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The purpose of this newslelter is to provide knowledge tor parents and educators who want to save the childien of America
from the destiuctive forces that endanger them. Our children in the public schoois are ot grave risk in 4 ways; academically,

spiritually, morally, and physically — and only a well-informed public will be able fo reduce these fisks,

“Without vision, the people perish.”

California Education Dept. Confesses:
Whole Language Has Been a Disaster!

Back in 1988, when Bill Honig, then
School Superintendent of California, and
Francie Alexander, the state’s curriculum
director, decided to choose only whole-lan-
guage reading programs for the state’s pub-
lic schools, we knew that a literacy disaster
was in store for the Golden State. We wrote
in our Sept. 1988 issue: “Functional illiteracy
will be booming in California in the years
ahead if that state adopts the look-say basal
reading programs it has already approved. .

. Because of textbook selection decisions
based on ignorance, millions of California
children will be condemned to lives as func-
tional illiterates. Such state sanctioned edu-
cational malpractice will be doing more
damage to more lives than one can possibly
caiculate.”

It was already known in 1987 that Cali-
fornia had a serious reading problem. Ac-
cording to the Quincy (Mass.) Patriot Ledger
of 11/18/87:

Almost one in six adults in California is “func-
tionally illiterate,” and most of those who can’t read
are native English-speakers who went to school in the
US., according to a new study by the State Depart-
ment of Education.

The report says 3.1 million Califomians can’t

read well enough to understand advertising in news-

papers, simple redipes or job applications. . . .
The largest group of illiterates is white. More

than 43 percent of the group are white, and 56 percent
were U.S.-born.

Naturally, the educators saw nothing in
the schools to blame for this terrible situ-
ation. To them, the reasons for all of that
functional illiteracy were obviously social.
So when it came time to adopt new reading
programs in 1988, the educators of Califor-
nia ignored everything that had been writ-
ten about the reading problem since 1955,
when Rudolf Flesch’s famous Why Johnny
Can’t Read was published, and acted as if
nobody knew what caused perfectly normal
children in school to become reading fail-
ures. But now they’re beginning to see the
light, albeit somewhat dimly. In an artide
entiled “Rethinking Reading,” in the Au-
gust 1995 issue of Teacher Magazine, we read:

Digmal test scores and recent research that warms
against a single approach %o instnuction have spurred
Califomia educational officials 0 rethink their state’s
pioneenng techniques for teaching young children to

read.
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(Pioneering techniques?! Whole-lan-
guage techniques were desaibed in Edmund
Burke Huey’s book, The. Padagogy and Psy-
chology of Reading, published in 1908!)

In fact, a flurry of activity is under way in the
state to do what some would say is heretical: meld the
whole language program currently in place with a
more structured phonetic approach that had been
largely abandoned.

The education department currently is drafting
guidelines to help schools make the shift to the new
wedded approach. The document, aimed at teachers
in the early elementary grades, should be ready by the
fall, pending the approval of a new reading task force
created by state superintendent Delaine Eastin,

“Our goal is not to go back to one or push for the
other,” says Dennis Parker, manager of language arts
and foreign languages for the state education depart-
ment. “Our goal is to put together a comprehensive
program that will work for every child.”

Although some California teachers have been
frustrated with the state’s literature-based reading
program for some time, it was students’ poor stand-
ing on recent state and national reading tests that
brought the issue to a head this spring. In a report
released in May, the Califonia School Boards Asso-
dation concluded that “many schools and school
districts in California are in the midst of a reading
cisis.”  Although it noted a host of underlying rea-
sons for the predicament, the report ranked “the lack
of a structured, sequential reading program” at the
top of the list.

California adopted the whole language frame-
work for teaching language arts in 1987. The method
relies on the use of appealing stories and “real” litera-
ture to teach students to read. It essentially replaced
the drill-and-skill routine that many teachers had
been taught to use. The framework did not prohibit
skills development but gave it short shrift.

Diana Garchow, a veteran teacher and a mem-
ber of the state’s new reading task force, says admin-
istrators in some Califonia schools actually seized all
phonics books and spellers to ensure that teachers
were not ignoning the new instructional framework.
In their place, she adds, “we got some beautiful pieces
of literature that the childten can’t read.”

