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Court Rules 
Secular Humanism Is A Religion 

The ruling handed down in Mobile, 
Alabama, on March 4, 1987, by U.S. Dis­
trict Judge W. Brevard Hand, that 
secular humanism is a religion, is 
perhaps the most important court 
victory for Christians to date in the 
ongoing struggle between the two op­
posing world views. 

The landmark 172-page ruling in 
this case of Smith v. Board of School 
Commi ss i oners of Mobil e Counth Ala. , 
affirmed what Christians have been 
saying for years: that the government 
school curriculum is based on and 
teaches the tenets of secular humanism 
and that this, therefore, constitutes 
an establishment of religion sponsored 
and sanctioned by the state, which is 
expressly forbidden by the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Secular humanists for years have 
used the es tab 1 i shment clause to ri d 
the government schools of any Christian 
practice or content. Christians are now 
using the same arguments to rid the 
public schools of secular humanism. 
What is particularly gratifying is that 
a federal judge in our humanistic judi­
ciary system was, first of all, will ing 
to hear the case, and second, will ing 
to judge it fairly on the basis of his 
own examination of the evidence. 

The case really boiled down to 
determining what is a religion. The 
plaintiffs contended that secular 
humanism is a religion; the defendants 
argued that it is not. 

Since the U.S. Supreme Court has 
never stated an absolute definition of 
religion under the First Amendment, the 
judge wrote that "any definition of 
rel igion must not be 1 imited, there­
fore, to traditional religions, but 
must encompass systems of bel ief that 
are equivalent to them for the 
believer." 

He then wrote: " . . .  all re 1 i­
gious beliefs may be classified by the 
questions they raise and the issues 
they address. These . . .  may be 
grouped as [follows]: (1) the existence 
of supernatural and/or transcendent 
reality; (2) The nature of man; (3) The 
ultimate end, or goal, or purpose of 
man's existence, both individually and 
collectively; (4) The purpose and na­
ture of the universe. " 

What then follows in this ruling is 
Judge Hand's lucid, logical, and con­
cise examination of secular humanism as 
a belief system that easily qualifies 
it to be regarded as a religion. He 
wrote: 
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. . . All of the experts" and 
the [plaintiffs], agreed that 
[humanism] is a religion which: 
makes a statement about superna­
tural existence a central pillar of 
its logic; defines the natuY'e of 
man; sets forth a goal or purpose 
for individual and collective human 
existence; and defines the nature 
of the universe, and thereby de­
limits its purpose. 

It purports to estab 1 ish a 
closed definition of reality; not 
closed in that its adherents know 
everything, but in that everything 
is knowable: can be reconcil ed by 
the human i nte 1 1  ect aided on 1 y by 
the devices of that intellect's own 
creation or discovery. The most 
important bel ief of this rel igion 
is its denial of the transcendent 
and/or supernatural: there is no 
God, no creator, no divinity. By 
force of logic, the universe is 
thus self-existing, completely 
physical and hence, essentially 
knowable. Man is the product of 
evolutionary, physical forces. He 
is purely biological and has no 
supernatura 1 or transcendent spi r­
i tua 1 component or qua 1 i ty. I�an' s 
individual purpose is to seek and 
obtain personal fulfillment by 
free ly deve 1 opi ng every ta 1 ent and 
ability, especially his rational 
intellect, to the highest level. 
Man's collective purpose is to seek 
the good 1 ife by the increase of 
every person's freedom and poten­
tial for personal development. 

In addition, humanism, as a 
belief system, erects a moral code 
and identifies the source of 
morality. This source is claimed to 
exist in humans and the social 
relationships of humans . . .  . 

Secular humanism . . .  has or-
ganizational characteristics. Some 
groups are more structured and 
hierarchical, others less so . . . •  

These organizations proselytize and 
preach their theories with the 
avowed purpose of persuading nonad­
herents to believe as they do . . .  

The entire body of 
thought has three key documents 
that furnish the text upon which 
the belief system rests as a plat­
form: Humanist Manifesto I, 
Humanist Manifesto I I, and the 
Secular Humanist Declaration. 

These factors . . . demonstrate 
the institutional character of 
secular humanism. They are evidence 
that this belief system is similar 
to groups traditionally afforded 
protect i on by the Fi rst Amendment 
religion clauses. 

