For once let @8 break the monotony of newsreporting and indulge in dlag-
nosing the situation and in predicting tomorrow's news. Beyond indignation
and pity, the present events in Algeria lend themselves to stockteking and
general forecast.

First, we are witnes.ing in Algeriae the prenalty that generzls and their
civilian advisers are payiing for not teving learned the lesson of French
historye Since the Night of St. Bartholomew (1572), through the years of
the Fronde (mid-seventeenth century), and the French Revolution 1tself,
the destinies of France have been conducted from and decided by the capital,
Paris. The leaders of the religlious partles, the nobility fighting Riche-
lieu and Mazarin, the Mirabeaus, Dantons and Robesplerres, Napoleon after
the Egyptlan and the Russian cempaigns - all knew that holding Paris means
having the country in one's hands. Surrounded by the snow of Muscovy, Na-
poleon first inquired: "What does Paris think of 142"

It 1s strange that French officers should ignore this fundamental fact
of their country's political life. 1In April 1961 Genersl Challe apparently
dissuaded those who advised ulm to move on Paris within 24 hours of the
revolt, send parachute commandos to the Jjittery capital which for more than
two days was left practically without defense. (Only Prime ¥inister ¥ichel
Debre advised the sleepy citlzens on the night of the expected invasion
to rush to the alrports and fight the landing parachute resiments - which
never arrived.)

Cen. Salan's rensewed attempt could have had a chance of succeeding only
if he had prepared his uprising through contacte in Parils and had planrned
a joint move on the capltal’'s nerve centers together with other army units.
Fistory will tell why Salan falled to do so, why he walted for the signa-
ture of the truce, in the firstm place, why he chcse not to profit by the
agitation which held metropolitan France in its grips for weeks before
and during the ivlan negotliations. The fact 1s, ke even stated hils deter-

minetion to avoid a putsch, and to concentrete ilnsteaed on the exacerba-
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tion of feelings in Algeria. He underestimated the impact that the word
"peace" has on the minds of civilians and soldiers alike. NMore important
st1ll, he overestimated the Army's readiness to back (or even to arbit-
rate by abstaining or timing its intervention) a rebellion after the fail-

ure, hardly a year sgo, of another.

The second thing we must bear in mind is that whatever 1s going to hap-
pen in Algeris, the main scene of events whll be metropolitan Frence.
There the 1ssue 1s far from considered settled. We face there a situation
similar to 1945 with its purge of the Right by the Left. When De Gaulle
slgned the truce, in that very moment the Left won a great victory: for
years the Sartres and other fellow-travelers have been clamoring for an
FLN victory which would mean thet of the popular front in France. Today
the Left: the Communists, the PSU of lMendes-France, the huge, Communist-
led CGT labor union may indeed be optimistic: thousands of "Rightists"
are in jaill, concentration cemps, or otherwise neutralised; the army 1is
literally beheaded, deprived of 1its best officers from generals to lieu-
tenants, 1ts morale definitely broken. The contingent in Algeria has
just proved that 1t obeys De Gaulle unconditlionally.

The Left will not miss this opportunity and will show no generosity
efter four years' fright. It will move to further purge the army of 1ts
national-minded officers, and to create a sit@ation in the country in
which the repstrdated Algerians will be politically lmpotent. For years
the Left dreaded these pleds-nolrs and the voting strength they would add
to right-wing parties. The Left knows full well that XXXBEANNREXXREEXT
#xx, behind a De Gaulle powerless to strite out against them, 1t cannot

lose one single day in turning France into the country of thelr dreames.