Although she wants to keep the rich literature
component of the program, Garchow says “it’s really
important that the state come out and say, ‘You have
to teach phonics, you have to teach basics, you need
a middle-of-the road approach.”

Bill Honig, who was the state superintendent
when the literature-based program was adopted, now
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concedes that the framework was fuzzy. “We made
our mistakes because we weren't clear enough about
this being a balanced approach,” he says.

In the past few years, Honig adds, studies have
shown that while some youngsters can leam to read
without skills instruction, others nced the more sys-
tematic approach.  What's more, he says, research
also indicates that even children who leam to read
with relative ease can benefit from structured skills
instruction.

Still, there are those who worry that the pendu-
lum may swing too far away from the whole language
emphasis, for reasons that have little to do with best
practice. Mary Ellen Vogt, a board member of the
Intemational Reading Assodation and a past presi-
dent of the IRA’s Califomnia affiliate, is one of them.
“The teaching of phonics is compatible with litera-
turebased instruction,” Vogt says. “Keeping that in
balance is the trick.”

Comment:

So the whole-language chickens have
come home to roost! We're delighted that
the children of California may actually get a
chance to leam to read. But we remain
skeptical as the educators speak of “meld-
ing” whole language with phonics. It all
depends on how you meld them. If by
melding you mean teaching a little more
phonics in the context of wholelanguage,
holistic strategies, then there will be no real
improvement at all. But if you mean helping
the children develop a phonetic reflex before
giving them “real” literature to read, then we
should expect to see real improvement.

Note that it is now being revealed that
“some California schools actually seized all
phonics books and spellers” to force teachers
to use the whole-language programs. If that
sort of action were advocated by parents, it
would be called “censorship.” But adminis-
trators can ban phonics and get away with it,
despite the fact that it violates the suppos-
edly sacred princple of academic freedom.
As for the International Reading Assoda-
tion’s fear that the pendulum may swing too
far in the direction of phonics, we can only
recall how the IRA’s anti-phonics militants
have always managed to sabotage any real
attempt to get intensive, systematic phonics
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back in the schools. We'll have to look closely
at the new reading textbooks before we can
say that a new dawn of pro-phonics reading
instruction has arrived in California.

NEA to Shift Emphasis
to School Reform Issues

After having spent the last thirty years
emphasizing political and sodial issues at the
expense of academic concerns, the National
Education Association announced at its
annual convention in Minneapolis in July
that it will now devote its attention to the
problems of school reform. ‘

“We are shifting the focus of the N.EA.
so we place more emphasis on education
reform and we place more emphasis on the
public schools of America improving,” Don
Cameron, the union’s executive director said.
“We are focusing virtually all our human
and finandal resources into those goals.”

According to Education Week of 7/12/
95, Cameron and Keith Geiger, the president
of the 22 million member union, said the
N.EA. can make such a shift because the
union’s heavy emphasis on collective bar-
gaining over the past 25 years has produced
livable wages for teachers.

Leaders of the union, traditionally al-
lied to the Democratic Party, are also anxious
about the impact of last November's elec-
tions—which put Republicans in control of
Congress and installed 14 new G.O.P. gover-
nors—and about school vouchers and the
move to hire private companies to manage
public schools.

Mr. Cameron, who manages the national
union’s 565 employees, has reorganized its
Washington headquarters to reduce the
bureaucracy and to steer resources to profes-
sional issues. He and Geiger have been
crisscrossing the country, urging elected
union leaders and staff members to join in
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school-reform efforts.

In a videotape Geiger made for regional
directors, he throws a straitjacket into a
wastebasket to symbolize the abandoning of
rigid thinking. He calls for members to take
the lead in—-and not just go along with—
educational change.

Help from Jesse Jackson

The union’s heightened emphasis on
teaching and leamning also prompted Geiger
to interrupt this year's Representative As-
sembly for a three-hour “Focus on Educa-
tional Change” moderated by Jesse Jackson.
The presentation was part pep rally, part
discussion of education issues, and in part a
forum for Jackson to air his own views.

Interspersed with video clips, jazzy
music, and somber statistics about the condi-
tion of American children were opportuni-
ties for the N.E.A. delegates to participate.
They used red-and-green hand fans and 2,000
electronic devices called “zingers” to regis-
ter their views on such questions as school-
based management, technology, and the role
of local and state unions in school improve-
ment.