Furthermore, the movement has 
leaders, alive and deceased, who 
are acknowledged, even revered, as 
authorities on its purposes and 
application in daily life. These 
include John Dewey, Sidney Hook, 
Paul Kurtz, and Corliss Lamont. 
These men do not present a mono-
1 ithic front, and this is another 
factor evidencing this as a rel i­
gious movement. There is a diver­
sity of views and philosophies 
within the humanist community very 
similar to the schisms and deviates 
existing within the Christian, 
Jewish, and Muslim communities. 

· . . For Fi rst Amendment pur­
poses, the commitment of humanists 
to a non-supernatural and non­
transcendent analysis, even to the 
point of hostil ity towards and 
outright attacks on all theistic 
religions, prevents them from main­
taining the fiction that this is a 
non-religious discipline. 
Secular humanism is religious for 
First Amendment purposes because it 
makes statements based on faith­
as-assumptions. 

· . .  The court is holding that 
the promotion and advancement of a 
religious system occurs when one 
fa ith-theory is taught to the ex­
clusion of others and this is pro­
hibited by the First Amendment 
religion clauses. 

· . .  For purposes of the First 
Amendment, secular humanism is a 
religious belief system, entitled 
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to the protections of, and subject 
to the prohibitions of, the rel i­
gion clauses. It is not a mere 
scientific methodology that may be 
promoted and advanced in the public 
schools. 

Having rendered his judgment that 
secular humanism is a religion, Judge 
Hand then .determined to what extent 
secular humanism is promoted through 
the textbooks adopted by the s til te of 
Alabama: 

The pa ttern in these books is 
the omission of religious aspects 
to significant American events. 

. .  To what extent can omis­
sions constitute a violation of the 
First Amendment religion clauses? 

First, the Supreme Court has 
recogni zed a ri ght to not be pre­
vented from learning materia l if it 
was excluded for religious reasons 
and there is a legitimate secular 
or non-religious (as opposed to 
anti-religious or irreligious) 
reason for teaching the materia l. 
Thus an omission can constitute a 
First Amendment violation. Second, 
a number of commentators contend 
that sufficient omissions violate 
religious freedom. Furthermore, 
there is no doubt that adherents to 
the rel igion of the Humanist 
Manifestos affirmatively seek the 
exclusion of influence by theistic 
religions in the public schools. 

. • .  The vast majority of Ameri­
cans, for most of our history, have 
lived in a society in which reli­
gion was a part of daily life. 
. . .  One would never know it by 
reading these books. Religion, 
where treated at all, is generally 
represented as a private matter, 
only influencing American public 
1 i fe a t some extraordi na ry moments. 
This view of religion is one hu­
manists have been seeking to 
instill for 50 years . . . .  These 
history books discriminate against 
the very concept of rel igion, and 
theistic religions in particular, 
by omissions so serious that a 
student learning history from them 

would not be appraised of relevant 
facts about America's history. 

• • • The texts reviewed are not 
merely bad history, but lack so 
many facts as to equa 1 ideo 1 ogi ca 1 
promotion. 

On the matter of morals education, 
the judge had this to say: 

Teaching that moral choices are 
purely personal and can only be 
based on some autonomous, as yet 
undi scovered an'd unful fi 1 1  ed, inner 
self is a sweeping fundamental 
belief that must not be promoted by 
the public schools. The state can, 
of course, teach the law of the 
land, which is that each person is 
responsible for, and will be held 
to account for, his actions. There 
is a distinct practical consequence 
between this fact, and the reli­
gious belief promoted, whether 
explicitly or implicitly, by saying 
"only you can decide what is right 
or wrong. " With these books, the 
State of A labama has overstepped 
its mark, and must withdraw to 
perform its proper non-religious 
functions. 

In granting relief, the judge 
wrote: 

The court, having concluded 
that the challenged textbooks vio­
late the establishment clauses of 
the First Amendment . • .  , is thus 
compelled to grant plaintiffs' 
their requested relief barring the 
further advancement of the tenets 
of the religion of secular 
humanism. The court will enter an 
order and judgment granting an 
injunction . . .  to prohibit fur­
ther use of the books listed 
therein and set out as Appendix M 
of this opinion. 

The most significant aspect of this 
opinion is that it finally provides 
Christians with a clearly worded defi­
nition of secular humanism, one that 
will no doubt prove quite useful in the 
future. Previous to this, humanists 
have played dumb, claiming that trying 
to define humanism is like trying to 
nail jello to a wall. Well, the "jello" 
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has finally been nailed, and it turns 
out not to have been jello at all, but 
just another piece of humani st decep­
tion and intellectual dishonesty . 

