert Welch, Founder
of the John Birch Society, deliver a ma
jor address sponsored by the JSA en
titled "The Shape of Things to Come,"
a sobering look into the future which
the collectivists have planned for our
nation. In preliminary remarks Mr.
Welch discussed the JSA and problem s
the organization faces. "The Jewish So
ciety of Americanists," he st ated, "is a

wonderful organization and a wonder
ful idea. We all know that the Jews of
America have heen subjected to left
wing influences and pressures from
s ome of their top orga ni zat ions every
bit as much as the Protestams of Amer
ica have been subjected to the same
kind of influence from the National
Council of Churches, one of their top
organizations. You've got a ver y parallel
[he Jewish Society
situation lhere
of Americanists has a wonde rf ul pro
gram and ... may God prosper them
in all their plans."
We were, naturally, very grateful for
Mr. Welch's words of commcndation
and encouragement, for alth ou gh our
organizati on has no official ties to the
John Birch Society, we all admire rhe
leade rship and geniu s with wh ic h Mr.
Welch has created the largest, most ac
rive anti-Communist organization in
the country.
The next morning we all met for a
private breakfast and informal discus
sion with Mr. Welch, following which
we returned to the conference room for
our final sessiOll of the weekend. At this
session more immediate plans were
made for parti cula r projects to be car
ried out over the next few months and
permanent officers were chosen to lead
the JSA.
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JOIN THE JSAI
With this first issue of the jSA News
letter we are embarking on a program
which has long been hoped for by thou
sands of American jews. At lasr, a pub
lication in which the ideals of American
patriotism and the ideals of judaism
are united; a publication in which the
Torah-the Old T estament-marches
alongside the Declararion of Indepen
dence and the Co n s t i t u t i o n of the
United States; a publication in which
the ideals of political and economic
freedom developed by our Founding
Fathers are not considered old-fash
ioned, but the true wave of the future.
This, of course, is only the beginning,
but we expect to become a permanent
part of the American jewish scene and
we intend to become a clear and un
wavering voice in th American Jewish
C9mmunity. Our goal is to reach every
Jewish family in America with our
message of patriotism, anti-Commu
nism and freedom. To achieve that goal,
we shall need the support of patriots of
all religions.
The most practical way to help is to
join the JSA. Regular membe rship is
open to all Jews who share our prin
ciples; supporting membership is open
to all others who wish to join us in our
endeavors. Working together, and with
God's help, there is no doubt that we
shall succeed in turning back the tide of
collectivist tyranny and achieve a higher
level of individual freedom and human
happiness for all.

Left

to Right: Samuel L. Blumenfeld, Georgia Gobor, Roberl W.lch.

Seoted, Left to Rlgh,: Lillian AbrahCl'ms, Morlfy n Gold".In, Georgia Gabor, W. C. Se/omon. "r
row, Left to Right: MichCl'el Kogon, Leonord Glick, Leonard Go/dst.in, Jade Rou, 0,. Jos.p h Ka'I,
Se" Soena. Back row, Left to Right: Morlon Diomond, Herberl Elfmon, Samuel 1. Slumenfeld, Joseph
SIegel, Harry Abraham •. Not shown: Mr. and M", Charle, Horlmann, 10r.n Sml'h, M", Modaline
Baena.
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WHY THE JEWISH SOCIETY
OF AMERICANISTS?
The reasons for the formation of the
Jewish Society of Americanists re in
no way obscure and must be, in fact,
quite obvious to anyone familiar with
the many Jewish organizations in Our
country. By and large, these organiza
tions engage in useful and creative ac
ti v ities in their local communities, many
of them extending their humanitarian
efforts to aid needy Jews and non-Jews
in Israel and in countries all over the
globe. In addition to these laudable serv
ice groups, there are Jewish educational
and artistic associations which have
done much to devate the cul tural level
of the entire nation. There are, in faa,
active, thriving Jewish organiz'3.tions
working in virtually every field of social
endeavor - every field, that is, except
one! There is not now nor has there
been a major Jewish organization dedi:
caced to the ultimate destruction of
Communism and to the maintenance of
our free society here in America. Al
though the American Jewish commULl
ity is a la rgely urban group exposed to
the same "liberal" influences as all city
dwellers, there is a sizable percentage of
American Jews who are basically con
servative and who arc in search of an
org::lniz3tion in which they can fed at
home. Before the formation of the Tew
ish Society of Americanists, such a
i(roup simply did not exist. The JSA is,
then, the o n l y J e w i s h organization
which can be considered to be a part of
the raoidly growing Conservative Move
ment.
But, granting all this, the question is
still asked why is there any need fo r a
conservative group which is specifical
ly Jewish. With all the many conserva
tive JtfOUpS in America to which people
of all races and religions can belong,
why . must there be still another one to
crowd the politic 1 landscape?
For the answer to this question, we
must consider the nature of the Jewish
religion itself. We, as Jews, seek to pre
5erve oUr unique religious and cultural
heritage . The Jewish people have com
mon historica·1 memories, common mod
ern-day concerns, and most important of
all , a common relatinnship to the Crc
ator. These unique elements in Judai5m
which unite all who profess the faith
of Israel a r e precious to all committed
Jews. In order that these elements be
preserved, the people itself must not
dissolve: in a reli ious sense into the gen
eral population. The great p r omise

which America offers to all its citizens
is b sed on the peculia rly American
conviction that a llntion benefits not
from conformity to a collective: mass or
religious consensus but by diversity and
freedom for all groups to maintain their
separate identities. As one becomes a

better Jew, or Protestant, or CathoJic,
one also becomes a better American;
for the respective paths to Divine Truth
which these three faiths teach are all
within the f ramework of the national
religious sentiment. And why should

(Continu,d
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Chairman

Honorary Chairman
CHARLES J . BLOCH

JOSEPH SIEGEL

Macon, Geo rgia

Colorado Springs , Colorado

Mr. Bloch is a pnn ner in the law firm
of Bloch, Hall, Groover and Hawkins :lnd
is well known throughout the niltion as
a champion of the constiturional principle
of limited government, a position he has
defended in briefs argued before the
United States Supreme Court.
He is Pilst president of Congregation
Beth Israel and is an active leader of the
Jewish Co munity in Macon. His nilme
and accomplishments Me Jisced in Who's
Who In World Jewry.

Mr. Siegel, a former cattle rancher, is
a prominent businessman in Colorado
Springs and is well known as a leading
member of Congregation B'nai Israel and
dle Jewish community of his city. He is
Chairman of the Un ited Jewish Appeal
fund-raising drive in Colorada Springs and
was formerly Chairman of the Tsrael Bond
Saie::s Committee.
Mr. Siegel, who is a Reserve Officer in
{he United States Army (Ret.), is also
Americanism Chairman and Senior Vice
Comman er of his American Legion post.

Vice-Chairman
MICHAEL S. KOGAN

Vice-Chairman

New York, N. Y.

SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD

Mr. Kogan received his B.A. degree
with Honors in Religion and Philosophy
from Syracuse University in 1963. He
studied for one year at the Jewish Theo
logical Seminnry of America. He is now
working toward his Ph.D. degree at the
Columbia Uni\'ersity Graduate School of
Philosoph)'.
During his undergraduate years, Mr .
Kogan founded and led the Syracuse
Univers ity YOUtlg A mericans for Freedom
and served as Polit i cal Editor of thc
University magazine, Syracuse 10. He
joined the John Birch Socic:ty some three
years ago and has for the past yc:ar served
as a Chapter Leader. He is also a member
of the Exeeutive Board of the Columbia
Conservative Union, an activist anti·Com
munisr student association which he
founded.
Mr. Kogan is also affiliated with lIle
Studc:nt Struggle for Soviet Jewry, the
Jewish Welfare Board Associates and Con
gregation B'nai Jeshurun of New York .

Boston, Mass.
Mr. Blumen feld is well known in the
conservative movement as a writer and
lecturer. He has been associated with some
of New York's leading book publishers
and was editor of the:: Universal Library
of Grosset &. Dunlap for fi\' e years. In
the field of anti-Communist action, he
founded the American Committee for
France & Algeria and the American
Friends of Kat"anga. He is now Analysis
Editor of the Revie::w of the News, a
weekly news magazine published in Bel
mont, Mass.
Secretary-Treasurer
BEN BAENA
Bridgeport, Coon.
Mr. Baena is a well-known member of
the B ridgeport busincss community. He
is also a member of Congregation Rodeph
Sholem in Bridgeport and an active mem
ber of the John Birch Society.
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The following platform is a development of a statement of purposes
adopted by tbe National Advisory Council of the Jewish Society of Amer
icanists meeti1'g in Chicago, IllhlOis, April 22-24, 1966.
With humble gratitude to God who guided our forefathers to these
free shores, we of the Jewish Society of Americanists present this platform
to our co-religionists and fellow citizens in the hope that in promoting
adherance to these ten points we may to some degree hasten the day which
will witness the dawn of freedom for all mankind and the fulfillment of
the Biblical prophecy that "the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea."
So that this may come to pass speedily and in our days, we have
adopted the following principles:
I.
We affirm our faith in the God of our fathers, the Creator and
Sustainer of the world who has called the children of Israel to His service,
whose laws of righteousness are the foundation of our Jewish religion, and
who has raised up our American nation as a beacon light for freedom to
all the peoples of the earth.
2.
\'Ve pledge to promote the freedom and dignity of all men and we
proclaim our belief in this cardinal principle which must be the touch
stone of all humane civilization: the sanctity of the individual.

In affirming our commitment to God and our country, we look
to two great sources of morality and human enoblement: the first is our
Holy Scripture which God revealed to our prophets and sages in ancient
times. We believe that its message is as precious today as it was then and
that the precepts and injunctions found therein constitute a firm and sure
foundation upon which to build a better world.
3.

4.
The second is our Constitution, the cornerstone of our free coun
try and the fundamental source of justice and concord among our citi
zenry. It is this Constitution which stands between us and the unbridled
rule of the demagogically controlled mob which would sweep away all
those rights bequeathed to us by our founding fathers. The Constitution
with its limitations On government is the safeguard of our liberties; with
out it our freedoms perish. It must therefore be preserved and defended
against all attempts to circumvent, distort, or nullify it in order to meet
the imagined necessities of the moment.

\'Ve are unalterably opposed to all sea,tist and collectivist philos
ophies which hold that man is the servant of the state or social organism.
On the contrary, we believe that a society's only justification is the pro
tection it offers for the freedom and safety of its individual citizens
against the predatory criminal who may operate in and out of govern
ment. Since government has a monopoly on the use of force and tends to
attract the authoritarian personality who would use this force to exercise
his own whims, we shall be found in opposition to creeping governmental
incursions into the private lives of our citizens which have, in other lands,
proven to be the stepping stones to tyranny.
5.

) PLATFORM
rHE
)F AMERICANISTS
6. We shall undertake to perpetuate and promote the American
system of free enterprise which in t'he s'hort period of our country's exis
tence has made it t'he most industrially advanced and prosperous in t'he
'history of mankind. W'here t'his system 'has been weakened by govern
mental intervention and bureaucratic strangulation, it must be restored
to its former vigor by t'he cessation of such interference; w'here economic
freedom is threatened by new federal controls, these controls must be
- fought so that individual initiative may permit our people to secure what
ever level of economic betterment is in their abilities, talents and labors
to achieve.
7. We pledge to perservere in the struggle against the Communist
conspiracy and its allies and to spare no effort to bring about the defeat
and downfall of this incredible barbarism which, if victorious, would
loose upon the world a new dark age of tyranny and malevolence. These
forces are the enemies of our God and our country. They are, at this
moment, demonstrating by their relentless persecution of Russian Jewry
the fate they hold in store for all free men. To speak of "coexistence" with
these persecutors and mass murderers is to betray every action for freedom
which countless brave men have taken in the long history of mankind's
struggle for liberty. In the name of the God who wills that men be free, we
call upon all Americans to join with the growing anti-Communist move
ment to hasten the time when this cancer will be isolated and cut out so
that the organism of human society can be made whole and healthy once
agam.
8. We, whose ancestors felt the sting of slavery and oppression,
dedicate ourselves to the defense of this free land and to rekindle the
patriotic flame in the hearts of all Americans. If there is a holiness in the
concepts of freedom and human dignity, then this nation of ours is itself
holy, for these are our watchwords. May we be worthy of these high prin
ciples and of this blessed land to which we hereby pledge our loyalty and
our lives.
9. We shall give every aid and support to the American Conserva
tive Movement and its leaders. Its principles and beliefs, its hopes and vision
of the future are ours also. As Americans of the Jewish faith doubly dedi
cated to human liberty, we shall labor with free men everywhere to make
that great vision a greater -reality.
10. We pledge to bring the message of freedom as outlined in this
platform to our car religionists and to our fellow Americans of all faiths
whom we invite to join with us in this great undertaking. With confidence
in the inevitable triumph of Truth, we shall seek to educate and enlighten
in accordance with the principles herein contained.

-Adopted this twenty-fourth day of April, 1966,
by the JEWISH SOCIETY OF AMERICANISTS.
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Why the Jewish Society ...
(Continued from Page 3)
this not be so considering that the re
vealed truths of the Scripture serve as
the very foundation stones of the moral
convictions and high ideal.< of the na
tion.
We, as American Jews. ace dottbly
committed to these principles. Doth our
Amuican tradition and our Jewish her·
itage demand a fierce dedication to the
SanC(ilY and uniqueness of every human
heing and to that form of government
under which men can best achieve the
fnll fruits of their individual potentials.
Our reli gion teaches that God created
man in the Divine image and desires
that he live his life in dignity and
freedom. Our A me r i c a n tradition
reaches that in order for that high ideal
to be realized, government must be
carefully balanced and limited to such
an extent as to make it impossible for
. it to ever control the thoughts, words, Or
private deeds of its citizens.
When our Founding Fathers wrote
the Declaration of Independence, they
were echoing the injunction in Our
Book of Leviticus to "proclaim liberty
throughout the land, unto all the in
habitants thereof." It is no accident that
this same Biblical verse was cut into
t.he very symbol of free America-our
Liberty Bell. These .«ntiments are
etched as well on the hearts of all our

J.S.A. AND A.D.L.
During the few months since rhe
founding of the Jewish Society of Amer
icanists, Ollr young group has hecome
the ohject of an organized campaign of
smear and defamation spearheaded by
none other than th05e champions of free
speech and democracy, the Anti-Def
ama
. lion League. Unfortunately, several
other norma'lly responsible Jewish or
ganizations who are careless enough to
take the ADL's word 0' issues con
veniently labeled as relaring in some
way to l<anti Semitism," have followed
its lead and also joined in t.he attack.
Now, we have no ilHelHion of replying
in kind to the ADL; we leave the defa
mation to them since they are obviously
expert practitioners of that black art.
We cannot, however, keep silent when
spokesmen for the "freedom loving"
ADL challenge our right to be Jews
and conservati ves at the same time.
These same people seem to have no ob
jections when leading officials of their

citizens, and as American Jews we
know that they spring from two sources
which we hold so dear. Our Holy Bible
has laid down the principles hy which
man ought to live; our Constitution
has given us the framework by means
of which we have translated these prin
ciples into the reality of this free land.
It is, then, both as Americans and as
Jews that we take onr stand aga·inst the
tyrannies of this earth and against all
forces which corrode the human spirit
by denying the free development of
each man's potential. And it is both as
Americans and Jews-as Jewish Amer
icanists-that we take our stand for
freedom and dedicate ourselves to its
maintenance and further pursuit. This
is the eternal quest laid down for us
by our Creator. The Prophet Isaiah ad
monishes us today' when he cries out
in the words of the Lord: "Is not this
the fast that I have chosen, t.o loose the
feHers of wickedness, to undo the bands
of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go
free ... ?" How can we as Jews ignore
that cry? The children of Israel have
been gi ven a Divine commission to be
witnesses in the world to God's truths.
Can we then sit back and pretend not
t.o hear or see while half the world is
engulfed by as cruel a tyranny as rhe
world has ever known? As Jews, we
cannot write off those millions already
enslaved, nor can we be \villing to yield
one more hwnan soul to be violated
own organization hold prominent posi
tions in lef.t wing movements and causes.
For example, Dory Schary, the Na
tional Chairman of the Anti-Defamation
League is an habitual signer of petitions
and newspaper ads which can at best be
called politically questionable. He is
listed on the National Board of the
Americans for Democr:uic Action, the
leftist lobby group well known for its
socialist, internationalist program. Mr.
Schary also appears as a Sponsor of rhe
National Committee for a Sane Nuclear
Policy, an infamous front for forces
working for a disarmed America and
an all-powerful U.N. In addition, Mr.
Schary is on the National Advisory
Board of rhe United World Federalists.
a group which has for years advocated
the dissolution of our sovereign nation
and the csrablishmcnr of an omnipotent
world government which would direct
the lives of our citizens. Add to all this
Mr. Schary's punicipation as Master of
Ceremonies in the "Stars Salute to Free
dom" which took placc on June 5, 1966,
to raise funds for the Student Non-
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and twisted by the evil of Communism.
Vle must realize that if as Americans
and as Jews we are doubly dedicated,
we are also donbly threatened. 'For the
forces which seek to destroy our nation
are precisely the same forces which are
already preying on our co-religionists
living in the 'Soviet Union. \Ve Amer
ican Jews must raise a cry so 10u4 and
long that. the world will not be able to
ignore it-a cry of protest, of outrage,
and of disgust that such persecution
can exist today, twenty year.e:; after the
horrors of Nazism were exposed ro an
unbdieving world. It must be obvious
that as long as we have a government
in Washingt.on dedicated t.o placating
and soothing the feelings of the Krem
lin rulers, there is l ittle hope that Rus
sia's Jews will be able to leave the
Soviet Union or be free of oppression.
In a very real sense, then, the fUlLlre of
the oppressed Jews of Russia rests with
the American Conservative Movement
which, if and when we succeed in our
aims, will rededicate our nation to its
hist.oric role of strengthening and ex
tending freedom all over the world. It
is, then, to this Conservative Movement
which is the world's best hope for the
future of freedom, chat we dedicate our
selves. We do so as Jewish Americanists,
recipients of a double heritage of free
dom and as children of a Divine Father
who wills that all men live in dignity.

Mt.CHAEL S. KOCAN
Viole n t C o o r d i n a t i n g Committee
(SNCC), specialists in the instigaLion
of riots and civil turmoil throughout the
land, and we have only a small sampling
of a rccord of which any dedicated left
wing activist could be proud.
Now, we do not challenge Mr. Scha
ry's right to be a left-winger and a Jew
ish American at the same time. We do
'luestion hjs wisdom and we certainly
disagree with his position on all these
issues. Dut we would be the last to
threaten our free society by challenging
his right to hold whatever positions he
wishes, so long as his activities do nOt
violate the laws of the United States.
However, il is difficult for LIS to lIn
derstand how t.he ADL can find noth
ing ob i ectionable in its national chair
man's associations while at ( he same
time it denounces us for heing Jewish
conservatives. 1£ is obviously perfecdy
permissible, acco rding to the ADL, to
be a leftist and a Jew, but it is forbidden
for a Jewish American to be a member

(Continued on Page 8)

Ever since the formation of the lSA
was made

public

through

the

lohn

Society Bulletin of February,
1966, and the subsequent press confer

Birch

ence in New York, we have been It'ter
ally deluged with letters from good pa
triots of all religions from all parts of
the country. We can only quote from a
few of these letters which reveal so
clearly the basic good will that ex£stJ
among all patriots for each other, 1'e
gardless of their ethnic, racial or reli
gious background. Because we have not
had time to get permission from the
writers to print their full names, we
m'e giving their £nitials only:

Dear Mr. Kogan:
May I commend you and your fel
low members for the courage and dedi
cation you have shown in forming your
new organization. I shall do all I can
to help publicize your movement. I feel
that your group is one of the most im
portant ever started and will indeed go
a long way toward creating under
standing.
My hat is off to pure courage. If this
country is to he saved it will be done
by your group, along with the very
courageous Negro patriots under the
guidance of the greatest patriot of us
all, Robert Welch.
Keep 'your chins up and don't ever
let anyone discourage you. For God and
country,
G.H., Hattiesburg, Miss.
Dear Sirs:
I should like to extend my thanks,
compliments and best wishes to you
for your establishment of the jewish
Society of Americanists.I sincerely hope
you are not troubled by miscellaneous
phone calls, bomb threats, etc., from the
"Iove-mongers "-who just get pushed
all our of shape when someone counters

what they are doing - by doing what
they say they are doing. As Mr. Welch

has pointed out-and I'm nov.' sure iL
is true-there is a great fund of good
wi II among the various groups of peo
ple, or rather, among the majority of
individuals of these groups, which was
God's will to create in minor rcspects
different from one another. AnJ I be
lieve there is currently in motion a great
ground-swell among these people to
form an informal «united front" against
the more and more widely recognized

common oppressor - Government 
wherein the ruthless, the cynical, the
materialistic, the d e c e i t f u l a n d the
power-hungry seem to have migrated.
And wherein all races, classes and na
tionalities are amply represented. I
mighr add.
Again, thanks for your fine and un
ceasing efforts toward less government,
more responsibility and a better world.
D. W., Torrance, Calif.
Gentlemen:
Today the culmination of the last
year and a half of dreams materialized
into reality. I have written the John
Birch Society a few times via the
MMM's ro get me in touch wirh some
Jewish members of the Society. Now
that an organization has been formed
I am most delighted. I had been read
ing in jewish papers, especially rhe ADL
Bulletin, how anti-Semitic the JBS was.
When I came our to college here I dis
covered that there were members of
JBS and narurally I wanted to "get rhe
goods on them." Of course, I found out
rhat rhe ADL had been lying, thar rhese
people were the most decent Americans
and Christians I have ever met... .
M.S., Angola, Indiana
Gentlemen:
As an American, a member of the
john Birch Sociery, and rherefore a free
man, I com mend you on the organiza
tion of your Society. Propagandists of
the far left, their souls and minds cor
roded into the "correct" shape by the
acid of Communist indoctrination, have
tried to convince the world that modern
American political-economic conserva
tism is nothing more or less than re
gurgitated Fascism-these liberals are
so far gone in hate as to be unahle ro

report tbe actual facts tlHt the Nazi
Fascist-Statist philosophy is a Commu
nist one.Thev will not admit that Nfus
solini was a' leader of the Italian So
cialist Parry, rhat Adolf Hitler was well
iLldoctrinated with Red revolutionary
doctrines in both pre-war Vienna and
post-war Munich, rhar Oswald Mosley
was a lefr-liberal Labourire, rhe darling
of Beatrice Webb and Bernard Shaw,
or that Alexander Raven Thomson, the
so-called philosopher of the Brirish
Union of Fascists, had been a member
of the Communist parry. Or rhar almosr
all top Nazis had Socialist-Communist
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ideals, especially Goebbels and Rosen
herg--or that there is evidence that Ro
senberg tried to join the Bolsheviks in
1917. Or rhat rhe American pro-Fascist,
Lawrence Dennis, in his books---c;"spe
cially The Dynamics of War and Revo
lution-praised Nazi Germany and.;So
viet Russia as having the same kind of
Socialist government! . .
With all my prayers and best wishes,
I remain
G.W., Cincinnati, Ohio
Dear Sir:
It was with the feeling of one whose
desire, hope and faith that the Amer
ican dream is based on a sound under
standing of mankind has been vindi
cared thar I read the jewish Society of
Americanists had been formed in New
York City.
This proves there exists in every seg
ment of our citizens a hard core of in
dividuals who mean it when they say a
human being has certain
unalienable
.
rights endowed by rhe Crearor, and also
rhe righr to walk wirh such digniry as
each has earned by his or her effort to
live as God inrended we should....
j.G., Gloucester Ciry, N.j.
Gentlemen:
I can'r begin to rell you how happy
I was to hear abour your group. My
grandparents came [rom Iraly but I al
ways felr very close to the jewish peo
ple as my mother did before me .... I
am unable to find any more words to
express my admiration for your group,
So I will end by saying Goel bless you
all.

A.D.P., Nesconset, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Kogan:
Congrarulations!
We are delighred
to learn of the formarion of rhe jewish
Society of Americanists. It has been
sorely needed to encourage our Jewish
fellow AmcricallS of the part they can
play in ridding our country and the
world of the Communist criminals and
disprove the wild charges of anti-Sem
itism .spread most often by ADL ....
Our prayers are with you. From an
Irish Catholic and a Protestant English
man, fellow members of the john Birch
Society, fellow Americans, and fellow
children of God.
Mr. and Mrs. D.W.
,
Portland, Conn.

Jewish Society of Americanists
140 Claremont Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10027
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J. S. A. and A. D. L.
(Contintld from Pag' 6)
of the conservative movement. This is
certainly a cudous position for a group
such as the ADL to take. It is also a
highly intolerant position which poses a
very real threat to the free exchange of
ideas within the Jewish community.
Happily, however, most Jews cherish
their heritage of freedom and they will
not join the ADL in defaming p triotic
Jewish conservatives. More -and morl!
Jewish leaders are, in fact, becoming
disgusted with the smear techniques of
the ADL. Recently, a sermon was de·
livered by Rabbi Baruch Korff, of Can·
gregation Agudath Achim, in Taunton,
Mass., which dealt w ith this crucial sub
ject. The rabbi, who is certainly not a
member of any conservative organiza
tion and is probably not even in sym·
pathy with the conservative movement,
nevertheless struck an important blow
for freedom of ex pression when he said:
"There is room in our s piritual and
ethnic mansions for rightists as much
as for leftists; for conservatives as much
as for liberals. As a matter of fact we
have been plagued much too long by
the so·called leftists and the Soviet apol.
ogists in our midst. Too m'::l:ny Arner·
ieans have in recent years substituted
the social action fad for religion, with
communism, atheism and anarchy stalk·
ing in the background."
We of the Jewish S oc i ety of Amer·
icanists agree with the rabbi and we
demand the right enjoyed by our fellow
Americans of other creeds to be both
faithful followers of our Jewish religion
and dedicated workers for the conserva·
tive cause. We do not challenge thc

JSA DESIGNATES
JEWISH SOCIETY OF
AMERICANISTS

REGIONAL D IRECTORS
AND OTHER OFFICERS

PURPOSES
We American Jews join together,
for God and our country, (1) to pro·
mote individual freedom and the
concept of limited government by
upholding the principles of our Con·
stitution as conceived by our Found·
ing Fathers; (2) to affirm our faith
in an eternal God and His Ten Com·
mandments; (3) to oppose all forms
of statism and collectivism which
foster tyronnical government; (4) to
oppose Communism, since it is anti
God and anti.man; (5) to preserve
the American free enterprise system
on which our nation's strength and
well.being are based.

right of liberal Jews to act as they see
fit, but we do ask that they uphold our
right of free expression just as we
are prepar,," to protect theirs.

