
Mr. Norman Podhoretz. .&iitor 
COMMENTARY 
16.5 East 56th St. 
lew York 22. M.Y. 

Dear Hr. PodhoretB: 

Thanks tor ;,your note inviting me to reply to Joseph 
Barr,rre article on France and Algeria. Itve written what 
I consider to be a mlni.-l rep17. including a criticism 
of Mr. Ray Alan's artiole as well.. Since both articles 
are more or lea. cut troll the same cloth, it would have 
made no sense to 0\"1tic1&e Josoph Barry and not Mr. Alan. 

I am sure that 7~ wUl detect froll the tone of lIfT 
article that I consider this question to be of the moat 
ul"'pnt1mporta.nce to Jews everywhere. There is so lIIUch 
IIlOr8 than .eets the qe on this Algerian busine... that 
an,thing. less thana ~ view ot ~ of the raaifications 
involved would represent a tragic failure of Jewish intel­
ligence. 

Sincerely yours, 

Samuel L. Blumenfeld 
Editor 

SLB:ob 









165 EAST 56rh STREET 
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.Commentary PLAZA [.4000 

February 21, 1961 

Mr. Samuel L. Blumenfeld 
Grosset & Dunlap, Ino. 
1107 Broadway
New York 10, New York 

Dear Mr. Blumenfeld: 

I enclose an edited version of your
letter on Ray Alan and Joseph Barry. Partly 
we cut it down in order to save space, but we 
also feel that your case comes out much more 
strongly in this form. As soon as I have your
approv.al--which I hope you can send me immedi­
ately--Illl air-mail oopies of the letter to 
Alan and Barry with instructions that they ad­
dress themselves in their replies strictly to 
the issues you raise. We are partioularly 
eager to have the questions of Communist involve­
ment in the Algerian war and the role of Nasser 
discussed seriously in our pages, and it would 
be a pity if the dIscussion got stuck in motive­
hunting on one sIde or the other. 

SIncerely, f) 

ft~ I'~ 
Norman Podhoretz 
Editor 

NP/jm 

enclosure 



bl'uary 24 , 1961 

Pcdhoretz 

·' t. 

Dear • Podl or t z : 

1 returning, with my approval for public ion, 
your edited v rs i on l ~tt~r . I ngree ' t h you 
that it does read Much better in t hi shortoned f orm. 

edi te B­
arr I 

t o 

of 

of 	 I 
J 

Th 	nk . ou for bein so V8~ t pcr at e ar p, t i ent 
l ott r . I look f orward to seein it in Com­
alon with t he r l ies from . s r s. Al en and 

vincerely. 

Samuel L. Bl\lIpenfeld 
Edi tor 

3L 	':cb 



DEAR EDITOR ... .rulE 29. 1961 

Mq I intrude 1n tbe controbers7 between Kr. Alan and Mr. BaM7 on one 

aide and Mr. Blumenfeld on the other concerning "Algeria and the French 

Republio· long enough to make a tew pertinent comments. 

I have read attentivel, th!0ugh belatedl7 the two original articles 

by III. Alan & Berr,y and awFt say that both gentlemen have set down their 

personal likes and dislikes 1n guise of coaaentary and report on the situation 

in Algeria " Franoe. I sball do likewise. 

I have known Algeria since before World War II and JI'l,Y contacts there have 

been and still are both bwsiness and social J rq knowledge of Franoe, Frenchmen 

and the French political situat.ion goes back still further. (Let .. note here 

that I vas for 11&117 years the correspondent ill France for the New Leader) 

Witb the tacts as I know thelll, I oame to the conclusion long ago that it 

would be best for France, Algeria, and tho west~rn world tha.t France reMin 

in Algeria and that Algerians remain Fre~h. 

Aa for the fighting which continues in Algeria, people forget that it is 

the rebels who started it with an attempted indiscriminate I18Bsacre ot the 

European population of Philippe.vUl•• in NoWDiber 1954; that in a war, no 
I 

holds ~ barred. Or to p,t,t it as the French sq,!la 1a guerra c~ a l.a 

perre; f1 that it that ia what the FLN wanted, they have it. 'Which brings 118 

to the subject of torture. 