The session also featured the results of a
questionnaire that delegates filled out at
registration. They answered the same ques-
tions asked last fall by the Public Agenda
Foundation, which found educators and the
public at odds over school reform.

Members of the public, the delegates
heard, believe drugs and violence top the list
of problems in public schools, followed by
low academic standards.

N.EA. delegates, in contrast, said lack
of money was the primary problem with
schools, followed by drugs and violence,
overcdowded dassrooms, and low academic
standards.

“Parents want their children to be safe
in schools and learn the basics,” Jackson-
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said. “And they will desert the public schools
if they are concemed that they aren’t. We
can’t take their support for granted.”

Next year, for the first time in the un-
ion’s history, the N.EA's national conven-
tion will be devoted to instruction issues and
education reform, Geiger said.

Top Priority: School Reform

The Center for Teaching and Learning,
created last fall to be the union’s brain trust
on educational issues, merges all the union’s
school-reform and policy programs, includ-
ing: (1) The National Center for Innovation,
caeated in 1990, which houses the union’s
Mastery in Learming and laaming Labora-
tory restructuring projects; (2) the teacher
education initiative, through which the
N.EA. is collaborating with 17 colleges of
education to improve teacher training; (3)
The National Foundation for the Improve-
ment of Education, which is in the midst of a
two-year study of professional development;
and (4) The Center for Education Technol-
ogy, which explores ways technology can
help restructure the educational environ-
ment.

Perhaps the union’s most important new
project to help classroom teachers is the KEYS
project. The Keys to Excellence in Your
Schools program is a yardstick that can help
teachers measure the organizational quality
of their schools against national norms. The
study is the first original research on schools
conducted by the N.EA. in 35 years. Re-
searchers surveyed teachers to identify the
hallmarks of high-quality schools.  Then,
researchers tested the 35 conditions the teach-
ers identified against a smaller sample of
schools in six districts.

They found that student achievement
was higher in schools that incorporated a
significant number of the 35 indicators. What
were these indicators? Here's a sample: 1.
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Parents and school employees are commit-
ted to long-range, continuous improvement.
3. Goals for achievable education outcomes
are clear and explicit. 4. Teachers, education
support personnel, parents, administrators,
students, school board, district administra-
tors, and civic groups are all involved in
improving education. 5. Teachers, educa-
tion support personnel, students, and par-
ents believe all students can learn. 8. Teach-
ers assess student improvement daily. 9.
Administrators assess student improvement
daily. 24. School staff actively seek to iden-
tify barriers to learning. 25. Teachers work to
remove barriers. 26. Education support
personnel work to remove barriers. 27. Stu-
dents and parents work to remove barriers.
28. School and district administration work
to remove barriers to learning. 29. A coop-
erative problem-solving process is used to
remove barriers. 32. There is two-way, non-
threatening communication between school
employees and school administrators. 33.
There is two-way, non-threatening commu-
nication between school employees and
district administrators. 34. There is two-
way, non-threatening communication
among teachers. 35. All communication takes
place within a climate for innovation.

[We get the distinct feeling that these
“indicators” were dreamed up by the OBE
implementation team. They sound as phony
as the NEA’s alleged interest in academ-
ics.]

A national panel of educators is advis-
ing the union on how to flesh out its plans for
the KEYS program. Members of the panel
include Willis Hawley, dean of the college of
education at the University of Maryland and
Susan Moore Johnson, a Harvard University
professor. Part of the plan includes training
UniServe representatives to be helpful.
Comment:

Obviously, the N.E.A. has decided that
the public’s confidence in public education
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has eroded so badly that they'd better begin
doing something about improving the public
schools. But since they are relying on the
brains of professors of education to advise
them, it's a foregone conclusion that their
efforié will be in vain. Also, the shock of
November 1994 has so badly shaken the
union’s confidence in its ability to control the
political scene, that the leaders felt it neces-
sary to call upon Jesse Jackson to stage a pep
rally to enliven the troops. Advice from both
Jesse Jackson and the professors of educa-
tion should be enough to sink the union. The
N.EA. is clearly brain dead if it must rely on
such resources for inspiration. But as long as
the states continue to finance govemnment
education, the union will be able to hang on.
That is why it is incambent upon every
conservative to press to get the government
out of the education business. When the
public begins to realize that it is the govern-
ment monopoly, bolstered by compulsory
attendance, that has ruined education, they
will no longer want to support it.