The following Regional Directors
have been designated by the JSA:
West Coast-Herbert Elfman of Los
Angeles, California.
Midwest (North) - Leonard Gold·
stein of Watervliet, Michigan.
Midwest (South)-Charles J. Hart
mann of St. Louis, Missouri.
Other regional positions will be filled
in due time.
Miss Georgia Gabor of Los Angeles,
California, has been designated Chair
man of the JSA Program Committee.
Miss Gabor, who has been married and
has rai<ed a son and daughter, obtained
her AA Degree from Los Angel"" City
College ond is curr ently working for a
Tlachelor's degree in Mathematics at
UCLA. She is an active member of the
John B irch Society and head of the
UCLA TACT Committee.
As of September 1, Mrs. Mildred
Kaplan of Port Jervis, New York, will
assume the position of Secretary. Mrs.
Kaplan is Secretary of the Decrpark.
Port Jervis Conservative Party Club
and Chairman of OUR (Oppose Urban
Renewal), a local citizens committee
fighting for the rights of property own·
ers. Mrs. Kaplan is also an -active mem
ber of Temple Beth EI and has served
as Secretary of the congregation. At
present, she is Treasurer of the Port
Jervis chapter of Hadassah.
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Proclaim liberty [hroughom the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.
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JSA PROGRESS REPORT
The summer of 1966 was a period
of steady growrh and const,lIlt Jctivity
for the young "Jewish Society of Amer
icanists. During the months of July and
August, an unexpectedly heavy tide of
mail flowed into our offices in New
'
York City. Hundreds of membership
applications, dues payments, contribu
lions, and orders for literature poured
in at so fast a rate that we often fell
behind in responding to all the in
quiries. The happy state of confusion
caused by this overwhelming response
was soon dispelled, however, and some·
how we managed to answer every piece
of mail we received. The initial print.
ing of several thousand Newsletters and
Statements of Principles proved, to our

obliged to launch special programs to
handle their particular needs. Notable
progress was made in recruiting Jewish
docrors, businessmen: and law enforce
ment officers, and in some areas, col
lege students who brought a special en
thusiasm to our ranks. A growing num
ber of lawyers have contacted us and
we know ,hat ,hey will be of invaluable
service in spreading our message among
members of their profession. In addi
tion, we were most pleased to welcome
as supponing members many non-Jew
ish friends who wished to help u, in
our efforts.

Mr. Michael S. Kogan, who appeared
on ABC Television and WTAQ Raclio.
These programs, originating in Chicago
were carried to audiences in Illinois as
well as -several neighboring stares. Our
(Contin"ed on Page 10)

mittee will, of course, also be active in
opposing lefr-wing attempts to regiment
and control the free practice of medi
cine in our country and will endeavor
to mohilize other members of their pro
fession in the fight against federal im
position and restrictive legislation.
The Chairman of the DoctOrs' Com
mittee is Dr. Barney Finkel oE St. Louis,
Missouri. Dr. Finkel is indeed a prom
inent member of his profession. He is

pieces of literature to members and
friends and had recei ved sufficient con
tributions and membership dues to en
able us to expand our mailing list and
to increase the size of our next News
letter.

tives but who were in total agreement
with our beliefs and principles as out
lined in the JSA Chicago Platform pub
lished in the July-August Newsletter.
This awakening of people previously
uncommitted was one of the most hean
ening results of this summer s efforts.
Various professional groups respond
ed eagerly to OUr materials and we were

the public at large. The West Coast
was the scene of intense activity as was
,he Chicago area where Mr. Leonard
Glick,' our Illinois representative, was
interviewed au the radio, followed sev
eral days later by our Vice-Chairman,

DOCTORS COMMITTEE FORMED

delight, to be woefully inadequate and
we wefe forced to go to press again at
the end of July so as to be able to fill
the many orders which kept coming in
from all over the country. By the end
of August, our records showed that we
had mailed nearly t e n t h o u s a n cl

By way of experiment, several satura
tion mai1ings were sent out to Jewish
communities in various sections of the
country and we soon found ourselves
in touch with people who had never
considered themselves to be Conserva

While all this was going on a' our
home office, our representatives were
out in the field presenting our views to

Dr. Borney Finkel of St. Loui •.
Choirman of the new JSA Doctors Committee

We are most pleased ro announce the
formation of a new committee made
up entirely of physicians who have
joined the Jewish Society of American
ists. The medical profession has been
most responsive to our program and
many of our most active members are
doctors. Several of these medical men
have formed the new committee in an
effort to recruit an even larger number
of physicians into our ranks. The com-

at present a Vice-Chairman of the
Southern Medical Association, State
and District Chairman of the American
Association of Physicians and Surgeons,
a member of the Board of Directors of
the Missouri Academy of General Prac
ticel and past President oE the St. Louis
Academy of General Practice.
The Vice-Chairm,m of the Doctors'
committee is Dr. Harlan Sindell of
Hollywood, Florida. Dr. Sindell has
recently been chosen as one of the five
Florida delegates to [he national con
vention of the Association of Physicians
and Surgeons. He is a member of the
American Medical Association and the
(Continued on Page 10)
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The JSA Newsletter is published bi
monthly for the membership of the Jew
ish Society of Americanists. The costs of
publishing this Newsletter are partially
met by the members' dues and partially
through voluntary donations. Should any
non-member desire to be placed on the
Newsletter's mailing list, we shall be glad
to do so. Donations are invited in any
amount-gl.OO [0 $1,OOO-as the means
of expanding the work and impact of the
Jewish Society of Americanists. Please ad
dress all inquiries to: Jewish Society of
Amerieanists, 140 Claremont Avenu e,
New York, N.Y. 10027.
Additional copies. postpaid, to one ad
dress : Single copy, 25 cents; 5 for $1.00;
25 or more, 15 cents each.
The original Statement of Principles of
the JSA, which was first published in
the February, 1966, Bulletin of The John
Birch Society, is now avail:tble in pam
phlet form: 20 for $1.00.

EDITon I AL .. .
NO CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARDI
During the past summer, Americans
have been treated to countless news
paper stories of riots and disorders from
one end of our once-peaceful nation to
the other. Chicago, New York, Cleve
land, Atlanta .... the list of cities under
siege goes on and on. In each area, how
ever, the worried citizen has been able
to look to one dedicared group of men
for protection against the lawless loot
ing mobs streaming through the streets.
These men, sworn to defend the peace
and order of our land are our nation's
local police forces. One might logically
expect that in such a time of growing
turmoil, citizens throughout the nation
would 'be rallying to the support of their
police who daily risk their own lives to
protect the lives and property of our
people. While it is true that the slogan
"Support Your Local Police" has be
come a familiar one in most sections of
our country, there has gone up at the
same time another cry which is echoed
over and over in the press by a strange
coalition of extreme left-wing forces
and supposedly responsible organiza
tions. The cry is "Police Brutality!",
and the remedy for all the imagined ills
covered by this slogan is the "Civilian
Review Board."
In New York City where the issue of
such a board will be decided by the
voters this November, we have heard
all the classlc arguments for civilian
reView which have been put forward

OFFICERS OF THE JEWISH SOCIETY OF AMERICANISTS
Honorary Chairman

Chairman

CHARLES j. BLOCH

JOSEPH SIEGEL

Macon, Georgia

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Mr. Bloch is a partner in the law firm
of Bloch, Hall, Groover and Hawkins and
is well known throughout the na"tion as
a champion o( rhe constiturional principle
of limited government, a position he has
defended in briefs argued before the
United States Supreme Court.
He is past president of Congregation
Beth Israel and is an aetive leader of the
Jewish Community in Macon. His name
and accomplishments are listed in Who's
Who In World j,wry.

Mr. Siegel, a former cattle rancher, IS
prominent businessman in Colorado
a
Springs and lS well known as a leadiog
member of Congregation B'nai Israel aQd
the Jewish community of his city. Helll is
Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal
fund-raising drive in Colorada Springs and
was formerly Chairman of the Israel Bond
Sales Committee.
Mr. Siegel, who is a Reserve Officer i n
the United States Army (Ret.), i s also
Americanism Chairman and Senior Vice
Commander of his American Legion post.

Vice-Chairman

Vi ce-Chairman

MICHAEL S. KOGAN

SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD

New York City, New York
Mr. Kogan received his B.A. Degree
with Honors in Religion and Philosophy
from Syracuse University in 196 3. He
studied for one yeM at the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary of America. He is now
working toward his Ph,D, Degree at tbe
Columbia University Graduate School of
Philosophy"
During his undergr::lduate years, Mr.
Kogan founded and led the Syracuse Uni
versity Young Americans for Freedom and
served as Politic;'!\ Editor of the Univer5i
ty magazine, "Syracuse 10." He is a John
Birch Society Chapter U:::lder and a Di
rector of the Columbia Uni ....ersity Con
servative Union.
Mr. Kogan i. also affiliated ".. ith the
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry, the
Jewish Welfarc Board Associates and Con_
gregation B'nai Jeshurun of New York.

Chairman, Doctors' Comminee
BARNEY FINKEL, M.D.

Boston, Mass.

Mr. llIumenfdd is well known in the
conservative movement as a writer and
lecturer. He has been associated with some
of New York's leading book publishers
and was editor of the Universal Library
of Grosset & Dunlap for five years. In
the field of anti-Communist anion, he
founded the American Committee for
France & Algeria and the American
Friends of Katanga. He is now Analysis
Editor of the Review of the News, a
weekly news magazine published in Bel
mont, Mass.
Treasurer
BEN BAENA
Bridgeport, Conn.
Mr. Baena is a well-known member of
the Bridgeport business community. He
is also a member of Congregation Rodeph
Sholcm in Bridgeport and an active mem
ber of the John Birch Society.

St. Louis, Missouri
Dr. Finkel has long been act ive in med·
ical as well as conservati ....e affairs. He is
Vice-Chairman of rhe Southern Medical
Association, Missouri Stelle Chairrn<ln of
the American Association of Physicians
and Surgeons, and a D irector of the Mis.
somi Academy of General Practice. He
..
serves as Editor of "News :Uld Vie....s."
the ollicia\ organ of thc SI. Louis Acade·
mv of General Practice of ,..
'hich he is
pa'st-Presidem and is Chairma n of the
Publication Committee of the "Missouri
F;unily Doctor," a state medical journ<tJ.

Secretary
MRS. MILDRED KAPLAN
Pore Jervis, Ncw York
Mrs. Kaplan is Secretary of the Deer
park.Port Jervis Conservative Party Club
and Chairman of OUR (Oppose: Urhan
Renew:.!), a local citizens committee fight_
ing for the riglus of property owners. Mrs.
Kaplan is also an active member of Telll
pic Beth EI and has served as Secretary
of the congregation. At present, she is
Treas urer of the Port Jervis Chapter of
H dassab.
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A NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
L'Shonah Tovah! May the New Year
bring you all of the best - health, hap
piness, and prosperity.
This New YearI more than ever be
fore, we American Jews must resolve to
live our lives so as to demonstrate al
ways OUr deep, heartfelt and abiding
gratitude, and unquestioned, total loy
alty to this wonderful land which has
always afforded our people so very
much of the good life.
Perhaps it may be said, a bit ironical
ly, that today we live in an era of crisis
punctuated only by an occasional catas
[raphe. Beset as America is in this hour
of trial, with military conflict without
and turmoil within, we must now show

to expect instant prosperity, and instant
success - the total result - all without
effort.
The average American now works
approximately seven days of each month
to carry his Federal tax burden, needed
to provide excess tax dollars, many of
which are spent in this fallacious and
damaging program of "womb-to-tomb"
welfarism, or indiscriminate foreign aid
hand-oilts,
even
to
acknowledged
enemy countries.
Through the employment of violence,
defiance of the law, and what often

a renewed patriotic devGtion to our
country and a willingness to act to pre
serve its freedom. I would urge a more
widespread Jewish pa nicipa ti on in such
bona ficle and active patriotic organiza
tions as the American Legion and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars.
In an oft-repeated Jewish Sabbath
prayer, we ask: "God grant us peace,
Thy most precious gift." This does not
envisage the doctrine of peace at any
price; for indeed, it has been proven
that peace is only for those who are
strong enough to keep it.
Our country was founded by the
bold, and it cannOl be mainlained by
the dmid. We Jews who are fortunate
enough to be Americans must make
ourselves be heard and be counted. We
caonot depend on {he perpetuation of
our freedoms> unless we are willing [Q
become personally involved and to ac
tively defend them.
Right now, we must take a search
ing look and a positive new stand on
several critical issues. For three decades
many of u, Jews have automatically
heeded the siren song of the ultra-liberal
political philosophy which has created
. the greatest centralization of bureau
cratic government power and the most
dangerous erosion of OUr individual
freedoms in the history of our country.
For many of us, therefore, this may
mean a difficult, perhaps somewhat
agonizing, reappraisal of our positions
and values; bue it cannot be done too
SOOO, for the hour is late, and the need
is very great.
We are being led into socialism by
seduction, with the ever-growing Fed
eral government bureaucracy offering
promises of ccpie in the sky" for every
one to insure their own selfish political
perpetuity. Thus, people have learned

Joteph Siegel, Chairman of JSA

amonnts to 4uasi-anarchy, great civil
wrongs are being committed, largely
with impunity, in the worthy and com
mendable cause of civil rights.
Great nl!mbers of American youths
are today being sacrificed in ground
combat in Asia, a Course against which
we have been repeatedly warned by the
late Gen. Arthur McArthur and other
military experts. The continued pursuit
of OUr "no win" policy prevents the
effective use of our great aerial superior
ity to bring the VicUlam War to a fast,
victorious close.
Our Navy and Coast Guard con
tinue to patrol the waters of Castro's
island, thus preventing thc liberation by
native anti-Communist forces, of this
daogerously close Red bastion.
If, as seems imminent at this time,
the Un ited Nations will soon vote ad
mittance to aggressive, bellicose, law
defiant Red China - should Mao Tse
Tung deign to accept it - this would
appear to be a furthe r appeasement and
retreat in the face of the Communists'
declared determination to dominate the
world. A continuation of our almost
unilateralty massive financial support,
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and perhaps even participation of any
sort, in such a deterior:ued and degen
erated United Nations, would be an
abject surrender of OUr principles, and
would only encourage further Com
munist aggression.
,
The same evil force< of Godless lYlarx
ism that threaten our nation's welfare,
menace also the very substance 0'£ all
religions; thus it behooves us to realize
that the nuances and trappings of var
ious religious faiths and their differ
ences in name and customs are, at this
time, less important than the basic
moralities which we all hold in com
mon.
A number of controversial and dam
aging decisions of the Earl Warren
Supreme COUrt have worked to coddle
criminals, hamstring the police, and
generally victimize the law-abiding
elements of society.
A new, twisted, unpatriotic philoso
phy has manifeSted itself in our land,
with unbathed beatniks and disloyal
Vierniks engaging io weekend fire
works di'plays involving draft cards
and Bibles.
Despite all of the above-listed (and
many other) problems, our form of
government is undoubtedly the greatest
yet devised by the mind of man - as
long as we confine it within the frame
work of the Constitution.
Let each of us regularly express OUr
grass roots feelings on all of these vital
issues by correspondence to our elected
representatives in Washington. We
must remain ever-vigilant and informed
ourselves, and be willing to be per
sonally involved; for no less than this
is thc price of liberty. It has been truly
saiel tha t evil triumphs when good men
do nothing.
Amazingly, Communist objectives
are being attained most effectively in
the United States, not be a few evil
persons, through illegal means, but by
the vote of the political majority. Let
us work for the candidates pledged to
the right causes, and never fail to use
OUt ballot.
We ml1st win; for surely, socialism
CJn work only in Heaven where they
don't need it, or in Hades where lhey
already h ave it!
]. A. SIEGAL, Chairman
P.S.-The JSA would heartily welcome,
as members , any readers who will heed
the call to joi n with us in taking an
active stand, as Jews, in helping to pre·
serve au r American Republic. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE

A STUDY IN COMML

BY MICHAE
We of the American antL Communlst
movement have by now become quite
:lccustomed to the various myths con
jured up by the Liherals for presenta
tion to the American public as descrip
tive of events and trends behind the
Iron Curtain. One of the most persis
tent of these daydreams might be en

titled IIrhe evolution of the revolution"
myth. In it, we learn that the Com
munists are no longer their nasty old
selves but that they have evolved social
ly and politically to a point where free
dom is becoming more and more evi
dent in all phases of Soviet life. Ever
since the death of Stalin, we are tdd,
the Soviet Union has been undergoing
major changes for the better and it is
oilly a matter of time before the United
States and the Soviet Union come to
gether in a grand alliance against the
"danger" of Red Chilla which threat

ellS to destroy our great cities with a
push of a button (a button which will,
presumably, send thousands of H-bombs
winging our way an the backs of
Chinese dragons, since there is not a
single plane in China capable of trans
portinK the smallest of their atomic
devices).
All this is not as absurd as it sounds.
The American people are being con
stantly harrangued by the Liberal
spokesmen of the "Russia-is-changing"
sehoul of thought, and unless we can
offer solid evidence to refute this view,
it is to be expected that this campaign
of misinformation will meet with some
degree of success. We do, of course,
have such evidence, and this Newsletter

would be insufficient to hold even a
fraction of the index of such a study of
contemporary Soviet barbarism. The
plain fact is that the Communist threat
today is far greater than ever before
because the Soviets have greatly in
creased theif military strength without
having abandoned a single tenet of their
twisted philosophy or having altered
to any significant degree the terrorist
tactics which they have always em
ployed to impose their will on the hap
less subjects of their Socialist Empire.
There are numerous cases which could
be cited in demonstration of these re

marks. But, because we are of the Jewish

faith, the plight of our co-religionists in
the Soviet Union is especially appalling
to us and seems to belie most com
pletely the view tha·t Communism has
changed or can change in its basic view
that human life is expendable and hu
man freedom, impossible.
A HISTORY Of OPPRESSION

It would be historically incorrect to
treat present-day Soviet persecution of
Jews as a recent development. It is
merely the latest manifestation of a
policy which has been quite evident
ever since the Comm unists smashed
their way to power in 1917. As a mat
ter of fact, tbe pre-revolutionary situa
tion of Russian Jewry was, itself, far
from ideal. The period of Tsarist rule
IS
replete with incidents of anti
Jewish agitation, which created in the
Russian Jev,,'ish community a growing
sense of insecurity. In addition, under
the Tsarist system, Jews did not have
the same rights and privileges accorded
the citizenry in general. These difficult

conditions prompted many Jews to
leave Russia in search of greater free
dom in America and Western Europe.
Also, during this period, many Russian
Jews were drawn into the revolutionary
movement, helieving that the Tsarist
regime was basically the cause of the

inequities in Russian life. The tragedy
is that many of those who worked to
create a Western-style parliamentary
regime in Russia became the unwitting

dupes of the Bolshevik conspirators who
promised the people freedom and dig
nity but instead imposed upon the
country a tyranny far more brutal and
oppressive than anything which had
preceded it.
The Bolshevik revolution demolished
the middle-class facade of moderate So
cialism erected hy the Kerensky gov
ernment which had brought down the
monarchy. Overnight, whatever hopes
and visions of a bener life the Russian
people might have had were swept
away in a tidal wave of atrocities and
mass murder such as the country had
never seen. Russia's new Soviet masters
wasted no time in destroying any ele
ments whose individualism or love of
freedom could pose a threat to the new
4

order. The Jews were among the first
to be attacked. Even while the Red
Armies were still fighting the rem'nants
of the anti-Communist forces, they
found time to stop at Yeshivas (Jewish
seminaries), line up the teache·rs and
students against the nearest wall, and
shoot them down in the name of "scien
tific atheism." There is no way of know
ing just how many Jewish rabbis, schol
J-rs, and students died in this perfunc

tory manner, but by the time the Bol
sheviks had established themselves
firmly in power, countless numbers of
Jewish educational institutions had been
closed and the study of Hebrew, the
holy language of the Bible and of Jew
ish prayer, forbidden.

A general policy of persecution was
practiced by the Soviets against all re
ligioU5 between 1917 and 1939. It is
estimated that during these years, two
thirds of the nation's clergy were liqui
dated and virtually every convent and
monastery in the coumry closed. How
ever, the government, fearing that a
general closing of all churches and

synagogues at once would cause a na
tion-wide uprising of the people, al
lowed a small percentage of them to
remain open and contented itself with
intimidation of anyone so "unprogres

sive" as to dare to atte.nd religious ser
vices.
At the end of the nineteen thirties,

the Stalinist purges swept through the
Soviet ruling circles. The Russian peo
ple, too, were made to feel the wrath
of this monstrous dictator. Saving his
greatest fury for the Russian Jews,
Sralin assumed personal direction of the
government's
antj Jewish
campaIgn.
The persecutions increased, aiming not

only at religious observance but also at
Jewish cultural expression. There were
mass closures of publishing houses,
newspapers, and periodicals which con
tinued until Stalin's erstwhile ally,
Adolf Hitler, attacked Russia and dis
tracted the Soviet government from its
plan to completely destroy what little
remained of Jewish cultural life.
No sooner had the war ended than
the persecutions began anew and with

a new intensity, The situation became
more and more intolerable until one

RUSSIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY
IST BARBARISM
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horror-filled night in 194R, when every
prominent Jewish cultural and intdlec
tllal leader in the Soviet Union was
arreseed by the secret police. These men
met the same fate which the Commu
nists had meted out to so many millions
who demanded their right to live as
free men under God. The arrest< of the
Jewish cultural leaders was followed by
the closing of every single Jewish pub
lication in Russia. Those few Jewish
schools which remained from before the
wac were also closed down as were :\11
Jewish theaters. The reign of terror can·
tinued until virtually every Jewish
communal and religiOUS leader was
dead or in prison, and organized Jewish
life lay in ruins.
Since tt.is bloodbath in 1948, Russia's
three million Jews have not been per
mitted onc religious school or rabbi
nical seminary. They are forhidden to
teach Judaism to their children on pain
of death or deportation to the concen
tration camps and coal mines of Var
kuta located fifty miles from the Arctic
Ocean. These slave-labor camps are
real; they exist today and account for
much of. the coal mined in the Soviet
Union. Untold millions of political pri
soners have been worked to dearh in
these camps along with Jews and other
religious dissenters in order to provide
a steady supply of coal for the furnaces
of Soviet Russia's heavy industry.
In 1953, Josef Stalin died. He had, in
his lifetime, been responsible for the
murders of millions of human beings,
thus earning for himself a place beside
Adolf Hitler and Mao-tse Tung as one
of the bloodiest mass murderers of all
time. Now, the Liberal myth-makers
would have us believe that the passing
of this monster liberated Russia from
the reign of terrOr which had lasted
since the revolution. The Soviet leaders
themselves have denounced Stalin and
his terrorism and have declared a new
day of "freedom from fear" for the
Russian people. Bm, we are just stub
born enough to insist on vie:wing the
facts rather than take the word of the
Soviet government and its apologists.
Any objective assessment of present-day
conditions in the Soviet Union will re
ve:al that there has been no essential

change in the dismal condition of the
Russian people despite the reassuring
words produced by the Communists for
Western consumption.

The ,ewish Telegraphic Agencyiha s
reported several new synagogue: <;los
ings during the past few months. One
synagogue, in Western Russia, was
turned into a night club and) in one
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especially horrifying case, a synagogue
was converted into a garage and its
coutryard made over into a parking lot,
paved by the authorities with Jewish
tombstones.