In Paris t June 1960 f late one pleasant evening. I sade the &t.."quaintanoe 

of a young Frenchman who turned out to be it. paratrooper on leave lroJll his 

battalion sOMwhere in Algeria. I deli"rately brought up the question of 

torture, a subject then very lI'U.ch 
\ 
a 180 mode in France. His answer was brief 

and to the point: 

"When we fight an eneJly' in the battlefield, that is one thing. 

/Iaoh recognises the other as the adversar,y. With terrorists it 1s 
//./ 

di£terent. They refuse to declare theaselvesO' We are obliged 
/,/ 

I 



2 


consequently to tear the II&Ik from their taces. It i8 a matter 


ot self'-defense. « 


Is there arrr possible rebuttal to this Simple, clf.!ar logic? 

There wa.e a time when Allenoan correspondants abroad referred to the 

non-Moelem population of Algeria as "oolons. II until it was pointed out to 
I . 

thea time and again t.hat onJ.7 a mtmate percentlP were ,large land-owners. 

How the reference 18 to "settlers. fl whioh description 1s equally false, U 

I shall show. 

In Ja.nu.a.r;y of this lear, 1961, in Bl1da. a rap1dl.7 growing town to 

the west of Algiers, I sat down to the mid-ciq meal in the home of a tud.ly 

ot French origin am at table were the third. fourth, and fifth generation 

both in Algeria.. Again. in PhUippeville. a lev ~ later f at table vitil 

another family. t.hird and fourth generations born in Algeria. 

Are these "settlers?'l 

Bow, on that troubling question of anti.semitism, I would say there is 

no IIlOre anti-eelldtism in France and Algeria. probably much less. than here 

in the good old USA. And just as ant1...JeW1eh feel'.llgs kno~ politioal 
, 

bo'tmdilries in our country. so it does not elsewhere. If Mr. Alan or Jtr. 

Barry knew Paris before World War II, they"tJJJA:1 have beard some highly-placed 

partie.aM ot the 

refer to the "Bretons" Ilpour ne pas dire 'des juits 1ft t as a 

friend explained. to ... 

Now for the other side of the ooin. June 19". in the region of Oran. 

well before the start of the rebellion, I dined as the guest of three businessmen, 

A Moslem, a Jew. and a Catholio"ihree oloee friends from early childhood, 

deYOUt followers or thelr particular rellgion and each with a national respect 

for the bellef of the others. In the restaurant, the Kosl.. specitied he 

http:partie.aM


wanted no hors.d' oeuvres aade t~OJll prrk and no Wine • the same for his 
I 

chauffeur .eated at a nearby talue; the Jew l"Uled out pork tor h11II8elf; and 
I ' 

the Catholio. as it was a Fl-idaf. would have no meat at all. They saw 
i 

nothing strange in all of this, I nor did the waiter. I tell of this inoident. 

one among JIIUUl;y. beoause it is. perhaps the !!108t striking I k.now of. 

It may be said t.hat one iIlllident prows nothing. That is true, Bu.t 

it seems to me that both Hr. Alan and Hr. Barry are so wound up in their 

emotional. "intellectualism" that nothing they do not want to believe could 

be proven to them. 

301 West 108 St. 

New York 25. N.Y. 



I 

I 


The two articles wl:ich in January's C~ument8EY on and 

the Algerian situation need carefl..u detailed ana~ses in 
~~-

or~er tr2.t they may be cons in their light '",. As on Israeli­.­
Arab question, theTa ;-,re several points of vi€flf frtt:J which the :d I h 

40 ~(,O ~.J... -tIu.. M!f~ ~..1h. ~ ks.-u-,; ro,.A~· f';~} " 
},>:roblem CB-'l1 Obsf::rvea; (A.. iCPJI'6i:WirJi' Ii a!lttJ;xfii:! of isLe .&18 IiU'llsft liiL'!!,e:lJer ~~r;l.J.L S 

selves to be _fi'IiiJ'lh~ right, those caugbt mi:'klle to see 

"both sides oi' the picture. II lm. intellectually honest individual, unless he orr-'J)'e..J­
fJ-.? J 

IDe.ke eve!""1 LL~,.>i:I''''''--· r-
to ~ook at the from , wEigghing 1 the facts:! none 

coo:ing to a concJusion as to wae right an1 erno ~ras 

\!rong or the imta'~se was to resolved. 