Textbooks Banned by Judge Hand 
Following is a Jist of the textbooks that U.S. District Judge W. Brevard Hand 

last week ordered removed from the Alabama public schools. 

Home-Economlcl Books 
.... ", ...... - ......... ........ 

Caring, Deciding and GlOwing Helen McGinley Ginn '983 
Contemporaty LiVing -.... - Goodheart-Wilcox 1981, 

'985 
Homemaking: Skills for Frances Baynor GoocIheart-Wilco)[ 1981, 

Ewuyday Living Pam�1 '984 
Teen Guide _rio McGrawHii/, '985 

Chamberlain Webster Oil/. 
Today's Teen Joan K.II, Bon"'" & '98' 

McKn;gJrt 

HlotGry B_. 
.... -- ....... ........ 

America I! Frank Freidel CtIanes E. Merrill 1978 
The AmeriC8n DffJIJIn lew Smith Scott._ ".,' 
Exploring Our Nation'S History Sidney Schwartz G1obo '984 
History of a Free People Henry W. BragdOn Macmillan '98' 
A History of Our American Republic Glenn M. Linden Laidlaw Brother$; .98. 
OUr American Haritage HertIet1: J. Bass SilVer Burdett .979 
People and OUr Country Norman K. Holt, Rinehart & .978 

Risjord Winston 
Rise of the American Nation Lewis Paul Todd Harcourt Brace .977 

"""""""" 
The&e United Slates James P. Shenton Houghton Mifflin '98' 

Sodal-5tudles Books 
.... ......... ...... G .... 

'!tIu and Ale Rand McNally '980 • 
Here We Are Rand McNally '980 2 
Our Land Rand McNally '980 3 
Where on Earth Rand McNally .9110 4 
Across America Rand McNally .980 5 
...."Id Views Rand McNally '980 6 

SOCial Studies Series Scott, Foresman '979 '-6 

OUr Family Speck '98' • 
OUr Neighbors Speck '98' 2 
Our Communities Speck '98' 3 
OUr Countl)l Today Speck '98' 4 
OUf Country's History Speck '98' 5 
Our V'bT1d Today Speck '98' 6 

Understanding People Laidlaw '98' • 
Understanding Familie& Laidlaw '98' 2 
UndfHStanding Communitiss Laidlaw '98' 3 
UndafSttJnding Religions of the Ealth Laidlaw '98' 4 
Understllnding OUf Country Laidlaw '98' 5 
Understanding the 'N:Jrld Laidlaw '98' 6 

Judge Hand also ordered the following books removed, but they were inad-
vertently omitted from the list in his opinion. according to court officials. 

- Publish., ...... Grad. 

At Home, At School Hougton Mifflin NA • 
In Our Community Hougton Mifflin NA 2 
OufS8ives and Others Hougton Mifflin NA 3 
Our Homa, The Earth Hougton Mifflin NA 4 
America: Past and PffJS6nt Hougton Mifflin NA 5 
Around Our VttJrld Hougton Mifflin NA 6 

(Educ. Wk. 3/11/87) 

Educators, PAW & AClU 
Denounce Judge's Ruling 

"It's laughable, and it's so outra­
geous, I have no doubt it will be over­
turned on appeal," commented Gwendolyn 
H. Gregory, deputy general counsel for 
the National School Boards Association. 

"It is terribly disappointing that 
the courts have chosen to commandeer 
the educational curriculum, " said 
Phyllis L. Blaunstein, executive 
director of the National Association of 
State Boards of Education. 

"Today's order is judicial book­
burning. What is created here today by 
this ruling is nothing less than gov­
ernment censorship of the school cur­
riculum, " said John H. Buchanan, 
chairman of People for the American 
Way. 

"This is the first time to our 
knowledge that a federal judge has 
declared ideas unconstitutional," said 
Alabama ACLU director Mary Weidler. 
"The decision confirms our worst fears 
of federal censorship over local public 
school matters." 

Both People for the Ameri can Way 
and the American Civil Liberties Union 
joined the Alabama state school board 
in defending against the lawsuit filed 
by the 624 parents, teachers and stu­
dents. 

The suit originated after the Su­
preme Court struck down an Alabama law 
permitting students to begin their 
school day with a moment of silence for 
prayer or meditation. 

Alabama B. of E. Appeals Decision 

The Alabama Board of Education 
voted 5 to 4 to appea 1 Judge Hand's 
order banning 44 textbooks from use in 
the state's public schools. Subsequent 
to the issuance of the order, school 
officials had begun removing the books 
from classroom shelves. In Mobile 
County students and teachers turned in 
their copies of the books. 