The tragic fact is that if the general
situation in Russia has remained the
same, the plight of Russiu's Jews has
grown sleadily more desperate. Not a
single Jewish school, publication or cul
lUral enterprise closed down by Stalin
has .been reopened. In addition to this,
<l new and especially pernicious form of
persecution has been added.
Previously, spies were stationed in the
synagoglles to take down the names of
chose who attended services. Worship.
pers would be penalized for such at
tendance with penalties ranging from
loss of employment to deportation to
Siheria. (This writer is personally ac
quainted with one such person who by
some miracle escaped from Siberia and
managed to get to this country within
the last few months. She had been im
prisoned for taking a day off from
work to attend synagogue services on
the Jewish New Year.) These proce
dures continue on a smaller scale today,
not because the Soviets are becoming
more lenient but because, as a result of
a new policy initiated under the reign
of Nikita Khrushchev, there are almost
no ·synagogues remaining in Russia.
Now, as we have pointed out, the
closing of synagogues and churches is
nothing new in the Soviet Union, but
during the Stalin period, the govern
ment policy was to permit a certain
small percentage to remain open. Not
so today; under the beneficent rule of
Nikita Khrushchev, the man the Lib
er ls tdl us was so different from Stalin,
the man who was embraced by an
American President :lnd welcomed as
an honored guest in our country, under
the rule: of this man, mOre than four
hundred
synagogues were forcibly
closed down. In 1956, there remained
four hundred and fifty synagogues in
Russia (few enough for three million
Jews); in 1959, there were one hundred
and fifty; in 1%3, ninety-six. Today,
thete may be several dozen left and the
number is steadily decreasing.
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It is clearly only a matter of time be
fore every synagoglle in the country is
dosed. But, even if this were not the
case, there would be 110 trained persons
to offi iate at worship services or to
administer synagogue affairs. The Jew
ish lay leadership still languishes in
Soviet prisons with no hope of early
release. On May 3 of this year, the 'ew
ish Tclegraphic Agency reported the
case of Gedalia Pechersky, the former
lay chairman of the Leningrad Jewish
Community. His case is typical of
many. He was arrested in 1961, charged
with having committed vague "crimes
against the state," and sentenced ro
twelve years in prison by a Soviet
"court." He remains in prison today
without hope of parole.
The situation of rabbis in the Soviet
Union is not mucll better. On May 20,
the ,ewish Telegraphic Agency report
ed that there are only forty or fifty
rabbis left in Russia, having an average
age of sixty five. The Soviets continue
to forbid the opening of any seminaries,
thus guaranteeing that there will he no
rabbis at all in Russia within a few
years.
While the persecution of Jewish lead
ers continues, the harrassment of the
ordinary Russian Jew has been intensi
fied. In 1957, the Soviet authorities hit
upon a new scheme for destroying still
another aspect of Russian Jewish life.
Prayer books, Bibles, and other reli
gious objects had been banned since
1917, both their manufacture and Im
portation being forbidden. But the
Communists had overlooked the an
nual baking of mat7.0h (religiously pre
pared unleavened bread, the eating of
which is commanded in the Bible and
forms an essential part of the observ
ance of Passover). Before Passover, In
(Conlinlied on nexi Page )

the spring of 1957, the amhorities placed
a ban on the baking of matzoh through
our the Soviet Union. The Communist
police closed and in some cases des
troyed Jewish baking facilities, and
those discovered to be engaged in the
clandestine baking of matzoh were giv
en long prison terms as major criminals,
The ban, which made the proper
celebration of Passover impossible for
Russia s jews, continued until 1965
when the Communists had a new
brainstorm. Since there were hardly
any synagogues left and those that re
mained were carefully watched by the
'

secret police, chere were, the Commu
nists concluded man y Russian Jews
who stayed away from synagogue but
who might still be religious and, there
fore, "a danger to the Slate." In order
to lure these "secret Jews" into the open,
limited baking facilities were opened
at some RUs>ian synagogues. Those de
siring matzoh were told to bring their
own flour to these bakeries where, for
a nominal fee, the ritual bread would
be baked. What the Soviet authorities
did not say was that the names of all
(hose who came to the bakeries would
be turned over ro the secret police, with,
we may conclude, the usual results. This
sickening deception was carried on un
til its (rue nature became known. Even
then, and even after the jewish Tele

." No one
tlion without parallel.
familiar with [he situation would can
teS{ Dr. Goldhagen's statement.
This, then, is the tragic history of
Russian Jewry under Communist tyr
anny. As we have seen, some aspects
of this anti-Jewish harrassment go back
to (he period prior to the Communist
takeover. In rhe medieval society of
Ts rist Russia it was difficult and some
rimes dangerous to be a Jew but the
situation was infinitely more favorable
[han it is tOday. Under the Tsars no
synagogues were closed, I3ibles and
prayer books were printed in abun
dance, matzoh was available, and He
brew was scudied as part of religious
education in Jewish academies through
out Russia. Jewish cultural life in
Russia was alive nd vibrant. In addi-

these plans have been carded almost to
completion. On March 20, the lewisii
Telegrapllie Agency quoted Dr. Eric
Goldhagen, director of the Institute of
£oS{ern European Jewish Affairs, as
follows : "The second largest Jewish
community in rhe world has been re
d uced by fifty years of Soviet rule to a
state of cultural and religious dessica

Party regularly garners nearly twenty
percent of the national vote. This mili
tantly antipCommunist, a nti-Socialis t
party is slowly growing in influence
and would, in all probability, be swept
into power in the first election follow
ing a mass immigration from Russia.
Such a victory for rhe free world would
alter the entire balance of power in the
Middle East and seriously threaten the
Communist gains of recent years. Of
course, [he Soviets cannot allow any of
these events to take place.
Dut over and above such immediate
political considerations loom s the omni
present spectre of Communist ideology.
Herein lies the root source of Soviet
:lnti-Semitism. The Communist oppres
sion of the Jews could have been fore
told by anyone familiar with the writ
ing of Karl Marx, the patron s·aim
of Soviet Communism. His religious
background was both Christian and
Jewish, his parents being born into the
Jewish faith but converting to Protes
tantism before his birth. Karl Marx,
therefore, was baptised as an infant

graplu·c Agency reported the story on
March 21, liberals pointed to the lilt
ing of the matzoh ban as proof that
condirions were improving for Russia's
Jews.
As if these enormities were not
enough, there has been for the past few
years, an accelerated campaign waged
in the Soviet press artacking Jews as
spies for America and Israel and de
nouncing the Jewish reli gion as the
handmaidcn of capitalism and "class
exploitation." The Contemporary Jew
ish Library in London has on file great
volumes of sllch articles along wirh
numerous approved boo s and pam
phlets dedicated to what the Soviets call
"scientific atheism" which contain long
c1ialribes against the Jewish faith and
carefully laid out plans for its destruc
tion. It is by now only too clear that

emigrate [Q Israel, for example, would
certainly not serve their purposes. Such
an influx into Israel of those who have
come to know the true nature of the
Communist beast would screngthen
tremendously the anti-Communist ele
ment in Israeli politics. Today, the
Israeli right-wing, led by the Herut

All sorts of swindlers and cheols find refuge in
The synagogue.
Cartoon taken frem "Judaism Without Embellishment," an
;,nU·SemiUc diatribe published in 1q63 by the Ukrainian
Aca!lemy of Sciences.

rion, Jews were able [0 emigrate. It was
nO[ e;1.<;y to ger out of Russia, but many
thousands man:lged to do so. Today,
this rich cu\mrai communitv has been
'
reduced [0 extinct ion Hur emigrarion
is impossible. Expert opinion holds rh:H
the vast majority of Russia's Jews
would escape the horrors of Commu
nism if they could, but, of course, they
cannor.
.

SOME POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS
The Soviet government has made it
crystal clear that it views the destruc
tion of the Jewish religion as a task
of m jor importance to the "world rcv
olution." The Communists do not want
to get rid of the Jews any more than
the spider desires the fly to escape his
web. For them to allow the Jews to
6

and brought up in a Protestant house
hold that must have had certain Jewish
overtones. No one who has studied the
life of Marx need be told that the lather
of Communism was a man possessed
of fierce hatreds, not only for estab
lished social systems but for individuals
as well. He reacted ro his mixed Jew
ish-Christian background by turning
violenrly against both elements in his
upbringjng. He became a vicious anti
religious pamphleteer and he saved his
most venomous attacks for the Jews
and their religion. In one of his many
di:uribcs <lg-ainst Judaism, he wrote:
JVhat was the foundation of the
few isll religion? Practical needs,
egoinn. Consequently the mono
theism of the jew is, in I·cality, the
polytheism oj many needs. Prac
tical needJ· or egoism are the pri n
ciples of bourgeoi.l· society.
And again:
Thi.. practia (private capitalism)
is understood and establhhed only
in iu dirty jew appearance.
These quotes arc taken from Karl

Marx, Selecled EssaYi and The German
Ide% gy hoth published today by the
Co mmunist I nternational P ublishing
House in New York City.

[s it any wonder: then, that present
day Communism is committed to the
de.o;truction of Judaism? The Sov;ets
will 110t allow rhe Jews to leave Russia
bec a use it is their intention (Q wipe out
the Jewjsh religion and they cannot ac
complish this if they permit the Je\Vs
to slip out of their grasp. To the Com
munist.<;, Judaism poses a double threat
and this, perhaps, explains why rhe
Jews h;lVe been singled OUt in Russia
for persecution even in excess of what
the Soviets h lve meted Ollt LO orher re
ligious groups. The threat of judaism
is seen nO{ .15 being purely religious; it
is alsu economic. As the above quares
illu.o;trate, the Communist views the
philosoph y olld world view of judaism
<IS dangerously individualistic. It is this
Jewish individualism which caused the

ine the Sleps. which have alrea dy been
(;'Iken.

THE AMERICAN RESPONSE
As the Soviet persecurion of Russia's
Jews became more' and more evident
to their American co· religionists: vari
ous groups were formed in chis coun
try for the purpose of somehow alle
viating the worsening siwarion. Cer
lain of these groups have made consid
erahle progress in mobilizing Jewish
and non-Jewish public opinion against
the a trocities being carried out in the
Soviet Union. Variolls Jewish veterans'
and rabhinical groups have sent deJe
gations to Russi a to see for themselves
the true nature::: of the situation. They
have come back ro America with tales
of piriful persecution which have done

Jews (0 become pioneers of priv He en
terprise and stalw.:lns of middle-class

society. For the Communist, to make
war on capitalism is to ma ke \Var on
Jud:lism which to him is its SOurce. The
Soviets have done just this.
In addition to all the aspects of the
oppression we have discussed, the Com
munists have ;tdded the new caregory
of "economic crimes" to their legal sys
tem. During the last few years, large
numbers of persons have been executed
for so ca.lled economic crimes such as
"having l1l<lnufacllJred pens, razors, and
similar objects privately . . . A re latively
Jarge number of jew, have figured
among t h o s e ac c u s ed of economic
crimes." In this quote, taken from the
/ul)' 7, 1963 edition of the New York
Times, reference is m;'lCle to "" relativelv
laq e number of Jews" having beel
puni hed for "economic crimes." The
jcwi;h Telegraphic Agency reports the
!lumber of executed Jews as. in some
C<lses, as high as ninety pel' cent of those
shot for such crimes-ninety per cent in
a country where Jews make up less than
two per cent of [he total popul:uion!
We would have to agree with the
Times,' this is most cerminly "a rela·
tively brge number." The economic
trials continlle as do all other aspects
of the carefully laid Ottt Soviet blue

print for Jewish destruction. The ques
tion which all men of conscience must
ask is whether rhcre is not something
we call do to SlOp this atrocity and to

offer some hope to the beleaguered
Jews of Russia. Bm, before discussing
possible future action, we must exam

will descend on the Soviet Consulate or
rhe Unjted N:uions singing hymns and

demanding liberty for their oppressed
brethren. Inv:uiably, the Soviets draw
their curtains and retreat behind locked
doors rather than face the righteous

anger of these young people who 'peak
for the con.o;cience of the nation. The
energy of these students seems inex
haustible as <hey march for hours be
fore the shuttered Soviet Consula.tes,
pausing now .Hld then to join in silent
prayer 01." hear a speaker denounce Com
munist barbarism.
Many Americans have lately become
depressed over the constant headline
swries detailing the latest antics of the
small but noisy packs of young neo

Marx·isls and assorted campus devotees
of the "new left" or, more accurately,
the "new treason . " If these Americans
could witness a single afternoon's dem
ofHtration carried our by the young
students of SSS), their faith in the na
tion's youth would be largely restored.
By sheer tenacity and moral commit
ment, these yomhful protesters have
done much ro stir the slumbering spir
its of their elders. They are to be com
mended for their idealistic devotion and
fol' their pr<lctical successes.

Unfortunately, certain other groups
ostensibly dedicated to bettering the
condition of Russia's Je\Vs, have not
earned the commendation of the com
munity. They are made up of well
meani ng rank and file members but

their leadership has been taken over by
{he same Leftists and Soviet apologists

in
i
themselve5 over the
iynogogu•.
Carloon lllkfn from "Judaism Without Embtllishmfnl," an
anli·Semitic diatribe publlShfd In 1%3 by ttle Ukrainian
Atadtmy of ScifnCtS.

much ro awaken i ndignation and OU(
rage among the previously uninformed.
These groups have also been most help
ful in assembling volumes of docu
mented proof of the horrors of the past
few years.

'But, perhaps the most outstanding, if
not the largest, of these recently formed
organizations is the Student Struggle
for Soviet Jewry. Generally known by
its initio!s, SSSJ, this relatively small
group is made lip of dedicated young
Jewish-Americans who have vowed 1l9t
ro re$t until their R ussian co-religion
ists are fr e. They are motivated by the

noblest idealism, yet they are no stran
gers [Q practical action. With home
made banners waving and hand-let
tered signs flapping in the wind, they
7

who have for years been the spokesmen
for causes which could hardly be called
anti-Communist. This left-wing take
over has rcsulted in [he complete neu
tralization of effort which was graph
ically revealed some months ago in
Washington, D_C. Following a rally
presumahly aimed at dr:lmati:r.i ng the
plight of Russia o jewry, Mr. Bayard
Rustin was invired to preo;ent a protest
petition to the Soviet Embassy-a pro
test petition which had been 'igned by
hundreds of thousands of sincere Jew
ish AmericHlls who lhought they were

doing something to help the Jews in the
Soviet Union. Now, as a former mem
ber of the Young Communist League
and an inveterate backer of pro-Com
munist causes, Mr. Rustin is h:ndly the
ideal man LO presem a petition protest
ing Communist oUtrages. As a m;ltter
of fact, Mr. Rustin has been repotted
in ancndance at more chan one Soviet

consular pOrty. Both he and the Soviet
(Conlinu(-d on Page 12)

NO CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARDI
(Collli"tI<II from Page 2)
in other cities throughout the land. We
arc: told that such a bo rd would, in
fact, be a great help to the police since
it would creale a new climate oE trust

between minority groups and law en
forcemelH agencies. Such a feeling of
confidence would do much toword get
ting [he more militant "civil rights
demonstrators out of the streets and in
to mOre re<lsol1:1ble venues of protest.
In addition, such a board would be able
to deal impartially and effeCtively with
"

all cases of mistrearmem of civil ians by
police officers .
The opposition of the jewish Society
of Americanists to such a bOilrd is based
on the clear evidence that all of these
arguments have been demonstrated {Q
be false by the repeated experiences of
cities where civilian review boards are
already in effect.
The argument that civilian review
boards are really "good for the police
appears to be rather shaky when vir
cually every police organization in the
country opposes them. The nation's
foremost law enforcemelH official, J.
Edgar Hoover, has made his position
clear in an F.B.I. report of September
18, 1964, dealing with police ability to
comrol urban rialS. The repon sr3tes:
"

The investigations also revealed
that where there is an outside elvil
ian review board tlu restraint of
the policc was so greal that effec
tive action against the rioters ap
peaud to be impossible. This re
straint was well known in the com
munity and the f'iotcrs were there
by emboldened to ,:esist and com
pletely de/y the effortJ o/Ihe police
to restore order. Jn short the police
were sO careful to avoid accusations
of improper conduct that they were
virlually paralyzed.
The police "paralysis referred [0 in
rhis report is clearly evidenced in re
"

marks by police officers in Philadelphia
(the first eity to have a review board)
quoted in Law and Order magazine.

Police officers in Philadelphia
were interviewed as to their opin
ions of the Policc Review Board. A
patrolman on Ihe beal said, "If 1
make an arrest in the minority
group!, I know I'll be hauled befo,·e
the Board to explain why, and it
doesn't matter what the ci"cum

stances Ulue." A veteran officer
said, "I've gOt 17 yearJ on and can
retire in 20. f'm going to coast the
rest of thc way." A dctcetivc said,
"I'I/ only makc an arrest in that sce
tion of tOfvn £f there is no other
tvay out of it."

comes suspect and we revert to a form
oE vio-ilante rule by unelected civilians
totall
unfamiliar with law enforce

;

Such opinions among our poli ce
hardly create a feeling of confidence
"

"

in law abiding cirizens, whether white
or Ne ro, who look to the police for
protection,
The review boards have obviously
done nothing to curb rioting. They
have, in fact made it much more dif
ficult for the police to deal with ,uch
,

violence. In addition they have most
definitely had an adverse effect on
police morale resulting in a serious drop
in new recruits in virtually every city
which has instituted such boards. The
Salurday Evening POSI of july 9, 1960,
,

contains the following quote from
Philadelphia's Police Chief, Thomas j.
Gihbons:

In 1953, we held examinationj'/or
police recr{fits . .
We attracted
_about 2,000 applicants 10 draw
'from; we hired almost a lhowalld.
I would say tllis lVas one of the
greatest crops of recruits in Olfr de
partment's history. But ill 1960.
Ihings have challged_ The simple
truth iJ that hardly anybody wants
to be a policeman in my city. In
stead 0/ giving one exam for 4 OOO
or 5,000 men each year, eve give the
test a couple times a week lor just
a handful of mell.
This pattern was repe l.[ed in Roch
ester and is already becoming evident

in New York where resignations from
the police force as well as low recrui(
ment arc becoming more and more of
a problem.
As for the argument that only "
civilian review board can impanially

judge ca«s of alleged police brutality,
we can only point out that
ew York
ano every other state io the Union have
laws 011 the books which provide dis
ciplinary action 01" criminal prosecution
for any police officer who acts im
properly. Any person who a lleges mis
[reJlmerH by police officers has at his
disposnl the lull process of the law_ To
insist that only a civilian board can
judge cases impartially i to caU into
question the propriety and obj ectivity
of all our grand juries and courts. In
other words, the entire legal system be
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ment.
Lest we appear to be presenting only
one side of thi5 issue, we offer the fol
lowing quoce from a source which has
always been an olltspoken supporter of
the civilian review ide;) and an oppo
nent of the right of the people ro vote
.
on the issne:

The right 01 protection from
poltc' e abuse need not be voted Or!.
It must be guaranteed. The time ,:s
long overdue for a well-orgam:zed
counter·ol/ensive by the pounllally
superior forces in support 01 the
civilian review board ... I:t ;s nec
eHary to unite a coalition 01 the
peace, relorm, labor, church, Negro
and Puerto Rican groups to beat
back the racist-reactionary offcnsive
against the civilian review board.
The quote is taken directly from the
july 12, 1966, edi lion of The Worker,
the official organ of the: Communist
Party. This is certainly a logical posi
tion for the Communists to rake. They
know that the civilian review bo;:trds
make it virtually impossible lor the
police to control rioting and, heing ex
ponents of violent revolurion and the
breakdowlI of the peace and order of
American society, the Communists na
turallV favor sllch boards.
'
On the other hand, we are disrurhed
to note that several jewish organiza·
tions have expressed support for the
civilian review boards. The Anti-De
famation League and the American
Jewish Commirtee have heen especially
outspoken on this question. As a mat
ter of fact, so fm as we know, the Jew
ish Society of Amcricanists is the only
Jewish organiz:ltion which has spoken
out against the idea of civilian review
boord,. This does not mean that every
other jewish group is on the other side

but merely that lhose few which have
expressed any opinion on this issue have
been in favor of the boards.
We urge, then, that those Jewish or
ganizatiom which have nor exprcssed
themselves, do so immediately. In ac
cordance with the ancicnr Jcwi h prin
ciple that there can be no freedom with
out i;lW, no true libert)' without respon
sibility, jewish organizations must
m:Jke their voices heard in this fight to
preserve the effectiveness of our police
forces as wel! as the peace and tran
qui lity of our land. -

THE JEWISH FESTIVALS
THE HIGH HOLIDAYS
This article is the first of a senes
which will appear regularly in this
Neu'ilctter dealing with the principle
Jewish holidays celebrated during the
year. This first article concerns the cele
bration of the Jewish High Holidays,
Rosh Hashanah (New Year s Day) and
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
which will be observed on September
15-16 and 24 of this year.
'

"We will observe the mighty holi
l1ess of this day, for ;t is one of awe
and a nxiet y. Thereon is Thy do
m;tlion exalted. On eMs day we
conceive Thee e stablish ed

0"

Thy

throne of mercy, sitting thereon in .
truth. We behold Thee as Judge
and Witness, record1:ng Our secret
thOJ,l ghts and acts and settillg the
seal thereon. Thou ruordest every
thing; yea, Thou rernemberest the
thingi forgotten...As a .rhcpherd
mz,{sters his sheep and Causes them
to pass beneath his staff, so dost
Thou pass and record, COunt and
visit, every living soul, appoiming

the measure of every creature's life
and dl'Cruing its destiny
.

On New Year'] Day the decree
is l:nscribed and

on tlte Day of

Atonement it is sea/ed, how many
shall pass

away

and how

many

shnll be born; who shall live and
who shall die; ...who shall be at

ense and

ho shall be afflicted....

tu

BUT REPHNTANCE, PRAYER,
AND RIG H TEO US N E S S
AVE RT THH
CREE."

SEVERE

DE·

Irt the above prayer, which is recited
as pan of the synagogue worship of
the High Holidays, the essential mes
sage of the Jewish New Year( Rosh

Hashanah) and the Day of Atonement
(Yom Kippur) is revealed. The Ilible
commands each Jew to come before (he
Lord at this season to seek forgiveness

for the sins he has committed during
the past year. During the two days of
Rosh Hashanah (one day for Reform
Jews) we picture God as opening the
Book of Judgment wherein is contained
the catalogue of each Jew's deeds since
the last Yom Kippur. On Rosh Has
hanah, God inscribes in the Ilook the
fate each man will meet during the

coming year in accordance with his con#
duct over the past twelve-month period.
Both the punishments and the rewards
to be meted out over the next year are
inscribed as God passes over the deeds
of each man, counting and recording
and determining his destiny.

On Rosh Hashanah, then, the decree
inscribed. But the High Holiday
drama is not over, for God's decree is
not final; it can be changed. By ure
is

pentance, prayer, and righteousness"
during the week-long interim between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we
can "avert the severe decree" which
may have been meted out to llS because
of pas t sins. God, who "desirest not the
death of the sinner but that he return
from his evil way and live," has given
us a second chance. The very fact that
we have come to the synagogue to con#
fess our sins demonstrates that we de#

sire to accept this opportunity to regain
God's favor. Our tradition tells us that
during the week before Yom Kippur,

we ought to be especially diligent in
prayer and generous in good deeds and
acts of charity. Repentance m ust also
be genuine and coupled with a firm
resolution to sin no more so that we
may become "pure in heart to serve
Him in truth." The week between the
two holidays, then, is one of whole

hearted self-evaluation ineluding both
contrition for what we have done and

genulOe attempts to set our feet on a
higher path.
The final act of this awesome reli
gious drama is the arrival of the Day
of Atonemenl. Jews who have spent the

week contemplating all the areas in
which they have fallen short of God's
laws, are now prepared for the twenty
four hour period in which they must
"afflict their souls" in a final attempt
to" move God to a reconsideration of
His "severe decree." Yom Kippur is
ushered in in a mood of great awe and
reverence. This is the holiest dav of the
year, a day of great opportuni t y bUll

al (he same lime, a day of great dread,
of "fear and trembling" before the
i udgment seat of God.

The people assemble in the syna
gogue at sundown (the Jewish caJendar
reckons a full day as the twenty-four
hour period from sundown to sun
down) to hear the chanting of tl,e Kol
9

Nidre prayers. Kol Nidre (literally, "all
vows") is the title of the central prayer
of this evening service. Dating baCK to

an uncertain origin some time beFore
the eighth cemury, this prayer is rOally
a legal formula which absolves all Jews
from any oaths or promises to God
which they have made during the past
year but feel themselves unable to carry
out. The (ext reads as f01l0ws :
"All voU/s, bondJ, promises, obli

gatio nJ

,

and oaths wherewith we

have vowed, sworn, and bound

Ottr

iciv" . , , of all of these, we repent

us it! them. They shall be absolved,
relea;ed, annulled, made void and
of none effect...

It is important to note that the re
cital of this formula in no way releases
a Jew from his contractual obligations
or agreements with other men. The
vows and promises referred to are only
those vows between man and God . We
are here asking God to rc:lease us from
any obligation to Him we may have
taken upon ourselves in a rash moment

and now find that we have been unable
to fulfill. If we wish to be released from
obligations to other me n , or desire for
giveness for wrongs we have commit
ted against others. we must ask forgive
ness from the one we have wronged.
The Mishna (one of the authoritative
books of biblical commentary compiled
by the ancient rabbis) tells us:
"For trflnsgressionj between man
and God, repentance on Y om Kip
pur brings atonement. For trans
gressions betwun man lind man,
Yom Kippur brings no atonement,
until the injured party is ap
p.ased," (Mishna Yoma, Chapter

3)
Th next morning, the congr gation
again assembles, this time for a full day
of worship. The intention is thal virtu
ally ve.ry waking moment during the
twenty·four hours of Yom Kippur be
spent in the synagogue. Throughout
the day, no food or drink is raken, so
that, by this complete fast, the body as

well as the spirit may be afflicted in
demonstration of the earnestness of our
repen rance.
( C onti n ued on next Page )
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The day's services last for approxi
mately ten hours during which time we
repeatedly ask forgi veness for a wide
variety of sins. As the service draws to
a close, the congregation offers up a
fi nal supplication to Heaven;

(Continued from Page
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representatives were also heard over the
airwaves in Boston, Miami, and Phila
delphia. The public response to these
appearances was most gratifying, indi
cating that we had opened still another
avenue of contact between the JSA and
the general Jewish public
an avenue
which we will use more and more ex
tensively in the future. We have also
received a fair amount of coverage in
both the Jewish and the general press
and have made use of newspaper ads
which in one case ehcited such a heavy
response that the newspaper in question
(in true liberal fashion) refused to
carry any more of 01lI advertisements.
While most of our attention has been
devoted to expanding and strengthen
ing our organization, we have been in
terested to note that groups which have
b<;en most vocal in the past in smear
ing the American Conservative Move
ment with the ugly charge of anti-Sem
itism, have suddenly fallen silent. For
-

"In the book of life, blessing,
peace and good sustenance, may we
be remembered and sealed before
Thee, we and all Thy people, the
house of Israel, for a happy life and
for peace."
The

service closes with the entire

congregation standing and proclaim
ing in unison the greamess and the
glory of the One God. This is followed
by the sounding of the shofar (a ram's
horn) which proclaims forgiveness and
redemption for the worshippers. Thus,
the High Holiday period is brought to
a close and the people leave the sanc
tuary in a joyous mood, thankful that
the weight of the past year's sins has
been lifted from their shoulders.
The Jewish High Holidays have a
special message for Conservatives and
comains assumptions which are basic
to our view of man and society. During
this period, man is viewed not as a
faceless element in a collective mass,
but as a unique individual who has
chosen in freedom either to obey or to
disobey God during the past year. He
now stands before God's judgment and
must accept as an individual the con
sequences of his own acts. Society can
not be blamed for his sins; they are his
and his alone. Nor can he justify him
self or his acts by appeal to society's
transient needs; his justification must
come from God who demands adher
ence to His laws which are eternal and
unaffected by social change. Man is
viewed, then, as standing before God,
ultimately responsible only to Him,
not to a state or government authority,
social organism, or collective body. This
is man in his true state, recognizing his
responsibilities to others but doing so
in an act of free will in which he also
freely declares his primary allegiance
to his God. This is the essential man,
the free man, the individual.

example, we have heard very little from
the Anti-Defamation League. In fact,
since the appearance of our first News
letter, one might say that the silence
emanating from the ADL offices has
been deafening. Although the smear
campaign has continued on thc local
level, it is significant that we have heard
no major statements from their national
headq uarters. Perhaps they are merely
gathering their forces for the coming
season or perhaps the appearance of a
Jewish Conservative group led by of
ficers whose credentials in the Jewish
Community are impeccable has made
even the ADL feel a bit foolish. Could
it be that at long last, the false issue of
anti Semitism in the responsible Con
servative Movement will be laid to rest
so that intelligent political dehate can
be heard hoth in the Jewish community
and in the nation as a whole? Perhaps
this is toO much to hope for. The ADL
has lived off this absurd charge for
'many years and, unfortunately, we can
expect that the defamers will continue
their anemprs to obscure with fear and
emotionalism the very real issues to
which Liberals and Conservatives ought
to be addressing themselves.
But, regardless of what the ADL

During the High-Holiday period of
repentance, man comes into immediate

may be preparing for us, it is our ex
pectation that with the continued help

confrontation with the consequences
of his own acts. At the same time, he
comes face to face with himself, not

and suppOrt of our good friends and
members of all faiths, we will be able
to grow in numbers and influence so

(Continued on Page 12)
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American Academy of Pediatrics. In
addition, he is a respected member of
the faculty of the University of Miami
School of Medicine.
Also serving on the committee are:
Dr. Philip Jacobson of Petersburg,
Virginia; Dr. Joseph Katz of Kinston,
North Carolina; Dr. Howard Mo"es of
Monkton, Maryland; and Dr. Sey:mour
Weisman of Phoenix, Arizona.
Space does not permit liS to hst all
of the offices and organizational posi
tions held by these distinguished men.
We need only say that they are all
prominent physicians, dedicated to the
highest principles of their profession.
Together, they represent the fine
qualities which the public has come to
expect of those committed to the heal
ing "f the sick.
In joining the Jewish Society of
Americanists, these doctors have dem
onstrated a desire to find a cure not
only for the suffering individuals who
come tD them for help, but for a much
greater patient, our nation itself. For
our country too suffers from a disease
- the disease of collectivism and stat
ism which threatens to destroy the
healthy body of our free society. The
cure for this sickness cannot be found
in pills or bottles, nor will the aff ction
fade away of its own accord. The one
treatment requisite for this case is the
strict application of the constitutional
principles of limited government, indi
vidual liherty, and free choice. The
disease, then, is not necessarily fatal; if
allowed to go untreated, it will surely
kill the patient, but if proper treatment
is administered while there is still time,
we cun have every rcason to hope that
a complete Cure will be effected.
We are grateful that our doctors have
decided to face the crucial issues of our
time head-on. We hope that their show
of courage and patriotism will stimulate
members of other importan t professions
to do likewise. 