So it the LIgerian conflict. Both Alan fu'1.d 

are guilty of partisan viewpomtsi,nd e;:-rors of ommission. 

Tl:'i.a.t TlTtlch they difference between th~ t'·ro, hOvTever, is 

the;.t Nr. AlaJ.1 like the so-called tllib8raln wh:51e ::ell". B&.rI'Y 

~ 
""-rilgt~ like c1"'Y!)to-communist.. Hr. BarT':;!' r 8 article f01J.0118 nn.rty line 

on Algeria 31ig::ltest deviation. 

When g!.!!!l!~~~[ bec·';mes 'tihe conveyor of the comr,!Unist line on a qU3stion, 

SUCfl as Algeria~ ;'Thicn is crucial interest to Je'l{s 1 one to 'Homier 

whether or not the magazine has become .smother ::tJ:m:i unwitting tool of those 

1[110 -,~ould put the Jews to 

Suzw.ne Labin, in her 

the 

teclmiclUes 

Gets 

Soviet 
...Lu>4~A"''''r~ fM:.4":u.~ t'S' V. S. 

Fopagc:.nt"..&, rev6(,led hoy: into the nnn-co~~uni2t 

press: 

http:Fopagc:.nt


press:1 even i-Then 

The w.ain itask 

editor, or if tll£:i.t is not feasible, 

General notions 

are not at all sufficient any 

pas-es anc1 

tl';.e 

in Soviet ap:;::aratus bas no intelligence. 

in r:tress is to 

re:;iOrters, 1fithout the editor's 

conServative I or IC2ctholic I 

Hoscmr. 

~s 

are 

.. rabin's l:.ter in thiG i.rticle. 

HI'.. Ala.."l I S of tr£ poliuical crisis Frt:.TlCe tries to be nei~her 

objective nor fair. t S main purpose to discredit rer:1otely 

pro-F'rd.nch Algerian .. Its sources of infoTl2a t:ion are Ieftist Henc:'es­
..... ~~ 

circles around LIE:;c::ress MId Frf'J'lce Ob8ervateur. In Fr::.nce, 
- .J A 

France, for his :role in tlcjettlingll the Indo-China conflict, in contributing 

dep6.l"turas from 1·101'0000 and Tu.."'liaia, and for his 
\\~~'~ 

foll01-rs 

that, their ne,rsrx:l~er 

Lost thoroughly infiltrated ,,!,'['eas 

I 

FUr terrorists is c msEered. one of the ~ of the 

\ 
a :r6.rtis6.n of the Ifdefeatistt! }ien(les position, USeG their vocabulary, repa1!.':ts 

the~r pI'ejuclices, believes their myths, c'.r.d desires goo.lS. To write 

ths.t De Gtt.u11e i·n:.:.s brought to pO';-1e1" by flright-"ring plotters and 

t,r;t.sclly incoI:rpreaensible cJiclle ion 

cant event in 

1940 

of' 13.8 !!settlersl! is &iLS unjust as 



ehe:raeter. 

ri €.'ht-vringers is as unjUf5t e.s 

...they 	 not folloH tl!.e ..nne on 

sloga:;' 

as .. Alan to 

of tbreatenoo. with ultinEte destruction. 