Although Gov. Guy Hunt, chairman of 
the board, voted against appeal, the 
board's vice president, John Tyson Jr., 
pushed strongly for appeal. 

Lawyers for the board fil ed a 
motion to delay implementation of the 
order to remove the books. Judge Hand 
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agreed on March 17 to allow restricted 
use of 4 of the 4 4  textbooks for the 
remainder of the school year.. The 4 
books are in the fi e 1 d of home­
economics. 

Appeals Court Suspend�� 
Textbook Ban 

A three-judge panel of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit 
has temporarily suspended Judgl2 Hand I s 
order removi ng 44  textbooks from 
Alabama pub 1 i c schools. After the 
March 27 ruling, the state board 
directed officials to return the books 
to students. 

In ordering the stay, the appellate 
court granted a request by the Alabama 
Bd. of Educ. and a dozen pal'ents to 
block Judge Hand's March 4 order until 
an appeal could be heard. The court 
also agreed to expedite the appeals 
process. 

Charles S. Coody, a lawyer for the 
state board, said the appeals court's 
decision was a sign that the court may 
overturn Judge Hand's ruling. (Educ. 
Wk. 4/8/87) 

NEA Lies About Humanism 

In Feb. 1985 the National Education 
Association published a pamphlet pur­
porting to tell "the truth about 31 of 
the most common charges leveled against 
NEA members by right-wing exty·emists." 
Here's what the pamphl et says about 
"Extremist Accusation #9 - N EA members 
indoctrinate students in secular 
humanism," on page 7: 

Not true. NEA neither endorses 
nor practices "secular humanism." 
Nor does N EA support the indoc­
trination of students to any reli­
gious or non-religious doctrine. 

The whole notion of secular 
humanism is, in fact, entirely the 
invention of Radical Right leaders, 
writers, and fund-raisers. They've 
conjured up the concept, defined 
it, villified it, and then attrib­
uted it to teachers. 

Nation Shocked by Teen Suicides 

The suicides of four teenagers in 
Bergenfield, New Jersey, in March once 
more put the subject of teen suicide in 
the headlines. The two girls and two 
boys parked their car in a garage and 
killed themselves by carbon monoxide 
poisoning. The four requested in a note 
that they be buried together. 

When discussing reasons why four 
young people would commit suicide in 
this incredible way, the authorities 
were once again baffled, citing low 
self-esteem and depression as probable 
causes. 

But anyone who read our Februa ry 
letter on teen suicide knows that the 
answers are to be found in what is 
being taught to our youngsters in the 
schools. As we explained, values clari­
fication creates hatred of 1 ife, and 
death education creates love of death. 
When you put the two together you get 
teen suicide. 

Until these two lethal subjects are 
removed from the curriculum, we can 
expect teen suicide to remain at its 
present high level. 

Teacher Shows 
Death Video in Class 

Bart Schwarz, 27, a math teacher at 
Escondido (Cal"if.) High School showed 
the gruesome " Faces of Death" to his 
students after a final exam in June 
1985. The film, which has been banned 
in 28 countries, shows actual death 
scenes involving animals and humans and 
human autopsies. (See B.E.L. Feb. 1987) 

When two students, Diane Feese and 
Sherry Forget, asked to 1 eave the room, 
the teacher insisted that they stay and 
view the film. As a result both gi rl s 
developed an unnatural fear of dying and 
suffered great emotional distress. When 
the parents complained to the principal, 
he refused to take any corrective 
action. 
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The two students sued the school 
district. The suit was settled in Sept. 
1986. Feese received $57,000 in damages 
and Forget received $42,500. The 
teacher was suspended for 15 days but 
returned after 5. 

Because of harassment by students 
who supported the teacher, Forget was 
forced to leave the school in the 
middle of her senior year. (National 
Monitor of Education, March 1987) 

Christian Schoolers 
Jailed in Iowa 

Sharon Taylor, 47, was jailed on 
March 24, 1987, one day after the re­
lease of her husband, the Rev. Todd N. 
Taylor, 45, from the same Henry County, 
Iowa, jail. 

Both had been sentenced to 30-day 
terms for violation of Iowa's compul­
sory school attendance law by teaching 
their children, Nicholas, 8, and 
Stephanie, 13, in their own Blue Bird 
Christian School at their 3D-member 
First Assembly of God Church. 

"I am glad to be out," said Rev. 
Taylor, "but my convictions are even 
stronger now than they were 3 1  days 
ago." Rev. Taylor has refused to com­
ply with state laws requiring state 
approval of Christian schools and state 
certification of Christian-school 
teachers. 