DE.A to Operale Charler
School in Detroit

The US. Drug Enforcement Admini-
stration is getting into the charter-school
business, with plans to open a “prototype”
residential school for at-risk children this fall
in Detroit. Federal drug agents came up
with the idea of running a school as an ex-
periment in their efforts to reduce the de-
mand for illidt drugs in troubled urban ar-
eas.

Central Michigan University officials
last week put the finishing touches on a
contract for the D.E.A. school, which will
accept 200 students: 40 boys and girls in each
of grades 5 through 9. The Michigan charter-
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school law, adopted in 1993, allows state
colleges and school districts to grant char-
ters.

“This charter school will establish a
prototype residential preparatory school to
meet the unique needs of extremely atrisk
youth,” the school’s mission statement de-
clares. The school, tentatively known as the
Woodward Academy, is expected to take
over space in a former state mental-health
dinic and school.

“When successful,” the mission state-
ment says, the faclity might be replicated by
the agency’s 19 field divisions charged with
“drug-demand reduction” across the coun-
try. The school will be an all-day, all-year
boarding fadlity attuned to bolstering char-
acter and self-esteem, while strengthening
students’ family connections.

Eastern Michigan University will offer
courses from its masters of liberal studies in
technology program for faculty and staff
members of the school. (Educ. Wk. 7/12/95)
Comment:

It's quite possible that the drug agency
will do a better job of running a school than
the professional educators. But the school
sounds more like a reformatory than a place
where genuine education will take place.
The “drug-demand reduction” idea reminds
us of the “paperwork reduction act” alluded
to on IRS forms. It brings to mind the story
of the government file derk who asked per-
mission to throw out some old, no-longer
needed files, only to be told by the supervi-
sor to make copies before throwing them
out. Government education, run by profes-
sional educators, is bad enough. But govern-
ment education run by govermnment agents?
That ought to be worth watching.

Then, how about a charter school run by
the ATF for kids who bring guns to school or
smoke cigarettes? There’s no end to the
possibilities once the bureaucrats become
creative.
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Cheaper, Purer Heroin
Pours Into the Northeast

Heroin, a scourge of the 1970s that was
overshadowed by a national cocaine binge
in the 1980s, is once again pouring into
American cities and towns.

Officials with the US Drug Enforcement
Administration say some of the purest her-
oin in the nation can be found in Greater
Boston. They attribute the steady rise in
availability of the drug to entrepreneurial
dealers with links to Colombian cocaine
suppliers. “We seem to get the highest levels
of purity in the Northeast,” said George Festa,
in charge of the DEA’s New England divi-
sion. “It's puzzling to us and it is something
we are monitoring very dosely.”

In the Northeast, individual bags of
heroin that sold for $30 to $50 ten or fifteen
years ago go for as little as $5 today. Occa-
sionally, dealers adopt the technique of ciga-
rette manufacturers by distributing heat-
sealed plastic bags stamped with the latest
brand namnes, free of charge.

There is compelling evidence that her-
oin use is rising sharply, and that young
people are experimenting with the drug. The
number of people entering state-funded
treatment programs in Massachusetts be-
cause of heroin abuse has increased from
10,545 in 1988 to 17,445 in 1993, a 65 percent
inarease, acoording to the state Department
of Mental Health. (Boston Globe, 7/10/95)

Vital Reading

The Road to Socialism and

the New World Order

by Dennis L. Cuddy, Ph.D.

Florida Pro Family Forum, Inc, P.O. Box 1059,
Highland City, FL. 33846-1059, (941) 6446218, 80 pages,
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$4.00 plus $1.75 post. & handling

Dr. Dennis Cuddy, who once worked as
a Senior Assodate in the U.S. Department of
Education, has put together the best, concise
compendium of documentation proving the
existence of the sodalist New World Order
conspiracy. It is not really a conspiracy in the
sense that the elitists have hidden from the
public what their goals are. What makes it a
conspiracy is the fact that this elite has
managed to gain control of the mass media
in order to mold public opinion without the
public being fully aware of how it is being
manipulated.