An notmcement
Mr. Herbert Elfman of Los Angeles
110 longer holds the position of JSA
West Coast Representative, nor is he
affiliated in any way with the Jewish
Society of Americanists. His duties have
been temporarily assumed by Miss
Georgia Gabor who is also a resident
of Los Angeles and a member of our
National Advisory Council.

Ever since the formation of the JSA
was made public through the John
Birch Society Bulletin of Febrttary,
1966, and the subsequmt press confer
ence in New York, we have been liter
ally deluged with letters from good pa
triots of all religions from all parts of
the country. We can only quote from a
jew of these letters which reveal 50
clearly the basic good will that exists
among all patriots for each other, re
gardless 01 their ethnic, racial or relt'
gious backgrotmd.
Dear Mr.Kogan:
With happiness and gratitude I ac
knowledge receipt of [he announcement
of the organization of the J .s.A., State

ment of Principles and Volume
Number I of the Newsletter.

I,

As one who has always had a deep
inrerest in, and admiration for, the
Jewish people, I rejoice in this impor
tant step forward. Such an organization
and printed organ are needed and wilL
no doubt, contribute much to the cause
of freedom.

You may not know that I have made
three most pleasant and profitable visits
ro the inspirational nation of Israel in
recent years-twice as a member of the
U.S. Cabinet and the most recent in
1965, as all official of my own Church.
The Mormon people have a deep and
sincere interest in the Jewish people.In
1841 the Prophet Joseph
Smith sent
Elder Orson Hyde, of Jewish extrac
tion, and a member of the Council of
Twelve, to Palescine to dedicate the
land for the return of the Jews in ful
fillment of Old Testament prophecios.

It has been a pleasure to form the
acquaintance of Mr, Ben Gudon and
Mr.Eshkol, both of whom have kindly
entenained me and Mrs. Benson and
members of Our family on the occasion
of our visits to IsraeL

May God bless you in your new and
worthy organization,
Sincerely yours,
Ezra Taft Benson

Dear Mr.Kogan,
After reading the first issue of your
Newsletter I felt that I had to write to
let you know how impressed I was with
the noble principles to which the J .S.A.
has dedicated itself.The Chicago Plat
form offers a program based on the
high«t ideals of our cowHry and our

religion and to which we
American
Jews can freely dedicate ourselves. As a
rabbinical student well acquainted with
the suffering of our people under dicta
tors from Pharaoh to Brezhnev, I am
much encouraged by the cfforts of my
patriotic co-religionists working together
with their fellow Americans of all faiths

in the common struggle to keep our
country free.
May God bless your efforts,
EV., New York City
Dear Mr.Kogan,

I can't begin to tell you how thrilled

and happy I am about the formation of

the Jewish Society of Americanists. I
happened to be in rather a hurry the
day the February bulletin came and I
glanced over it desultorily, but coming
across That little item I let out a whoop
of joy and immediately took the time
to drop a congratulatory note to Sam
Blumenfeld....

Ollr thoughts, hopes and prayers are
with you. As you know, I have joined
the J.S.A. and will probably faithfully
order copies of any literature you get
out, to get spread around along with
J.B.S.material.
Now I KNOW we're going to win
this life and death struggle. When I

saw that first notice about the J.S.A.
Recause

Well, life is occasionally preposterous,
human nature being human nature. As
you know, a few years ago we had a
scattering of people joining the Birch
Society because they'd swallowed the lie
about our being anti-Semitic; and we
had to kick them all Ollt. Now, one of

our chapter-members complains plain
tively co me, she ran across a couple who
said "the Birch Society would be all
right except that you've got Jews in it."
And JUSt what did one say to such peo
ple, she asked.

Simple, I told her.Very simple.Just
remind them that Jews have always
been involved in doing God's work, and
we're not going to get very far reform
ing the world WITHOUT 'em.
So now I'm sure we're going to make
it-and all of Us around here who'v
been fighting the good fight send you
our best hopes and th< best of good
luck.
With

ll my good wishes,
Elizabeth Lini.ngton,
Glendale, California
II

Dear Mr. Kogan,
A friend sent me Volume I, Number
I of the J S A Newsletter and I want to

contribute one strongly conservative
gentile salute and best wishes,
Tho« of us who had begun to 1Y0n

der how all the Jews could have been
sucked into the welfare state mala(key

now have our answer-they haven't.
I very much would like to be Oil your
mailing list and would be pleased to
exchange with you if you desire.
Best regards,
Dwight PaytOil , Publisher,
Kansas Fu lance,
Topeka, Kansas

Gentlemen:
Enclosed please find my check in
amount of $10.00 as a small donation.
And good luck in your venture. As a
fellow Jewish member, I am alarmed
at the onslaught. And having recently
read the
A.DL report on the John
Birch
Society, J am even more con
cerned to think this is reaching so many
gullible members of the Jewish faith.
Wirh best wishes) I am,
Sincerely,
Mrs, N.A.W" Lafayette, Louisiana

Dear Friends,
I am so thrilled about your new or
ganization and th nk God we have be
loved jewish friends that are able to see

the menace. Keep up the good work
and we will pray for you and our coun
try that God will forgive us nd heal
our nation.
Please send me your Newsletter. I
have a lot of jewish friends whom I
need to wake up.I am enclosing a small
gift, but a small gift in the sight of God
can and will become mighty.
Thanks, we love all of you for your
courage.
Joyfully in Christ,
G.A.C.
, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Mr. Kogan:
Just a short note to com mend the
Jewish Society of Americanisls' News
letter.

I am cerrain it will be a tremendous
hdp in recruiting fine, conservative, pa
triotic Jewish Americans, who, like our
selves, have been enjoying the freedoms
our forefath rs found for us in the Con
stitution. We now have an opportunity

to help preserve our way of life.
Yours truly,
S.P.
, New York City

RUSSIAN JEWS
(Continu,d from Page 7)
consular staff must have gotten quite
a kick out of the whole masquerade.
The so-called "Jewish leaders" who
were responsible for inviting Bayard
Rustin to rhe Washington "protest ral
ly" are also in the habit of including
Norman Thomas and other assorted
flora and fauna of the Left as guest
speakers at similar rallies and demon
suations around the coumry. It is en
couraging to note, however, that inde
pendent groups of concerned Jews have
lately hegun to spring up and have held
genuine protest rallies without benefit
of the Rustin-Thomas contingent or the
"Jewish leaders" responsible for bring
ing such people into the movement.
This is a hopeful development which
certainly bears careful watching.
In summation, then, there are many
groups ·in the American Jewish com
munity concerned with the question bf
Russian Jewry. Some of these groups
are doing a commendable job and some
have fallen under the control of Leftists
who have succeeded in neutralizing
them. However, the sad fact is that
even those groups which afe sincere
and dedicated to meaningful action can
be successful only in twO limited areas.
They can keep the American people in
formed as to the extent and specific in
stances of the Communist oppression
and they can, by their loud and insis
tent outcries, let the Russian Jews know
that they are not forgotten. The task
of keeping hope alive among the be
leaguered Jews imprisoned within the
Soviet Union is a vital one but it can
only be of temporary value. Plainly
speaking, the oppressed Russian Jews
cannot hold out forever, and all the
sympathy and good wishes we can offer
them, no matter how sincerely we do
so, cannot change their condition one
iota. What, then, can be done?

A <:HANCE FOR FREEDOM

know that they need not change their
barbarous policies when, every time an
attempt is made to pass a Congressional
resolution denouncing Soviet anti·Jew#
ish outrages, Senator Fulbright or some
other Liberal legislator will rise on the
£Ioor of the Senate to call for the resolu
tion's defeat on the grounds that we
"cannot aHord to upset the Russians."
At such times, as Senator Fulbright has
himself admitted, he speaks not only
for himself but for the official policy of
our State Department. The criminals in
the Kremlin realize that they have
nothing to fear from a goverment di·
rected by men whose high"'t moral
commitmen< is to "peace at any price,"
even if that price be chains and slavery
for hu"dreds of millions of human be
ings. The Soviet tyrants can easily
ignore the protests of small group's of
American citizens so long as they are
confident that the American govern
ment will not undertake any action
aimed at liberating the captive peoples.
We are not faced here with a ques
rion of war or peace but, rather, one of
cowardice or commitment. An anti
Communist
Ameriwn
government,
utilizing the same skill in diplomacy
and intelligence ancl with the same type
of long-range planning with which the
Communists have conquered half the
world, could bring down lhe Soviet
Empire, free the captive Jews and other
subject peoples, and guarantee the fu
ture security of our nation all in the
same process. The word "process" must
be stressed here, for we do not promise
simple-minded,
overnight
solutions.
The enslavement of half the world's
population has raken the Communists
fifty years. Because of the probable
chain reaction of Communist collapses
which would follow the success of
simultaneous American inspired and
aided flllti·Communist revolutions in
Eastern Europe, it would certainly not
take fifty years to liberate rhc world
from the curse of Communism, but
neither would this be an immediate DC·

HIGH HOLIDAYS
(Conti'lUed from Page 10)
only as he is but, as he can be in the
future once he has liberated himself
from the sillS of the past. This srriving
for the higher ground of self-realization,
the "upward reach" of which Robert
Welch has written, is the hallmark of
huma.n life at its noblest and freeest
level, a level at which' collectivist at
tempts to limit man within earthbound
social and economic definitions must
ultimately fail. This vision of man as
the hee child of God, ultimately respon
sible for his own acts, is implicit in the
basic philosophical asswnptions of the
High Holiday observances. This same
view of man is essential to Conservative
thinking.
The social implications of such a
position are clear. Both Judaism and
Conservatism must inevitably work for
the creation of a society in which man
may strive to realize his highest possi·
bilities in an atmosphere of maximum
freedom and minimum governmental
and social restriction. The Jewish High
Holiday observances teach us that it is
the right of every human being to stand
before God as a free man. This is the
same concept of freedom so vital to our
Constitutional concepts and it is to the
realization of this freedom that we as
Jewish Americanists have dedicated
ourselves. 

JSA PROGRESS REPORT
(Continued from Page 10)
that we can make even greater contri
butions to the work of defending our
heloved country and strengthening
freedom throughout the world. •
ply that leadership, and with men to
march the spiritual greatness of Ameri·
ca, our nation can become herself once
again, [or America ·is truly American
only when she is the repository of the
hopes and prayers of all men for a freer
and better life. A Conservative victory

currence. Such a program would re
<1uire the utmost skill and patience hut
primarily it would require the will to
win. We lack neilher the ability nor
the resources find we certainly have an

is, then, the goal for which we who

tain. We are, of course, referring to the
election of a staunchly anti#Communist
administration in Washington. We can
be certain that as long as the Liberals
and Soviet apologists retain control of
OUr national government, the Jewish
community in the Soviet Union will

abundance of patience but, under our
present leadership, we do not have the
will to win, that comm1tmem so essen·
tial to victory. We must have leader·
ship of sufficient moral commitment if
we are ever to carry out such a program
for world liberation.

to endure yet a little longer rhe weight
of oppression while we lahar diligently
to bring about that triumph of the
anti·Communist forces here at home
which will rededicate our narion co the

have no chance of survival. The Soviets

The Conservative Movement can sup·

The one development that can bring
about the liberation of the perseeuted
Jews of Russia will, at the same time,
herald the dawn of freedom for all the
enslaved peoples behind the Iron Cur
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know the agony of the Russian Jews
must strive. Herein lies their only hope
and rhor of their fellow sufferers of all
faiths. May they be givcn the strength

task of hastening the day when all men
everywhere will live in freedom and
dignity.-MlcIHEL S. KOGA"

JEWISH SOCIETY OF AMERICANISTS

NEWSLETTER
Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER

Leviticus 25:10
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JSA GROWTH CONTINUES
It is the experience of the world
that if a man takes a bundle of
reeds, he is unable to break them
while they are tied together; but if
they are taken singly, even a child
can break them.
Over the past few months, we in the
JSA have come to understand the full
meaning of this passage taken from an
cient rabbinic literature. As we pre
dicted in our last issue, the forces which
make it their special business to attack

al1d smear conservative patriotic groups
and which had remained relatively
quiescent during the summer, have
gathered their full store of venom and
have let loose upon us a series of brutal
frontal assaults which, had they come
a few months sooner, might well have
done us considerable damage. In liberal
Jewish
newspapers and
magazines
throughout the country, the call has
been sounded to unite and crush the
young Jewish Society of Americanists.

COLLEGE COORDINATORS NAMED
During the past few months, the JSA
has received a considerable amount of
mail from college students at campuses
throughout the country who desire
membership in our organization_ This

for them are all upset a bout something
which we must have said.
We cannot, however, imagine that
anything we may have written in our
Newsletter or pamphlets would be

surprising reaction to our program by a
segment of the population so often as
sociated with protest marchers, beatniks,
vietniks, etc., bolsters our firm belief
that the vast majority of America's stu
dent population are serious-minded, re
sponsible, and genuinely concerned
ab
' out he future of our country. We
now have quite a large number of col
lege students in JSA who are all more
than eager to begin to inform their fel
lows concerning our principles and pro
grams. We felt that with an organized
effort such as has proven so successful
in recruiting Jewish doctors, we might
be able to reach large numbers of stu
dents wi th the JSA message. We have,
therefore begun to appoint outstanding
young men as Collegiate Coordinators
whose job it will be to oversee he cam
pus activities of our college members.
T,he joh of choosing hese coordina
tors has not been an easy one. We have
had to make our selection from man y
who seemed qualified for the posts, but

The hysterical tone of most of he ar
ticles and editorials which have appeared
concerning us reveals he degree of stark
terror with which we are viewed by the
dominant liberal establishment within
the Jewish community. Now it certain
ly cannot be our strength which fright
ens them, for although we are expand
ing with each month, we obviously
cannot yet compete with the multi-mil
lion dollar organizations of the Anti
Defamation League and the groups
within its orbit of influence. We must
conclude, then, that these liberal groups
and the editorial writers which speak

Monroe Sherrow
Chairman of JSA College Coordinators

we had decided to limit these positions,
at least in the beginning, to no more
than six throughout the country in or
der to avoid the danger and confusion
of hasty decentralization. \Ve have set
about our task with this in mind and,
while the difficult process of elimination
is still going on we have so far chosen
three outstanding young conservative
activists who would do credit to any
organization.
For the post of Chairman as well as
Eastern Coordinator we picked Mr.
(Continued on Page 8)
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enough to elicit such a violent reaction
from such "liberal" sources. All we have
said is that we intend to do our utmost
to gather together the many Jewish
conservatives in our country so that
they may ,have the united organizational
voice which has always been denied
them. We have not claimed that all
Jews are or must be conservatives; we
have simply stated that many Jews do
have conservative leanings and that
these people have as much right to be
represented within the spectrum of Jew
ish organizations as do the liberal Jews
who already have at least a half-dozen
groups to speak for them. Can this be
what has upset our liberal friends so
terribly? Can it be they fear that, if
given an honest chance, we might grow
to the point where we will be able to
seriously challenge their claim to speak
for the Jewish community? Astounding
as it may seem to the rational observer,
this must, in fact, be the reason for the
(Continued on Page 10)
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Editor
MICHAEL S. KOGAN
The JSA Newsletter is published bi
monthly for the membership of the Jew
ish Society of A m e r i c a n i sts. Upon
payment of one year's dues, members
automatically receive subscriptions. Mem
bership dues are: $12.00 for Regular
Members (of the Jewish faith); $6.00 for
Jewish students; $6.00 for Supporting
Members (of other faiths); $3.00 for non
Jewish students. Subscriptions are avail
able to non-members of the JSA at $4.00
a year. Donations are invited in any
amount-$1.00 to $I,OOO-as the means
of expanding the distribution of the News
letter as well as enhancing the work and
impact of the JSA. Please address al l in
.
quiries to: Jewish Society of Amencan
ists, 140 Claremont Avenue, New York,
N.Y. 10027.
Additional copies of this and previous
Newsletters, postpaid, to one address
within the U.S.A.: Single copy, 35 cents;
3 for $1.00; 10 for $3.00; 25 or more,
25 cents each; 100 or more, 20 cents each.
The ten-point Chicago Platform of the
JSA, containing the basic beliefs and prin
ciples of our organization, is now avaIl
able in pamphlet form: 10 for $1.00; 100
for $9.00.

A WORD TO OUR READERS
Due to the rapidly rising costs of
maintaining our increased mailing lists,
keeping up with growing printing costs,
and expanding our Newsletter and JSA
activities in general, we are forced to
announce the following changes of
policy and price increases:

OFFICERS OF THE JEWISH SOCIETY OF AMERICANISTS
Honorary Chairman

Chairman

CHARLES J. BLOCH

JOSEPH SIEGEL

Macon, Georgia

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Mr. Bloch is a partner in the law firm
of Bloch, Hall, Groover and Hawkins and
is well known throughout the nation as
a champion of the constitutional principle
of limited government, a position he has
defended in briefs argued before the
United States Supreme Court.
He is past president of Congregation
Beth Israel and is an active leader of the
Jewish Community in Macon. His name
and accomplishments are listed in Who's
Who In World Jewry.

Mr. Siegel, a former cattle rancher, is
a prominent businessman in Colorado
Springs and is well known as a leading
member of Congregation B'nai Israel and
the Jewish community of his city. He is
Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal
fund-raising drive in Colorada Springs and
was formerly Chairman of the Israel Bond
Sales Committee.
Mr. Siegel, who is a Reserve Officer in
the United States Army (Ret.), is also
Americanism Chairman and Senior Vice
Commander of his American Legion post.

Vice-Chairman

Vice-Chairman

MICHAEL S. KOGAN
New York City, New York
Mr. Kogan received his B.A. Degree
with Honors in Religion and Philosophy
from Syracuse University in 1963. He
studied for one year at the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary of America. He is now
working toward his Ph.D. Degree at the
Columbia University Graduate School of
Philosophy.
During his undergraduate years, Mr.
Kogan founded and led the Syracuse Uni
versity Young Americans for Freedom and
served as Political Editor of the Universi
ty magazine, "Syracuse 10." He is a John
Birch Society Chapter Leader and a Di
rector of the Columbia University Con
servative Union.
Mr. Kogan is also affiliated with the
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry, the
Jewish Welfare Board As ociates and Con
gregation B'nai Jeshurun of New York.

1. The cost of our Newsletter will be

Chairman, Doctors' Committee

raised to the new levels listed in the
box above.
2. We are no longer able to place new
names on our mailing list free of
charge. Henceforth, subscriptions will
be available to non-members at $4.00
per year.
3. We ask all those who are now re
ceiving our Newsletter free of charge
(except for rabbis, ministers, and
priests) to forward the subscription
fee to us as soon as possible so that
we can keep their names on our lists.
4. We shall continue our policy of send
ing one sample mailing to anyone
recommended by our readers as a
potential member or supporter of

BARNEY FINKEL, M.D.

J.S.A.
We regret any inconvenience which
may be caused by this unavoidable price
rise and we ask you, our good friends,
to whom we already owe so much, to
support us in this necessary decision by
continuing to order our materials des
pite the increase in costs. Thank you.

SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD
Boston, Mass.

Mr. Blumenfeld is well known in the

conservative movement as a writer and
lectur·er. He has been associated with some
of New York's leading book publishers
and was editor of the Universal Library
of Grosset & Dunlap for five years. In
the field of anti-Communist action, he
founded the American Committee for
France & Algeria and the American
Friends of Katanga. He is now Analysis
Editor of the Review of the News, a
weekly news magazine published in Bel
mont, Mass.
Treasurer
BEN BAENA
Bridgeport, Conn.
Mr. Baena is a well-known member of
the Bridgeport business community. He
is also a member of Congregation Rodeph
Sholem in Bridgeport and an active mem
ber of the John Birch Society.

St. Louis, Missouri
Dr. Finkel has l ong been active in med
ical as well as conservative affairs. He is
Vice-Chairman of the Southern Medical
Association, Missouri State Chairman of
the American Association of Physicians
and Surgeons, and a Director of the Mis,
souri Academy of General Practice. He
serves as Editor of "News and Views,"
the official organ of the St. Louis Acade
my of General Practice of which he is
past-President and is Chairman of the
Publication Committee of the "Missouri
Family Doctor," a state medical journal.

Secretary
MRS. MILDRED KAPLAN
Port Jervis, New York
Mrs. Kaplan is Secretary of the De r
park-Port Jervis Conservative Party Club
and Chairman of OUR (Oppose Urban
Renewal), a local citizens committee fight
ing for the rights of property owners. Mrs.
Kaplan is also an active member of Tem
ple Beth El and has served as Secretary
of the congregation. At present, she is
Treasurer of the Port Jervis Chapter of
Hadassah.
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A VISIT TO LIBERAL LAND
(A Post-Review Board Fantasy)
On Thursday, November 10, two
days after the landslide defeat of New
York's Civilian Police Review Board,
the following appeared in a front-page
article in the

New York Times:

Several Review Board supporters
expressed surprise at the large Jew
ish vote against the board.The vote
against the board was especially
strong in (heavily Jewish) middle
income areas of the Bronx, Queens,
and Brooklyn.
"We have to be much more so
phisticated about the various group
ings in our city (meaning Jews),"
said (the) ... Director of Education
and Urban Programming of the
American Jewish Committee.. ..
We have to find out what's bother
ing them and come up with liberal
answers to their problems so they
won't look the other way out of
frustration."
"The massive vote against the
review board," said . .. the Execu
tive Director of the New York Civil
Liberties Union, "was based on fear
or hatred or ignorance or a combi
nation of all three."

turned away from the liberal Jewish
leadership and if they did falter for a
moment it is only because of "frustra
tion" and certainly not from any honest
intellectual disagreement with that lead
ership. It would seem that in reacting
to the overwhelming Jewish anti-Review
Board vote, liberal Jewish groups have
decided to adopt this self-deceptive
stance in order to avoid the obvious
conclusion that Jewish New Yorkers
have simply had enough of being spoon
fed and misled by the liberal leaders and
have chosen this issue upon which to

of the American Jewish Committee. As
such you are firmly committed to a
view of reality in which all Jews can
at all times be counted upon to vote on
cue for the most absurd and irrational
schemes so long as they are labelled as
"liberal," "progressive," or just plain
"nice." It would be your belief, as an
orthodox liberal thinker, that you and
your fellow brain-washers had suc
ceeded, after years of hard labor, in
conditioning the Jewish community in
general and the New York Jewish com
munity in particular, to a point where

And so the frenzied campaign to
perpetuate political control over New
York's Police Department ends - not
with a bang, but a whimper. And the
disillusioned supporters of the board
trudge away into the smog-bound New
York sunset shaking their poor, be
wildered heads at the madness of a city
which had the temerity, the brazenness,
the down-right gall to vote in favor of
its own safety and survival.
The comments quoted above from
the Times reveal the lamentable fact
that however large the vote against the
Review Board may have been, the lead
ers of New York's liberal Establishment
have completely missed the point of that
vote. But perhaps this was to be ex
pected. We must try to be understand
ing with our liberal friends. Given their
own doctrinaire political viewpoint, it
is only natural that they should once
again turn truth on its head and, deny
ing the obvious, assert th:lt all that is
needed, now that the Review Board has
been defeated, are more and more liberal
solutions. Jewish New Yorkers have not

UNEMPLOYED: Member. of now defunct Civilian Complaint Review Board leave City Hall after last
meeting with Mayor Lindsay. They are, from left, Thomas R. Farrell, Dr. Walter I. Murray, Algernon
D. B lack, Manuel Dial, Harold Boer Jr., executive director.

repudiate those leaders. Of course, we
cannot expect the repudiated organiza
tions who supported the Board to recog
nize the true nature of the vote. For
them it will only be evidence of a
momentary aberration in the Jewish
community, the result of "fear or hate
or ignorance or a combination of all
three."
In order that we may better under
stand this odd reaction, let us for a
moment put ourselves in the place of a
dedicated worker for the American
Jewish Committee. Let us assume, as it
were, this gentleman's identity so that
we too m:ly experience first-hand his
reactions to the election results of No
vember 8, 1966.
Remember now, you are an employee
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they are ready and waiting, like so many
Pavlovian dogs, to run salivating to the
polls at a given signal, there to do the
bidding of forces and groups whose
true identity and purposes they do not
in the least comprehend.
It is now the evening of November 8.
You arrive home after a long hard day
of getting out the pro-Review Board
vote which climaxed weeks of intensive
campaigning aimed at convincing Jew
ish New Yorkers that a vote against
the Review Board was a vote for Adolf
Hitler, George Lincoln Rockwell, Ger
ald L. K. Smith and all their evil
minions. As you settle down in front of
the television to await the election re
sults you may be unsure about the city

(Continued on Page 12)

EDI,TORIAL:

WHEN IS A LIBERAL
Well, well, it would seem that we
have finally been discovered by the
"liberal" pundits of the "American" Ex
The American Examiner 1879
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Jewish 'Americanists' Exposed
SOME TIME AGO THE WORLD was treated to

a startling

of an organization

the emergence

and noisome spectacle:

calling itse r ! The Jewish Society of Americanists. Its

obvi

ous purpose was to conduct missionary work among Jews on
This

behalf of the John Birch Society.

was both

and unbelievable, since the Birch outfit had

amazing

demonstrated

early in its career an irresistible tendency in the direction
of fascism and anti-Semitism. What kind of Jews were these
who could find it in their heart, and in their mind, to support
a movement whose pernicious principles and vicious tactics
were regarded by many

0

our country's most distinguished

leaders as a subsersive and un-American phenomenon?
The Jewish Society of Americanists

has tried hard to

prove that it is "kosller" and has strenuously argued that it
Is not "a Jewish front of the John Birch Society." Its chair
man, a certain J. A. Siegel,

of Colorado Springs, Colorado,

In a letter to the Heritage, of Los Ang'eles, sought to refute
made by that publication,

statements

wrote

and

in part:

" ... let me affirm in on uncertain terms that the Jewish
Society

is entirely

of Americanists

an independent entity

and not, as you state, an arm of the John Birch Society."
The editor of Heritage, Herb Brin, served up a quick and
decisive ripest. He got hold of

a document issued by

the

Jewish Society of Americanists from which he quoted these
words:
"We, Jewish members of

the John Birch Society, have

formed the Jewish Society of Americanists, in order to dem
onstrate to our fellow Americans and co-religionists that the
American

belefs

principles,

and

aims

of the John Birch

Society are based on the very principles of Judaism ...