The Taylors have become a symbol of 
the Christian schools' movement in 
Iowa. Largely because of their activ­
ities, about 1,500 Iowans gathered for 
a rally at the State Capitol in Des 
Moines in early March seeking an end to 
state regulation of home and church 
schools. 

"We don't believe the state hilS a 
mandate to control our churches and 
ministries, and our school is a part of 
that," said Rev. Taylor. 

"I am not about to give up this 
fight," said �lrs. Taylor. " I  am going 
to continue doing what's right no mat­
ter what it takes." (New York Times, 
3/25/87) 

Seventh-Grader Kills 
Classmate and Self 

A boy in the 7th grade walked into 
his history class at 8:25 a.m. on 
3/2/87, shot a fellow student to death 
with a 45-caliber pistol and then 
killed himself in front of a dozen 
classmates and a teacher. The murder­
suicide took place at De Kalb High 
School, De Kalb, Missouri. 

The first boy, identified as 
Nathan D. Faris, 12, shot his class­
mate, Timothy Perrin, 13, in the 
stomach and then shot himself in the 
head. Perrin ran from the classroom 
with a bullet wound to the stomach and 
collapsed in an adjacent classroom, 
police said. 

The two boys were pronounced dead 
at hospitals in St. Joseph. Both lived 
in Rushville. No motive for the shoot­
ing was established. Neither boy was 
known to be a discipline problem, said 
Bob Couldry, superintendent of Buchanan 
County R-4 School District. 

De Ka 1 b Hi gh School has 205 stu­
dents in grades 7 through 12 and is 
located about 40 miles north of Kansas 
City. (Boston Globe, 3/3/87) 

Pupils No Longer Asked 
To Write Own Eulogies 

Junior high school students in 
Lincoln, Neb., will no longer be asked 
to write their own eulogies and epi­
taphs, after parents complained that 
the assignment was too depressing. 

The assignment was one of 24 sup­
plemental exercises included in the 
district's curriculum guide for 
teachers of 7th-grader health-education 
classes in the city's nine junior high 
schools. As part of a unit on mental 
health, the guide suggested that stu­
dents write a passage describing what 
they would like to have said at their 
funerals and written on their tomb­
stones. 
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"l�e just didn't think that this 
was appropriate, " said Sharon Zamrzla, 
a parent who led the fight to have the 
assignment discontinued. "There are so 
many suicides going on. " 

Dean Austin, director of the dis­
trict's health-education program, said 
the activities in the teachers' guide 
were designed to help students sort out 
their feel ings about themselves. Dis­
trict officials decided to drop the 
exercise, he said, after concluding 
that it didn't "link into the major 
concept we were trying to examine." 

The district is currently revising 
its entire health curriculum, 
Mr. Austin added. (Educ. Wk. 3/25/87) 

Prayers Banned at High Sc:hool 
Football Game 

A federal district judge ruled on 
2/3/87 that public prayers before high 
school football games in Douglasville, 
Ga., violate the First Amendment's ban 
on state establishment of religion. 

U.S. District Judge Ernest Tidwell 
wrote in his opinion that the school 
district's custom allowing Protestant 
ministers to offer invocations before 
sporting events served no secular 
purpose. 

Last September, after a preliminary 
injunction barring the prayers, the 
Douglasville school board adopted a 
policy allowing student-government 
1 eaders to select pre-game s.peakers 
from a pool that includes students, 
parents and ministers. Judge Tidwell is 
expected to rule on the constitu­
tionality of the new policy. (Educ. Wk. 
2/18/87) 

Educators Organize to Fight 
Tennessee Decision 

Several leading organizations of 
the education establishment have joined 
forces with the Hawkins County,. Tenn., 
school board in its appeal of the re­
cent federal-court decision allowing 

Chri sti an ch il dren to be excused from 
cl asses deemed objecti onab 1 e by thei r 
pa rents. 

A "friend of the court" brief 
filed in January 1987 was signed by the 
American Association of School 
Administrators, American Association of 
University Professors, Council of Chief 
State School Officers, National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
National School Boards Association, and 
the Association of American Publishers. 
The National Education Association 
filed a separate brief. 