The Nazs, Fascists and Communists
openly made use of the mass media to un-
ashamedly spread their propaganda. But
our elitists operate in a much more subtle
way. They know that most Americans ex-
pect their media to be objective in reporting
events, and so they try to give that impres-
sion. But after 50 years of a steady diet of
politically correct, liberal bias, conservative
Armericans are no longer fooled by the media.
That's why talk radio has risen to such im-
portance. It's become the only reliable source
of news and commentary for conservatives
in America.

Dr. Cuddy quotes Rep. Oscar Callawy
of Texas in the Congressional Racord of Feb. 9,
1917, who explains how the “powers that
be” went about gaining control of the media:

In March, 1915, the ]JP. Morgan interests, the
steel, shipbuilding and powder interests, and their
subsidiary organizations got together 12 men high up
in the newspaper world and employed them to select
the most influential newspapers in the United States
and suffident number of them to control generally
the policy of the daily press in the United States.
These 12 men worked the problem out by selecting
179 newspapers, and then began, by an elimination
process, to retain only those necessary for the purpose
of controlling the general policy of the daily press
throughout the country. They found it was only
recessary to purchase the control of 25 of the greatest
papers. The 25 papers were agreed upon; emissanies
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were sent to purchase the policy, national and inter-
national, of these papers; an agreement was reached;
the policy of the papers was bought, to be paid for by
the month; an editor was fumished for each paper to
properly supervise and edit information regarding
thc questions of preparedness, militarism, financial
policies, and other things of national and intema-
tional nature considered vital to the interests of the
purchasers.

That's how it was done. And over the
years the process induded gaining control of
radio and television networks, news maga-
zines, etc. This is the kind of documentation
that makes this 80-page paperback an in-
aedibly rich source of information for any-
one who wants to do further research.

Dr. Cuddy also does an excellent job of
showing the connections between the Fa-
bian Sodalists, the Rhodes secret sodiety, the
intermational bankers, the Coundl on For-
eign Relations, the Trilateralists, the World
Federalists, the United Nations, GATT, etc.

It was Prof. Carroll Quigley, Bill Clin-
ton’s mentor at Georgetown University, who
revealed the existence of this international
cabal in his book, Tragady and Hope, pub-
lished in 1966. Quigley wrote:

There does exist, and has existed for a genera-
tion, an international Anglophile network which
opcrates, to some extent, in the way the radical Right
believes the Communists act. In fact, this network,
which we may identify as the Round Table Groups,
has no aversion to cooperating with the Communists,
or any other groups, and frequently does so. I know
of the operations of this network because I have
studied it for twenty years and was permitted for two
years, in the early 1960's, to examine its papers and
sccret records. . . .

Money for the widely ramified activities of this
organization came originally from the assocates and
foliowers of Cecil Rhodes, chiefly from the Rhodes
Trust itself, and from wealthy associates such as the
Beit brothers, from Sir Abe Bailey, and (after 1915)
from the Astor family. Since 1925 there have been
substantial contributions from wealthy individuals
and from foundations and firms associated with the
international banking fratemity, especially the Car-
negie United Kingdom Trust, and other organiza-
tions assodated with ]J. P. Morgan, the Rockefeller
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and Whitney families, and the associates of Lazard
Brothers and of Morgan, Grenfell, and Company.

The chief backbone of this organization grew up
along the already existing finandal cooperation run-
ning from the Morgan Bank in New York to a group
of international finanders in London led by Lazard
Brothers. . . . Ramifications were established in poli-
tics, high finance, Oxford and London universities,
periodicals, the civil service, and tax-exempt founda-
tions.

. . . This front organization, called the Royal
Institute of Intemational Affairs, had as its nucleus in
each area the existing submerged Round Table Group.
In New York it was known as the Coundil on Foreign
Relations, and was a front for J. P. Morgan and
Company in association with the very small Ameri-
can Round Table Group. . . .

The American branch of this “English Estab-
lishment” exerted much of its influence through five
American newspapers (The New York Times, New
York Herald Tribune, Christian Science Monifor, the
Washington Post, and the lamented Boston Evening
Transcript). . . .