"

If this is not fronting for the John Birch Society, then
the members of the Jewish Society of Americn,nists llad bet
ter go back

to

school to learn the meaning of the

word.

And, incidentally, what in thunderation is an Americanist?
On second thought, maybe our revlusion to this word is
unjustified. Actually, the
scriptive

of

a

cheap,

term "Americanist"

crass,

vulgar

kind

of

is vividly de
salesmanship

which would demean and debase the American idea for the
sake of peddling a movement that is the exact antithesis of
Americanism and Judaisril, both of

which it besmirches by

suggesting that they are akin to the prinCiples, beliefs and
methods of Birchism.
Heritag'e

should

be

commended

for

administering

the

coup de grace to the false disclaimers, insincere protestations
and devious logic behind the egregiOUS concoction th3 t 50es
by the name of Jewish Society of

i\mericanists.

September 1 issue of the American Examiner, the Jewish weekly.
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aminer. Lest some of our gentler non
fascist JSA members be shocked at the
somewhat less than tolerant tone of this
piece we would remind them that lib
erals often get this way when chal
lenged. As a matter of fact, chronic
hysteria seems to be an occupational
disease of the left wing in this country.
Like the man who could resist every
thing but temptation, the liberal com
munity, it would seem, can stand any
thing but opposition. And once they
make the startling discovery that there
actually are a few hardy souls who dare
to disagree with the gospel according
to Arnold Forster, these hitherto "free
thinking" sages throw what is com
monly known as "a fit". And if, to
make matters worse, they come upon
a whole nest of conservative dissenters
who have the audacity to form them
selves into an organization, well, batten
down the hatches, men, we're in for
a blow!
The particular storm through which
we are passing at the moment is, of
course, merely a continuation of the
disturbance
atmospheric
unabating
which has swept through the Jewish
community ever since the formation of
the JSA last Spring. You might say that
the hurricane season started early for
us this year with several rather strong
gusts greeting us upon our arrival in
Chicago for our April organizational
conference. Since that time hardly a
week has gone by which has not wit
nessed some frantic attack first by the
ADL and later by their fellow travellers
in the liberal branch of the' Jewish
press. The Examiner's editorial is quite
correct; there has been "a noisesome
spectacle" taking place within the Jew
ish community, but it has not been the
JSA which has produced it. On the
contrary, as we stated in our first News
letter which appeared last July:

We do not challenge the right of
liberal Jews to act as they see fit,
but we do ask that they uphold our
right of free expression iust as we
are prepared to protect theirs.
Our attitude has not changed sll1ce

NOT SO LIBERAL?
those words were written. We have
steadfastly refused to sink to the level
of those who have sought to defame
our organization and intimidate our
members. Perhaps we were deceiving
ourselves in hoping that by proceeding
with fairness and reason, we would
elicit the same kind of reaction from
those with whom we differed. At any
rate, although our naIvete was soon
shattered by the fury of the attacks up
on us, we cannot even now avoid a
feeling of sadness at such irrational
diatribes as the pitiful piece which we
have reproduced here.
This editorial is clearly the writing
of a frightened man, a man pursued by
phantoms of neo-Nazi-Fascist hordes
which might be far from the conscious
ness of most Americans in this year of
1966 but which are, doubtless, quite
real to him. We cannot believe that this
monstrous distortion of the true liber
tarian nature of the conservative move
ment will convince many people, but
just for the record and if for no other
purpose than to reassure this troubled
man that we are not his enemies and
that we really mean him no harm, we
would like to respond to a few of the
specific charges which poke up here
and there amid the hysterical outbursts
which pepper this unfortunate article.
First of all, it is manifestly untrue
that our purpose is to recruit Jews into
the John Birch Society. If this were
our purpose, our organization would
have to be considered a total flop at its
very inception since half our officers
are in no way connected with the Birch
Society. We are a conservative organiza
tion and it is only natural that our
mernbers are also active in other con
servative groups. We have found that
our younger members are usually af
filiated with the Young Americans for
Freedom, the Intercollegiate Society of
Individualists, or the Young Republi-,
cans. Among our older members (old
fogies above the age of thirty) there
seems to be a preference for the Repub
lican Party, the new Conservative par
ties which have sprung up around the
country, the American Legion, and the

filiated with any or all of the above
groups are naturally quite proud of
their respective organizations and we
encourage them to feel this way. We
approve of all these groups and feel that
each has a part to play within the grow
ing conservative movement.

These are the principles which our
founders considered to be common to
the Jewish and American traditions and
which make up the basic faith of the
Birch Society, the JSA, and all con
servative groups dedicated to preserving
our free heritage.

In regard to the passage quoted in
the editorial which was lifted from the
Statement of Principles of the founders
of the JSA, we ought to point out that
this document which we sent out to
virtually every Jewish paper in the
country (that is how Mr. Brin "got
hold" of it - we sent it to him) was
written by the three Jewish Birchers
who founded our organization and is
a statement of their personal beliefs.
This is not the platform of the JSA (our
organizational platform appeared in
our first Newsletter and is available on
request) but merely a statement by the
founders of why they formed the JSA.
The Examiner editorial quotes only half
of the first complete sentence of the
Statement which reads in full:

We are not carrying on some silly
masquerade; if we were a branch of
the Birch Society, we would say so. We
consider the Birch Society to be one
of many fine patriotic groups in this
country, but on behalf of our many
members, including our Chairman "a
certain Joe Siegel from Colorado
Springs" who are not Birchers, we object
to being called a front group for any
one.
At the same time, we categorically
deny and repudiate any and all charges
that the Birch Society or any other
responsible conserva tive organization
has demonstrated "an irresistible ten
dency in the direction of fascism and
anti-Semitism." The American Exam
iner must know that the entire philoso
phy of the conservative movement is
anti-collectivist and therefore directly
opposed to all forms of authoritarian
ism - fascist, Communist, or what
have-you - which restrict individual
liberty. It is no less absurd to accuse
the Birch Society of anti-Semitism
when, as has been clearly demonstrated,
il1 the few cases in which anti-Semitic
infiltrators have managed to worm
their way into the Society, they have
been removed as soon as their un
American views became apparent. In
conclusion, then, we are neither "front
ing" for the Birch Society (whatever
that means) or acting as a branch for
the Birch Society, but we do reserve
the right as a Jewish col1servative or
ganization to defend any and all of the
allied organizations which make up the
conservative movement against the kind
of unjustified charges and outright
smears which appear in the Examiner
editorial.
Near the end of the editorial, it is
suggested that we JSA members go

We, Jewish members of The
John Birch Society, have formed
the Jewish Society of American
ists, in order to demonstrate to our
fellow Americans and co-religion
ists that the Americanist principles,
beliefs and aims of The John Birch
Society are based on the very pre
cepts of Judaism which have be
come part of the foundation of our
Western civilization.
And what are these precepts which
motivate not only the Birch Society but
the entire conservative movement? The
answer is to be found in paragraph
three (3) of the founders' Statement:
We affirm that the vast majority
of Jews in America remain loyal
to the precepts of our Constitution,
to the philosophy of government
expounded by our founding fathers,
to the sanctity of the individual, to
the concepts of free enterprise and
private property . We affirm that
appeasement of Communist bar

back to school. This seems a strange
suggestion coming from a writer who

John Birch Society which is, after all,

barism is morally indefensible and

in the very next sentence asks, "what

the single largest conservative group in
the country.
Those JSA members who are also af

must be opposed by all men who
would live in freedom.

in thunderation is an Americanist?"
For the answer to this question, this
(Continued on Page 11)
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ANUKKAH

•
•

THE

At sundown December ii, and for
seven successive evenl ngs t hereaft e r.

hedu in the ne x t ye;H when Antiochus.

Illost citizens. Upon being brought he

st r i ving [or the religious consensus so

fa m il ies i n J ewish ho m es th ro ugho u t

cl ear to the hearts of tyrants, I ssued an
edict forbid di ng Te m pl e sacrifices. sab
Gath ;lIld festival observances as well as

fo re the alt:lr and co illmanded to sJeri
hce to the idol, M a ttathl as f b t ly refused
Jnd when a more "liberal" Jew stepped

;he wo r l d

will

gather :lround

sm:lll

menorahs (eight-branched clndebbras)
to recite prescri bed pr:lyers :lnd k indle
the ritual candlc s usheri ng in the one

the

p ractice of virtually all rhe

pre·

sc ribccl ritu:Ils of the Je w ish hth. In

thousand, one hUlldred :'I d thirty-first
celebration of th e festi val of H:lIl u k bh .

addition, Jews were forced to e:lt for
bidden foods and to sacrifice uncle:lll

On the first eve ni ng, one candle is li t ,

;Inim:ds on pagan altars which h;ld been
erect ed in villa g e s through out the !:Ind.

on the next night two and so Oil, add ing
one each night until, on the e ighth
e venin g , eight candles shine forth pro
clai ming the miracle of the first Hanuk

IGlh celebr a ted in Jerusalem so many
centuries ago.
The J c (()unt of the ol'igin of this fes·
tival is found ill the Apocrypha, the
collection of thir teen non-canonica I

Great,

descendant of

another

of

Alexander's old commanders.
At first. the Jews welcomed the new
ruler who p romi sed them th:ll they
would be permitted to observe thei r
uniq ue c u l tural a nd religious traditions
without Fe:\\' of molcst;1tion. I lowe v e r ,
with the d ea th of Antiochus the Great.
the situation beg an to deteriorate. His
son , Seleucis IV, ig n oring his father's

For sever<ll months Matt<lthias and

Antiochus, confident that the s e meas
ures wo ul d cluse the Je ws to ;Ibandon
their edith in God, confidentlv aW:litcd
wh:n he believed would be the speedy
disappear:lllcc of the Jewish religiol\.

who turned the small gue r ri ll a band
The struggle soon became a full- scale
w;\\, (or independence forcing Antio
(hus to send whole a rmies agains t the
rehels in an att em pt to stamp OUt the
Mattathias Rebels

I)ut, thc children of: Israel wh o have so
o t ten been Gtlled upo n to sacrifice them
selves for the s;Jnctificltion of the Di
vine Name. vowed t ha t the t y rant
would not succeed in his attempt o
destroy their ancient bith . Al l over

P :dest i ne ,

J ew s

growing resistance. l3ut 'vvhat J ucbh 's
zealous t roo ps locked in weapomy.
they more than made up in rel i gious
fervor and dedication to the cause or
libert y. Four ti mes Antiochus' great
:lI'll1ies met Judah on th e field of battle
and fllur t i m e s Judah's gallant f o rces
administered crushing defeats to the

IIlg the sabbath and refusing to eat for

hated oppressors. Miraculously, again
and :Igain courage and com mit m ent
won ou t o ver su p erio r forces and finally
the war s eem ed WOI1. I n Autumn of
164 B.C., Jucbh's ragged army marched

town

:Ind

t riumphan tly into ;\ liberated Jeru sa lem.

t e rror throughout the Llll(1.
But, the spirit of resi s t an ce colltinued

Much had to be d one to restore the
Hol y City to its former glor y but the

igno red the represslve

edict and many who persisted in keep
bidden foods were put to death . Antio
(hus' troops mar ched from town to

slaughte ri n g

the

bithEul

s p re:l ding

ning. Se le uci s was a ssas s inate d and s uc

o f Modein when the King's
t roops arrived to enforce the ed ict of

ph<1n es who initiated a progr:1m of reli
giol1s persecution which was eventual l y
to d ri v e the Jews to full-scale revo l ut i on .
In 169 B.C., he looted the T emple even
going so far as to s tri p the gold le;lf
from its ve ry facade. Matters c a rn e to a

in ,he cause or freedom. The y heg;\I1
to wage a s Jloradic g ue rril l :1 campaign
aga i n st .\ntiocbus' army of o cc U p a ti oll,
dest roying pag all altars and cleansing
the land of i dola trous influences. Old
Mattathi;ls s oon died and the leade rs hi p

into a d i scip l ined army of liberation.

to grow among the peo ple Ulltil there
was needed only one spark to I g nite :1
na tion- wid e rebellion.
The spa rk was sl ruck in the Pales

ceeded by his brother An t i ochus Epi

hiS sons r e ma i ned in the mountains
t ra i ni ng the growing number of faith
ful Je w s who flocked to his banner wel 
co ming Ille oppo rt un it y to take lip arms

passed to h i s son Ju dJh called " the Mac
cahee" (i.e., "the hammer") a daring
an d imaginative military per so ll<l lity

guarantees of religious freedom, :lI
tem pted to gain posses sion of the Treas
ury h elonging to the Hol y Te m ple in
Jerusalem. But this was onl y the hegin

to figh l ror the Lord,

fled to the hills with his five sons, there

the coul1lry.

r

nukkah.

the

the apostate Jew, alI(I ca l li ng

v ol unt e ers

of ;111 a l ta r to Zeus in the very cour t 

ya rd or the Ho ly T em p l e it sel'

we find the story of the events sur
roun din g the first observance of Ha

defeat of Pto lemy' s a r mies,
Pa .!cstine was ;lI\ ne x ed by the Victorious
Seleucid Empire ruled hy ;\ntiochus

for

to o rg<lnize an a rmed force which
wo uld event u:t 1 ly sweep pa ganism from



m ilitary

oUicer dnd

The fil I al h las phemy was the erection

books of his tory, proph e cy, and pro
verbs written in the ce nt u rie s i mmedi
at e l y follow ing the biblical p eriod .
Here, in the First Boo/( of Maccabees,

In 323 B.C., Alexander the G re at
died, l eavin g his vast empire to be di
vided up between his foremost fTenerals.
One of these, Ptolem y, se i ze d ' control
of Egypt amI Palestine :lIld established
;In heredita ry d ynasty over the area. The
Jews of Pa lestine lived und e r Ptolemaic
rule until 19i1 B.C. when, following the

from the crow el and offered to perform
the bhlsphen lOus act , the ol d p riest
seized a knife, killed both the King's

tini:m

town

religio us oppression. A pagan altar W;lS
erected and the roy a J o fficer hegan to
look around for a likely p er s o n to oUer
the s acrific e to the statue of Z eus . He
pic k ed MJttathias, an old man of priest.
Iy lin e age and one of the town's £ore

6

first ord e r of busin e ss was to cl eanse the
desecr:1ted Tem pie. The profaned altar

;\ I1 d p:lg;Hl i do l were torn d o wn anc! a

new altar buil t in its place. Polluted
T em ple vessels were re placed by new
ones which had never been used for
pagan worsh ip 'md fai thful pri es ts were
restored to their sac red duties. l3y De 
cember of 164 B.C., the cleansing of the
T em ple w as completed and the entire

city j oined in the re-dedication of God's
House. For eight days , the j ubi ,l a n t

FEAST OF LIGHTS
population

engaged

in

feasting

and

celebration at the rebirth of freedom in
the land and the reconsecration of the
Holy Temple.
Legend has it that at the time there
could be found in the war-torn coun
try only one small cruze of undefiled
oil with which to kindle the Temple's
eternal lamp which signified the pres
ence of God in Israel. This small
amount of oil was barely enough for
one day but miraculously, it lasted
throughout the entire eight-day period
of re-dedication until more sacred oil
could be found. It is this miracle which
we today celebrate by the kindling of
sacred candles during the eight days of
Hanukkah (which in Hebrew means
"dedication").
In the words of the ancient hymn tra
ditionally sung at this season:

middle

battle against those who would enslave

eastern power struggles. These three
miracles have much to say to us today
as we in this blessed nation strive to
overcome the new paganism of the
international
Communist
tyranny
which seeks to bury us and all we be
lieve in even as Antiochus sought to
bury religious freedom and human

them - these are the lessons implicit
in the first of the three miracles of
Hanukkah.
The second miracle speaks not of

and

flow

of

the

unending

dignity in ancient Israel.
The message of the first miracle of
Hanukkah is clear; it tells us that those
who cheri9h their right to think, speak,
anD worship in freedom must be ready
to fight and if need be give their lives
for these principles. Hanukkah cele
brates a military victory, not merely of

The Grecians were gathered to
gether against me .... They broke
down the walls of my towers, and
defiled all the oils; but from one
of the last remaining flasks a mira

work of removing all pagan influences
from the land. The nation rej,oiced in
its newly won liberty and settled down
to enjoy a full century of independence
and freedom from foreign occupation.
The story of Hanukkah is history at
its most exciting and inspiring level,
but in celebrating this holiday we are
not merely commemorating a miracle
which toak place some twenty centuries
ago; we are, at the same time, proclaim
ing our devotion to the very principies
which motivated the dedicated follow
ers of Judah the Maccabee in ancient
Israel. In the largest sense, Hanukkah
celebrates three miracles: the first is the
military victory of a smalI, ill-equipped
band of free men over the vast armies
of a tyrant, the second is the reconse
cration of the Temple and the miracle
of the oil which burned for eight days
proclaiming the presence of God in
His House; the third miracle is that
for one hundred years thereafter the
tiny Hebrew nation remained free and
independent amidst the turbulent ebb

the oppressor. When men fight for free
dom and human dignity, when they are
ready to lay down their lives for Divine
principles, God takes a hand. The Bib
lical God is a God of Battles as well
as a God of Peace. When His children
take up His cause, He does not abandon
them but leads them on so long as they
remain strong in their faith and con
fident of His deliverance. The God
Who fought against the armies of An
tiochus is the same God Who sank
the Egyptian chariots in the Red Sea,
Who gave his children victory over the
Moabite, the Canaanite, and the Ame
lekite, Who tore down the walls of
Jericho and sent a plague upon the
Assyrians when they laid seige to His
Holy City. This Biblical God of Battles

cle was wrought for thy beloved,
and their men of understanding
appointed these eight days for song
and praises.
Following the liberation of the Holy
City, Judah's victorious army went out
into the countryside to complete the

man but of God. The one-day supply
of oil burned in the Temple for eight
days and the people knew that it was
God who had given them victory over

is a far cry from harmless, virtually im
potent "daddy in the sky" served up
to us by the liberal theologians. It is no
wonder that we are now assailed by the
absurd cry that "God is dead." In a
sense of course, they are quite right;
the non-Biblicat, inoffensive god which

Hanukkah Menorah

Hebrew over pagan but of freedom
over tyranny. Judah the Maccabee did
not speak of co-existence with the op
pressor; he cared enough for his peo
ple's freedom to take up arms in its de
fense. He was the most religious of

liberal religion has given us is quite
dead, but that is because he never lived
either in reality or in the hearts of men.
A god who lays down no laws, who
demands no sacrifice or commitment
is and should be dead to us because he

men as were his compatriots, but they
marched into battle knowing that God's
Kingdom cannot always be defended
peacefully. There comes a time when
the Lord demands the sacrifice of strong
arms as well as of gentle hearts, when
freedom needs defenders, and when,
paradoxically, a just peace can only be
won by force of arms. At such times
pacifism is the very denial of religious
responsibility and those who in the

is irrelevant to human life. But the God
of the Bible-our God-lives and calls
us to live for Him and, if necessary to
fight to preserve the civilization which
was founded upon His laws of morality
and justice. We today have much to

name of religion would

sit idly by

while the enemies of freedom sweep
away the liberties which are our herit
age from four thousand years of West
ern Civilization, can hardly be con
sidered to be doing God's work. That
freedom is sacred, that it must at times
be defended in war, that religious men
must be willing to take to the field of
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learn from the second miracle of Ha
nukkah and from the last words spoken
by the dying Mattathias to his warrior
sons:
And thus consider ye from genera
tion to generation, all who hope in
Him shall want for nothing ....
And ye my childt'en, be strong and
show yourselves men on behalf of
God's Law; for therein shall ye
obtain glory.
(I Maccabees 2 :61-65)
(Continued on Page 11)

COLLEGE COORDINATORS
(Continued from Page 1)
Monroe Allen Sherrow of West Hart
Eord, Connecticut. Monroe is a junior at
the University of Hartford, majoring in
business administration. He is a mem
ber of he varsity debating and wrest
ling squads (liberals beware!) and has
long been active in campus conservative
affairs. He writes a column oE conserva
tive opinion in the university newspaper
which is fittingly titled, The Monroe
Doctrine. He is a founder of the Jeffer
son Society, a student patriotic organi
zation, a member of Young Americans
for Freedom and of the American Opin
ion Library Board of Greater Hartford.
As a committed Jew, he finds time in
his busy schedule to be an active mem
ber of he Emmanuel Synagogue of
Hartford and of "ATID," a nationwide
campus organization committed to
strengthening
Jewish
religious
life
among college students. It will be Mon
roe's job, so to speak, to coordinate the
Coordinators, and since his principle
interests are Americanism and Judaism,
now that he has an organization to
work for which combines them both,
we expect that he will be of invaluable
help to our cause.
The second Collegiate Coordinator
who will be in charge of the Midwest
and Western states is Mr. Loren Smith
of Skokie, Illinois. A law student at
Northwestern University outside of
Chicago, Mr. Smith is a junior member
of the Illinois Bar Association. A dedi
cated conservative, he is a member of
the Philaddphia Society of the Inter
collegiate Society of Individualists,
Young Americans for Freedom, the
Young Republicans, the Conservative
Club of Chicago, and the Edmund
Burke Society of America. His interest
in his Jewish faith has led him to join
the Northwestern chapter of the Hillel
Foundation, a nationwide organization
of Jewi9h college youch. Loren was with
us at our Chicago Conference and was
a great help to us during our delibera
tions at that time. We know we can
count on him for conscientious organi
zational work (as well as legal advice
in the future in case the ADL ever tries
to have JSA declared a subversive or
ganization) .
For the post of Southern Collegiate
Coordinator, we have chosen Mr. Dan
iel Paulson of Washington, D.C. A
junior at American University located
in our nation's capital, Mr. Paulson is
a History major and a member of the
(Continued on Page 11)

THE SOCIALIS ASSAULT
ON AMERICAN MEDICINE
Thomas Paine wrote "that those who
expect to reap the blessings of freedom
must, like men, undergo the fatigue of
supporting it." For many years Marjorie
Sharon has written in her "Challenge
to Socialism" that "it is hardly lack of
due process for the Government to regu
late that which it subsidizes." This is the
crisis that one faces in America today.
In other words, "He who pays the piper
calls the tune." Look about and what
does one see?-Subsidies to education,
to medicine, to law, to etc. etc., and he
who pays the bills will call for his pound

medical staff, in regard to Medicare
patients.
1n Kentucky, one doctor is paid one
fee, and a specialist a higher fee for the
same treatment and same procedure.
How long before the cancer of politics
causes a professional civil war among
the doctors of Kentucky?
In Minnesota, authoritarianism again
raises its ugly head. The doctor who
treats the welfare patient must accept
assignment according to the State Wel
fare Department, which is in direct

have to work twice as hard because

opposition to the free spirit of Ameri
can law. Legal action is pending in both
Kentucky and Minnesota over the usur
pation of the law by the bureaucrats,
and doctors in those states should fight
like tigers over the breakdown of the
law by bureaucrats with unlimited
funds. This will happen in every state
of the Union unless the people are
warned.

compulsory health insurance is a vote
getting gimmick of the power hungry
bureaucrat who expects to profit by the
miseries of defenseless humanity. State

Blue Shield, according to Dr. Hard
grove S. Norris of St. Augustine,
Florida, now has become an official
representative of the Government. By

medicine is costly, inferi r, of limited
quality and quantity and destructive of
the all-important private and personal
contact between the receiver and the
giver because it debases the physician
through bedevilment, threats, and pun

contract Blue Shield has become a bu
reau of HEW. The so-called "Voluntary
Insurance" plan is now socialized medi
cine for the aged, commonly called

of flesh. When Medicare became PL 8997 on July 1, 1966, there was no last
stand fight to the finish, no Churchill
to say "we shall never surrender." There
was appeasement, ignorance, indiffer
ence and sheer laziness pervading a
large part of the medical profession. We
who have fought the fight now shall

ishments, and introduces the element of
federal coercion into a once-free and
voluntary area.
In Chicago, last June, the House of
Delegates of the A.M.A. passed a reso
lution allowing separate biUing for Pro
fessional Services by Hospital-Based
Physicians. Now the lawyers for the
Board of Trustees of the A.M.A. have
advised them not to implement the
resolution. As Marjorie Sharon asks,
"What has happened to the J udeo Chris
tian ethic when a physician has to be
told what is unethical in a matter of
common decency t"
In the two months of Medicare in
just one hospital, New York's Mt. Sinai,
forty-two clerks have had to be hired
at a cost of $200,000 just to fill out forms.
Multiply this across the country and the
cost will be staggering to our people.
Remember, this is not for healing the
sick, but for form-fillers!
Hospitals are demanding various
forms to be filled out, all depending on
the demands of the local commissar
either directing the hospital or the local
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Medicare. The American Hospital As
sociation designed the hospital forms
that they insisted had to be signed to
admit a Medicare patient. So here we
have Blue Shield and the American
Hospital Association as cooperatives
rather than elements of a free society.
The factor which has produced Social
ization of Medicine in America is the
apathy of the American Physician and
the lust for power in politics whether
Congressional or Presidential.
Dr. Sharon states that the Social Se
curity Act initiated by one party was
condoned by the other. "It is the most
etlil law on the statute books, for it con
duces to the elimination of family re
sponsibility. It corrupts the corruptible.
It has opened us to an era of destructive
Power, Corruption, Deception and
Compulsion." American medicine gave
this country, over the years, the health
and well being to reach the heights we
did before the social planners took over.
Already the decay has set in and if it
continues, the country will slowly fall
like all the others who embraced this
sick form of government.
-B. W. FINKEL, M. D.