The educators argue that the deci­
sion would create "religious segrega­
tion," distort the public-school cur­
riculum, and place an impossible burden 
on teachers. (Educ. Wk. 2/18/87) 

Computer Study Indicates 
Torah of Divine Origin 

Researchers in Israel say data 
gleaned from special computer ana lyses 
of the first five books of the Bible, 
the Torah, shatter the notion that they 
were written by different people at 
different times. Scripture scholar 
Moshe Katz and computer expert Menachem 
Wiener of the Israel Institute of Tech­
nology say their unusual system of 
analysis indicates that the Books of 
Moses had a single author. 

In fact, they say the statistical 
evidence strongl y  suggests that the 
material couldn't have been �ut to­
gether, in its odd patterns of hidden" 
basic words, by a mortal at all. 

The particular phenomenon "cannot 
be explained rationally, " Wiener said. 

The research was based on a theory 
mentioned in later rabbinic literature 
that significant words are concealed in 
the Hebrew text of the fi ve bi b 1 i ca 1 
books, the words spelled by letters 
separated at fixed intervals. 

Exploring that possibility by com­
puter, the researchers say they did, 
indeed, find such coded key words 
distributed through the books. The sta­
tistical possibility of this phenomenon 
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occurri ng by chance is, accordi I1g to 
Katz, as low as one to 3 million. 

For example, he cited the Hebrew 
word "Torah," found repeated in the 
Book of Genesis by letters at 50-char­
acter intervals, while the word 
"E10him" (God) is formed by letters at 
2 6-character intervals. 

Wiener says the remarkable aspect 
is not that words are found in the text 
by stringing together letters at regu­
lar intervals, but that in every in­
stance, the disclosed, decoded words 
bear direct relevance to the text in 
which they were concealed. 

For instance, he notes that the 
buri a 1 site of Adam and Eve is never 
mentioned in the texts, but by the 
letter-skipping method, the names of 
"Adam" and "Eve" appear in the text 
describing the burial place of the 
patriarch Abraham and his wife, Sarah. 

Recognizing that many scholars and 
skeptics will question the conclusions 
that the text came only through divine 
guidance of Moses, Wiener conceded that 
"we have not scientificall y  proved 
this." 

But he says the "preponderance of 
occurrences" of relevant words appear­
ing at regular intervals of letters 
"certainly pOints" to such a conclusion 
by enormous statistical odds. 

In any case, he says, "it "is as 
reasonable a supposition, if not more 
so, than the theories claiming " the 
first five books have several authors. 
(Phoenix Gazette, 7/9/86) 

Vital Reading 

Christianity and the Statl: by 
Rousas John Rushdoony, Ross Rouse 
Books, P.O. Box 67, Vallecito, 
CA 95251, 200 pp. $18.00, plus 10% 
shipping (add 6% tax in California). 

This brilliant book is much needed, 
for it answers a much-asked question by 
Christians: given the political struc­
ture of our humanistic society, what is 
the appropriate strategy for Chri stian 
reconstructionists? 

We can only know this if we know 
what the goal of Christian reconstruc­
tion is. One of Dr. Rushdoony's most 
important ideas is that law is an ex­
press i on of re 1 i gi on. He writes: "The 
religion behind the law may be 
Buddhism, Mohammedanism, Shintoism, 
humanism, or Christianity, but all 
1 aws, and thei r concepts of justice, 
are religious facts." 

The logic of that idea leads him to 
the next, which basically sets the 
course for Christian reconstruction: 
"Thi s makes obvious how dangerous and 
absurd it is to dismiss the need for or 
the idea of a Christian civil 
government. " 

What is a Christian civil govern­
ment? One that applies God's law to 
the social order. "Because salvation 
and justification are from and through 
Jesus Christ, so too our law and 
justice." 

And why is it so important to know 
this? Because "the more a state pur­
sues justice outside of Christ, the 
more unjust it becomes." 

In reaching these conclusions Dr. 
Rushdoony draws on his extraordinarily 
broad and deep understanding of history 
based on years of painstaking scholar­
ship. 

"Our present predicament has been 
over three centuries in developing. It 
will not disappear overnight." 

Therefore the work of Christian 
reconstruction will be long and 
arduous. "In God's universe, " writes 
Dr. Rushdoony, "walls are bu i 1t from 
the foundation up. To expect otherwise 
is sin . . . .  All too many churchmen 
. . . are prone to think of armed re­
sistance when they have neither labored 
in terms of God's law nor used the 
legal avenues available to them. Such a 
humani sti c shortcut is not honored by 
God." 

At a time when Christians are 
finding themselves in increasing 
confrontations with the state, this 
book is a ri ch and val uab 1 e source of 
ideas and wisdom. 

S.L.B. 
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