}T.'Of.;t perfidious portion HI'.. Aaan I S gen81"8.11y 

art is his footnote on anti-Semitism. He '~rites: "IsrRel is still 

f<:i..irly popular \lith the mocterate right di.sllkes Jews but welcomes ,:lny 

stick with ....Thich to scare the loat during the last year 

in liberU cit'cles which criticize Ben Gurion for his intransigent Arabophobia 

(u...."lderstandable, surely) an.a his friendship with men like end 

• Gilbert fonner French 

It is toJeunesses Socialistes Patriotes 

underste.nd hO,\-I a ina sJ:;onsored by the , 

I~	such Slanderous rubbish to aI): ear its For 

I have fallm{ed French press, particulsrly pub:: 1cs,tions of 

so-called "moclerte right" quite closely and I have found nothing but sincere 


friemship for Israel and ganu:;ne concern for the fa.te of '::'he JeW's in .Algeria. 


\.4 ""'~~.t ~ 0,....
SaustaD.a hi'S "lii_ a. long and faithful friend of the Jewish people and is 


nne of' Fr'" h TC'r""ell a'l-lQ.,.,cecQrlciC"rl .~"~~~
_ _ 	 s. ",nc. -~,~ ,..l-~.. , ".,C'. 	 ~~V'~'-.... 
long~r;J who 

is one of .tte JewiJli lJeol·1e '-e: :taunchest 

has fascist leeJli.l1gs sny art is 

L.' 	 _L (~~-:I- '!I,.~'~~ ~lJ" ',,~N~.-· .. 

could 

http:underste.nd


It is tha,t :kH co~~unist tactic/is to 

Ci.issel1sion friends. r,i"r .. Ala.nrs deliberate att.empt to A""nbasc;ador 
in COlllJ'entaq , ~ 

Gilbert k!ll\fm~~nr;j.ier:mucannot be too seVBrely" Mi;'iei'Md. ~ 

~o~-rs.gtct.;..tr!zr$; S:::::::@~'!i-'Ttft!i to diE'll! Us4L n !llln 111_ 
~. -yvvv.~

s.t .. iililiii vrvrt.i§iHli !9JkG-JJiiiilJlii1g1.js Us 'ji ;.:;e,.t0iin If *'f' is 

looking for anti-,'3~itism_in the,Algerian confUct, helll find his full of 
..~ ... December' ~~ 

it in ranLs of the FLN, 'lho rw.• ....:Jaeen: .SIiPOI1~ft:!t one of the 

}:lQgrO!flS s:ince vlcrld ::0.1" II. NQl' 111# .KIIURC Cairo-HoscO"'rl-Peiping",sllp:"~o!'ted 
~'" ~ 

FINJIt'l1ade aiIif(f secreta ab out fa.te of' the Javs crill be in once 

rower. 

is reaDy is not how much anti-Semitism there is in 
some of Q,. 

but hOWE litt1.e consi6.ering thb,t/the strongest advocates of 

degotia.tion vitl:. FLN, desertion the a:rmy otlnr defeEtest attitudes 

are influential JC"lJS 

, 

and Daniel 

r1Ever. men hor.;e to gain for themselves, France, or their 

their energies to a cause 

defeatist and traitc'rous ~ by .m.iJlions of Frex:cb'en is beycmd me. 

CtJJ1 
lose anc should 0-~ 

n by 

~lOne can 

\\cat&..strophe t-Semitisrn Hill ~ncrea..::f'no ,t a;;u.redlY! 
TheBe are oth/;;r elements in 1,ir. Alan t s article bring a atereh 

to the His implica.tion that most F'relllch offie 1:'S to kep 

Alge:"ia French because of advantageous aZ:Il}T alloll1.nces and r,ay is an ir:=oult 

so villainous to the thausanas who 
responsi.ble 


it a calamity to find it in a/me.g.:".zine of 

,---' 

One only" tl') read Ha.ssu I s a t the Barricades trial to underctand tA.v~ 

" 
~··t-·co 0::;, t.lng 

I 

http:9JkG-JJiiiilJlii1g1.js


terrorism .:end ant'. 