HAYM SA OMO
This is the first in a series of
articles which will deal with the
contributions of American patriots
of the Jewish faith to the security
and well-being of our nation.
In American historical annals cover
ing the years during and immediately
following the Revolutionary War, the
name of Haym Salomon appears promi
nently among those without whose
patriotic services, the young nation
might not have survived. Born in
Poland in 1740, Haym Salomon ar
rived in New York in the early 1770's
and soon became involved with the
Sons of Liberty and other patriotic
groups working for American inde
pendence.

•
•

AME ICAN PATRIOT

him to procure a loan, establish a busi
ness, and become one of the foremost
citizens of Philadelphia all within less
than three years. During this period
and the years immediately following it,
Haym Salomon became one of the
principle financial backers of the new
American government and of the
ragged and underfed Continental Army
which was in constant need of support.
In 1781, Robert Morris became United
States Superintendent of Finance. He
and Salomon became close friends and
together succeeded in establishing the
new nation on a firm financial founda
tion. The credit of the young govern
ment was based primarily on bills of
exchange for which Salomon was the
principle negotiator. During this period

At the ou break of the Revolution, he
identified himself openly with the

cy and turned him over to the military
to be used as an interpreter between the

However, with typical resourcefulness,
he not only made good his escape but

took with him his Hessian guard whom
he had talked into deserting to the
Americans. He managed to elude his
British pursuers and finally to reach
the American lines whence he made
his way to Philadelphia, the seat of the
new Continental Congress.
Realizing that his greatest talents lay

dealings. He advanced large sums to
many of the principle figures in govern
ment so as to allow them to continue
their services to their country. James
Madison, who was constantly coming
to Salomon for financial aid, wrote:
"the kindness of our little friend on
Front Street is a fund which will pre
serve me from extremities, but I never
resort to it without great mortification
as he obstinately rejects all recompense."
The "friend on Front Street" was
Haym Salomon who gave freely of his
capital to all those whose financial well
being he believed to be in the best in
terests of his country. He aided many

be found in the early histories of that
city. His profound commitment to his
Jewish tradition led him to become a
founder of Congregation Mikveh Israel
of Philadelphia and treasurer of that
city's first Jewish charitable organiza

British and the Hessian forces. In this,
the British had made a serious error
for Salomon used the increased freedom
of ,his new position to assist many cap
tured American soldiers to escape from
the British military prisons and, in ad

that the British launched an investiga
tion aimed at uncovering the cause of
the trouble. Of course, Haym Salomon
was soon discovered to be the secret
American agent and, once again, he
was placed in prison under heavy guard.

as the chief financial support of his
struggling country, Salomon's selfless
ness is evident in his personal financial

of the military and civil leaders of the
nation, most of whom were his per
sonal friends, with what one often de
scribed as "unequalled generosity and
delicacy." His frequent gifts to the poor
of Philadelphia are also notable and can

American cause and was soon arrested
by the British authorities. He remained
in prison for some time until the British
discovered his great linguistic proficien

dition, used his knowledge of German
to create confusion among the Hessian
officers and widespread desertion in the
ranks. The chaos caused among the
Hessians by this one man was such

In addition to the admirable gener
osity and patriotic devotion he displayed

tion.
Haym Salomon

Robert Morris often turned to Haym
Salomon for personal loans to keep
the government going and the Army
fed. Morris was later to credit Salomon
with saving the nation from complete
financial collapse on several occasions
and of never refusing a request put to
him by his country regardless of the
risks involved. When Morris estab
lished the Bank of North America as
a means of dbtaining funds to enable
the harried government to carry on,
Salomon became its principle depositor,
placing his entire fortune at the dis
posal of his country. In addition to his
services in negotiating loans for the gov
ernment, he continued to give the treas
ury tremendous outright gifts for which
he asked no return. A United States

His

principle

occupation,

however,

was always the well-being of his coun
try and it was said that the Continental
Army had two men to thank for its
continued survival, "George Washing
ton who led them and Haym Salomon
who fed them." For it is virtually cer
tain that without the food and clothing
supplied by the little broker on Front
Street, the American forces would sim
ply have frozen and starved to death
during the merciless winters of those
few years of war; American indepen
dence would have disappeared with
them.
When the end of he war finally did
come, there was little remaining of
Haym
Salomon's
fortune.
Nearly
every penny had been given away in
the service of the nation. He died a poor

Senate report was later to state that

man in 1785 of a tubercular condition

best. But, first he had to establish him

Salomon "gave great assistance to the
government by loans of money and by

prison seven years earlier. He was buried

self financially. He had been forced to

advancing liberally of his means to sus

in the field of finance, he set about
to serve his country in the way he knew

leave all his money and property in
New York, but his reputation as a fight
er for American independence enabled

tain the men engaged in the struggle
for independence at a time when the
sinews of war were essential to success."
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contracted while he was in a British
in the old Jewish cemetery which still

stands on Spruce Street in Philadel
phia. Hundreds of those he had helped

(Continued on Page 12)

JSA GROWTH
(Continued from Page

continued to receive the steady stream

1)

mud-slinging and name-calling of the
past few months. We expected it, we
have survived it, and we shall continue
to carry on as usual regardless of any
new smear techniques the defamers
might devise. Like the bundle of reeds
mentioned in t,he proverb at the begin
ning of this article, we-our members,
subscribers and friends-are bound to
gether in a steadily growing fellowship
of committed Americans. determined
that no amount of lies, per'sonal attacks,
and low blows will break us apart. They
have tried to destroy us not only by
attempting to keep new members from
joining our ranks, but also by approach
ing those who have already joined us
with hair-raising stories of "what JSA
is really like." But, we are happy to
report that all the reeds have remained
in the JSA bundle and we have not lost
a single member. In addition, Jewis-h
conservatives throughout the country
are realizing in ever growing numbers
that, while they remain unaffi liated,
they are vulnerable to all the threats
and methods of intimidation in which
rhe defamers excel. But once they join
JSA these hitherto slender reeds take
on the strength of an organization
which will not be scared off by the dis
mal crew of fear peddlers which is re
acting with such frenzy now that they
are discovering that the control they
thought they had over the minds of
Jewish Americans does not exist now
and, in fact, never has.
Meanwhile, back at the JSA offices,
and across the country, our volunteer
staff and regional representatives have
been busy publicizing ISA and distrib
uting our literature. Tens of thousands
of pamphlets containing our ten-point
Chicago Platform have gone to pros
pective members throughout the nation

while our September-October News
letter proved to be so popular that we

went into our second printing and post
poned the appearance of this Newsletter
for hree weeks in order to fill the
hundreds of requests for bulk mailings
of the previous edition. Because of the
continued demand, we have decided to
issue six-page reprints of the article on
The Destruction of the RUS.lian Jewish
Community to which there had been
such an enthusiastic response. We hope
to have this reprint ready by January.
At the same time that we were being
flooded by orders for Newsletters, we

of individual letters, membership appli
cations, and requests for information
which has continued unabated since
last June. We soon found that, once
again, the great volume of mail created
a situation in which we often fell be
hind in responding to all the letters we
received. We can only apologize for
any delays and ask that all our good
friends continue to write with the un
derstanding that we cannot always
guarantee as prompt a reply as we
would like to give. Please bear with us;
we trust that any inconvenience will be
outweighed by the knowledge that the
delay is caused by the large amount of
mail we are receiving which is greater
than anything we expected and requires,
for the present, additional labors on
our part to keep up with. At this point,
after checking our records, it appears
that we have answered all our corres
pondence. But if any of our readers have
not received replies, we ask that they
write again so that any oversight on
our part can be cleared up.

NEW PROJECTS

During the past two months, JSA
has launched several projects aimed at
reaching specific groups within the
American Jewish community. We have
found that more and more applications
have been coming in from college stu
dents, and we have a'ppointed several
of them to act as collegiate coordinators.
At he same time, we undertook what
came to be called "operation informa
tion" in which we sent mailings to one
thousand rabbis in major cities through
out the country. The mailings, which
were sent out by our local area repre
sentatives, were concentrated in New
York, Los Angeles, St. Louis, Miami,
Chicago, Phoenix, and sections of the
Rocky Mountain and Southeastern
areas of the country. We are proud and
happy to report that we have received
replies from more than one hundred
and fifty rabbis who desired to be put
011 our mailing list and to learn more
about our organization. Due to this en
couraging response, we shall continue
"operation information" during the
coming months until we have reached
as many rabbis and Jewish leaders as
possible.
We are also pleased to report that Dr,
Barney Finkel of St. Louis, Chairman
of our Doctors' Committee, has been
doing an admirable job of bringing
10

many new members of the medical pro
fession into our ranks. We know that
he will keep up the good work.
In recent weeks, we have concentrated
more on personal appearances than on
radio and television coverage of the
type we received over the summer. We
were asked to appear on the David
Susskind Show some weeks ago but
were forced to turn down this request
because the taping was to be done on
a Jewish holiday. But, in the main, we
have joe used on individual contacts not
only in recruiting new members but in
the equally important area of public re
lations that is, the presentation of our
beliefs and principles to small audiences
of concerned Jews. Typical of this ap
proach was the appearance of one of
our Vice"Chairmen before the youth
group of the Emmanuel Synagogue of
Hartford, Connecticut. Following a
short presentation, Lhere was a lively
question period during which the very
attentive and polite young audience ex
hibited a degree of intellectual curiosity
which clearly demonstrated that the
ADL brainwashing techniques have
not been successful with at least this
group of young people
As a matter of fact, there had been
quite a stir among the local ADL types
when it was learned that he young
people had invited us to speak. The
usual nasty telephone calls and hys
terical ultimatums were received by our
local representative. But, while the syn
agogue's board of directors backed
down and refused to allow the presen
tation to take place in the temple audi
to'rium, the rabbi would not be intimi
dated and offered us ,his own home for
the meeting. Here is a heartening ex
ample of one brave man, himself no
conservative, who was willing to stand
up for the principle of freedom of
speech. He is to be commended for his
courage.
All of these happenings of the past
month (and many others which space

will not permit us to discuss here)
might just be indications that we have
begun to break through "the fear bar
rier" which the ADL and its cohorts
have labored so hard to erect. Success
may not come quickly but we do prom
ise all our members and friends that we
will keep chipping away at the walls ot
misunderstanding so that eventually
free inquiry and rational discussion can
once more flourish within the Jewish

c ommunity.

-

olelieI'd
Dear Sirs,
For a very long time I have been
looking for an organization that shared

HANUKKAH

... NOT SO LIBERAL
(Continued from Page

5)

(Continued from Page
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The t,hird miracle of Hanukkah takes

gentleman need not go back to school
(although a few sessions of a course in

us into the hundred-year period follow

basic logic would do him no harm);
he has only to open any edition of Web

ing the victory of Judah's army and re
veals to us a century in which the land

ster's dictionary and, 10 and behold!
there he will find "Americanist" that
"cheap, crass, vulgar" word as he de

of Israel had rest from war. Taken in

munism is posing to our country.
I had grown tired and mad at hearing
that all Jews were liberals. I knew that

scribes it sandwiched between two other

there were many Jews like myself who

terms which this editorialist might find

freedom is truly a miracle. Once again
we find here a lesson for today's world

were violently opposed to commu
Dlsm....
Then a co-worker of mine brought

equally offensive: "Americanism" and
"Americanization." Webster, a notor
ious anti-Semite and right-wing ex

my beliefs regarding the threat com

me your Newsletter and I was so im
pressed with your group and the plat
form you stand for that I am immedi
ately writing to you to ask if I may join
your organization.
I am very proud of my Jewish heri
tage and I am equally proud to be an
American.... If my father were alive
today, his name would be on this letter
also.
He raised me to be an American first,
last, and always and to be proud to serve
this country as he did for over twenty
years in both the Navy and Army.
Again, my congratulations to your
wonderful organization.
Respectfully yours,
Martin G. Weissman
West Haverstraw, N.Y.
Dear Sirs:
My wife and I were overjoyed to read
of the formation of the JSA a few
months back, and recent reports that
you are prospering make us feel even
better ... we meant to write some time
ago but never got to it. You have our
best wishes for continuing success and
our congratulations for your courage,
initiative, and patriotism.
Very sincerely yours,
L. Wesley Hopper
Dear Sir,
Being both Jewish and a member of
the John Birch Society, I am pleased to
learn of this conservative Jewish organ
ization, We are certainly in need of this
kind of group.
In 1965, I had the honor of represent
ing our country and the Jewish com
munity at the "Maccabiah Games" in
Israel. ...
At present I am chairman of a suc
cessful Support Your Local Police cam
paign and I am anxious to do all I can
to preserve our American way of life.
God bless you,
Steve Parker
Reno, Nevada

tremist, defines an Americanist as "a
person sympathetic towards the United
States, its policies, etc."
There seems to be some difference
of opinion here as to the definition of
the term "Americanist," but while we
do not mean to insult our friend at the
Examiner by rejecting his singular in
terpretation of the word, we will stick
with Webster and continue to call our
selves Americanists since the word so
aptly describes what we are and how
we feel about our country. We Ameri
canists are like that, perhaps a bit
emotional about things like liberty and
human dignity and (Examiner, please
note) freedom of speech but we make
no apologies for how we feel about
America and if these feelings excite a
sense of "revulsion" in the 'breast of the
editorialist at the Examiner, so be it.
We have defended ourselves against
this type of attack before, we do so now,
and no doubt we shall be called upon
to continue to do so in the future.This
very article will no doubt touch off an
other storm, but we'll probably get used
to it in time.

the context of the chaotic political si
tuation of this period, this century of

or, more accurately, a promise for a
world to come which all of us can help
to build on this earth.This future king
dom of world peace and brotherhood,
like the peace of Maccabean Israel, will
have to be won by those sufficiently
committed to join the long, hard strug
gle against those who would impose
the universal peace of world-wide slav
ry on all men. Our aim is not peace
alone, peace at any price, but peace
with honor, with freedom, and with
dignity for all mankind. The rebels
who fought with Judah the Maccabee
could have remained at home and given
in to the demands of Antiochus. They
could easily have had peace on his terms
without

bloodshed

but

also

without

honor. They chose instead to fight for
the only peace worth having-the peace
of brave men living together in a free
society. The dedication of the Macca
bees

to

pressed

this
in

goal

is

Handel's

beautifully
great

ex

oratorio,

I udas Maccabeus :
o liberty, thou choicest treasure,

Seat of virtue, course of pleasure.
Life without thee holds no blessing,
No endearment worth carressing.

COLLEGE COORDINATORS
(Continued from Page

8)

university debating squad. He is an ac
tive worker in many good conservative
groups including the Young Republi
cans, the Friends of Rhodesian Inde
pendence, and the Young Americans
for Freedom of American University of
which he is a former Chairman.
The fact that outstanding young men
such as these have agreed to take on
the important task of helping to build

It is for this peace with liberty that
we as conservatives are fighting and
for which we must continue to strive.
In the heat of the many political battles
in which we are engaged, we may find
ourselves losing heart when we consider
the vastness of the task before us and
the great strength of the enemy. At such
times, the message of the Hanukkah
miracles can sustain us and give us the
courage we must have to gain victory

JSA, is tremendously encouraging to
all of us, for it is the young generations
of Americans who must be entrusted
with our nation's destiny and with our
hopes for a future of freedom for all
men.With each new student who joins

and rededicated to the sacred principles

JSA, that future seems to grow a little
brighter.

dom.
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over the forces of tyranny so that the
whole earth, like the Temple of old,
can be cleansed of the idolatrous in
Huences by which it has been defiled,
of individual dignity and human free

ELECTIONS
(Continued from Page 3)
wide outcome, but you are confident of
at least one thing; thanks to the very
thorough campaign of the American
Jewish Congress, the American Jewish
Committee, and the Anti-Defamation
League, the Jews of New York have
been so completely conditioned that
they can be counted upon to come out
in droves to protect the Review Board
which Mayor Lindsay in his god-like
beneficence has bestowed upon them.
In fact, the only Jewish group to come
out against the Review Board was the
relatively small Jewish Society of Amer
icanists and, although you have received
reports that their members have been
working actively against the Board
throughom the city, you know that they
do not reflect the opinions of most Jew
ish New Yorkers on this issue.
Having reassured yourself in this
manner, you switch on the TV and lean
back as the returns begin to ... "But,
what is this? ... Is the television set
going haywire? ... Has Walter Cron
kite made a mistake? ...Can these re
turns be accurate? .. . Can it be that
the Jewish neighborhoods are voting
two and three to one agaimt the Review
Board? But, it must be so. Walter Cron
kite has said it and he just doesn't make
mistakes.. . . . But, anyway, these are
just the early returns .... Wait till the
Brooklyn results come in."
Now, dear reader, we must try to
comprehend what is happening here and
what our state of mind would be were
we this particular liberal on this particu.
lar evening. We must try to see that
what is collapsing here is not merely
another hair-brained leftist scheme but
rather, an entire state of mind, a whole
climate of opinion upon which this man
and those like him have erected their
pat little worlds.And when, later in the
evening, a by now thoroughly dejected
Walter Cronkite appears on the screen
to repeat (reluctantly) that the Brook
lyn results have come in at better than
two to one against the Board, we must
understand that that world has taken its
final plunge into oblivion.
In a daze, you turn off the TV and
go to bed with the aid of several seda
tives and sleeping pills. You awaken on
the morning following the catastrophe
to a world which looks the same, yet is
not, for regardless of how calm the city
appears, Fascism is abroad this day.You
go down into the street and head for
the American Jewish Committee head

quarters seeking the comforting com
panionship of other martyrs to the Great
Cause. You move along the street stay
ing close to- the buildings to avoid be
coming an easy target for the hostile
bands of neo-Nazi police which are no
doubt prowling the city at this moment
in search of stray liberals or minority
group members upon whom to satisfy
their lust for blood.
To your great relief, you make it to
the office safely. On entering, you come
upon a wake-like scene. Many of the
pro-Review Board workers had been
there election night to hear the returns
and now a lone janitor moves about the
room, sweeping up the debris.You make
your way across the littered room, care
fully stepping over several overturned
TV sets which appear to have holes in
their screens shaped exactly like large
shoes.But your thoughts are interrupted
by several high-pitched screams coming
from the office of the Director of Edu
cation and Urban Programming. He
seems to be conducting a press confer
ence but you wonder what he could be
saying now that his pet bit of "urban
programming " has been overwhelm
ingly defeated by the voters - and by
Jewish voters at that.
As you enter the office, and looking
.
In the direction of the screams, you
locate the Director.His eyes bulge from
his flushed face as he struggles against
the restraining arms of his assistants
who are trying to hold him in his chair
while his secretary attempts to adminis
ter a tranquilizer. Their efforts are un
availing and the Director leaps from his
chair and begins to jump up and down
waving newspaper clippings about his
head and denouncing, in what has now
become a continuous screech, the hys
teria and irrationality which defeated
the Board.
Your gaze travels around the room,
resting for a moment on the gloomy
faces of the assembled reporters and
then passing on to another familiar
figure.The Director of the New York
Civil Liberties Union stands stiffly at
the window, fists tightly clenched, as
he looks out upon the streets of what
became on November 8, in the words
of the venerable Jacob Javits, "Amer
ica's first police state." Suddenly, he
turns from the window and shouts into
the room: "The Review Board was
destroyed by fear or hate or ignorance
or a combination of all three." Having
unparted this message, he runs from
the office by convulsive sobs, brought on,
12

no doubt, by this sensitive man's
realization that the once unblemished
liberal capital of the world has become
a citadel of hate and reaction.
Meanwhile, the man behind the desk
seems to have regained some of his
composure and begins to answer a ques
tion put to him by a New 'Yo1'k Times
reporter.His voice is still shaky but he
gets it under control and proceeds with
his response. No, he does not consider
the vote to be a repudiation on the part
of Jewish New Yorkers of the liberal
Jewish groups which supported the Re
view Board. No, Jewish New Yorkers
have not rejected a key plank in the
liberal program for their city. No, they
do not differ with the liberal approach
on this issue. They were just confused
and frustrated. What they demand are
more liberal answers to urban problems.
That is what is needed - more liberal
ism, and if that fails, still more liberal
ism.The Director leans forward on his
desk, as if for support, as he repeats
over and over and over ..."more liberal
solutions .. .more, more liberalism ...
more and more and more and ..." His
voice fades behind you as you make
your way out of the offices and into the
quiet streets. You try to think happy
th )U hts but somehow you can't help
wlshmg that you had an aspirin, or a
sleeping pill, or a one-way ticket to the
South Seas "or a combination of all
three."

HAYM SALOMON
(Continued from Page 9)
during his short life as well
inent government officials
mourn this selfless patriot
served his country with such

as prom
came to
who had
devotion.

Today, a handsome monument stands
in the center of Chicago, dedicated to
three great men who gave so much
that their country might live. Atop the
monument, stand three bronze figures;
their hands are clasped in friendship
and their eyes burn with a fierce deter
mination. Their names are inscribed
on the pedestal: George Washington,
Robert Morris, Haym Salomon.
Such Monuments are only tokens of
the debt we all owe to such patriots as
these. As for Haym Salomon he left us
a far greater monument, one which he
constructed with his own hands. This
monument is our country itself, Amer
ica strong and free.He gave all that he
had to establish it; we must be prepared
to give no less to preserve it.
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SOVIET JEWRY: AN UPDATED REPORT
This year of 1967 marks the fiftieth
anniversary of an historical event which
must rank in the minds of free men
everywhere as one of the most tragic
occurences of our modern age. In Octo
ber of 1917 the newly established provi
sional government of Russia which had
been laboring for nine months to lay
the foundations of parliamentary gov
ernment in the country was brutally
overthrown by a small but ruthless cabal
of Bolshevik conspirators committed to
the establishment of what they euphe
mistically referred to as "the dictatorship
of the proletariat." The resulting Com
munist tyranny has, over the past fifty
years) compiled a record of oppression,
brutaliry and inhumanity rarely excelled
in the history of man. The bloody record
of Soviet atrocities is, for the most part,
kept from the American people by a
news media largely under the control of
those committed to a philosophy of
co-existence at any price, but thanks to
the growing anti-Communist move
ment in Our nation, the true story of
the fifty year nightmare behind the Iron
Curtain is now being brought to the at
tention of more and more of our fellow
citizens. We as Jewish anti-Communists
feel a special responsibility to bring to
the attention of OUr co-religionists and
fellow countrymen one particular aspect
of the Soviet barbarism: that of the
planned and chillingly systematic war
of spiritual annihilation which the

rule nearly all traces of a once vibrant
Jewish community life have been des
troyed in Russia. All but a few syna
gogues have been forcibly closed by the
anthorities along with all Rabbinical
Seminaries, religious schools, Jewish
publications and other media of cultural
expression. It is forbidden to instruct
one's ohildren in the Jewish faith or the
Hebrew language and all attempts to
observe the traditional rituals of Judaism
are eirher carefully regulated by the
government or totally suppressed. Emi
gration is, of course, forbidden thus
making escape impossible. The Jews of
Russia dare not protest. They remember
the fate of those who tried. How can
they forget the night of August 12, 1952
in which every outstanding Jewish intel
lectual leader in the coumry was arrested
by the secret police and summarily exe
cuted? They remember too the many
Rabbis and Jewish lay leaders who
languish in Soviet prisons and labor
camps or who have been sentenced to
death on trumped-up charges of having
committed "economic crimes" again"t
the state. The Russian Jews remember
all this and so ·must we. But Soviet anti
Semitic persecution is no mere memory;
it is a present-day reality, and a more
terrible reality today than ever before.
There were those who believed that
the situation of Russian Jewry had dete
riorated over the past years to a point

already harassed Jewish communities
behind the Iron Curtain. The following
compilation of recent events in thls
tragic story speaks eloquently of the
appalling plight of the Jews under Com
munist tryanny.
June, 1967-the body of Rabbi Mikhel
Mozgorshvili of the city of Sukhumi in
the Georgian Soviet Republic was found
hanging upside down from a tree in a
local cemetery. The Rabbi, whose body
had been savagely mutilated, had been
kidnapped on his way home from his
synagogue by a Communist mob and
apparently lynched.
June, 1%7-Anti-Jewish rioting broke
out in Tashkent, USSR forcing Jews
to flee for their lives from the Commu
nist gangs roaming the streets in search
of victims.
une 19, 1967 - Polish Com'munist
Party Leader Gomulka warned all Jew
ish Poles against harboring sympathy
for the "Israeli aggressors". He referred
to the Jewish community as a "fifth
column" within Poland and hinted at
unspecified "repressions" against those
Jews not supporting his government's
pro-Arab policy.
June 25, 1967 - The Jewish cemetery
in Przemysl, Poland was desecrated by
"persons unknown" who uprooted many
tombstones and defiled the monuments.
June 25, 1967 - Soviet Premier Kosy

Communists have been waging against
the Jewish people for the past half
century.
Members of the Jewish Society of
Americanists are already familiar with
the history of Soviet anti-Semitic policies

where it could not possibly get any
worse. Much to their horror, the last
few months have witnessed a major
acceleration of the Communist anti
Semitic progra·m both· in Russia and its
sarellites in Eastern Europe. The June
war in which Israel scored its stunning

gin held a press conference at the United
Nations in New York during.which the
following exchange took place:
Question: Could you com·ment on
reports of a new wave of anti
Semitism in the Soviet Union as a
result of the Arab-Israeli war?
KOSYGIN: Well, I can only sur

as outlined in our JSA booklet: The
Destruction of the Russian Jewish Com
munity. They know that under Soviet

victory over Communist armed and sup
ported Arab troops has been used as an
excuse to increase the pressures on the

mise that that is an invention
trumped up by the author of the
(Continued on Page 3)
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EDITORIAL:

GUN LEGISLATION: Latest Liberal Panacea
Crime is On the rise in our country.
Both individual criminality and mass
law-breaking have never been more
widespread. The latter variety, in the
form of riots and civil disorder, is often
excused by more "liberal" observers as
the result of poverty, racial discrimina
tion, and a host of other injustices which
have been suffered by the offending
minority. But regardless of the claims
of such arguments, crime of whatever
variety is still crime and must be treated
as such if it is to be held within manage
able boundaries. The obviolls first step
in dealing with this growing problem
is more and better law enforcement to
protect the lives and property of our
peaceful
citizens.
But,
amazingl y
enough, the reaction of some groups
within OUr country to this crisis situation
has been precisely the opposite.
Some time ago, we were faced with
the threat of politically-controlled "Po
lice Review Boards" which, we were
somehow asked to believe, would lead
to a decrease.in crime not by controlling
the criminal, but by restricting and
harassing the police officer in the per
Jt:wish Society of Americanists
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formance of his duty. When it became
apparent that the American people
would not accept this weird reasoning,
other schemes were concocted which
would not be ,ubject to popular repeal.
One such attempt is the New York
State Penal Code which went into ef
fect last September I. Under this strange
code, a police oHicer is no longer per
mined to use his gun unless and until
the criminal uses or threatens to use
hi,. The only flaw in this law is that,
after rhe criminal uses his gun, the po
liceman may not be in -an
- y condtri'c)"J'rto
use his. He may, in fact, be dead. The
new Penal Code also forbids an officer
to fire at an escaping criminal unless he
is absolutely sure that said offender has
made use of a gun in committing his
crime. If the policeman does shoot and
kill a fleeing criminal who did not use
a gun in committing his crime, the
policeman call be "tried for murder.
These are only some highlights of
the new Penal ('...ode, a document which
in its totali·ty, has the effect of rendering
the police officer all but impoteor in
innumerable situations which call Eor
prompt law enforcement,
This peculiar trend is illustrated once
again by the clamor in liberal circles for
restrictive gun legislation on both the
state and federal levcls. In a recent
article, noted conservative eolumnist
and JSA Advisory Council member,
Mr. Alan Stang, examined the assump
tions beh.ind such legislation:
The theory seem! to be t!tat t"n
planning an armed robbery, or the
assassillation of a President of the
United States, a criminal will first
apply for a firearms permit at hi,
local policc station to avoid violating
the law.