It was this group of people, whose wealth and
influence so exceeded their experience and under-
standing, who provided much of the framework of
influence which the Communist sympathizers and
fellow travelers took over in the United States in the
1930’s. It must be cecognized that the power that
these energetic Left-wingers exercised was never their
own power or Communist power but was ultimately
the power of the intermational financial coterie, and,
once the anger and suspicions of the American people
were aroused, as they were by 1950, it was a fairly
simple matter to get rid of the Red sympathizers.
Before this could be done, however, a congressional
commitiee, following backward to their source the
threads which led from admitted Communists like
Whittaker Chambers, through Alger Hiss, and the
Camegie Endowment to Thomas Lamont and the
Morgan Barnk, fell into the whole complicated net-
work of the interlocking tax-exempt foundations.
The Eighty-third Congress in July 1953 set up a Spe-
cial Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Founda-
tions with Representative B. Carroll Reece, of Tennes-
see, as chairman. It soon became clear that people of
immense wealth would be unhappy if the investiga-
tion went too far and that the “most respected”
newspapers in the country, closely allied with these
men of wealth, would not get excited enough about
any revelations to make the publicity worth while, in
terms of votes or campaign contributions.

Only the revival of Biblical religion has
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been able to slow down the advance of the
New World Order juggermmaut. This has
given the American people time to organize
their own resistance to the loss of national
sovereignty and individual freedom. As the
year 2000 approaches, the New World Order
elitists will do all in their power to achieve
their ultimate goal of world government.
They are so close to world government that
they can taste it. Which accounts for the rage
and frustration they feel toward those of us
who may block their final victory. Thus, we
can expect the next ten years to be ones of
political turbulence and instability as the
showdown between Biblical religion and
secular humanism reaches its dimax.
Dennis Cuddy’s book is like a program
desaibing all of the New World Order ac-
tors on the stage of consemporary history.
Dr. Shirley Correll writes about the book:

Widespread knowledge of the mechanismms used,
as well as the people involved, can save future gen-
erations much heartache, if the current generation
acts as bravely and dedsively as their forefathers. The
time is short and the stakes are high. Widespread dis-

tribution of this booklet can help to tum the tide.

Father Fined for Tutoring
Son Off Campus

Charles Hayden of New Stanton, Pa,
thought he was being a good parent when he
dedded to take two hours of every day to
tutor his son in an effort to help him pass his
classes. Instead, he wound up in court.

Hayden found out 11 weeks before the
end of school that his 7th-grade son, Chuis,
was failing five subjects. He called his son’s
guidance counselor and met with his teach-
ers. They dedded that Hayden should work
with Chris two hours a day. The problem
was finding the extra two hours.

The solution, Hayden decided, was to
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take his son out of his last-period dass—
study hall—and drive him home, which
saved a half-hour over his usual bus ride.

Offidals at Harrold Middle School told
Hayden that the arrangement violated the
state¢’s compulsory-attendance laws. But by
that time, Hayden said, “we knmew it was
working.”

Hayden continued to take Chris out of
school, and the school counted his absences
until they came to three full days. Then they
filed charges. They claimed that they offered
Hayden a private room on school grounds
for the sessions. But Hayden said that he
wanted his son to have some free time and
that the school site would be distracting.

On June 28, a state judge ruled in favor
of the district but suspended a possible $22
fine. (Educ. Wk., 7/12/95)

Comment:

Compulsory attendance laws have cre-
ated a tug of war between parents and schools
over whose authority should prevail con-
cerning the education of one’s children.
Before the public schools decided that they
now own the children, they were supposed
to serve merely in loco parentis, that is, at the
parents’ pleasure. In other words, the schools
were granted authority over the children by
the parents, just as baby sitters get their
authority from parents. However, when
parents wish to educate their children them-
selves, the schools should, accordingly, bow
to parental wishes. But the courts believe
that the schools were not created to serve the
parents but to serve the state, and that the
state’s authority supercedes that of parents.
The judge’s ruling in this case simply reaf-
firmed the prindple of state ownership of
children. ¥ Mr. Hayden has any sense, he
will remove his son from state jurisdiction
and educate him at home. Clearly, the state
is not educating his son, so why leave him in
the state’s school?
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