0: the FLt'IT, It 

one 

significant that of all the 
.9om:r::entary I S audience ~f 


on Algeria 1 
 c:-~ose to quotel~'I'Ii!""'fi~J!",.''''J!!''''ell!!'.ijii..'t-'h.iiiil·r...1ll'l"Jules 

exc8i,rl 


La guerra d IA1g;"ri_~. 
 someJljan2!!$E, in ,icll. iIr. 
dubious ~ 
iBNB~.aiIHi¥iiH3 calcul~~tion arJ.':' yeti '4; t iii. Gr 

Army had dec~~&ted a , has been co tested in Frcnce 

in any number of neils:parers. Nr. :Hoy, it should be 

li:'akeS no bones about 

One could :'jora to criticize in Hr. Alan I 5 exM.cle. th.ngs 

he SflYS are bi.,d enough. But jrhd of alJ the s::.ns of omiilssion? 

. At§f!ll$ tiXtigle ~~a gatitre.L l5J.wt::i;::k'· Algerjan ('"nf_
co 

~ \'fuat out the FLU and i ts rec~pousal of the n f' 

bloc2 What d about IS ~: in the ~ etJ, 

!Jrbblem of NATO '.:That aboutSo trubbles iatry 

~r9nch 

p..J.geria a.ne'!. the ~nr:;;. t about the role of 

COlTJIUllist subversion? of this is best unsaid, I , for • Alan 

d01--1ll to some hard thtnking £.,nd sona difficult 

It i.s all veri to 

it 1f:ight have been better to 

first place. 


It is difficult to vrrite a mo:"'€: bi$,ssed article than !v;r. IS, but 




I 

One recognizes .8, £8.1'11i1ia1" vccabulary, a ki.'1d of 

in >-ihieh 	French t1"al:1jOrS are painted in lovely 
,rtn __ .-_.,,,_. S '?~ 1._ ,'. ·4.,11.. " 
f ~r......""""""'-· r ~r~ 	 l~,rmy 

hues of her;)ism,and the same old dead horses of French/tortu.res are once 
A turns out to be 

more and ti.ljybody who thinks is French :.i:x a fascist. Here the sins 

emd calculated. J1!r. Barry's arti c'le is mainly devoted 

to eulogizing th 	 intellect'l.lals 1-Tho signed the nmT-fal'11lJUS 

manifesto sanctioning desertion frjJJ the French 
u r,fc:.nfiesto 

To fueridan intellectuals this/rr.a.y ~e a perfectly' wonc1erf'l.ll a.nd 
B.ll 

gesture i.."'l defiance of militarism, colonil'llism and ~ other evils. In 'F'rc,nce, 

the consensus was ~ cuite different. One hun(,red t'wenty one 

·t ... ·, t - '.I. h - &J + .1.' ~n e.L..!ec 	 1lal.S, no mo:tver _017 :t'aTilOUS, ~ no" a no.\..I1.011. Tre&.son 
~-

tre~.sQn, 	:i:f even ifJ\traitor is Jean-Paul Sa.rtre or Simone Signorat. As as 

fied .lith C01"1l1:unist caURes. These are 1fho tried so hard 

to save the Rosenbergs 'lihen t~t was the red cause of tl:e h)ur. Nr. Barr.! If£l.kes 

a. b point of rnent:i on:L11€; that no COIn.71unists signed the rrElli£e;"rt.o. That of C01.1.:r-se 

jjl£:.kes it kosher.. But it shou.ld be observed ~ it is the absence 

of the a.bove-board conmrunists that make tria HliI:::PlifBSi& ITmanifeGtol! suspect. 

lv-ork on Soviet techniques: 

HIn all spheres of life, yihether poll,tical, cultlJ.rel like the cin;:;'lTJ8., 

technical li.1.;:e biology, or neutre.l ::-ike or eugenics, 

et up or colonized so as to citizens "lOrk 

nev r h~ve been its 's if openly c~mvas8ed b;t it .•... In Fr!).nce 

http:wonc1erf'l.ll


a:}.pme 140 such crypto-communist organizations have been counted, each 

one with its offices, its staff, its publications. 110 The managing 

organs of these satellite organizations contain, roughly speaking, a 

quarter K.lIKKllXi:lIui of avowed communists, a quarter of "fellow travelers", 

whose allegiance is camouflaged, a quarter recruited in that well-known 

social category of "political half-virgins", more or less innocent but 

naive people whose comp.laisance is remunerated with appearances on 

platforms and luster, and a quarter of COllstit Lionally incurable virgins, 

whom no experience of political fraud will ever be able to deflower. 