That the theory i"

of

course, completely nonsensical was
demonstrated during the recent des

truction of Newark, wh.ere Sociab'st
terrorists used submachine guns.
As it Ilappens, sub machine guqs
must be registered, subject to severe
penalties, under the National Fire
arm, Act, a federal law. But the
terrorists u n d e r s tanda bly didn't
bother, because if you are planning
to destroy the United States, a fire
arms law becomes an unimportant
detail, does it not? Criminals have
never and will never obey firearms
la((Is, simply because they are crim·
inals --=-�-and criminals don'r"(ib y
laws.
Mr. Stang's logic is unassailable. The
proposed firearms legislation is perhaps
the most s·imple-minded approach to
crime prevention ever put forward in
our country. But it may also be the most
d;mgerous. For, while the criminal ele
ment will have no difficulty procuring
guns illegally, the law-abiding citizen
will be prevented from purchasi ng rhe
means to protect himself, his family, and
his property.
Do not be deceived by the relatively
limited scope of the legislation now be
ing proposed. In the words of Massachu
setts Senator Edward Kennedy: "This is
only the beginning." Clearly, the end
will be the disarming of peaceful Amer
icans by federal fiat which, together
with the steadily increasing restrictions
on police act·ion, may well leave our
people defenseless against the growing
mob violence which threatens our cities,
The JSA urges all our member< to
write to their senators and congressmen
and to take active roles in community
groups dedicated to supporting our local
police forces and opposing the danger
ous firearms legislation now being pro
posed in Washington. Act now! The
life you save may, qui·te literally, be
your own.
- JACK Ross
•

FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN (1889-1967)
We at the JSA join with Americans of all faith, in mourning the death of
Franci, Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York, and Military Vicar of
the United States Anned Forces, He was a devoted American patriot, a
comcientious defender

01

hi, faith, and a good friend to the Jewi,h people.

Our country is poorer for his passing.
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SOVIET JEWRY
(Continued from Page 1)
question himself. There has never
been and there is no anti Semitism
in the Soviet Union and 50 there
can he no question either of any
new wave because mere hasn't been
an old one ... Allegations to the
contrary are designed to depict in a
false light the situation in our coun
try.
July 1967 - Reports began to leak out
of Russia that Jews in substantial num
bers were moving from the towns and

villages into the larger urban centers in
an eflort to escape the threat of Commu
nist mob violence growing in the coun
tryside against Jewish communities too
small . ro ,;lef nd. themselves.
Aug'ust t '1967'''''' Pol i sh Jews' were
publicly warned once again agains-t
sympathizing with their co-religionists
in lsrael. A Communist mass meeting i.n
Warsaw adopted a resolution stating:
"we will not' remain indifferent toward
people who in the face of a threat to

world peace, hence also to the security of
Poland) support the aggressor."
August 2, 1967 - The Polish govern
ment was reported to have initiated a
major campaign in which anti-Jewish
and anti-Israel propaganda statements
were being disrributed to all Polish army
units.
August 6, 1967 - The Soviet Novosti
Press Agency released an attack on
Zionism and Jews which was primed in
papers throughout Russia. Zionis-m was
compared to the Mafia and referred to
as "3 dangerous weapon of the imperial
istic West."
August 7, 1967-Speaking in Geneva,
Israel's U.N. representative in that city
referred to "a heavy' cloud of foreboding

which hangs over the Jews in the Soviet
Union because of the anti-Jewish over
tones of the unbridled Soviet campaign
of incitement against Israel."
August 10, 1967 - Rabbi Bernard A.
Poupko, vice-president of the Rabbini
cal Council of America reported a new
wave of antj.Jewish senti·mems and dis
crimin[ttion sweeping the Soviet Union.
"The three and a quarter million
already isolated, wronged and frightened
Jews are now exposed to a new wave of
hatred and suspicion which may make
their life almost intolerable within
Soviet Society."
August 14, 1967 - A bomb, planted
by «persons unknown," exploded at a
meering in Buenos Aires which had
been called to protest growing Soviet
anti-Semitic abuses and to com:memorate
the Com.munist murders of the leading
Russian Jewish intellectuals on August
12, 1952.

August 16, 1967 - Ladislav Mnacko,
a leading Czech author whose citizen
ship has been revoked by his country',
Communist rulers accused the Czech
g0 vernment and Communist party of
.
beIng
made up of virulent anti-Semites
who "hurried to adopt an anti-Israel line
only in order to Create an anti-Jewish
atmosphere in the country." The Czech
people, he said, did not support this
policy "bm they don't dare open their
mouths_"
August 20, 1967-The body of Charles
H. Jordan, vice chairman of the Joint
Djstribution Committee. an interna
tional Jewish relief organization, was
found floating in the Zoltava River in
Prague, Czechoslovakia. Mr. Jordan,
who was on duty in Prague, had disap
peared from his hotel room several days
before.

August 20, 1967 - Rabbi Solomon
Freilich who had traveled to Russia to
observe the plight of the Jewish Com
munity was expelled from the country
by the Soviet authorities and charged
with "violating Sov·iet hospitality." This
action was noted as part of an effort by
Soviet authorities to conceal the true
situation of Soviet Jewry from ou side
.
V!ew.
August 21, 1967 - Louis Broido,
chairman of the Joint Distribution Com
minee, issued a statement regarding the
mysterious death in Prague of his
organization's Vice-c h a i r m a n . Mr.
Broido stated that "it is absolutely im
possible for us to accept the explanations
of the Czech Government regarding the
death of Mr. Jordan. The Czech Gov
ernment is covering.. up a Nile crime of
whi ch they must have had knowledge."
September 5, 1967 - The Czech Gov

ernment cancelled pef'mission for the
Jewish· comm-unity to celebrate the one
thousandth anniversary of Czech Jewry.
September 6, 1%7 - The newspaper,
Ukrainian Pravda, official organ of the
Ukrainian Communist Party, published
an article entitled "In the Serviee of
Reactionll in which Jews were attacked
as traitors. The article stated that "the
Jewish religion has always been the
maid-servant of the capitalists."
November 8, 1967 - Two years ago,
Soviet authorities forcibly closed down
the one remaining synagogue in Talinn,
capiral of Estonia. Widespread protests
resulted. Today the Communists an

swered the criticism. In a calculated in
sult to the Jewish co mm unity of 4,500
souls, the authorities offered them a

building in which to hold religious ser
vices - a small wooden shed on the

(Cofltiflued
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VET
The war in Vietnam i.<; the rna.<;( un·
popular waf in our history, not because
the American people are unwilling to
exert the effort required to win it, but
because the exorbitant price of the war
seems to be totally incommensurate with
what our leaders say they w.-tnt to get
out oEit.
The three major spokesmen for the
war are President Johnson, Secretary of
Defensc Roher< S. McNamara, and
Secretary of Sme Dean Rusk. These are
the men who have led us into the war.
On numerous occasions these g'e mlem n
have explained why we are in Vietnam
and why the expendimre of lives, money
and materiel has been, in their views,
necessary. We have been told that we
are fighting a waf against Communist
aggression, a war to preserve (he free
dom of South Vietnam, a war to safe
guard all of Southeast Asia against a
Communist takeover. In addition, we
have been told that this is a war with
strictly limited objectives, that we have
no intention or desire to invade North
Vietnam or replace its Communist gov
ern-ment with a democratic one, nor
do we desire to pose a threat to the
government of Red Chin". HOur pres
sure now must he," satd the President
last January, ";'lncl will be, sustained
until he [the adversary] realizes that
the war he started is costing him mare
man he can hope to gain." For, we are
only interested in bringing lhe repre
sen tatives of the North Vietnamese g:ov
ernment to the .Degociatioll table where
we will all iron out our disagreeme nts,
a nd as soon as this is done, the wm wiII
be over.
This is what our leaders tell liS in
every other press conference, in every

other appearance before n Congtessional
comminec: in every other imerview.
They never seem to tire of repc<lting
their assurances to the Reds in Hanoi
that we only want to sit down and talk
with them. And the American public
never seems to tire of hcnring these same
stale statements, although of late there
are growin.g signs of restlessness and dis
satisfaelion among our citjzen. . We are
all aware of the leftists, the droft-card
hurners, and the pacifists, many of
whom would be more than happy to
see the Reds take over not only ,II of
Southeast Asia but ule United States as

AM:

CAN WE WIN?

By SAMUEL L. BLUMENFELD
well. On the other hand, other Ameri
cans have come out in support of the
Administration's policies, and the r;1Uy
ing cry for those Americans is "We Sup
port Our Boys in Viernam." They have
not bothered to ask themselves if sup
porting the Administration actually
rne;1ns supporting our boys. It woulo
seem to some Americans - including
many veter;'lns who have returned from
Vietnam - that the Administration's
policies tend not only to dissable OLlr
boys in Vietnam, but to support the
very enemies our boys must fight.
Our government insists (hat this IS a
limited war with limited objectives. But
surely a ll W;1rs are limited. No na t io n
likes to expend more (han it has to in
order to win. No nation wages a bigger
war than it has to. And certai n ly all
nations ;lre limited in their capacities to
wage war. No nation has a bottomless
treasury, infinite numbers of expendahle
men, and endless quantities of arm;1·
ments. Yet, our government tells us
over and over again th;1t we arc in a
limited war with limited objectives.
"\That exactly are the limits?
Is there any limit to the number of
men we are willing to lose? No. \lve
have lost over 12,000 men so far, anel
the government seems quite ready to
sacrifice thousands more. There is no
ceiling on the number of lives to be
sacrificed. Is there any limit to the
;1mounl of money we are willing to
speno to pursue the war? No. The
President virlllally has a blank check
from Congress to ..;;pend as much as he
deerns nece..i' S;1ry to fight the war and
Congress has placed no ceiling on the
cost. At present the cost is S2 b il lio n a
month, and every indica lion is that the
COSl will go up. Is there any limit on rhe
amount of war materiel we are willing
to commit or lose? No. 'Ve have lost a
thousand planes over Nortb Vietnam
and expect to lose many morc. So, in
what wav is the war limited? It is limit
ed merel in the damage our forces are
permitted to infliCl on the enemy.
First, on the ground, our forces are
not permi tted to pursue the enemy into
his own territory north of the "dernili
t;1rized" ZOne. Our ground forces ue
restricted to fighting in South Vietnam
which is swarming with regular troops
from the north. Thus, our men in the

)!

4

South are forced to fight a defensive
war, with the enemy having complete
freedom of movement, north and south,
as we ll as west into Laos and Cambodia.
In the air, whole areas of North
Viernam, containing the most important
military inst:lll:nions of the enemy, have
been ruled out-of-bounds to our airmen.
The most strategic targets have gone un
tOllched. For example, only recently
have we begun to bomb some of the
Mig b:lses in North Vietnam. The most
impormnt airports have yet to be hit.
A,-fo-r -thl! [lIlrr- of Haiph-ong,
th rough which 85% of North Vietnam's
milita ry supplies flow, the area is still
largely out-of-bounds for our bombers.
Altho ugh we have hit some targets
"round the port, the major shipping
facilities are completdy intact. In addi
tion, our nav;11 forces are not permitted
to blockade the harbor of Haiphong,
mine its approaches, or sink ;1ny of the
many ships loaded with \Var materiel
entering the port.
And so, the limited war consists of
the unreasonable limitations placed on
OUr men who must fight [he enemy with
one hand tied behind their backs. We
cannot recall a similar situation in his
tory when a nation placed such crip
piing restrictions on its fighting men
yet pleaded and hegged its people for
greater support of the war effort.
"Support Our Boys in Vietnam" is the
rallying cry, but we support a govern
ment which binds our boys' hands and
sends many of them to ccrt;1in death
because the odds are stacked against
them. Does o ur government really sup
port our boys in Vietn;1m?
We are aU familiar with the reports
of ammunition shortages. bomb short
:lges, and new rifle." lhat jam when you
need them most. And cer tainly we are
aw:lre of the dehilitating restrictions
placed on our men in the field. Yet,
while "" of thi, h,,_, been the policy of
Ollr government, th;1t same government
has been advocating building bridges to
the Communist cnemy and ending the
restrictions placed on trade with the
Soviet bloc. It is one thing to limit the
fighti.l1g C;1I);1city of your soldiers, it is
another to build up the enemy our sol
diers are forced to fight against.

By now it is generally acknowledged

hy everyone tha( j( is (he Sovie( Union
and its satelli,es which have huil! ,he
formidable war machine in NOrlh Viet
nam which our boys in Vietnam must
now contend wi(h. An idea of what that
Soviet aid mean.'i to our fighring men
was given in a dispatch in the New
York Times of December 13, 1%6:
Thc Soviet Union has given JOO
new MIG ;et lighters to Hanoi,
doubling the size 01 North Viet
nam's air force, informed intelli
gence sources said today . ..
Close to 200 MIG lighters are
reported to be ready to battle Ullited
States fighter-bombers hitting tar
gct.. near Hanoi and Haiphong.
Other MIG lighters are based acrOJ!
the border in China ..
In addition, one report said the
training of Nordl Vietnam's pilots
has drastically improved. It said at
lea.st 80 North Vietnamese pilots
had been graduated Irom a Soviet
military aviation school at Bataisk
.

.
in south.an Russia.
The intelligence sources said the
100 additional iet! from the Soviet
Union are MIG-I7, 18 and 21
models and the delta-winged MIG21C's and 2ID's....
American pilots are particularly
wary 01 the MIG-2ID, the most
advanced airplane ;n North Viet
nam. It carries all-weather, day
night search 1'adar and a pair of
deadly air-to-air missiles, comparable
to the Sparrow carried by United
States jets and considered far super
ior to the American Sidewinder
.

.

missile.
The results of that Soviet aid have
been reported daily in our press. Each
day more Ameriean plane are shor
down over North Vietnam by sophis'i
cated Red Missiles. What is our gov
ernmen' doing about i,) Are we apply
ing pressure on the Soviet Union to
eease and desist from aidi n g our ene
mies? No( at all. In fact, we are
rewarding the Soviet Union by liberal
izing our trading policies with them.
For example, BusinesJ' Wuk of Octo
ber 15, 1%6, publi shed ,he following
list of key indumi.1 i,ems which 'he
State Department wants us to make
available to the Soviet Union and its
satellites:
Many chemicals, including sul·
fttric acid, hydrochloric acid, and
ammoma.
Certain machint tools and nu
merical control systems.

Equipment for manufactU1'ing
semiconductors, some electron':c,
radio and TV equipment a7ld
components.
Textile machinery.
Airbornc navigation equipment
and ground and man:ne radar.
Medical and dental X-ray equip·
ment.
Computer thin-film memory stor
ing and switching devices, digital.
analog converters.
All of this has had 'he full approval
and encouragement of our President
who doesn't mind asking for greater
sacrifices 011 the part of our men in
Vietnam a<; well as a 10% income G\X
surcharge to pay for the war, but still
wants us 1O ship industrial supplies to
(he Communist enemy as if (here were
no war on a( :111. He said in his last
St:ue of the Union message:
We are shaping a new future of
enlarged partnership ill nuc lear af·

fairs, in economic ant! technical
cooperation, in political cooperation,
in political consultation and in
working together with the govern
ments and peoples of Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union. . .
Our relations with the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe are also
in transition. We have avoided both
the acts and rhetoric of the Cold
War.When we have differed with
the Soviet Union, we have tried to
diller quietly and with courtesy.
Our objective is not to continue the
cold war, but to end it.
And so, while ,he President happily
'ries to end the Cold War in Europe,
the hot war in Vietnam consumes more
young American lives In bloodier,
fiercer battles. For example, the Boston
Globe of November 22, 1%7, repor'ed:
Determl:ned ,'emnants of a bat·
tered SOD-man force of American
paratroopers who saw 226 buddie s
fall under murderous North Viet
name.'e a/lack pushed up Hill 875

. W edne:iday in a upainfully slow"
advance. Reports from the front
desct'ibed the 'mall jungle mountain
a_' a flaming bell ... Many (wound
ed AmericaflS) had lain helpleu on
the jungle slope for marc than two
day_, and lUcre near death-delel';ous
and dehydrated Irom lack 01 load,
water and me{hcal attention .. .
The last 200 yards were cluttered
with American bodies from fighting
on Sunday .. Everywhere you.
walked there were bodies....North
5

Vietnamese mortar shells crunched
into American positions all night.
This is what ollr men must face, and
the Soviet Union is chiefly responsible
for the continued conflagration. Is not
one justified in asking whether or not
the Presiden,'s policy of aiding the
enemy and restricting our fighting ,fnen
is nor only contradictory hut also against
.
the interests of our country?
On October 7, 1966, the Presiden' said:
�Ve intend to press for legislative
a utl/ ority 10 negotiate trade agree
ments which could extend most
favored·nation tariff treatment to
European Communist states . . .
We will reduce export controls
on East- West trade with respect
to hundreds 0/ !lon-strategic items.
I bave just today signed a deter
mination tbat will allow the Export
Import Bank to guarantee commer
cial . credits to four additional
Eastern European countries - Po
lond and Hungary, Bulgaria and
Czechoslovakia.
Has this conciliatory attitude on the
part of our President had any positive
results wi,h the Kremlin? The answer
was clearly given in Secretary McNam
arn's recent annOLlncement that the So
viet UnioLl is planni ng to put a nuclear
bomb into orbit next year, in obvious
violation of the recently signed and
much heralded OLller Spaee Trea'y.
Wi,h ollr men being killed in Vie,nam
by Soviet weapons and our security now
being threatened by a Soviet nuclear
warhead in outer space) how can the
Administration possibly justify a pol·icy
,hat cripples OUr soldiers in Vietnam
and aids the enemy's war-making po
tential?
Can we win in Vietnam ? Yes, but
only if our men are given the freedom to
win, and only if our government shuts
off the pipeline of economic and indus
trial <lid flowing to the Communist
enemy Trade with the Communist
bloc is nothing short of suicidal. It
makes n either economic, political, nor
moral sense, Is it not time for the Ameri
can people to recognize this and call for
a stop to sllch irresponsible policies? Is
it not r i me for the American people to
renlly support their boys in Vietnam?
How? By serving notice on their elect
en lenders and representa,ives tha, ,hey
will not tolerate giving aid and comfort
to rhe Communist enemv. Yes, we can
.

.

win the war in Vietnam,'but onl\, jf we
decide to defea, ,he enemy, n ' help
bim.
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CONSERVATIVE
PROSPECTS

By MICHAEL S. KOGAN
This article was prepared by ,.s.A.
Vice-Chairman M i chael Kogan
based on inves tigations and inter
views he conducted during a seven
week fact-finding tOtlr of Israel last
summe1".
Two massive white structures stand
amid the clustered buildings of Tel
Aviv. Physically, ·they are not particu
larly outstanding in this modern city of
rising skyscrapers and handsome boule·
v-ards, ·yet every lSraeli Know5whe-n:
these buildings are and, more import
antly, what they represent for his coun
try. One of these structures is the head
quarters of the Histadrut, the national
labor union of Israel and the nation's
foremost rroponem of socialist economic
theory. The second building houses the
central offices and archives of the
Hcrut Party and is the nerve center of
the anti-collectivist, conservative move
ment of Israel. Be{Ween ,he philosophies
represented by these two buildings
between these two opposed poles of
thought - the ecollomic and political
life of the nation moves, now in one
direction, now in the mher, seemingly
unable to decide which, if either, of these
two ideologies it wishes to pursue. This
national uncertainty did not always
exist and must be viewed as a vast jm·
provement in relation to what preceded

it.

For the past twenty years Israel has
been in the hands of quasi·sociahst,
liberal forces which represcnt the ruling
elite of government and labor leader
ship throughout the country. The men

who comprise this elite group Me by no
means young, nor are they native-born
Israelis. Most of them arrived in Pales
tine long before the State of Israel came
into being. Emigrating for the most
part, from Russia and Eastern Europe
during the early years of this century,
they brought with rhem not only the
Zionist hope for a reborn Jewish nation,
but also a firm commitment to socialist
economic theories. It must be remem
bered that at this time, Com munism
WRS not yet a reality in Russia, and so
cialism for these young men represented
an ideal vision of society as yet untarn
ished by the tyranny and oppression
which were later to 'attend its transfor-

mation from a theory to a far different
reality. When they came tn Israel then,
in those early years of Jewish resettle
ment on the land, they already knew
what kind of society they wi,hed to
build upon the ancient soil, and no
sooner had they arri ved than they set
about building it. For them, a socialist
society was the goal and it prohably
never occurred to them thac among the
Jewish immigrants who were to come
later there would ·he nia·ny -"Who com
bined a fervent Zioni5't commitment to
{he IRnd with social, economic, and
political views which had little Or noth
ing in common with the doctrinaire
socialism of their predecessors. Rut, as
immigration increased, the land began
to be serried by disparate Jewish ele
ments from widely v"ied background"
Orthodox religionists who, cherishing
in their hearts the vision of a Divine
Plan in history, had no need of the
secular panaceas of socialism; small busi
nessmen and swrekeepers whose entire
understanding of their place in society
was founded on free enterprise eco
nomics; and others who had lived under
tyrannies in Europe and had no desire
to escape to a new land only to give
up their autonomy once again to a col
lectivist economic system.
Because of these variant attitudes, the
old socialist planners found themselves
unRble to exert a totRI control over the
type of economy that was growing up in
the land. And when, after long years of

struggle, Israel finally became a nation
in 1948, the infant economy, such as it
was was a thoroughly mixed one, with
spheres of pure sOc1'alism existing :side
by side with a bustling private sector.
As in any new nation, fledgling polit
ical parties soon began to spring up.
They represented, in most instances, the
ideological difierences which had split
the old Zionist movement almost since
its inception. The old socialist clique
founded rhe Mapai Party and several
other groups of more or less extreme
collectivist tendenci"es. The centrisrs and
proponents of a mixed economy joined
together in the new parties. The
strongly nationalistic and anti-soci'alist
elements also formed a party of their
own. For the name of their movement,
6

they chose the Hebrew word for Hfree_

dam," Herut, thus proclaiming t9 the
nntion their adherence to conserVative
principles of limited government: nnd
free-market economics. The war for na
tional independence was over; the strug
gle for the economic and political future
of the nation had begun.
The young He/"ttl Parry set about es
tablishing a nationwide organization. By
\955, Haut had become the second
largest-parTy in the country and had
articulated the thoughtful and responsi
hie conservative philosophy which it
still r presen(s in today's Israel-i political
spe:ctrum. But, before examining the
specifics of the Hcrr.1t program, we must
have a look at the larger political reali
ties within lsrael.
The unfortunate fact is 'that, regardless

of rhe strength of Herat as the nation's
major opposition party, the semi-Social
ist Mapa; is today the largest party in
the country. This same Mapai group
has ruled Israel for nearly twenty years
and has foisted upon the people an
economic system which can, at hest, be
described as grossly inefficient. Massive
bond issues and generous foreign as
sistance from Jews throughout the world
have shored up the economy and kept
the nation afloat. But no healthy nation
can build forever on the expectation

of aid from abroad. The miraculous
growth of this nation which rose, quite
literally, from the barren sands of the
desert has been made po"ible by such
foreign assis(ance. This is quite under
standable and has been unavoidable dur
ing these e-arly years. But if Israel is now
to move on toward a position of eco
nomic independence as a sovereign na

tion, she must adopt a system capable
of attracting not foreign handouts but
substantial foreign investment. This
much-needed private investment will
not be forthcoming until there is a hasic
change in the direction of private en
terprise and the free market.
Today, the situation is roughly one
in which the economy is divided into
three sectors: the private sector, the
government sector, and the Histadrut
sector.
The private sector of the Israel econ
omy suffers from the same afflictions

prevalent in mixed economies through
out the world. These difficulties arise
not from within but from without, jn
the form of restrictive eontrols, govern
ment competition, and badly planned
subsidies to sick areas of the economy.
Excessive union power also presems a
major problem to private enterprise and
has caused many prospective foreign in
vestors to abandon pl-ans to establish
industries in Israel.
The government..()wned sector of the
economy embraces industries inherited
from the British Mandate Governmem
which ran them before 1948 (railroad.
pon authority, airport, telephone service,
etc.). Along with these basic services
the Israeli government directs innum
erable enterprises either in direct com
petition with private enterprise or as
monopolies in areas where private en
terprise could easily take over. From
time 10 time, one or another govern
ment-run industry proves to be such
a drain on the economy that even
the Socialist-minded Mapai leaders are
forced to sell it to private interesls. But,
in general, the government continues
to expand its holdings along the lines
characteristic of the growth of public
industry in semi-socialist Western Eur
ope. This policy of government inter
ference in what ought to be the private
sector can only discourage capital in
vestment and stifle the private initiative
which a lone can build a strong and
growing economy in the land.
We come now to the sector of the Is
raeli economy controlled by the Histad
rut, the national labor union.
But one of the basic facts of Israeli
econom'lC life is that the Histadrut is
far more than merely a labor union.

To quote from an analy,i., prepared
by the H,mt Party:
Th Histadrut conomy is a huge
and m({lti-lat ral trllst in th fields
of agricHltur , industry, transporta
tion, comm ra, and banking...
th HiS[adrut t adus proclaim their
d sire that th continual xpansion
of th i,. nt rpris s will transform
lsrad into a Socialist stat .
The Histat/rut is one of the major
employers in Israel. It owns and ad
ministers a huge variety of enterprises
and work, closely with the ruling Mapai
Party which guarantees it a privileged
place in the economy . This neat little
arrangement between the Histadrut and
rhe Mapai has crippled the entire pri
vate sector which can not pos ibly hope
to compete with this vast political eco
nomic combine. The political result has
been no less appallin g and is) of course,
ultimately based all the Mapai-Hiitat/I'ut
strang le-hold on the economy.
During my stay in Israel this past
summ
' er I conducted interviews with
Israelis representing all political and
economic secto rs . When I discovered
that the illdividual with whom I was
speaking was a supporter 0( the Mapai,
I would of course ask for his reasons.
Here is one such reply:
Wh n / cam to /s1'fJell was put
in a n w housing project. I Wai told
that my n w hom had been given
to me by th Mapa·i gove,·nment.
When I wmt to get a ;ob, I had
to ;oin the Histadrut. As it happens,
the tactolY in which I work is also
owned by tl" Histadrut. At dection
tim , hoth my union and my m
ployer, who are one and th same,
s nd repr s ntativ s to th factory

to campaign for the Mapai. In ad
dition to all this, virtually the only
way to g t m dical care in this coun
try is to ;oin a "Sick Fund" usually
run by the Histadrut. What can I
do? Even my doctor works tOT the
Histadrut. And th, Histadrut sup
ports Mapai. So, I support Ma ai
too.
This man is typical of many whq ar
rive in Israel virtually without worldly
possessions. The Mapai, knowing that
it cannot hope for much support from
sophisticated upper and middle class
Israelis, depends on these poor immi
grants to insure its continuation in
power. These people, unfamiliar with
the art of political power, arrive in Is
rael and are told that their homes, their
jobs! their health insurancej their entire
security comes from -the Mapai-Histad
rut organi zation . Under such conditionsj
it is miraculous ·(hat an opposition party
has -been able to survive at all. But today,
increasing numbers of workers are shift
ing ·their support to the Haut which
promises them liberation from the
cradle-to-grave paternalism of the Ma
pai-Histad"ut combine.
Upon entering the impressive new
headquarters maintained by the Hel'ut
in Tel Aviv, one is immediately struck
by the enthusiasm and dedication of
the party workers. Everyone with whom
I spoke, from the highest official to the
ordinary office worker was able to give
me a precise outline of the Herut posi
tion on virtually any issue I ·mentioned.
Their platform is a comprehensive and
ambitious one which seeks to restruc
ture the ponderous economy of their
country in accordance with classic con
(Continued on Page EO)

THREE RIVALS FOR POWER: THE SMILES ARE BEGINNING TO FADE

On. Dayan

Vi.iting the troop.: Premier E.hllol (I.ft) and Can ••rvati.. leader B-sln

7

COMMODORE URIAH P. LEVY, U.S.N.
This is the third in a continuing
series of bl:ographical artl:cles on out
standing Amaican patriots of the
Jewish Faith.
Upon his death in 1861, Commodore
Uriah P. Levy of the United States
Navy left his country a throe-fold leg
acy: He bequeathed his entire fortune
to the United States Government then
engaged in prosecuting the War Be
tween rhe States. He left Monticello,
Jefferson's estate in Virginia which Levy
had purchased and restored, to the peo
ple of America.And the i.nscription on
his tombstone records his third bequest
-"Father of the Law for .the Abolition
of the Barbarous Practice of Corporal
Punishment in the United States Navy."
Commodore Levy also left a long and
distinguished record of service to his
country which began in 1802 when, as
a child of ten years, he ran away from
home and went to sea as a cabin boy.
During the next nine years he passed
through every grade of Naval service
until, in 1811, he became, at the in
credible age of nineteen, captain of the
schooner George Washington. During
his first voyage, he was captured by the
British who attempted to press him into
service aboard an English ship.Despite
cajolery, threats) and even tonure in
flicted on him by the exasperated Brit
ish, Levy consistently refused to sign
the ship's papers or in any way betray
his allegiance to the United States. At
the fif9t opportunity, he jumped ship
and made his way back to America
in -time to voluntC(:[ for service in the
U.S. Navy.
He was made Assistant Sailing Mas
ter aboard the U,S. Brig, Argus. The
Argus sank or captured twenty-one Brit
ish ships and Levy was soon put in full
command of the recently captured Brit
ish vessel, Pelican. One day later, Levy's
ship was engaged in a fierce battle with
a superior British warship. The English
Channel rang with the noise of battle
as Levy's ship, undermanned and with
few guns, held out hour after hour un
der the deadly attack. But, the end was
inevitable and Levy and his crew were
captured and held for sixteen months
in a British prison.
Upon his return home, he was re
warded for his gallant service with a
lieutenant's commission j·n the U.S.
Navy. Although he was obviously an
officer of superior ability, his further

promotion was blocked by those among
his fellow officers who had become his
enemies for reasons having nothing to
do with Levy's command capabilities.
Levy was known throughout the Navy
as an o u tspoken critie of the practice
of flogging which w as widespread at
the (lme. His determination to bring to
an end this brutal fonn of corporal
pun.ishment made many enemies for the
young lieutenant. In addition, he had

field to restore the house and grounds
to their former beauty.
Several years later, Levy was sent to
the Caribbean to put down piracy and
slave traffie on the high seas. He com
pleted both these assignments with great
heroism and total suceess. Now, even his
highly placed enemies could no bnger
block his promotion. He was promoted
to commander and then to the rank of
full captain in 1844.

started his sea career as a cabin boy and
many among the officers class resented
Levy's rapid rise from such lowly be
ginnings. Finally, he was an adherent
of the Jewish faith and, as such, became

Levy stepped up his campaign against
shipboard flogging which he considered
an affront to the dignity of the American
seaman. He prepared a comprehensive
Jepo.r.t on the pra.ctice and presented it to
Congress which finally responded to
Levy's campaign by passing a law mak
ing corporal punishment of American
seamen illegal. Levy was gratified by
this success but now his enemies were
determined to be rid of him.
In 1855, Captai n Levy was discharged
from the service of the United States
"for improvement of the efficiency of
the Navy." But, Levy knew the real
reasons for his dismissal and rdused to
retire without a fight. He demanded
that his case be reviewed by a Court
of Enquiry.His request was granted.
During the hearings, Levy refused to
defend his campaign against flogging.

COMMODORE LEVY

the victim of the popular prejudices of
the early nineteenth century.
An intensely proud man, he was often
forced during this period to defend his
honor against anti-Semitic remarks or
insults from fellow officers.He fought
several duels on this account and even
his enemies were forced to acknowledge
that his gallantry on the dueling field
was hardly less than his impressive
courage under enemy fire.
Lieutenant Levy's patriotism was not
exhausted by his naval service.A great
admirer of Thomas Jefferson, he com
missioned the famous French sculptor,
David d Angers to create a bronze sta
tue of our third President and pre
sented it to the people of the United
States. The statue was placed in the
'

,

Rotundo of the Capitol Building in
Washington where it can be seen to
day. A few months later, Levy learned
thot Jefferson's estate at Monticello was
sinking into decay.The house was rot
ting and would soon be beyond repair.
Lieutenant Levy bought Monticello and
engaged the outstanding men in the
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The judgement of the American
people has been expressed in Con
gress O'l that issue. Does the Navy
wish to take iJ)'ue with that judge
ment?
When asked for his explanation of
his troubles with the Navy, Levy rose to
his feet and stared prondly at his judges
as he gave his reply: "The answer,
Gentlemen, is not among the exhibits
here before YOll. It is in your minds. And
that answer is contrary to the law for the
government of the Navy and to the
spirit of our great country.
"Two things hindered my advance
ment in the Navy and hastened my re
tirement.I hegan my service at sea as a
eabin boy ... The men who made the
Revolution, Sirs, the men who built
this nation out of their bodies and their
blood, cared less about such beginnings.
"The second hinderance, Gentlemen,
is that I am a Jew. I will not insult the
Source of the aurhority of this court and
of this nation, nor will I demean my
conscience, by defending or explaining
my form of worship.The decision as to
(Continued on Page 9)

THE SUP R EME COURT:

ANOTHER BLOW TO PROPERTY RIGHTS
PROF. ALFRED AVINS, PH.D.
The Supreme Court's decision) hand
ed down at the end of this last term. in
Reitman vs. Mulkey, has dealt a b dy
blow to both property rights and f ree
dom of association. This decision virtu
ally requires the Nonhern states to con
tinue open occupancy> or forced hous
ing l aws in force whether the people
want them o r n ot.
Under Governor Drown's administra
tion, the California legislature passed a
comprehensive law forbidding racial or
religious discrimination in the rental
and sale of all private housing. A gov
ernment agency, the state anti-discrimin
ation commission, was c harged with the
duty of enforcing [his law agaInst
landlords and homeowners.
The law proved so obnoxious and so
obviously restricted the right of home
owners to sell their homes and the right
of landlords to take into consideration
the freedom of association of tenants,
that the California Real Estate Associa
tion initiated a referendum to add a sec
tion to the California State Constitution
forbidding the passage of any state law
or local ordinance controlling the right
of any property owner to decide to
whom to sell or rent property.The con
stitutional provision, known as Propo
sition 14, passed by a 2 to-l vote.
However, a 5-to-4 m aj ority of the
Supremc Court found that this measure
violated the Fourteenth Amendment.
Since this amendment forb ids only the
action of the state government, the court
once again had to stretch the United
States Con titution to cover the law.
They did [his by re ason i ng [hat since
[he state constitution was allowing a
homeowner to sell to whom he pleased,
it was the same thing as if the state told
him to whom he could sell. This is
patently specious on its face and four
justiees dissented from such illogical
logic.
In this author's book, HOpen Occu
pancy vs. Forced Housing Under the

Fourteenth Amendm ent " (Rookmailer,

1963), it was pointed out that far from
forbidding a s-tate to repoal a compulsory

housi n g i ntegr ation law, the Fourteenth
Amendment forbade a state from pass
ing such a law in the first place. The
provision against the taking of property
without due process of law has been
interpreted since at least 1795 as forbid
di ng the legislallire "to make an act
dive<oting one citizen of his freehold, and
vesting it in another ... it is contrary
to the principles of social alliance in
every frce government; ... it is cOIHrary
both to the letter and spirit of the Con·
stitution
."

In the samc hook, this au thor also
pointed out: "The short of the matter

is that, for all of its fancy trimmings and
wrappings, a law banning discrinJ.ina
tion in housing is, a nd is intended to be,
a law compelling people (Q integrate
who do not desire to do so. To "thus
treat human bei ngs as chess pieces, to be
moved at the will Or whim of others
who would like to plan their lives for
them, is as flagrant a violauon of basic
human rights and digniw as can be
found in the worst totalitarian system
ever devised. Moreover, such integration
for the sake of integration over the ohvi
ous objections of the people being inte
g ra ted is patently violative of their
constitutional r.ights. To hold otherwise
is to reduce fundamental human rights
to [he level of norms which can be
changed at each passing fad or fancy in
social engineering by self-appointed
planners for the lives of others."
·

The Supreme Collrt has now twisted
the meaning of the Constitution so that
taking of proper-ty from one person and
selling it to another, which wa con
de mned as unconst1tutional since the
formation of the country, is now not
only legal but virtually mandatory on
the states. Likewise it has givcn a g ree n
light to social engineers to engage in any
compulsory integration schemes in
housing which strike their fancy. This
is but anothe r manifesTation of the
court s unhealthy attitude in which civil
disturbance must be the ultimate result.
,

ALFRED AVINS

Professor Avins holds seven aca
demic degrees including: LL.B., 1956,
Columbia; M.L., 1961 and J.S.D.,
1962, Chicago; Ph.D., 1965, Cam
bridge. He has been Assoc..iate Professor
of Law at Chicago Kent College of
Law and Professor of Law at Memphis
State.
He has argued before the United
States S uprem e Court and has served
as Staff Counsel to the Senate JudiCiary
Committee, Special Counsel to the Vir
ginia Commission On Constitutional
Government, and Special Counsel to
the Southern Attorneys General.

The author of four books and sixty
five Law Review articles, he is a former
columnist for the M emphi s Commercial
Appeal and is now Assistant District
Attorney of New York Co unty.
We welcome Prof. Avins as a regu
lar member of JSA and as a regular
contributor to these pages.
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URIAH P. LEVY
(Continued !.-om Page 8)
the faith into which 1 was born wa.,
God s. I believe the same is true of you.
I s uggest that it is not within the prov
ince of the Navy to alter that fact or to
place penalties upon His j udgment
'

."

By unanimous decision of the Coun.
Levy was reinstated to acti v e duty. Two
years later, while commanding his ship
off the coast of Italy, Captain Levy re
ceived orders promoting him to Com·
modore, the N avy's highest rank and
Comm a nder in-Chie f of the United
States Mediterr ll1ean Fleet.His faith in
America had bem fully rewarded
•
-

-

.
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ISRAEL
(Continued fmm Page 7)
servative principles. Some highlights of
thi s platform are:
Sepat'ation by taU) between the trade
unions of workers and ownerihip
of enterprise$,
Histat/rut and government-owned
nterprises shall be sold to private
investOrs.
The government will not establish
any business enterprises unless na
tional economic necessity absolutely
demands it.

insistent outcry for the appointment of
General Moshe Dayan as Defense Min
ister. Agaiu Eshkol and Mapai hesitated.
Dayan had been active in the Rafi Party,
a moderate taction which had broken
with the Mapai some years before. He
was ohviously the best man for the
defense position, but Eshkol teared that
' atlonal figure
his·re.emergencc as j n
might pose a threat to his own hand
picked successor, leftist Minister Yigal
A llan. In addition, lhere were major
ideological objections on the part of
other leftists whom Eshkol had brought
into his Cahinet. One Sociulist Cabinet
Minister proclaimed in somher tones
that "the appointment of General Dayan
will be a black day for the workers."
Eventually, increasing public pressure
forced Dayan's appoin t ment but it was
over the objections of many in the gov·
ernmellt. The Israeli people watched
with umazemcO{ as the leftist coalition
which runs the country chose to engage
in socialist rhetoric and ideological pos
turing at a time of great national peril.
It was a performance which the Israelis
will not soon forget.
-

Encouragement of private enter
prise, without restrictive controls,
in industry and agriculture. crafts
and b'ade, building and transport.
Eflort · will be made to attract capi
tal investments, the influx of which
will be made possible by changing
the economtc structure and restoring
the confidence of investors.
Agricultural economy will nOt be
stabilized by subsith'es but will be
given the chance to stand on its own
feet.
Adoption of a taxation J,vstem
which guarantecs to every taxpayer
a just share of the fruit o/Ilis labors,
0/ his initiative, and his capital, and
encourages savmgs, investments,
and further initiative.
Adoption of a constitution which
will safeguard the liberties' of
the individual and encourage the
strengthening of local government.
'The

inculcation of the Eternal
Values of the Bible and a strong
national commitment to the con
tainment 0/ the Communist menace.

It would be difficult to imagine a
more impressive platform for Israel or
for that maHer, any counlry, our own
included. What, ,then, are the chances
of the Herut for a vj· cwry in the next
national elections in 1969?

Portfolio in an effort to achieve some
sort of national unity. His appeal to the
Israeli people, especially to the youth,
is undeniable.

June's Arab-Israeli War. With the
Egyptian closing of the Straits at Tiran
to Israeli shipping, a new mood of mili
tant nationalism and strong anti-com
munism swept the country. The Mapai
government, under the uninspired lead
ership of Premier Levi Eshkol, seemed
unahle to decide on a course of action
and allowed the situation to drift dan
gefOusly for some time. Publj· c exasperu
tion at this do-nothing policy led to an

Vi/hen I arrived in Israel, shortly after
the June war, the feeling of anti-govern.
ment resentment was still high although
by far the predominant mood was one
of jubilation at the miraculous victory.
General Dayan was the hero of the hour
and time:: and again I hearo Israelis de
nounce those who had opposed his entry
into the government. It was generally
felt that Da\'all would be the next Pre
mier, ina u urating a new policy of
strong nationalism and a domestic em
phasis on non-socialist economic growth.
Bm, if Day an was the greatest individual
beneficiar\' of the war, the Herut, well
to the right of Dayan's party, was the
biggest collective winner. For years,
Hen-It, had warned of Communist-in

g

'

spired aggression and now events hnd

First of all, we must recognize that

proved them right. Menachem Begin

the political situation in Israel has ul
tered decisively in the past year due
to the circumstances surrounding last

namic leader, had been hrought into

(pronounced Bay-gin) the Haul's dy
the government as Minister Without
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These young voters may well hold
the key to the next election. They are
Israeli-born) intensely patriotic, and
completely bored with the socialist jar
gon spouted incessantly by the tired old
men who have directed their coufltry's
destiny tor too long. The June war
increased their exasperation with Mapa;
and all signs indicate that they are well
on their way tDwa,d the Herta or Rafi
camps. I spoke with many of them who
had a lready macle the ideological move.
They were young soldiers who planned
_

to eXRress th;ir in. ense nationalis,J;n and
anti-Communism by voting agai nst the
vacillati n g Mapai in 1%9. Some of them
supported Menachem Begin of th e
Herta and some leaned towards the
Raf; Party of Dayan. But they were all
certain of one thin g : Mapai must go!
Among the older people, Mapai had
also lost a great deal of support. If Dayan
can gather jn these dissidents, and there
is no reason why he should not be able
to do so, he will probably have enough
strength in the new Parliament to join
with H erut and the small conservative
party with which it is aligned to form
(l government in 1969. Mapai, re aliz in g
the danger posed hy this possibili{y, at
tempted to hring Dayan's Raf; faction
back under its control by means of a
,

three-wuy alignment of Ra/i, Mapai,
and Achdut Avodah (an extreme leftist
party). The negotiations between these
three groups dragged on all summer.
But it soon became obviolls that Mapai
was merely seeking to neutralize the:
threat of Dayan The negotiations col
.

lapsed when the latter wisely wit hdrew
from the discllssions. This episode, along
with the increasing public hostility be
tween Dayan and the Eshkol clique
makes a Rafi-Herut agreement all the
more possible.
Needless to say, the simation is in
a state of flux and a great deal can
change before the 1969 elections. But if
present trends continue, Israel may well
be on the verge of a nationw· ide con
servative victory. If Dayan's Rafi group
and Begin's Herut emerge from the elec
tions with sufficient strength to form
a coalition government without A1apai
participation, the socialist trend of the
past twenty years can be reversed . •

BOOK REVIEW:

THE JEWISH STAKE IN VIETNAM
The Jewish Stake in Vietnam.

Published by Crossroads Publica
tions. New York. 224 pp. Available
from thc Jcwish Society of Amen
canists, 140 Claremont Avenue,
New York City, New York 10027.
Price: $3.95 plus 25¢ for mailing
and handling.
The authors of The Jewish Stake in
Vietnam have given us what is, in all

respects, an extraordinary book. Some
thing like it should have been written
long ago, but the events of the pa't few
months have made its s ub ject matter
especially hard-hittirrg toda y. For thi,
unique book sets out to demonstrate
that a deadly .tate of war has existed for
the past fifty years between the I nterna
tional Communist Movement and the
Jewish people. To prove their point,
they quote extensively from official
Communist sources ranging from Marx
to Khrushchev. Through what must
have been exhaustive research, they have
compiled a compendium of Communist
statements spanning more than a cen
tury and testifying convincingly to the
truth of the authors' contention that
Communism was, is, and always will be
the sworn enemy of all things Jewish.
This book is unquestionably the most
comprehensive treatment of this sub·
ject today. The authors' penetraring
gaze is not restricted to one country but
is focused on the entire Communist
world. We are given a clo se -u p view of
the First Afro Asian-Latifl American
People's Solidarity Conf r nce held last
year in Havana. Little known facts are
brought to light which reveal that even
in Havana, anti-Jew is h pr o pag anda is
doing a flo urishing business among the
Communist faithful. From here, we are
taken to Russia and g.iven a comprehen
sive history of Soviet anti-Semitism
ranging from the first oppressive acts of
the Bolsheviks to the recent acceleration
of the persecution following the Israeli
Arab War.
Of course the point the authors are
making is that this war was onIy i nci
dentally fought against the Arabs. The
real enemy of Israel is the Communis,t
Empire itself. And needless to say, these
are the same Communists against whom
our country is struggling in Vietnam.
At this point in the book, the nature of
the Jewish stake in Vietnam becomes
abundantly clear. For the Communists

itself as the ideal Hanukkah gift for that
exasperatingly liberal friend you have
been trying to awaken for so long. If
this doesn't do it, nothing will! At the
same rime, because of its unique outlook
and its g reat wealth of heretofore .un
available information, The Jewish Slake
in Vietnam is an absolutely indi spensible
addk·ion to any conservative library.
As might have been expected, the
authors of this book have already come
under heavy auack from the Liberal Es
tablishment. These people are obvio usly
afraid to allow this work to receive an
obj ective he a ring in the Jewish com
munity. When yo u read it, you'll under
stand whyl
•

have demonstrated by both their words
and their actions that in a world which
they control, there can be no place for
Jews or Judaism. The Vietnam war is
a struggle to halt the advance of the
world's major anti-Jewish force and, as
such, ought to have the support of Jews
throughout the world.
The great value of this book is that
it can build this support where it dots
not already exist among some Jews who
are too befuddled by leftist propaganda
to com prellend what is really at stake in
Vietnam. This hard-hi·tting book has
the power to pluck the peace fe athers
from the doviest dove. Appearing as it
does at the holiday season, it presents

THE JEWISH STAKE
IN VIETNAM
by MEIR KAHANE

• JOSEPH CHURBA • MICHAEL KING

Probably the most important book of the year

•

The International Comm unis t war on Israel

•
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•

The complete record of the Soviet Union's struggle
against Judaism

•

Russia's attempt to destroy Israel

•

Red China and Communist Vietnam's Hatred of Israel

•

Religious persecution in North Vietnam and Red China

•

WHY THE VIETNAM WAR IS IMPORTANT TO
JEWRY

All here! All documented!
in the best sel/" of the year
ORDER YOUR COPIES NOWI
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JEWISH SoCIETY OF AMERICANISTS,
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SOVIET JEWRY
(Cofltinu<d Irom Page 3)
outskirts of town. The synagogue itself.
closed two years ago, remains clo ed
along wit h thousands of other locked
the Soviet
synagogues
throughout
Union.
November 15, 1967 - Reports reached
the Baltimore Sun that the anti-Semitic
campaign of the Communist Govern
ment of Poland had resulted in many
Jews being dismissed from their jobs
after being accused of sympathy for
Israel.
And the talc goes on ... an ugly tale
of pe rsecution and oppression which
if allowed to continue u ninterrupted ,
€ao have on y. ane ending - the total
disappearance of the Russian Jewish
community and the total subjugation of
those small groups of Jews living in
the captive nations of Eastern Europe.
It is not an easy thing to conceive of
the disappearance of one quarter of the
world's Jewish population. But, this is
the prospect which the Jews of the
Soviet Union face today. Without
Rabbis Or synagogues, teachers or reli
gious instruction, how long cao they
hold out against the intense pressure
being placed on them by their Commu
nist masters? Without community Or
ganizations of any kind, how long can
they remain Jews in any meaningful
sense of the word?

and before the U.N., and most import
ease which no doctor and no medi
antly, we must continue to work toward
cine will help. We do flot agonize
the day when a strongly anti-Communist
day by day, but Irom one hour to
government w ill take office in Washi ng
the next. We are 10Jt forever. We
do not leave anyone to Jay memorial
ton, a government which will not fear
to apply the necessary economic and
prayers lor ftl. There is no one to
set a tombstone oller us, and no
diplomatic pressures against the Com
sign 01 us will be lelt. We will be
munist Empire to force the Soviet
ty rant s to open the gates of emigr tion
lost like the shadow 01 a passing
bird and like a stone that is hurled
to the oppressed millions who seek es·
cape from the horrors of Bolshevik rule.
into tIle abyss.... The Messiah will
This is Our task here in America. Let us
flOt come to tIle lews of our gener
proceed with it wi·th confidence in the
ation in Russia. And il he should,
justice of our cause and a firm faith in
he would be too late. He will come
the ultimate triumph of freedom as
whetl there is no one left to save
expre sed in the ancient Jewish hymn,
Irom the darkness 01 our exile.. . .
Rock 01 Ages, whi ch we sing at this
We must do all in OUf power to re
Hanukkah season:
store the lost hope of this Jew and of the
millions for whom he speaks. We ca/l
not lioerate ,he-Soviet Jews and· oHler - .- Children of {lie Martyr race,
whether Ire< Or lettered,
captive peoples o vernight but there are
Raiu the music 0/ this song where
things that we can do; there are steps
e'u you are scattered.
that we can undertake which will bring
Yours the message cheering
closer the eventual day of liberation. We
Th·at the time is nearing
must continue to cry out against the hor·
Which will see all men tree,
rors of Soviet oppression: We must contyrants disappearing. tinue to demonstrate at Soviet embassies

THE WARREN REPORT:
TRUTH OR COVER-UP?
An Eye-opening AnalysIs by Samuel L. Blumenfeld
NOW AVAILABLE ON 2 LP RECORDS FROM THE

Not ;0 long ago an old Jew wrote an
"Obituary of the Jews of the Soviet
Union." This lament was translated by
Ben Ami in his recent book, Between
Hammer and Sickle. It reflects only toO
clearly the hopelessness of Soviet Jewry.
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