Thanks to this mixture, these connuittees are, on the outside, as in the 

song: "independent HI though with a few communists--"I'hy not, since\~e 

dre free,!! and on the inside as the composer wants them: under the 

strict c0ntrol of Moscow." •••• 

"Apart from the p,;~rmanent subsidiaries that tlle Kremlin colonizes 

underhandedly, temporary movements are organized: fronts, solidarity 

days, railies on topical questions such !s 'for freeing the Rosenbergs', 

'ag inst EDC,' 'for stopping nuclear tests,' 'against German rearmament,' 

all of them hidden behind a :screen of polit 1 neutralty." 



deceive 
\vho is Mr. Barry trying to :iBId:, tllerefore, when he writes: 

"It is worth noting, at this point, that no Communists signed the 

manifesto, that Communists do not partic e in demonstrations of ~a&sive 

resistance, and that no Communist is urged by his party to serge, but, on 

the contrary, is told to go. Consequently, one of the unusual facts of 

the current Franch inte lee t,Ui.il revol t 18 the ab,3cnce of Communists." 

An unusual fact indeed. 
~J t~ 

a b to-do about one Jerome Lindon who has s~ttQn 

to get the/olice to indict)! him for s ing the manifesto. 

:Mr. Barry makes 

Lindon it appears is the publisher of La Question, the famous torture book 
~,t 

byI' 'well-known communist ~larc Alleg, and La Gangrene, another torture book 

which turned out to be a fraud. If Lindon is not a communist, then surely 

it must be merely the party card that he is lacking. 

Again, the ususal otill,Iissi<..)ns. Much ado about army tortures but no 

mention of Ji'LN terror, cutthroating, blackmail etc. which has been gOlng 

on during this ].)eriod at Rlixi:JI:KElflll:S:lflll a stepped-up pace with considera1b1bw 

casual ties. NOtri mentlton of JeD Feehat Abbas" final solutillln to the rian 

Jewish 4uestion. Nothing but the glorification of 121 traitors to their 

country whose intellectual dishonesty is only too evident in the wording 

" ',' . t ~ of the "anifesto itself. The 1'ian1fes 0 ~: 

I~e respect and consider tifitdd the conduct of li'renchmen who deem 

it their duty to help and protect Alga; ians opporessed in the name of the 
(}?f.J\.I\,~.t '"~Y~ 

..F'rench people. 11 What I would like to know is ~;Jhich Algo.'rians does the 
.,." 

Manifesto :tXi:ki:H!I; refer to, the 100,000 or so serving loyally in the }'rench 

",;.rmy, the 1,200,000 European Alg ,rians who :i<lVe as much right 
~,::L', ,t.A,{'V~\-

AlgeriaAas anyone else, the IfIli Algerian 1vIoselrns h'ho 
-..,..v i\ 

Assembly in Paris? 

~,:~)L '.N,?/,."""",,..c"_.,"_ 
to ee in::: 

sfit in 'the Nation 



,~~~ 
The turht of the matt,:r is that the oppressed AlgeriiAns,l the 121 are 

and their leaJers in Tunis 
so concerned about are the cutthroats/who spare neither women nor 

children, who have inflicted more casual ties GIl the r,)o,,;lem popuiation 

than the European, arNMXOCH:NKRXHxmar:&:e:xglixxxxKxi:1i who have staged pogroms 

! 

against innocent Jew.sliving among moslems, and XkMXNl!{](RXM\\hose ultimate ~ 

~ is to pU::::;h the ~uropeans iutu the sea and destroy i:NHxxxHNRmx:e:s 

the hunjreds of thousanJs of 1wlo8ms who for seven yeL~rs h<lVe served RXXHKH:; 

xx_xx; the ]<'rench lie, their country~ 
The despicable hypocrisy of the 121 ,signers NB.:Xs: defies adeqqate 

c,;ndemnation. name of "libtorali are 
ultimate 

willing to put the death seal on millions for the/benefit of a totalitarian 

mob who bet their instruction s from Moscow, Cairo and Pe :f\k. Barry's 

attemr,t to eulogize this bizarre group of poli 'J,~Ca';" masoc.ilists has only 
d.l.,.:Cwdl,>, G 

the basest and most 'l!!¢ucr.:diii@g"motives. 

mailto:l!!�ucr.:diii@g"motives
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( 6 17) 26 8 - 6 9 03 

January 1 • 19 8 3 

Mr. Nor man Podhoretz 
altor 

CO t ENTARY 
165 East C6 th Street 
New York. N. Y. 10022 

Dear Norma n : 

You probably don' t r e me mber me. but I was involved in the 
Al g e rian controversy witll Ray Alan and Joseph Barry that took 
pla c e in the pages of CO llENTARY back in 1961. I like to think 
that my conversation with you at the time may have he l p ed you 
start your lon g journey to the ri Bht. 

In any case, since then I have continued to write -- five 
books and numerous articles -- and am as consistently conservative. 
anti-communist. and pro-Israel as ever. Wh ich brings me to the 
reason for this lett e r. 

Would you be interest ed in an article to be entitled I'The PL O 
in Lebanon" -- a sort of documentation of the PLO's invasion of 
Lebuilou in the 70s. its atrocities a n d consolidation of p ower as 
a state within a state u~til its recent expulsion from Be irut 
and southern Lebanon by Israel? 

~emories being short, people are for tting very rapidly what 
took place in Lebanon durin g those horriile years. One should 
Bath~r this information while it is still fresh in the minds of 
the people who lived throu gh it. In addition, the Israeli army 
captured loads of PlO documents and records whic h sho u l d be looled 
throu gh. 

The l-Torld is now so preoccupied "li t h "imperial Israel" and 
the Beirut massacre, that the entire brutal, sava g e rei gn of terror 
of the PLO in Lebanon h as been forgotten, if not forgiven. Arafat's 
recention by the Pope and ABC's recent document ry on t b e Be irut 
massacr e made the Palestinians look like the poor victims of blood­
thirsty Ch ristians and Jews, even th099 the PLO is still eng a g ed 
in bloody warfare in northern Lebanon. 

Naturally, we do not see the aan~led bodies on the nightly 
news. Ap parently, because there are no Israeli planes aro u nd, the 
wounded children of Tripoli are not q uite as interestin g as those 
of Beirut. Besides, the TV cameras are now allan the We st Bank 
filmin g Jewish settlements and Arab protestors. 
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I hope you aEree that there is an urgent need for a 
"lest 'ole forget" review of the PLOYs seven-year rule by terrorism 
in Lebanon. If we don't document the facts, who will? Certainly 
not A3C, CBS, or NBC. 

Sincerely yours, 



16S East S6 Street 

New York. New York 10022 


PLaza 1-4000 


Nornum Podhorelz. Editor 

January· 20, 1983 

Mr. Samuel L. Blumenfeld 

171 W. Seventh Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02127 

Dear Sam: 

I do remember you, and I was glad to hear from you again. 

The article you propose to write on "The PLO in Lebanon" 
might very well work for Commentary, but unfortunately 
I can't give you any advance guarantee. What I can give 
you is the promise of a sympathetic and hospitable reading 
of the manuscript. If you aren't willing to go ahead on 
that basis, I will of course understand. If, on the other 
hand, this seems to you a reasonable arrangement, please 
let me know. 

Yours, 

.. ~ ----

Norman Podhoretz 

NP/rk 




